
 

Atlas Smelting and Refining 5 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
02/16/2009 

7 years between 
 

The site is located west of interstate Hwy 45 in the Houston Heights neighborhood, located north of downtown 
Houston, inside loop 610. The surrounding land use is residential. A Pre-Cerclis Check List was prepared for the site 
in March 2002. The Pre-Cerclis Report noted that the site posed a Low Potential Hazard. The Report further noted 
that the site was found to be inactive, and the two buildings comprising the site had signs that said “FOR LEASE.” It 
also noted that the previous site activities were unknown. No file information was available from the EPA or the TCEQ 
regarding the site operational history. 
 
A TCEQ representative visited the site on January 22, 2009. The representative observed that the old buildings had 
been demolished and removed from the site; and the site was currently occupied by two-story residences. The TCEQ 
representative also spoke to Mr. Matt Christianson, representative of Sullivan Interests (Luxury Home Builder) during 
the site visit. According to Mr. Christianson, the company is a real estate developer. The company purchased the site 
in 2006, and the adjacent Iron and Metal site in 2004. These two businesses are located in a residential 
neighborhood. The company removed the existing structures and built high end homes, which the company sold to 
individuals. Mr. Christianson further stated that the site was inactive at the time his company purchased the site; and 
the two on-site buildings were housing the parts painting equipment. The Company stated to TCEQ that the company 
did not notice any evidence that would indicate smelting operations were taking place in the buildings that were 
removed. 
 
Based on the file review and TCEQ investigation on January 22, 2009, no further action is recommended at this site 
under the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
 

Colorado River Municipal Water District - Snyder Well Field PWS ID 2080022 
Snyder, Scurry County 

OTH 
08/29/2008 

 
"The site is a Public Water Supply providing water to 2514 people and approximately 838 connections.  It is still active 
under the Public Water Supply program and any enforcement action would first be taken under that program. TCEQ 
records do not indicate that the site is under any enforcement action at this time (record review of 08/28/08).  
 
In May of 2004 a routine sampling event indicated that benzene was present in the water supply well above the 
maximum contaminant level (MCL). In August of 2006 a Pre-CERCLIS inspection was conducted by the TCEQ to 
determine if a source of the benzene could be identified.  During the Pre-CERCLIS inspection the supervisor in 
charge of the well, indicated that the likely source of the organic contaminants detected during a May 2004 sampling 
event was a malfunctioning exhaust fan.  This malfunction occurred at approximately the same time as a 
non-compliance notification was sent to the MUD. 
 
In March of 2005 the TCEQ notified the MUD that the running average during the first quarter of 2005 was 7.0 ug/L 
which exceeds the MCL of 5.0 ug/L. The MUD was placed on compliance monitoring in 01/01/2005 based on these 
results and this monitoring ended in 03/31/2005. The most recent sampling results (November 2005) indicate that 
benzene was found at a concentration of 2.2 mg\L. The site will continue to be monitored by Public Water Supply. 

 
 



 

 
This site is currently active under the Public Water Supply Program and therefore is not eligible for the State 
Superfund program at this time." 

 
 

 
Buchanan Dam Site 28 

 Kingsland, Llano County 
OTH 

10/20/2008 
 

In 1985, the Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR) investigated a complaint of gasoline in private water 
wells near the intersection of FM 1431 (also known as Ranch Road 1431) and State Highway 29 along Lake 
Buchanan in Llano County. Analysis of samples of 14 wells by TDWR and the Region 6 Department of Health 
collected in 1984 and 1985 detected the presence of benzene, toluene, xylene, dichloroethane, methyl tert-butyl ether 
(MTBE), and other constituents of gasoline at concentrations of 1 to 10 mg/L in at least three of the wells. 
Dichloroethane and MTBE were consistently found in two of the wells. 
 
The Buchanan Dam Site has been addressed under TCEQ State Lead Leaking Petroleum Storage Tank (LPST) Site 
#091262 Former Deano’s Gas Station, currently an active fuel facility. 
 

 
 

Davis Road Drum Site & May Cooperage Residential Removal 30 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
02/11/2015 

20 years between spill discovery and clean up 
Site Setting and History: 
 
The May-Cooperage Drum Reclamation Company site (site) operated at the site located at 1714 Davis Street in 
Houston, Harris County, Texas in the 1980s. The site, also known as The Davis Road Dump site is a series of mostly 
vacant lots and encompasses approximately 0.25 acres of land in the center of a residential neighborhood. The Site 
is bordered to the north by Mills Street, to the east by a vacant lot and residential homes, to the south by residential 
homes, and to the west by Davis Street. Drums with unknown contents were reported by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) during a site sampling inspection that also documented metal-contaminated soils in 1988. 
The site had been prone to indiscriminate dumping over the years. The empty lots adjacent and to the south of the 
site and an empty lot across the street along Harrington Street have also experienced dumping over the years. 
 
A site inspection by EPA in 1988 documented 76 drums with unknown contents. Many drums were on their side with 
what appeared to be deliberate punctures. Sampling results from this site inspection found soils contaminated with 
metals, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and inorganic compounds. A removal action was conducted in March 
1989 to address the abandoned drums. The site was referred by EPA to the TCEQ predecessor agency in August 
1992 for further evaluation. 
 
The site was evaluated for eligibility into the State Superfund Program in August 1996. Additional sampling was 
recommended. TCEQ conducted a limited sampling event in June 2005 that focused on the empty lot across the 
street along Harrington Street where evidence of dumping was observed. This sampling documented lead (Pb) 
concentrations above residential soil Tier 1 Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs) in all samples and found 

 
 



 

laboratory detections of metals, VOCs, semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), pesticides, Polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), and cyanide in at least one sample. 
 
In June 2008, the TCEQ conducted a subsequent sampling event focusing on the residential properties adjacent to 
the Davis Road Dump site. This sampling documented lead concentrations above residential soil Tier 1 PCLs in three 
samples located on residential soil and found laboratory detections of metals, SVOCs, and PCBs. Polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) - benzo(a)pyrene and dibenz(a,h)anthracene - also exceeded residential soil PCLs in one of 
the samples on residential soil adjacent to the May-Cooperage site 
. 
In May 2009, the TCEQ conducted field sampling on the residential properties that were deemed to be contaminated, 
based on the July 2008 sampling results, to find the extent of contaminated soil on these properties. Soil samples 
from the back yard of 2613 Harrington Street exhibited lead levels above the protective concentration level (PCL) of 
500 mg/kg prompting a removal action in August 2009 (Reference 1). 
 
During the July 2009 investigation assessment, new information was received indicating an additional source, located 
at 1714 Davis Road. In July and August 2009, the TCEQ conducted additional sampling to confirm the existence of a 
separate source of contamination located at 1714 Davis Road, on the southeast corner of Mills St. and Davis St. 
intersection, documenting lead, PCBs, arsenic, benzo(b)fluoranthene, and benzo(a)pyrene concentrations above 
residential soil PCLs at three other properties adjacent to the new source. Due to larger extent of contamination, the 
TCEQ referred the site to EPA in 2010 for additional assessment and removal action. 
 
The EPA Team mobilized to initiate removal action at the site in May 2013 . Due to the statutory funding limitation and 
the anticipated additional costs of the action, the EPA Team concluded Phase 1 of the on-site removal activities on 27 
September 2013; consequently, the TCEQ completed the removal action at the Site. The TCEQ mobilized to begin 
the second and final phase of the removal action in March 2014. During the work conducted by TCEQ, the EPA Team 
continued to provide support to the removal action. The TCEQ assumed removal activities completing the removal 
action on June 2, 2014 (Reference 2). 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Removals Program, in cooperation with EPA, has completed the removal action at the site. Sources to the critical 
pathway of exposure and HRS evaluation, the soil pathway, have been removed. The Removals Program has 
determined there is no longer an immediate health risk associated with the site. Additionally, site conditions post 
removal actions would not generate a qualifying HRS site score thus the site does not warrant further action or 
assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on the information available at this 
 

 
 

MADCO Oil Co 48 
Channelview, Harris County 

NFA 
02/18/2009 

9 years between spill discovery and assesment 
 

A site visit was conducted on November 19, 2008 to assess the current conditions at the site. The site is former 
Madco Oil Company service station. The Company abandoned the site prior to 1999 with three underground tanks 
and associated accessories still in place. On August 8, 1999, the Region 12 Spill Team responded to a request from 
the Channellview Volunteer Fire Department to contain a spill at the site. The Spill Team observed what appeared to 
be epoxy resin flowing out of the fill ports of the three underground storage tanks. The Spill Team cleaned up the spill 
and referred the complaint to the Region 12 IHW Section. The Region 12 IHW section performed the investigation of 

 
 



 

the site and determined that the material was hazardous for ignitability (D001) and benzene (D018). The site came 
into the State Lead Program of the Remediation Division in June 2000. The site is listed in the Leaking Petroleum 
Storage Tank Database (LPST) as LPST ID# 100205. The current status of the site in the LPST program is stated as 
“6A Final Concurrence Issued, Case Closed.” The three (3), twelve-thousand (12,000) gallons USTs & associated 
lines and pump islands were removed on May 2001. A ten (10) monitor wells system was installed to further 
investigate the site. Sampling results from the recent quarters indicated that the site was clean and the monitor well 
system was no longer needed. The monitor wells have been plugged and the Case File Closure Memo has been 
prepared to close the site. 
 
The current owner of the site, BRKINATA Corp purchased the site from Channelview school district in a tax lien sale 
auction in early 2002. The owner has built a one story metal warehouse style building to use a retail outlet for fire 
works. 
 
During the site visit, Mrs. Brinkley, the co-owner of the site was interviewed. She stated that they are open for 
business only during the holidays. The site is located at the intersection of Second Street and the Frontage Road of 
Frwy I-10 East. The site is triangular shaped and the lower 1/4th of the site is vegetated. The area of the former USTs 
is paved and used as a parking lot for retail customers. 
 
This site was closed by the PST (Petroleum Storage Tank) program. Therefore, no further action is warranted for this 
site under the state Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 

Capitol Aggregates 59 
Georgetown, Williamson County 

Active 
01/08/2008 

 
Based on information from the TCEQ Austin Regional Office on November 12, 2007, this site is currently active, and 
therefore not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range No S-9 72 
Sterling City, Sterling County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range No S-8 73 
Sterling City, Sterling County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range No S-7 74 

Sterling City, Sterling County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range No S-6 75 
Sterling City, Sterling County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR S-1 76 
Garden City, Glasscock County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR S-3 77 
Garden City, Glasscock County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR S-4 78 
Garden City, Glasscock County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-6 79 
Gail, Borden County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-4 80 
Gail, Borden County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-1 81 
Big Spring, Mitchell County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-3 82 
Gail, Borden County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-5 83 
Gail, Borden County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Big Spring Army Airfield Precision Bombing Range PBR N-2 84 
Cutbert, MitchellCounty 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

City Foundry 120 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

NFA 
11/24/2009 

 
The site is located at 118 Mississippi Street, at the southwest corner of the intersection of Mississippi and Cherry 
Streets, and just south of the downtown area of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. The site, an occupied residential 
property that allegedly accepted plating and foundry waste from a former chrome plating facility, is situated in an 
urban residential setting with some light commercial and industrial businesses. 
 
Numerous compliance investigations dating back to 1995 have been conducted at the site. TCEQ alleged 16 
hazardous waste violations and levied a penalty of $19,800. In 1997, the site was referred to the Attorney General’s 
office for failure to pay any portion of the penalty. The site was eventually referred to the Remediation Division in 
2004. 
Reconnaissance site visits by Remediation and Region 13 staff revelaed that the wastes in question were confined to 
a 25-foot by 10-foot area at the northeast corner of the property. No visible releases of wastes were observed in any 
other areas of the property. 
 
Despite the lack of scoring targets, TCEQ deemed the site an imminent threat due to the deteriorated state of the 
containers, the hazardous types of wastes they contained, and the residential setting. The potential for migration of 
wastes to onsite soils and adjacent residential properties via the surface drainage pathway was considered 
unacceptable. 
 
TCEQ was unable to get the property owner, Mr. Michael Fitzsimon, to cooperate with completing inability to pay 
documentation nor to consent to access property. After several attempts, Mr. Fitzsimon finally granted access. 
 
In March 2006, TCEQ began removal action activities at the site. Wastes were characterized and found to have 
hazardous properties; flammable wastes and mercury and lead containing wastes were identified. Onsite soils were 
sampled but no releases of chemicals of concern (COCs) exceeding benchmarks were detected. TCEQ completed 
the removal action by removal and final disposal of wastes in August 2009. Due to the fact that all waste sources 
have been removed and post removal confirmation sampling in the wastes were staged indicate no COCs exceeded 
TotSoilComb Residential PCLs for a 0.5-acre source area in soils, no further action is recommended. 
 

 
 

Merkel Groundwater Plume 122 
Merkel, Taylor County 

NFA 
06/15/2007 

 
 



 

 
A Pre-CERCLIS was completed for the EPA on April 3, 2007. Joe Riney's submersible pump stopped working and a 
well repairman informed him of oil in the well and the submersible pump was not replaced. Joe Riney contacted the 
RRC about oil found in his 97' deep well, that was used for watering the lawn and his garden. The RRC documented 
that Joe Riney's well was the only well in the area that had detections of hazardous substances (arsenic and 
chloromethane). The closest well is located next door, approximately 75 feet from Mr. Riney's well, drawing from 85' 
deep, and no hazardous substances were detected in the well, even though it draws from nearly the same depth, in 
the same aquifer. Mr. Riney's well is no longer in service. Since drinking water in the area is supplied by the Abilene 
Municipal Water Supply and no other wells have been impacted, the site does not have the ability to rank high 
enough to be considered for the State Superfund Program. No further action is required under the State Superfund 
Program. 
 

 
 

Saenz Sanitation Service 129 
Seguin, Guadalupe County 

OTH 
08/22/2007 

 
PER WES NEWBERRY IN 2007, SITE IS UNDER MSW AND NOT ELIGIBLE FOR SUPERFUND (PHONE CALL TO 
MSW SECTION). FORM MAY NOT HAVE BEEN DONE BUT STATUS WAS CHANGED FROM SN/FO TO OTH. 
AND FILES SENT FOR FILMING. 
 

 
 

San Antonio Gas & Electric Company 130 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

OTH 
01/27/2009 

 
The San Antonio Gas and Electric Company site is identified as a 5.52-acre former "town gas" generation facility 
located at 511 S. Salado Street, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. The former town gas plant may contain 
unidentified gas manufacturing process wastes remaining in the former purifying box areas, former underground 
storage tank locations and unknown waste disposal areas. The former town gas generation plant reportedly ceased 
operations in 1922 when available supplies of natural gas and oil replaced the fuels generated by the majority of 
Texas "town gas" facilities. 
 
The site is currently being used by San Antonio City Public Service for garage and maintenance facilities, including a 
welding shop, paint shop, reprographics shop, and gas station. The TCEQ Corrective Action Section is currently 
directing investigation of contamination at the site, which was discovered during underground storage tank removals. 
Monitoring wells have been installed on and off site during this investigation. 
 
Based on a review of site information and laboratory analyses of samples collected on the site, contaminants typical 
of coal gasification plant wastes were indentified, including arsenic and cyanide, benzene, toluene, xylene, 
naphthalene, phenol, anthracene, acenaphthene, benzo(a)pyrene, benzo(a)anthracene, benzo(k)fluoranthene, 
carbazole, chrysene, cresols, dimethylnaphthalene, fluoranthene, phenanthrene, pyridine and pyrene. The areas of 
concern include the former location of the purifying boxes and underground storage tanks. Other source areas may 
exist both on-site and off-site. There is evidence that waste products were used as fill at the site and are located at 
depths of up to 11 feet below ground surface. 

 
 



 

 
Field work for the SSI, including collecting ground water samples, soil and sediment samples, was performed from  
May 12 through May 14, 2003. Samples from the shallow alluvial aquifer were collected from three existing 
monitoring wells on the site. Each of the three samples had levels of semivolatiles and inorganics attributable to the 
site at levels at least three times background concentrations. Two public water supply wells installed in the deeper 
Edwards Aquifer are located approximately 0.75 mile from the site. Analytical results for public water supply sample 
GW-07 indicated nickel was present at a concentration qualifying as a release. Analytical results for public water 
supply sample GW-09 indicated bromodichloromethane and dibromochloromethane were present in concentrations 
at least three times background concentrations. These two constituents are not known to be attributable to the site 
and are possible disinfection byproducts. Numerous public water supply wells are located with the 4-mile TDL, 
including many of the San Antonio Water Supply System wells. Ground water is the exclusive source of the City of 
San Antonio’s water supply. 
 
A fishery located within the TDL was the only surface water target identifed. A total of nine (9) sediment samples 
including one duplicate were collected. Analytical results for SE-04 indicated two constituents (di-n-butylphthalate and 
butylbenzlphthalate) attributable to the site were present at concentrations at least three times background sample 
concentrations. Results for SE-08 indicate atrazine is present at a concentration at least three times background, 
however atrazine has not been identified in the sources at the site. No volatiles, pesticides/PCBs, and inorganics from 
the sediment background samples met the observed release criteria. 
 
Soil samples were collected from residential yards located approximately one block west of the site. Analytical results 
indicated five semivolatile constituents that were present in at least one soil exposure target sample in concentrations 
greater than three times (3x) the highest identified background level, but less less than health-based benchmarks for 
hazardous substances in soils. Levels of two pesticides also met release criteria, but are not known to be attributable 
to the site. 
 
SSI Report submitted to the EPA in January 2004. NFRAP by EPA 7/24/07. 
The CPS facility is under the direction of the TCEQ Environmental Cleanup Section. 
 

 
 

San Antonio Gas Company 131 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

OTH 
01/27/2009 

 
The San Antonio Gas Company site is a former manufactured gas facility located in downtown San Antonio on 
Houston Street, near the intersection of S. Laredo St. and Houston St. San Pedro Creek borders the site on the east 
side. 
 
The site consists of approximately one-half city block where a manufactured gas plant operated for a period of time 
between the mid-1980's and the late-1920's. The land is currently used for restaurants, retail shops, parking and the 
Centro Alameda Theater. 
 
SSI field sampling event was completed in July 2003. Five soil borings were installed on-site using a direct push drill 
rig. Temporary groundwater monitoring wells were installed in two of the borings to investigate the shallow alluvial 
aquifer. One off-site soil boring and temporary well was installed. Soil samples were collected from all borings and 
groundwater samples were collected from the three temporary wells. In addition, a groundwater sample from the 
Edwards Aquifer was collected from a San Antonio Water System (S.A.W.S.) public water supply well located within 
one-half mile of the site. Sediment samples were collected from the San Pedro Creek. 

 
 



 

 
Numerous public water supply wells are located with the 4-mile TDL, including many of the San Antonio Water Supply 
(SAWS) system wells. Ground water is the exclusive source of the City of San Antonio’s water supply. 
 
Sample results showed PAHs and inorganics to be present in concentrations exceeding release criteria in source soil 
at levels exceeding TRRP PCLs, and in alluvial aquifer groundwater samples. Cyanide was present in alluvial aquifer 
groundwater samples at levels exceeding TRRP PCLs. Arsenic, di-n-octylphthalate, and pesticides were found in 
sediment samples. Pesticides were found in the soil samples. No constituents in concentrations above MCLs or 
release criteria were found in the Edwards Aquifer groundwater sample. 
 
SSI report submitted to the EPA in May 2004. NFRAP by EPA 5/17/2005. Site should be referred to Field Operations 
for further action. 
 

 
 

Scrub-A-Dub Barrel Company 133 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

SSF 
03/23/2015 

 
The Scrub-A-Dubb Barrel Co. Site was a drum cleaning and reconditioning business that operated from 1975 to 2009 
and is located in Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas. The site consists of two separate tracts of land on opposite sides 
of North Ash Avenue in northeast Lubbock. The Scrub-A-Dubb east property, at 1102 North Ash Avenue, is 
approximately 3.5 acres and was the location of the drum cleaning and reconditioning activities. The Scrub-A-Dubb 
west property, at 1209 North Ash Avenue, is approximately two acres and was used for drum storage. 
 
Numerous site visits have been conducted over the years in response to citizen complaints. A site visit was 
completed in each of the following years: 1981, 1984, 1994, 1995, 2001, 2007 (2), and 2010. Soil samples from 1984 
indicated elevated levels of methylene chloride; trichloroethylene; 1, 1, 2, 2-tetrachloroethylene; ethylbenzene; 
naphthalene; and di-n-butylphthalate. Soil samples from 2004 indicated elevated levels of tetrachloroethylene, 
trichloroethylene, chromium, lead, and xylene. Soil samples from 2007 indicated elevated levels of carbon disulfide, 
ethylbenzene, tetrachloroethylene, toluene, xylene, arsenic, lead, and selenium. 
 
Two spills have been reported to the TCEQ Region 2 Field Operations office. The first was filed by the City of 
Lubbock Environmental Compliance Manager on January 11, 2007. The complaint stated that approximately 500 
gallons of used oil and other waste material had been released directly to the soil on site, and the spilled material was 
flowing into the City of Lubbock alleyway adjacent to the property. The spill originated from one of the two concrete 
surface tanks as an overflow, leak, or intentional discharge. The second spill occurred on May 2, 2007. The second 
complaint was filed regarding an on-site pool of oily waste, and an oily substance running off site down a bar ditch 
adjacent to Ash Avenue. The discharged material measured 30' x 15’ x .25'. The owner, Mr. Bill Phillips, made no 
attempts to abate or contain the spill in either instance. The two spills resulted in five citations. 
 
A Preliminary Assessment and Site Inspection were performed by the TCEQ between 2010 and 2012. Soil stains 
were observed adjacent to the concrete surface tanks and an oily substance was observed dripping from a barrel 
onto the soil. TCEQ estimated that 5000-10000 stacked drums were located at the 1102 N. Ash property. There were 
also drums observed in poorer condition and less organized at the 1209 N. Ash property. 
 
In February 2011, the EPA mobilized to the Scrub-A-Dubb site and removed approximately 2,800 gallons of 
non-hazardous/non-regulated oily water from the retaining basins and concrete pad. The EPA’s Superfund Technical 
Assessment & Response Team (START) contractor began preliminary field hazard categorization and sampling of 

 
 



 

drums and other containers for laboratory analysis in July 2011. EPA contractors shredded drums with a mobile drum 
shredder in September 2011. The shredded drum waste was placed in roll-off dumpsters and sent off-site for 
disposal. Drum shredding was completed in November 2011. A total of 44,340 RCRA empty drums were shredded. 
From November 28 through December 1, 2011, the EPA START contractor conducted a soil sampling event. All soil 
sampling results came back below regulatory limits with the exception of vanadium, which was deemed naturally 
occurring at elevated concentrations.  
 
The EPA removed visibly stained and potentially contaminated soil ranging from 3-24 inches below ground surface. 
Additionally, from both of the properties, six USTs, three ASTs, piping, pumps, the process building, the two retaining 
basins, and a storage shed were also removed from the properties. An on-site water well was also plugged and 
abandoned. According to the EPA, cleanup objectives were met on all soils including the pit created by the tank 
excavation. Restoration activities consisted of backfilling with clean fill and grass seeding on the east and west tracts, 
completed on February 23, 2011. 
 
The HRS State Documentation Record was completed on January 31, 2015 with a site score of 5.72, and is therefore 
recommended for proposal to the State Superfund Registry (SSF) 
 

. 
Tom Cooms 257 

Wolfforth, Lubbock County 
NS 

02/15/2008 
 

Tom Coons, in his capacity as an employee for the Hollard Gardens (Co.?), applied for a Texas Department of 
Agriculture certified pesticide applicator's license. The site in question was Mr. Coons' residence. According to an 
interview with Mr. Coons' mother, Mrs. J.T. Coons, no pesticide application was conducted at the property, and during 
the site investigation conducted in August 1986, there was no evidence of pesticide disposal activities at the site. 
 

 
 

Lone Star Phosphate 260 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches County  

OTH 
12/03/2007 

 
The verification of this site in March 2005 concluded that sampling was needed to collect additional information to 
determine potential eligibility to the state superfund program. Results from a sampling event of subsurface soils, 
surface water, and sediments in May 2006 revealed that sludges from the former treatment ponds remained in the 
subsurface and that these subsurface wastes appeared to be a continuous source of contaminants and pollutants to 
Egg Nog Branch Creek. Sample results indicated that the creek is significantly impacted by the same corrosive 
wastes handled in the treatment ponds when the site was operational. The TMDL Group, in their review of the data, 
determined the site to be an imminent threat in their IOM to the Remediation Division dated 9/18/2006, providing a 
justification for an immediate removal. It is important to note that due to a change to the northern property boundary- 
the result of a sale of a few acres, samples from treatment pond 3 and treatment pond 2 were not sampled. 
Treatment ponds 3 and 2 contained the most corrosive sludges according to file information pertaining to the 
treatment process. For the purposes of the HRS, additional sampling and analyses of subsurface soils, particularly in 
area of these two ponds,  is necessary to confirm the presence of hazardous wastes  and arrive at an accurate 
hazardous waste quantity. 

 
 



 

 
 A Good Faith Offer determined to be acceptable by the Legal Division was received by the Commission on July 17, 
2006 in response to the 361.182 letter issued to the PRP. The site was accepted into the VCP on January 2006. 
 

 
 

Texas Crushed Stone Company 261 
Georgetown, Williamson County 

Active 
01/08/2008 

 
The site is an active rock quarry, and therefore not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. 
This site was previously investigated as part of the Georgetown Perchlorate site (TXN000606575) in which a PA/SI 
Screening Site Inspection and State HRS Documentation Record was developed. 
 
The site was previously in the Corrective Action program and was determined not to be an affected property under 
the Texas Risk Reduction Program rules. While no further action was required under the Corrective Action program, 
periodic sampling of the groundwater was encouraged in a November 9, 2006 letter from the TCEQ to Texas Crushed 
Stone. 
 

 
 

Crooker Jr William 275 
Big Spring, Howard County 

NS 
02/14/2008 

 
According to a file review, the site (located at P.O. Box 1565 at the southeast corner of FM 700 and US 87, Big 
Spring, Texas 79720) was owned and operated by William Crooker, Jr. Mr. Crooker owned a retail nursery named Mr. 
G’s Garden Center and Landscaping. The store was located in Highland Mall. A TWC preliminary assessment of 
William Crooker, Jr. was conducted by David F. Hill Engineering-Science, Inc. on April 22, 1986. Site activities 
included an interview with the manager of the store owned by Mr. Crooker, Winfred Hocker, and a site observation 
made immediately thereafter. Mr. Crooker was out of town at the time of the site visit so waste management 
information was provided by the store manager, Mr. Hocker. During the site visit, no empty containers, soil stains, 
chemical odors, or disposal pits were observed at the site. According to Mr. Hocker, no commercial application of 
pesticides was conducted either commercially or privately, and the facility does not own any ground application 
equipment and does not dispose of containers or rinsates. 
 
Attempts were made to contact Mr. Crooker and David F. Hill Engineering Science, Inc. with no success. A search on 
the CERCLIS Database showed the Mr. G’s Garden Center and Landscaping site was not on the NPL. Contact was 
made by telephone with a local nursery, Johansen’s Nursery (432) 267-5275. According to Mrs. Johansen, Mr. G’s 
Garden Center and Landscaping has been out of business for 15 years, and a Wal-Mart Supercenter is located 
where the facility and Highland Mall used to be located. Based on the information available at this time, and due to 
the fact that no pesticides were ever used or stored onsite, the facility never owned any ground application 
equipment, and that the facility is no longer in existence, this facility is considered a non-site. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Meacham Outlying Field 281 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Schneck Aviation Inc 287 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

OTH 
01/09/2008 

 
The Schneck Aviation, Inc. is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of 99th Street and Cadmus Street at 
Stinson Municipal Airport in San Antonio, Texas. The site is a former aircraft engine repair and rebuilding facility which 
operated from 1970 to 1988. The operations included disassembly, cleaning, cylinder grinding, cylinder plating, 
de-waxing, and reassembly of aircraft engines. Various solvents, oils, and chromium plating baths were used ion site 
operations. 
 
Results of previous site investigations conducted following the facility closure indicated that soil and groundwater at 
the site had been affected by the industrial operations. The primary chemicals of concern (COC) identified in the site 
soils include arsenic, cadmium, chromium (VI), and lead. Dissolved phase concentrations of chromium, lead, 
selenium, trichloroethylene (TCE), and tetrachloroethylene (PCE) have also been identified in shallow groundwater 
beneath the site. 
 
The area of affected soil was generally located at the southwest corner of the building in the vicinity of the former 
chromium plating shop. The highest COC concentrations in groundwater were identified about 100 feet south and 
hydrologically downgradient from the former chromium plating shop. The depth of the shallowest affected 
groundwater bearing unit is 12.55 feet bgs. 
 
All COC concentrations in surface and subsurface soils are below Critical PCLs. There are no soil PCLE zones and 
no remedy is required. Based on the results of soil and groundwater analysis, there are no off –site affected 
properties. The site was assigned to Voluntary Cleanup Section with a VCP No. 0859. 
 

 
 

14th Street Site 288 
San Angelo, Tom Green County 

NFA 
11/21/2014 

 
General Description of Site and Site History: 
 
The site is located at the intersection of 11th and 14th streets in San Angelo, Texas, north of the Houston Harte 
Expressway. The east boundary is located at 614 W. 14th street, and the other borders are 11th and 14th streets. 
 

 
 



 

The site was a former metals recycling operation that has been inactive since 1989. On December 2, 1993, an 
investigation of the site was requested by Representative Robert Junnell to evaluate the site for building the Tom 
Green County Jail. Sampling for the investigation indicated the following contaminants: copper, lead, zinc, nickel, 
chromium, and cadmium. Consequently, the jail was not built. Four monitor wells were installed at this time as well. 
Sampling indicated that the contaminants had not leached to the groundwater. These wells have since been plugged 
and destroyed. In 2006, the site ownership transferred to Global Towers. Currently, the site is vacant with the 
exception of a cell tower that was built sometime between 2006 and 2008, when the TCEQ superfund section began 
investigating the site. 
 
Pathway Assessment: 
 
A sampling event conducted by TCEQ in 2008 showed that there were observed releases of metals onsite. None of 
the samples exceed the Texas Risk Reduction Program Protective Contaminant Levels (TRRP PCLs). 
 
TCEQ Remediation Division Recommendation: 
 
The site was scored on the soil pathway. However, the only targets exposed are any workers associated with the 
onsite cell tower. There is no discernable air, groundwater or surface water pathway, even though the North Concho 
River is approximately 700 feet south and west of the site. There is no surface water pathway because there must be 
an overland segment, which must have consist of a contaminated soil pathway from the site to the surface water body 
via the possible point of entry (PPE). Additionally, no ditches or culvers lead to the river. 
 
In order to score the site, lead was used as the substance, since it is the most toxic. 
 
Information provided by Texas Parks and Wildlife shows that there are no endangered or threatened species in the 
area. 
 
As a result of the lack of residential population receptors associated with the site and therefore, any viable exposure 
pathway, the TCEQ has no further action planned for the 14th Street Site. 
 

 
 

Dyess AFB Small Arms Range; Abilene AAF 292 
Abilene, Taylor County 

Active 
12/06/2007 

 
I called Dyess AFB and spoke with Staff Sergeant Josha Phillips of the small arms unit of the base (325) 696-1748. 
He confirmed that the range is still actively used by the base personnel. In fact there are two small arms ranges for 
the base. Sergeant Phillips also stated that the base fires less than one hundred rounds of lead ammunition per year 
at the ranges. The rounds used for the training purposes are either ceramic or plastic. 
 
As this is an active facility the facility does not qualify for investigation by the state lead section of the TCEQ. 
 

 
 

Camp Barkeley; Abilene Cattle Feeders et al Properties 293 
Abilene, Taylor County 

OTH 

 
 



 

03/05/2008 
 

The site is a 77,000 acre property that was used during WWII for the training of troops, and the housing of prisoners 
of war. At the end of the war the department of defense returned the property to the original owners and closed Camp 
Barkeley. 
 
During the operation of Camp Barkeley there were 14 service stations that were closed down. An inventory was 
compiled and each site was investigated by the COE. It was determined that none of the sites had any underground 
storage tanks and all the sites had above ground storage tanks that had been removed and no signs of spills were 
observed. The COE closed the investigation into the service stations and labeled the site NFA, as reported by Randy 
Niebuhr of the COE. 
 
The COE is currently investigating the concerns of unexploded ordinance at the site. Additionally, the FUD site is 
being handled by Dennis Rogers (512) 239-2013 of the EC team 2. 
 

 
 

Ellington Field Bombing Range; Air Force Bombing Range Hoskins Mound 
Hoskins Mound, BrazoriaCounty 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
J & J Plastics Company 299 
Turney, Cherokee County 

NFA 
11/05/2015 

 
Site History 
 
The former J&J Plastics facility site is located north of Farm to Market Road 22 and on the west side of County Road 
1518 in Turney, Cherokee County, Texas. It is approximately 11 acres in size with approximately 4.5 acres being used 
as a residence. The site is located in a rural area predominately used for agriculture. The residential portion of the site 
consists of three concrete slabs, an out-building made of aluminum siding and roofing, and a mobile home. The 
concrete slabs appear to be associated with the former J&J Plastics facility based on melted plastic and scarring on 
the slabs. Native weeds and grasses cover the site and are well established. The property owner has constructed two 
large gardens ranging in size from approximately 1,000 to 2,500 square feet containing numerous varieties of 
vegetables. These gardens were inundated with six-foot weeds during the July 2014 sampling event. It appears site 
runoff travels along the slope line to the north entering a bar ditch along County Road 1518 and entering an 
intermittent creek, which runs along the northern section of the property. 
 
The property has had several former owners, including R&R Lumber Co. and Plastics, Process Plastics Inc., and 
Hefner Plastics Co., who all operated a battery case recycling business prior to J&J plastics. A Texas Water 
Commission letter dated in 1985 indicated that J&J plastics did not recycle battery cases, but ground up, extruded, 
and pelletized plastics for resale. 
 

 
 



 

During site inspections in November and February 1981 at the former J&J Plastics facility, it was observed that the 
surfaces of the ponds were covered with plastic chips that were filtered and dried. From one of the water samples a 
metal analysis was taken of the dried material and revealed presence of lead in the plastic chips. 
 
A TWC special waste inspection report indicates that lead containing wash water was recycled from a plastic lined 
pond. Sediment and water samples were taken from the discharge channel in February 1986 and revealed lead 
detections. Additional samples were taken at the discharge channel leaving the impoundment. Due to the presence of 
lead, the owner of the property, Mr. Harold Mays, was instructed by TWC to stop directing the cooling water to the 
impoundment due to the presence of lead. Mr. Mays told TWC that he would store the cooling water in tanks and 
would recycle the water in the cooling process. 
 
In February 1987, a newspaper article discusses a fire that destroyed the J&J Plastics facility. EPA’s emergency 
response team responded to the fire and instructed the local fire department to let the fire burn itself out because 
additional water would produce toxic fumes and risk runoff. The burning material was identified as a 
crylonitrle-butadiene-styrene. 
 
In July 2014, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ, formerly TWC) performed a Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) sampling event to collect eight soil samples on site. The samples were 
analyzed for metals, mercury, semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 
 
The sampling results revealed arsenic detected at concentrations of 28.4 mg/kg and 87.6 mg/kg in two soil samples 
(SO-01 and SO-07, respectively). The residential PCL for arsenic is 24.0 mg/kg. Lead was also detected in soil 
sample SO-05 at a concentration of 1,170 mg/kg. The residential PCL for lead is 500 mg/kg. 
 
Although  concentrations exceeding PCLs were observed  in the aforementioned samples, their distribution is away 
from the residence. Additionally, the general topography of the site runoff is to the northern section of the property, 
away from the residence on site. Concentrations of chemicals of potential concern in the samples collected nearest to 
the residence are below respective PCLs. 
 
After the TCEQ review of the available information, a state Superfund eligibility determination of no further action 
(NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time.  
 

 
 

Robin Boulevard Drums aka Mat Chemicals Inc 345 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
11/19/2008 

 
The Robin Boulevard Drums site is an industrial facility which was utilized as a fuel blending facility since 
approximately 1972. In July 1994 the site was found abandoned during a routine site inspection and recent business 
operations had not been conducted. Various drums, containers and above ground storage tanks were observed 
during the inspection. EPA conducted assessment and corrective action between 1994 and 1996 and in September 
1997 issued a No Further Action letter. However, activities conducted by the EPA did not include determining the 
potential impact to groundwater. The site was accepted in the VCP in August 2000 to futher assess soil and 
groundwater. 
 
The chemical of concern (COCs) include Arsenic, Barium, Cadmium, Chromium, Lead, Mercury, Selenium, Silver and 
Vinyl Chloride. COCs were detected in soils and were not detected above method detection limits in groundwater. 
Concentrations of Lead, Selenium, Silver and Vinyl Chloride in soil are greater than the TRRP Tier 1 PCLs, therefore 

 
 



 

Tier 2 calculations were utilized to determine site specific cleanup values for these constituents. All COCs present in 
soil are below the critical PCLs. Certificate of Completion was issued to the applicant by TNRCC in May 14, 2001. 
 
Based on TCEQ investigation on October 24 2008, the site requires no further action under State Superfund Program 
at this time. 
 

 
 

Spanish-American War Fortification 351 
Sabine Pass, Jefferson County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Grady Independent School District - PWS ID 1590007 357 
Lenorah, Martin County 

OTH 
08/11/2008 

 
The Grady Independent School District (ISD) (located at 3500 FM 829) property consists of a school, four water wells, 
a bus barn, a football field, associated rental homes, and associated parking lots. 
 
There are currently two 500-gallon above-ground storage tanks (ASTs) that contain diesel and unleaded gasoline 
near the southeast portion of the property (Photo 15). The ASTs are used for refueling the school buses and other 
vehicles that are located and stored on the property. 
 
According to information obtained from the TCEQ Water System Data Sheet Report, well #2 (G1590007B) was drilled 
in 1950 and well #3 (G1590007C) was drilled in 1986. These wells are listed as “O”(“OPERATIONAL”). Well #2 and 
well #3 are blended into Entry Point #1, the groundwater sample point for the property. Well #1 (G1590007A) and well 
#4 (G1590007D) are listed as “N”(“NON-DRINKING WATER”). Well #4 was drilled in 2002 as a non-drinking irrigation 
well only. Well #1 and well #4 are not included in the blended system (Entry Point #1). 
 
Arsenic is a contaminant of concern at this site. The highest concentration of Arsenic detected at this site occurred in 
February 2001 at a concentration of 0.0174 mg/L at Entry Point #1. The most recent sampling event at this site was in 
December 2007. During this sampling event, Arsenic was detected at a concentration of 0.0113 mg/L. 
 
Mr. Tubb, Superintendent of Grady ISD was contacted in 2008 regarding information and any corrective action they 
may be taking to address the contamination in their wells. He said that the TCEQ has tested the water from the 
reverse osmosis (R.O.) system and it has tested “clean” (below the detection limit) for chemical constituents on every 
test. He said that TCEQ has concerns on whether their septic system would be large enough to handle the volume. 
He said the septic system is four times larger than what they need. He said that the ISD is landlocked and had to 
relocate the septic field to the northern part of the site. He said that they just started using the new septic system. 
 
Mr. Tubb said that spray planes are used in the adjacent and nearby surrounding agricultural fields for defoliation 
purposes and to control the Boll Weevil populations in the fields. Mr. Tubb also said that Arsenic levels have remained 
constant in the wells since TCEQ began sampling at the site. 

 
 



 

 
Another contaminant of concern that was detected during the sampling events is Nitrate. Nitrate was detected at a 
concentration of 14.1 mg/L during the most recent December 2007 sampling event. He said that nitrate levels have 
spiked in the 20 mg/L range. He confirmed that the most recent nitrate sampling indicated levels lower at around 14 
mg/L. According to information from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, primary sources of organic nitrates 
include human sewage and livestock manure. The primary inorganic nitrates are potassium nitrate and ammonium 
nitrate, widely used as fertilizers. 
 
In September 1999, one of the wells (well #1) sampled was found to contain a methyl tert-butyl ether (MTBE) 
concentration of 26 ppb. According to information obtained from the file, the most recent detection of MTBE was in 
March of 2001 at a concentration of 2.2 ppb in a sample taken from Entry Point #1. Entry Point #1 is a blended 
sample of well #2 and well #3. Mr. Tubb said that MTBE levels have shown up twice in the wells in 29 years. He said 
the source of the MTBE may have been from the former underground storage tanks that were on the site. Mr. Tubb 
said there has not been a big release from the ASTs currently on the site. Acetone contamination was also detected 
at Entry Point #1. The most recent detection of Acetone contamination was in July 2000 at a concentration of 13 
mg/L. 
 
Mr. Tubb said they are addressing the individual needs of people with medical conditions  by supplying bottled 
water to those people free of charge . He also said that they supply bottled water at no cost to anyone who requests 
it. In a conversation TCEQ had with Mr. Tubb on March 28, 2008, he said that the school district is providing bottled 
water to a pregnant student currently at the school. 
 
Grady ISD is surrounded by agricultural fields. The nearest PWS is Martin County FWSD 1 (PWS #1590002 – Martin 
County FWSD 1), located approximately 6.25 miles east-southeast of Grady ISD. This system consists of three wells 
ranging from 100 to 120 feet in depth. The wells are listed from 27 to 83 feet from the surface to the static water level. 
During the most recent sampling at this site in October 2007, Arsenic was detected in this well at a concentration of 
0.0086 mg/L (8.6 micrograms per liter). Nitrate was detected at a concentration of 7.96 mg/L (7,960 micrograms per 
liter). Acetone was detected most recently in July 2000 at a concentration of 12 micrograms per liter (0.012 mg/L). 
MTBE was not listed in the data. 
 
The surface water bodies are limited to playa lakes (ephemeral water bodies) with the closest one located 
approximately 0.25 miles to the south-southwest of the site. These surface water bodies are small ephemeral water 
sources that are not typically in hydraulic communication with the primary drinking water source (i.e., Ogallala Aquifer 
at approximately 150 feet below ground surface (bgs)). 
 
According to the TCEQ LPST Database Query Results, there is one reported LPST site listed between 14 and 15 
miles from the site. This site is the Martin County Road & Bridge Barn located in Stanton, Texas. The site priority code 
and description is listed as “4.2, NO GW IMPACT, NO APPARENT THREATS OR IMPACTS TO RECEPTORS.” The 
status code and description is listed as “6A, FINAL CONCURRENCE ISSUED, CASE CLOSED.” It states there is no 
water contamination. 
 
A Pre-CERCLIS report was completed for the site and that the site is not continuing under the Preliminary 
Assessment/Site Investigation (PA/SI) program. The EPA Quick Score was used as a preliminary scoring for the site. 
According to Quick Score, the site scored below the state superfund ranking of 5 on the groundwater pathway. Based 
on information as of July 2008, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program at this time. This site continues 
to be monitored under the direction of the Public Drinking Water Section of the TCEQ.  
 

 
 

Ware Electroplating Company 363 

 
 



 

Houston, Harris  
NFA 

10/29/2007 
 
The Ware Electroplating site was referred to the Remediation division in 2004 by the Enforcement Division. Samples 
were collected from the site and adjacent properties. Results showed that the site did not score > 5.0 and therefore 
was not eligible for state superfund evaluation. The building was in an advanced state of deterioration and was in 
danger of imminent collapse. Hazardous waste remained onsite and there was evidence of recent unauthorized 
access. 
 
TCEQ performed an immediate removal of the site and demolished the building. The site was restored to better than 
its previous condition. The associated Removal Action Report details sample results and other relevant site 
information. 
 
The removal action was completed in August 2005. 
 

 
 

Camp Wallace; Jack Brooks Park and Univ of Houston Coastal Ctr 369 
Hitchcock, Galveston County 

NFA 
04/15/2011 

 
Site Setting: 
Jack Brooks Park (1,603 acres) is owned and operated by Galveston County. It is located at 5721 FM 2004, 
Hitchcock, Texas. This area is north of Highway 6 and west of FM 2004. It is a recreational area with mountain bike 
trails, baseball and soccer fields, tennis courts, and a frisbee golf course. 
 
The University of Houston Coastal Center (925 acres) is located adjacent to Jack Brooks Park and is owned by the 
University of Houston. It is used as an environmental research field station. 
 
Site History: 
Jack Brooks Park and the University of Houston Coastal Center were both part of a US Military training area named 
Camp Wallace. Camp Wallace, which formally encompassed an area of approximately 3,314 acres, was used as a 
training center for anti-aircraft units during World War II. The land was acquired in 1941 and 1942 for army training 
and transferred to the United States Navy as a naval training and boot camp in 1944. After the war, in 1946, it was 
declared a surplus and the leased property was returned to the owner. 
 
Recent Verification Activity: 
A site visit was conducted by TCEQ representative, Andy Bajwa on May 12, 2005. On May 17, 2005, Andy Bajwa 
spoke with the Mr. Thomas Sasser, the Galveston County Parks Manager, via telephone. Mr. Sasser stated that he 
could not recall finding any hazardous debris; containerized hazardous toxic wastes; toxic or radioactive waste; or 
any ordinance and/or explosives at the park. 
 
 
The University of Houston Coastal center was also visited by TCEQ representative Andy Bajwa on May 12, 2005. At 
the time of the visit the entrance gate at the Coastal center was locked. Mr. Bajwa contacted Dr. Glenn Aumann, the 
Director of Coastal Center at the University of Houston, by telephone on June 8, 2005. During the phone call, Dr 
Aumann stated that he had been the director of the center since 1964 and he could not recall finding any hazardous 

 
 



 

debris; containerized hazardous toxic wastes; toxic or radioactive waste; or any ordinance and/or explosive waste on 
the Coastal Center. He further stated that the University maintains a weather research station for TCEQ on this 
property. He mentioned that there are no labs or other structures on the site. 
 
In April 2011, recent aerial photographs of Jack Brooks Park and the University of Houston Coastal Center provided 
by Google Earth were examined. These photographs showed that these areas are still recreational and/or 
undisturbed. 
 
Conclusions: 
Based on the information gathered during this verification investigation, no evidence of hazardous substances was 
determined to exist at either of these facilities, and no further action is recommended under the State Superfund 
Program. 
 

 
 

San Jacinto River Authority PWS ID 1700197 372 
The Woodland, Montgomery 

NFA 
04/15/2011 

 
     San Jacinto River Authority PWS 1700197 is a large water purveyor in the city of The Woodlands serving a 
population of approximately 78,000 people. There are 28 wells in service and currently in use. There are three water 
plants (Water Plants 1, 2, and 3 or Entry Points #1, #2, and #4) and three elevated storage tanks (Elevated Storage 
Tanks 3, 5, and 7 or Entry Points #3, #5 and #6) located in separate locations in The Woodlands, Texas. Water Plant 
1 or Entry Point #1 gets its drinking water from six wells (Well #1, Well #17, Well #18, Well #2, Well #3, and Well #4). 
Wells #1 and #2 are located at the Entry Point onsite at 11439 Slash Pine and the other wells are located nearby. 
Plant 2 or Entry Point #2 gets its drinking water from 10 wells (Well #11, Well #12, Well #15, Well #16, Well #21, Well 
#22, Well #5, Well #6, Well #7, and Well #8). Wells #5 and #6 are located at the Entry Point onsite at 6140 
Shadowbend and other wells are located nearby at offsite locations. Elevated Storage Tank 3 or Entry Point #3 gets 
its drinking water from four wells (Well #9, Well #10, Well #23, and Well #24). Wells #9 and #10 are located at the 
Entry Point onsite at 7100 Research Forest Drive. Wells #23 and #24 are located nearby at 8902 Research Forest 
Drive and supply the elevated storage tank, also located at 8902 Research Forest Drive. Plant 3 or Entry Point #4 
gets its drinking water from four wells (Well #13, Well #14, Well #19, and Well #20). Wells #13 and #14 are located at 
the Entry Point onsite at 6698 Alden Bridge Road and other are located at a nearby offsite location. Elevated Storage 
Tank 5 or Entry Point #5 gets its drinking water from two wells (Well #25 and Well #26) located at the Entry Point 
onsite at 8581 Woodlands Parkway. Elevated Storage Tank No. 7 or Entry Point #6 gets its water from two wells (#34 
and #34-A). 
According to the PWS file review, On December 7, 2004, routine samples were collected from the Entry Point #3 
(EP003) located at 7100 Research Forest Drive in the City of Woodlands. Carbon Tetrachloride was detected at 3.1 
µg/L. The concentration of the contaminant Carbon Tetrachloride detected was below the MCL of 5 µg/L. On March 
21, 2005, routine samples were collected from all Entry Points. No contamination was detected during this sampling 
event. On June 16, 2005, routine samples were collected from all entry points. No contamination was detected during 
this sampling event. 
Follow up samples were collected from Entry Point # 03 in February 2007 and March 2008 and carbon tetrachloride 
was non-detect in the samples. 
The site is active and is not eligible for state superfund program. 
Federal Pre-Cerclis Screening Report was prepared in June 2005 for the site. 
 

 

 
 



 

 
Harmon Air Service Inc II 396 

Winnie, Chambers County 
Active 

02/08/2008 
 

Verification Conclusion: Site Status is Active 
 
Harmon Air Services Inc was an aerial pesticide applicator company operating out of two Chambers County Airports. 
This site discovery focuses on activities occurring at the Winnie Community Airport (now called Winnie Stowell 
Airport). 
 
SITE STATUS: ACTIVE 
Winnie Stowell Airport is not eligible for State Superfund, since it is an active pesticide applicator facility. Jeffery Leger 
owns Twin County Air Ag Inc, which currently uses the airport for pesticide preparation and aerial application. 
 
NO EVIDENCE OF RELEASE 
TWC investigated soil contamination in 1987. EPA investigated groundwater at Winnie Stowell Airport 1989. Both 
agencies took samples while investigating a different pesticide applicator on-site (SKS Aviation TXD 981048556). The 
EPA found no evidence of release to groundwater above maximum contamination level for the pesticides toxaphene 
and methyl parathion. All groundwater samples were below the detection limit. TWC found the maximum pesticide 
concentration in a soil sample was 1.03 ppm of toxaphene. They determined there was low possibility of pesticide 
migration to groundwater or off-site. 
 
ENFORCEMENT RELATED INFORMATION 
Harmon Air Services Inc is recorded on the Secretary of State website as “forfeited existence”. The business was 
forfeited for back taxes after the owner, Alva Harmon, was killed in a mid-air collision. 
 
The site description on the referral form from EPA indicates an inaccurate location for Harmon Air Services; the 
directions place the airport near the town square in Winnie. I have confirmed through research of EPA files that 
Winnie Airport was the actual business location used by Harmon Air Services. 
 

 
 

Western Co of North America 399 
Snyder, Scurry County  

Active 
02/15/2008 

 
BJ Services USA aquired Western Company of North America in 1995. The Snyder facility is currently active and 
operates as a oil well service company. 
 

 
 
 

Texas Tank Car Works Inc 400 
San Angelo, Tom Green 

OTH 

 
 



 

02/08/2008 
 

Verification Conclusion: Site Status is OTHER – Currently in enforcement through TCEQ Industrial and Hazardous 
Waste Section 
 
Texas Tank Car Works operated an unpermitted hazardous waste landfill on their 28th street property. The site 
accepted hazardous foundry waste from B&M Foundry and Western Iron Works. 
 
SITE STATUS: OTHER 
Texas Tank Car Works Inc. is currently managed through the Environmental Cleanup Program (Project Manager 
Sonny Ramos) and Industrial and Hazardous Waste Section (Project Manager Scott Gronewald) at TCEQ. 
 
EVIDENCE OF RELEASE 
TWC investigated the landfill in 1984. As of December 18, 2007 the landfill has been closed with waste in place 
through the two programs mentioned above. The site is located within a vacant 42 acre site with no residents in 
proximity. There have been no local concerns about the landfill. 
 
ENFORCEMENT RELATED INFORMATION 
Post closure care of the landfill on-site is being addressed through Industrial and Hazardous Waste under the Solid 
Waste permit number 83142. The PRP and TCEQ have agreed on a Post-Closure Order including groundwater 
monitoring. 
 
This site has been associated with three EPA ID numbers: TXR000001388 (Central Registry), TX0001149798 (EPA 
Superfund Information System) and TXD027002112 (Site Discovery & Assessment). 
 
Two other mailing and business addresses are associated with Texas Tank Car Works: 
600 N Baze St, San Angelo (business office, not waste disposal site) 
PO Box 5700, San Angelo (post office box). 
 

 
 

Rockwool Industries Inc - Temple aka Baldwin Ehret-Hill 405 
Temple, Bell County 

NFA 
03/04/2009 

 
During September 1999, the TCEQ completed a Pre-CERCLIS Screening Checklist for the U.S. E.P.A. The report’s 
description of the site activities is summarized as “Baldwin Ehret-Hill operated from prior to 1961 until the mid 1960’s. 
They manufactured mineral wool insulation, blow wool, and batt wool. The primary waste generated in the process 
was spent iron shot material that is classified as a Class II industrial solid waste. No visible signs of hazardous 
substances were noted at the site. All the processing equipment was dismantled and shipped to the home office of 
Baldwin Ehret-Hill in Trenton, New Jersey, in the mid 1960’s. The property was sold and became a furniture 
manufacturing plant and a golf club manufacturing plant, while owned by CALCO Corporation (dba Plas Clad). During 
the site inspection in 1999, the facility was observed to be inactive, due to a fire, and CALCO was in the process of 
cleaning up the damaged portion of the property, with intentions to sell the property. The report ranked the site as a 
“Low Potential Hazard”. There were 22 drums of vinyl topcoat and vinyl sealer (used in the furniture manufacturing 
process) and waste piles of rubble as a result of the fire cleanup process; no visual evidence of observed releases 
was detected. The report cites a lack of targets, perennial surface water is located in excess of five miles from the 
site, no homes are located within 200 feet, and no private or public water wells are located within one mile of the site.” 

 
 



 

The PRE-Cerclis documented the site as “Low Potential Hazard – No waste source(s) identified and/or limited or no 
targets identified”. No sampling was recommended and an eligibility verification should have been completed to 
accompany the PRE-Cerclis Screening Checklist to designate the site as a no further action site due to a lack of 
targets and observed releases. 
 
Searching Bell County Appraisal District information, CALCO stopped paying taxes on the property in 1996. The site 
was purchased by Michael A. and Christine M. Niles, on May 9, 2005 through a Sheriff’s Deed, County records 
Volume 5695, Page 877. The latest site owners have remained current on their taxes from 2005 until present. An 
internet search of the site owner, Michael A Niles, and his address, 659 Commerce St., Holmen, Wisconsin, resulted 
in the information that Michael A Niles is the President of Scientific Recycling, Inc. Scientific Recycling, Inc., in 
Wisconsin, is the main office of the company, with five branch locations including the one located at the site in 
Temple, Texas. Based on the file review, the lack of documented observed releases at the site and receptor targets 
within range of the site, the site is designated a “no further action site”, for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Barksdale Storage Auxiliary 406  
Barksdale, Edwards County 

NS 
11/30/2007 

 
The site is reported to be a formerly used defense site (FUDS). The site is identified by the federal number 
K06TX012000A. The A is added because, it is reported, the US Army Corps of Engineers gave the same number to 2 
completely unrelated sites in completely different parts of Texas. This site is reported to be in Barksdale, Texas, in 
Edwards County. 
 
The only information for “K06TX012000” relates to the other site (Brownfield Gap Filler Annex), not to the Barksdale 
Storage Auxiliary. This is true both for TCEQ’s files and for the US Army Corps of Engineers files (conversation with 
Randy Niebuhr of the US Army Corps of Engineers, (817) 886-1482, November 30, 2007). The files and databases 
are not searchable for “K06TX012000A.” 
 
Internet searches under the name “Barksdale Storage Auxiliary,” and “Barksdale” with “Dept. of Defense” show no 
information for Barksdale Storage Auxiliary. Internet searches of the town’s information shows no information for a 
defense site or Barksdale Storage Auxiliary in or near Barksdale. Internet searches of maps and aerial photos dating 
back to 1985 show no information for a defense site or Barksdale Storage Auxiliary in or near Barksdale. 
 
Because of the lack of information, the inability to locate the FUDS and the lack of a report of hazardous substances 
or wastes being present at the FUDS, no further action is recommended for this site. 
 

 
 

Brownsville Army Airfield; Rio Grande Valley International Airport 410 
Brownsville, Cameron County 

Active 
11/30/2007 

 
The Brownsville-Pan American Municipal Airport relinquished management of the airport to the United States 
Army-Air Force as a national defense measure in 1944. The property (1,235.22 acres) was designated Brownsville 

 
 



 

Army Airfield for use as a military airfield until 1946 - approximately two (2) years. According to the airport’s website, 
the government primarily used the airport as an overhaul facility, since Pan American had an established overhaul 
base to test and overhaul aircraft and engines. Civilian and military pilot training programs also took place on the 
airfield. 
 
The government returned the airport to the city of Brownsville in 1948, when normal operations resumed. The airport 
has continued to grow, evolving into the airport/industrial park that exists today. 
 
File information indicates that only small arms used for security would have been used on the site. The potential 
presence of ordnance is considered only since some planes were transported from the airfield to war zones fully 
armed. Based upon an interview with the airport’s Maintenance Supervisor, Mr. Joe Torrez, an employee for the past 
eleven (11) years, there have been no reported incidents involving unexploded ordnance or ammunitions of any sort 
prior to, or during the eleven years he has worked at the airport. 
 
No further action is recommended for this site based upon the following: 
• No incidents on record related to unexploded ordnance in sixty (60) years since the airport ceased military 
operations; and 
• The site is a populated facility/area with ongoing operations. 
• The site is not eligible for the Superfund program based on its status as an active facility. 
 

 
 

Fort Crockett; City of Galveston 419 
Galveston, Galveston County 

NFA 
04/14/2011 

 
Setting: 
The City of Galveston aka Fort Crockett (the Site) is located on Highway 3005, Galveston, Galveston County, Texas. 
The Site is inactive. The Site is a city park located along the seawall with commercial businesses, hotels, and motels 
north of the location. The seawall has no beach access to the public. 
 
History of the Site: 
The Site is a Formerly Used Defense Site (FUDS). Fort Crockett was used as a coastal harbor and defense 
installation during World War I and World War II. The United States government acquired 15.55 acres between 1897 
and 1906. 
 
On November 6, 1957, the United States government conveyed 12.7 acres, and on 30 June 1958, conveyed 0.55 
acre to Galveston County for public road purposes. On 23 January 1958, the United States government conveyed 
2.30 acres to Galveston County for the seawall. 
 
On August 1994, a site visit was conducted by Mr. Jack Otis, Corps of Engineers Galveston District, and Mr. Ron 
Schott, Galveston County Engineer’s Office. They observed the locations of three former coastal batteries: Jacinto 
Laval, George Izard and Wade Hampton. These locations are all part of a county recreation areas on the seawall. 
They also observed, between 51st and 52nd streets, the concrete turret or tower of Battery Leonard Hoskins. This is 
part of the landscaping that fronts the San Luis Hotel. No ammunition or weaponry was observed. They reported that 
no hazardous, toxic or radioactive waste or hazardous debris was observed. 
 
Verification: 

 
 



 

On 4 March 2010, Lam Tran and Olga Salinas of TCEQ conducted a site visit to verify the Site. The Site consists of a 
public road with a seawall and recreational area that is approximately 570 feet length. The Site is located on the 
former Jacinto Laval Battery. The recreational area contains a 1900 Galveston Flood Monument and picnic tables. 
The Site has a vertical drop-off onto large boulder of rocks which extend to the shoreline. 
 
The seawall is made of concrete that is part of the roadway and is in good condition. No indications of hazardous 
substances or hazardous containers were observed at the Site. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Site is determined to be a No Further Action as there is no documented misuse or release of hazardous 
substances at the Site. Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on March 16, 2010, the current 
determination for the Site is that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Atlas AF Facility S-6; City of Lawn Property 422 
Lawn, Taylor County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Curt Wilhelm 428 
Alamo, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
02/13/2012 

 
Site Setting 
The Curt Wilhelm Site was located at 810 E. El Gato Rd, Alamo, Texas. The original owner, Curt Wilhelm, owned 
approximately 20 acres of citrus groves until 1983 when a freeze killed the groves and he sold the property. There 
were no buildings associated with the site. 
 
 
Site History 
According to the 1986 Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment report, Mr. Wilhelm 
indicated that Mr. Donald Thompson of Thompson Grove Care took care of the groves for him. The pesticides were 
added to the applicator equipment at the field. The mixture was sprayed completely on the site being treated. The 
empty plastic containers were rinsed once and burned on the ground at the field site. The rinsate was added to the 
mixture to be sprayed. The plastic liners were removed from the metal five-gallon containers, and then burned at the 
field site. The metal containers were sold as scrap to a company in Alamo, Texas. The chemicals of greatest concern 
used by Thompson Grove Care at the site were: Acaraben, Kelthane, Lorsban, Hyvar X, and Princep. 
 
 
Since Mr. Wilhelm did not conduct pesticide application on his orange groves and used a contract applicator for his 
land, and there was no visual evidence of onsite disposal of pesticide related wastes observed at the site in the 1986 
assessment; therefore, it was recommended no further action be taken under the Texas Water Commission’s 
Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection program. 

 
 



 

 
 
TCEQ Research 
The Hidalgo County Appraisal District (CAD) lists Palm Gardens Inc. as the previous owners of the site until 2003, 
when it was sold to JMP Group Inc. In 2007, JMP Group Inc. sold the property back to Palm Gardens Inc. As of 
February 3, 2010, the property is currently owned by the Pharr San Juan Alamo (PSJA) Independent School District 
(ISD) (Property ID #111694). A phone call was placed on November 3, 2011 to PSJA’s ISD concerning the current 
use of the property. Ms. Tami, a secretary for the school district, indicated that a school was built on the property in 
2010. The new school, Marcia Garza Elementary, opened August 2011. The physical address given is: 810 E. El 
Gato Rd, Alamo, Texas. 
 
A phone call was made on February 1, 2012, to Palm Gardens Inc., to obtain additional information regarding this 
site. According to Palm Gardens, Inc. manager, Mr. Dirk Westphal, the site has always had palm trees growing wild 
on it. His company dug up the mature palm trees and sold them. Mr. Westphal could not remember who the land was 
purchased from or when it was purchased prior to 2003. No pesticides were ever used or stored onsite, and there 
were never any buildings onsite either. Mr. Westphal stated there were no private wells onsite, and they got their 
water from the irrigation district. 
 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on 2/1/12, the current determination for the site is that is not 
eligible for the state Superfund Program due to the fact that there were never any buildings onsite to store chemicals 
in, pesticides were never used or stored onsite according to Mr. Westphal, and there are no private water wells. 
Therefore, no further action is recommended for this site under the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
 

Nike Air Battery No 1 Denton; University of N Texas etal Properties; DA-FT Def 429 
Sanger, Denton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Nike Air Defense Battery No 20; Terrell ISD et al Property; DA-FT Worth Defense 430 
Terrell, Kaufman County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Dalhart Air Force Aux Field No 2 431 

Dalhart, Dallam County 
NFA 

 
 



 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland AAF North Range Fire Station; David Fasken Estate 
Andrews, Andrews County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Delmita Gap Filler Annex; Gunstream Property TX 436 
Delmita, Starr County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Boykin Springs Camp Site; Dept of Agriculture Property 437 
Jasper, Jasper County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Gray AFB; Department of Army Property - Ft Hood 438 
Killeen, Bell County 

Active 
06/08/2008 

 
The Department of the Army Property - Fort Hood aka Gray AFB was determined not eligible under FUDS on June 
14, 1999. Gray AFB operated the airfield from 1947 to 1952. From 1852 - 1969, the airfield was operated by the 
Army. In 1969 the airfiled became part of Fort Hood. June 2000, the City of Killeen and the Department of the Army 
signed a joint use agreement. Fort Hood remians an active military facility and is not eligible for State Superfund. 
 

 
 

Dyess AFB Defense Area, Nike Battery DY-10; Abilene ISD et al Properties 422 
Abilene, Jones County 

 
 



 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Former Ellington Field Gunnery Range 
Galveston, Galveston County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

North Fort Worth Helium Production Plant; Federal Aviation Admin Property 447 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Former Palacios Gap Filler Annex 455 
Palacios, Matagorda County 

NFA 
05/01/2007 

 
The Site is located in the city of Palacios, Matagorda County but the exact address is unknown and cannot be 
determined from the available information. This 0.9 acre site was once leased from Texas National Guard Armory 
Board by US Army in 1955 for off base radar installation to provide radar coverage between air defense radar 
stations. Lease for portion was terminated in 1956 and then in 1965. Currently the site is owned by private owner, Mr. 
Kent Mayfield. Only known installation was electrical radar transformers and diesel tanks. Electrical radar 
transformers and a diesel tanks were located on site and have been removed. No information is available on how and 
when the removal occurred and whether or not post removal samples were collected. No information is available in 
Regional office files. An email was sent to Dwayne Ford of US Army Corp., Galveston Region requesting information 
on this Fud site. Mr. Ford did not respond to the email and when Mr. Ford was contacted by phone in his Dallas office 
for the site information, Mr. Ford stated that he did not find any information on this particular site in regional Corp. file. 
Palacios city Library and Museum was visited to search for the current status and physical location of this site. This 
search as well did not yield any useful information. The search on the current owner did not produce any information 
either. General Account Office lists the site an eligible Fud site but it also notes that no hazardous material found at 
the site and recommended no further action at the site. 
 
Since the electrical radar transformers and tanks are confirmed to be removed and the property was sold to private 
owner in 1965, more than 40 years ago and the fact the site location can not be determined, no further action is 
recommended for the site 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Fort Jacob Wolters; Former Fort Wolters; North Carolina National Bank Property 457 

Mineral Wells, Palo Pinto County 
OTH 

01/23/2007 
 

Based on the information provided in Site Survey Summary Sheet for Former Camp Wolters Property amended 
August 2001, the U.S. Government acquired by 23,747 acres between March 1941 and 1945 for use by the Army. 
The Army developed a base at the site and designated it as Camp Wolters. The Army used Camp Wolters as an 
infantry replacement center and constructed numerous buildings, a hospital, utilities, gunnery ranges, and 
underground storage tanks at the site. Following the end of the World War II, the Army declared the base excess, and 
transferred it to the War Assts Administration (WAA) for disposal. In May 1951, the Air Force reactivated a portion of 
Camp Wolters. They also acquired an additional 658 fee acres and 2,733 easement acres for a total of 11,241 acres, 
and designated it as Wolters Air Force Base. The WAA disposed of the remainder of the former base, 15,937 acres, 
to private interests.  
The Air Force constructed an airstrip at the base for use in Army Aviation Training. On July 1, 1956, the base was 
re-designated as Camp Wolters, and on December 15, 1956, the former base was transferred to the Army. The new 
mission for Camp Wolters was to conduct training for the U. S. Army Primary Helicopter School. Camp Wolters was 
designated Fort Wolters on June 1, 1963. On March 11, 1974, the Army declared the former base of 11,241 acres to 
be excess. Easement acres covering 2,733 acres were returned to the original owners, and the remaining acreage of 
the former base was transferred to the General Services Administration (GSA) for disposal. The GSA transferred 
3,680 acres to the State of Texas National Guard by license on May 5, 1976. Over the years, the City of Mineral Wells 
has sold portions of the former base to companies and private citizens. The Texas National Guard still uses its site for 
training and armory storage. A portion of the former base is now owned by the Texas State Parks and Wildlife 
Department, and is known as Lake Mineral Wells State Park. 
 
Mr. Randy Niebuhr of Fort Worth District and Mr. Clayton Cox of Texas State Parks and Wildlife conducted a site visit 
on October 26, 1994. They visit a 4-6 acre tract of land, formerly a portion of the Fort Wolters cantonment area, and 
now part of Lake Mineral Wells State Park. The tract is reported to be a former Fort Wolters landfill. No evidence of 
unexploded ordnance or unsafe debris resulting from DOD activity was found in the suspected landfill area. On May 
29, 2001, HNC conducted a site inspection of a 5-acre tract near and just within the western boundary of the former 
Camp. Present were Mr. Bill Sargent (CEHNC-OE-DC), Mr. Robert Bohannan (CEHNC-OE-S), Mr.Randy Niebuhr 
(CESWF-PER-D), Mr. Jim Johnson (Palo Pinto Sheriff’s Department), Mr. Tim Sewell, (TCEQ), Mr. Jim Ferris (SCI), 
and Mr. Scott Jeter (the landowner). The visitors discovered numerous MK II hand grenade fragments, fuzes, spoons, 
rings, and numerous examples of scrap from MKII Projection adapters (used to convert the MK II into a rifle grenade). 
They also found several .30 caliber cartridges, some unfired, and one live MK II hand grenade. Prior to the other 
visitors’ arrival, Mr. Jeter had found and still possessed three more live grenades. This was in addition to the 
approximately 15 other live grenades Mr. Jeter and Mr. Johnson had found on the surface at this site in visits during 
the previous several weeks. Casual inspections of neighboring properties uncovered more grenade related scrap, 
and discussions with neighbors indicated that they had found numerous similar artifacts in the past as well. 
 
Based on the Site Survey Summary Sheet for Former Camp Wolters amended August 2001, the remaining 
improvements at the former Camp Wolters location have been beneficially used. The potential BD/DR( Building 
Demolition and Debris Removal) project does not meet policy guidelines and is not recommended for the site. 
Potential project proposed on site are A) CON/HTRW (Containerized/Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive waste). 
There were 40 underground storage tanks (USTs) to be removed at the former Army Post. The USTs had been 
abandoned and had not been beneficially used subsequent to transfer by the Army to the current and previous 
civilian owners. The CON/HTRW project was proposed under Project No. K06TX003408. B) OEW (Ordnance and 

 
 



 

Explosive Waste) Artillery and gunnery ranges were constructed at the former base during World War II. A Time 
Critical Removal Action was conducted in 2001 to remove 129 live hand grenades from a 5-acre field being worked 
by a farmer for agriculture. There is further potential contamination remaining at the former ranges. C) HTRW ( 
Hazardous, Toxic, and Radioactive Waste). There is a suspected abandoned landfill, approximately 4-6 acres, at the 
cantonment area. The site is covered with grass and a few small trees. The HTRW project is proposed under Project 
No. K06TX003409. 
 
Based on information provided in Formerly Used Defense Sites dated May 18/1999, Corps of Engineers has removed 
44 USTs and 14 oil transformers from the site. Based on the search of LPST database and LPST file review in Region 
4, there are a lot of files such as LPST number 109490, 109489, 109740, 109485,109486, and 109487 related to 
Former Fort Wolters site under storage tank removal. There are also some files in Region 4 that there are no LPST 
number related to Former Fort Wolter site under ground storage tank removal. Currently, there is no active LPST 
project at former Fort Wolters site based on the LPST database search. 
 
Based on the Corrective Action Program database search results, there is a active project at former Fort Wolters site. 
Corps of Engineers is in the process cleanup and closing former Municipal Solid Waste Landfill at former Fort Wolters 
site. The TCEQ project manager for former Fort Wolters site is Mr. Dylan Lawson. 
 
There is no information available for project B at TCEQ Remediation Division. 
Because the Corps of Engineers is in process to cleanup the site under TCEQ Corrective Action Program, the site is 
not eligible for consideration under the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Fort Travis; Fort Travis Seashore Park 459 
Galveston, Galveston County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

City of San Angelo PWS 478 
San Angelo, Trinity County 

OTH 
08/15/2008 

 
Site History: 
The City of San Angelo PWS ID#2260001 site (TXN000606757) includes a five acre surface water treatment plant in 
San Angelo, Tom Green County, Texas that can treat up to 42 million gallons of water per day (MGD). The treatment 
plant and two of its raw water intake pumps are located on the west bank of the S. Concho River (also known as the 
Lone Wolf Reservoir) at the Lone Wolf dam. 
 
Carbon tetrachloride was detected at a concentration of 0.5 µg/L in a water sample collected from the plant’s 
clearwell on December 8, 2003. This led to a Pre-CERCLIS site inspection on January 23, 2006. During the 
Pre-CERCLIS site inspection, Goodfellow Air Force Base (AFB) was identified as a potential source of carbon 
tetrachloride based on proximity to the site and previous groundwater investigations. 
 

 
 



 

Goodfellow AFB is approximately one mile across the S. Concho River, upstream from the surface water treatment 
plant’s raw water intakes at the Lone Wolf dam. In March 2000, Goodfellow AFB notified the TCEQ that carbon 
tetrachloride was detected in an on-base monitor well. Subsequent rounds of groundwater sampling identified 
trichloroethene and chromium as the other contaminants of concern. 
 
Following the Pre-CERCLIS site inspection, a preliminary assessment/site inspection (PA/SI) was conducted in June 
2007 to identify the source of carbon tetrachloride. Sample results from the PA/SI detected carbon tetrachloride at 
0.64 µg/L, trichloroethene at 2 µg/L, and chromium at 206 µg/L in groundwater samples collected from a Goodfellow 
AFB monitor well. Carbon tetrachloride was also detected at a concentration of 0.6 µg/L (which is below the 
Maximum Contaminant Level of 5 µg/L) in groundwater samples collected from a private residential well. 
 
Goodfellow AFB has been identified as a potential source of carbon tetrachloride and trichloroethene based on 
historical operations and previous soil and groundwater investigations. Potential sources of carbon tetrachloride and 
trichloroethene at Goodfellow AFB include cleaning fluids and degreasing agents, refrigeration fluids, and fire 
extinguishers. Nine (9) wash racks and nine (9) operating locations were previously investigated as potential sources 
through soil and groundwater sampling. No potential sources of chromium have been identified at Goodfellow AFB or 
in the vicinity of the groundwater plume. 
 
Targets: 
The nearest surface water intakes are the two San Angelo PWS raw water intakes at the treatment plant on the S. 
Concho River at the Lone Wolf dam. They are approximately 1 mile from the potential source area. All other intakes 
for the San Angelo PWS are outside the Target Distance Limit of 15 miles from the Probable Point of Entry. The Lone 
Wolf dam intakes pump an average of approximately 3 MGD which is 1095 million gallons per year. Total pumpage 
for the San Angelo PWS is approximately 5.5 billion gallons per year. The San Angelo PWS serves a total population 
of 87,500 people. 20% of the total annual supply of water comes from the Lone Wolf dam intakes so the potential 
contamination population is 20% of 87,500, or 17,500 people. 
 
There are approximately seventy eight (78) private water wells within a 4-mile radius of the groundwater plume (thirty 
one (31) private wells within a 1-mile radius were verified in a door-to-door survey). Wells within the 1-mile radius are 
reportedly used only for irrigation, as the study area is supplied drinking water by the San Angelo PWS. No wells 
sampled during the June 2007 PA/SI detected any hazardous substances above the MCL. 
 
The S. Concho River is a designated water recreation and fishing area. Also, it is habitat known to be used by the 
Concho Water Snake (Nerodia paucimaculata), a Federal designated threatened species. 
 
Conclusions: 
EPA has recommended The City of San Angelo PWS ID#2260001 site (TXN000606757) for No Further Remedial 
Action Planned. The surface water treatment plant (PWS ID#226001) is still active and under the jurisdiction of 
TCEQ’s Public Drinking Water Section. The groundwater contamination at Goodfellow Air Force Base is being 
addressed under TCEQ’s corrective Action program (IHW Corrective Action# 64004). 
 

 
 

El Paso Water Utilities Public Service 479 
El Paso, El Paso County 

OTH 
04/02/2008 

 
Prior to conducting the SSI sampling event, the wells of concern were EPWUPSB’s well numbers 19, 39, 405, and 
406. Sampling events conducted from 1996 through 2003 indicated the hazardous substances of concern were 

 
 



 

tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene, 1,1,1-trichloroethane, cis-1,2-dichloroethene, ethylbenzene, m&p-xylene, and 
o-xylene. The sample analysis results from the SSI indicated the EPWUPSB’s wells of concern are 37, 49, 50, 77, 
405, and 412. The June 19-21, 2007, SSI sampling event documented the hazardous substances of concern were 
arsenic, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, selenium, vanadium, zinc, chloroform, cis-1,2-dichloroethene, and 
1,2-dichloroethane. Although the SSI results did not confirm previous sampling events’ results, it did indicate the 
presence of two hazardous substances, 1,2-dichloroethane and arsenic at levels above MCLs. Although the MCL 
exceedences were detected in an active public water supply well (Well Number 49) and people may potentially be 
exposed to them, the samples were collected from raw water, prior to treatment. The Water System Division Manager 
for the EPWUPSB was notified of the MCL exceedences, to ensure the public would be protected from the Hueco 
Bolson aquifer’s undefined groundwater plume. The EPWUPSB replied that well number 49 is equipped with granular 
activated carbon at the well head and the water is blended into one of the EPWUPSB’s arsenic removal facilities, the 
Cielo Vista Arsenic Treatment Facility. 
 

 
 

Eagle Mountain Army Airfield; International Word of Faith et al Properties 482 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

James O Todd 483 
Palmhurst, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
09/04/2007 

 
EPA referred this site, located at 7603 Stagecoach in San Antonio, as a ground applicator identified from Texas 
Department of Agriculture files. A preliminary assessment report on behalf of the Texas Water Commission dated 
October 1st, 1986 concludes that the site “is not a site where pesticide related activities have been conducted” but 
rather the former residence of Mr. James. O. Todd. 
 
Mr. Todd, the report remarks, is a licensed ground applicator based in Mission, Hidalgo County. The applicator’s 
license was used for custom and private application of Roundup and Treflan on citrus groves only. Mr. Todd was 
interviewed as part of this preliminary assessment and both of these sites were inspected. According to Mr. Todd, all 
empty pesticide containers are triple rinsed and container rinsates are applied to the treatment mixtures, thus not 
requiring any disposal. No visual evidence of the misuse of pesticides was found; no evidence of uncontrolled 
releases was observed. 
 
Present-day attempts at contacting Mr. Todd were unsuccessful as no commercial or residential listing was found for 
him. The conclusion of the TWC PA/SI program of “no further action is recommended” stands today as there is no 
documentation suggesting an uncontrolled release of hazardous substances has occurred at this inactive site. 
 

 
 

Winkler Avenue Drums 523 

 
 



 

South Houston, Harris County 
NFA 

04/30/2014 
 

Site Setting: 
 
The Winkler Avenue Drums Site (site) is a partially developed commercial property, consisting of approximately 2-3 
acres of land, located at the intersection of Winkler Avenue and Main Street, in South Houston, Harris County, Texas. 
The Site is comprised of three tracts of land, including two northern tracts that were previously occupied by an 
automotive transmission shop and trailer house and a southern tract that in the past consisted of an open field with an 
oil well and four shallow pits {which appear to have now been filled or covered). There are two separate owners of the 
northern and southern tracts. Current land use in the vicinity of the site consists of commercial/industrial 
development. Stevenson Middle School is located northeast of the site, on the north side of Winkler Avenue and an 
automobile salvage yard is located to the west. 
 
Site History: 
 
The site was historically utilized as a drum storage, drum recondition and barbeque pit manufacturing facility. The 
Haul-A-Drum company owned and operated the property from approximately 1981 until late 1984. The site, along 
with other facilities operated by Haul-A-Drum, was brought to the attention of the EPA in March 1985. It was reported 
in the EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification report (dated 03/25/1985) that substances had been 
dumped into an abandoned well or pit by the owner/operator. The EPA identified potential groundwater contamination 
as a key concern at the Site due to the presence of a shallow upper groundwater zone, potentially encountered 
between three to five feet below surface grade. 
 
A Removal Action was conducted at the site by the EPA in May 1986, during which concerns noted in the EPA 
inspection of March 1985 were addressed. Specifically, all drums were removed, the contents of the septic tank were 
solidified and removed, and the top one to two inches of soil were removed. A geophysical survey was conducted by 
the EPA in 1986, which indicated that buried drums were probably not located on the site, even though several 
shallow pits were identified on the western end of the southern tract. A buried former lagoon was described in the 
eastern portion of the southern tract. 
 
 
 
TCEQ Activities: 
 
In 2011, because EPA’s sampling was limited to shallow soil, the TCEQ conducted additional sampling of deeper soil 
and shallow groundwater at the site. The TCEQ contracted Geo Strata Inc. to conduct a state screening of the site to 
investigate subsurface soils and shallow groundwater for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), Semi Volatile Organic 
Compounds (SVOCs), PCBs, pesticides, and metals. 
 
The laboratory analyses of the soil samples indicated that none of the chemicals analyzed were detected at levels 
greater than three times the highest concentration in the background; therefore, a release was not established by 
chemical analysis. 
 
The groundwater analytical results from one of the four temporary piezometers indicated a 1,1-dichloroethene 
concentration of 0.0503 mg/L, which exceeded the groundwater Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) and 
Protective Concentration Level (PCL) and which was also greater than three times the highest concentration in the 
background. The Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for 1,1-dichloroethene is MCL of 0.007 mg/L. Based upon the 

 
 



 

results of the sampling activities, sampling of the private and public water wells was recommended to evaluate 
potential impacts to groundwater used for drinking water. 
 
The site is located in an urban area of the City of South Houston, site is currently zoned as commercial and the 
drinking water in the area is provided by the city. The main source of drinking water for the city is groundwater from 
the Chicot and Evangeline aquifers. There are five public water system supply (PWS) wells operated by the City of 
South Houston and are located within three to four mile radius of the site. Two of these wells are located within a two 
mile radius of the site. 
 
Since no active private drinking water wells were identified within three mile radius of the site, TCEQ decided to 
sample all five of the City of South Houston public water wells and in August 2012 contracted Geo Strata to conduct 
the sampling of the wells for VOCs. 
 
Laboratory analyses of the groundwater samples collected from the City of south Houston wells indicated all samples 
were non-detect, with the exception of acetone, which was also detected in the trip blank. Therefore, the acetone 
detection is considered a result of field contamination. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Being that the source of hazardous substances was addressed in the aforementioned EPA removal and no observed 
release was observed in soil and although 1,1-dichloroethene was detected above the MCL in one shallow 
groundwater sample, however, site is currently zone as commercial/Industrial, and drinking water to the site and area 
is supplied by the City of South Houston. Laboratory analyses of wells water indicate that the wells water is safe for 
drinking indicating that the contamination is limited to shallow groundwater is not traveling offsite. 
 
Therefore, as part of the TCEQ state screening, a State Superfund eligibility determination of No Further Action is 
made based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

A B Chance Company 547 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
06/08/2016 

 
Site Setting 
A.B. Chance Co. (the “site”) is located at 12317 Almeda Road, in Houston, Harris County, Texas (latitude: 29.63101° 
N, longitude: 95.409618° W). The site is comprised of approximately 26 acres with several warehouses and 
commercial buildings onsite. The site is located in a light industrial area with a residential neighborhood less than ¼ 
mile west of the site. No schools or sensitive ecological areas are present within 1 mile of the site. 
 
Site History 
 
A.B. Chance and its predecessor, Universal Pole Bracket Corporation, operated at the site as a metals fabrication 
company from 1957 to 1982. The company operated a hot dip galvanizing facility for steel. Spent pickle liquors were 
collected in a clay-lined pit on the premises prior to off-site disposal. In 1975, the pit was closed under TWQB oversite 
and replaced with a pond with a synthetic liner for safer pickle liquor storage. A. B. Chance sold the site to Houston 
Export Crating Company in 1982. The Houston Export Crating Company provided services related to receiving, 
checking, packaging, and delivery of goods for export. 

 
 



 

 
In 1978, A.B. Chance was cited for unauthorized discharges from the spent acid holding pond to a drainage ditch and 
into Sims Bayou. In 1980, the company was issued a State Industrial Solid Waste Storage/Processing/Disposal 
permit (#30491). Known waste from site operations included sulfuric acid, caustic liquids and sludges, lead, 
manganese, chromium, and zinc. Six SWMUs were located at the site, several of which were closed under TWQB 
and TNRCC Closure Group in 1975 and 1990. 
 
An EPA preliminary assessment was conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc. in 1989. The PA concluded that 
the A.B. Chance Company was an inactive steel fabrication facility that generated hazardous waste stream, which 
was at one time discharged into a flood control ditch, in violation of the Hazardous Metals Rule. Information about 
potential migration of contaminants to groundwater was unavailable during the PA. Although surface water 
contamination had been recorded in 1978, the PA concluded that there were limited surface water pathway targets, 
and that the site had been closed and remediated, reducing the on-site exposure and air migration potential. 
 
A State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility/Status Sheet was completed on December 19, 1997, and indicated that 
the site was an inactive facility with insufficient data for screening purposes and that it should be referred to field 
operations for sampling inspection. This document does not mention the acceptance into the VCP earlier that year. 
 
Houston Export Crating brought the site into the TNRCC Voluntary Cleanup Program in August 6, 1997. A ½ acre 
portion of the site was closed as a Class 1 landfill in 1982, and a cap repair was conducted in 1998. Subsequent 
sampling of groundwater and soils did not indicate PAHs, metals, or VOCs above detection limits. Certificates of 
Completion (COCs) were issued for three Partial Response Action Areas at the site in 1998, 2001, and 2003. The site 
PCA code was closed in 2003 after TCEQ received proof of filing for the COCs from the PRP. Institutional controls 
were placed on the site in 1982 and in 2003. Site files have been filmed and are stored in Central Records.  
 
In May 2016, TCEQ Superfund Section staff performed a records search for information pertaining to past and current 
activity at the site. The site address was researched in the TCEQ Central Registry. A. B. Chance Company is 
RN100670827 and was assigned Solid Waste Registration #30491 by the Industrial and Hazardous Waste Section. 
The subsequent site owner, Houston Export Crating is RN101206183, and performed remediation of the site in the 
VCP (Site # 587). All VCP files for the site have been filmed. 
 
The Texas Secretary of State’s Business Organizations database was researched. Universal Pole Bracket 
Corporation, the original owner of the site, was a domestic for-profit corporation that was voluntarily dissolved in 
1952. A. B. Chance Co. was a foreign for-profit corporation with a legacy filing date of 1975 and was terminated 
October 2005. The current operator at the site, American Pole and Timber, a.k.a. Building Products Plus Co. L.L.C., is 
an active domestic limited liability company formed in June 1993 and is headquartered at the site. 
 
The Harris County Central Appraisal District website was searched, and current property owner for the site is Almeda 
Holdings, Ltd. and the property is listed as an industrial park. 
 
Google Earth images of the site show its development history from fields in 1953, to the A. B. Chance facility in 1978, 
to a vacant lot in 1989, to warehouses and lumber storage yards at the site today, operated by American Pole and 
Timber. 
 
Texas Water Development Board’s Groundwater Data Viewer was searched, and there are three industrial water 
wells and one public supply well within ½ mile of the site. An additional one irrigation well, two public supply wells, 
and five industrial wells are within a one-mile radius of the site. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

The site was closed under the TCEQ VCP in 2003 and the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment 
Program (SSDAP) has determined no further action is needed under the SSDAP at this time. 
 

 
 

Kelly Military Airfield 559 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 
 

Fort Wolters; Kevin OCullin & Carl E Kessler 560 
Mineral Wells, Palo Pinto County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 
 

Laguna Madre Gunnery Range 561 
Port Isabel, Cameron County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF and Bombing Ranges; Pyote AAF Gun Range; Magard et al Properties 563 
Pyote, Pecos County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Raymond G Thompson 567 
Mathis, San Patricio County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 

 
 



 

According to the file review, Raymond G. Thompson obtained the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) Certified 
Applicator’s license (TDA Individual Control Number 9230). At the time of site inspection in 1986, the site address 
was found to be a residence. Raymond G. Thompson used to own the residence at one point. He may have used the 
address to register for the TDA license. During a telephone interview with Mr. Larry Stapp, former coworker of 
Raymond G. Thompson, it was found that they both took TDA’s applicator test, however both decided against forming 
a company. 
 
Currently, the site address is a residence owned by Juan and Romelia Cervantez in Mathis, Texas. 
Since the site address is a residence an no operations took place at this address, it is recommended as non-site 
under the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Red River Arsenal Rifle Range; Cabe Brothers Land Co 568 
Texarkana, Bowie County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Target Range No 3; Smithers Transportation Test Center et al Property 572 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Stephens Aerial Spraying 575 
Abernathy, Hale County 

Active 
02/18/2009 

 
Stephens Aerial Spraying is an inactive pesticide applicator located at the Abernathy Municipal Airport, five miles east 
of the intersection of FM 2060 and I-27. The airport has one operating aerial pesticide applicator onsite. Stephens 
Aerial Spraying had a hangar and a mixing and loading area next to the hangar at the airport. The Abernathy Airport 
was originally used in WWII as an auxiliary air base. The entire Abernathy Municipal Airport site is approximately 400 
acres and is bounded on the south by FM 2060, on the east by an unknown county road, on the north by an unknown 
county road, on the northwest by a golf course, and on the west by agricultural fields. The only paved runway is 
located west of the operations area and runs north to south. The site is located in a rural area. 
 
Marvin Stephens owned and operated the Stephens Aerial Spraying business out of the Abernathy Municipal Airport 
in 1968, but sold the business to Mark Miller in 1986. Stephens Aerial Spraying continued to operate out of the 
Abernathy Municipal Airport till 1994, until Mr. Miller sold the equipment from the Stephens Aerial Spraying to a 
business located in Goodland, Kansas. In a phone interview with Mike Cypert, city manager of Abernathy, on 

 
 



 

11/4/2008, Mr. Cypert said the airport is active and Stephens Aerial Spraying has not used the airport in many years. 
In addition, he said only one aerial applicator is operating from the airport at this time. 
 
In 1990, The Texas Water Commission conducted a Preliminary Assessment and Site Inspection at the Stephens 
Aerial Spraying site and its surrounding area. During the Site Investigation pesticide odors were observed around the 
Stephens Aerial Spraying hangar. In addition, large patches of dead vegetation were observed. Seven soil samples 
and one groundwater sample were collected at the time of the Site Inspection. 
 
The sample results from the Site Inspection indicated soil samples exceeded the USEPA Region 6 Human Health 
Based Soil Screening Levels for arsenic, methyl parathion, and toxaphene. It was determined that risk of exposure to 
contaminants was low due to the low level of activity on the site and the low population in the immediate vicinity. 
 
Conclusions 
 
This site is currently active and therefore not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. However, this site 
should be referred to the TCEQ’s field operations program to address the soil sample exceedances of arsenic, methyl 
parathion, and toxaphene 
 

 
 

Pecos AAF Hermosa Auxiliary Field No A-2; Stockman Farms 576 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 2; University of Texas & Wight Properties 578 
Midland, Andrews County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Airfield Bombing Range No 15; Harris Property 579 
Midland, Glasscock County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 16; Lawson Property 580  

 
 



 

Midland, Midland County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 17; Smith Property 581 
Midkoff, Upton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 21; Ellison Tom et al Property 582 
Rankin, Upton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 22; Pevehouse Property 583 
Odessa, Ector County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 6; University of Texas Property 584 
Andrews, Andrews County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 7; University of Texas & Fasken Property 585 
Andrews, Andrews County 

 
 



 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 8; Mabee Property 586 
Andrews, Andrews County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 9; Echols Property 587 
Patricia, Martin County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pecos AAF Crystal Auxiliary Field No A-5; Worshan & Moore Properties 589 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pecos AAF Toyah Auxiliary Field No 4; Rex Hardin & Mike Mackuca 592 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Ground Gunnery Range; Crider et al Properties 594 
Pyote, Ward County 

 
 



 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Target Range No 4; Trees Estates et al Property 595 
Coyanosa, Pecos County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Target Range No 2; Alanton Co et al Property 596 
Fort Stockton, Pecos County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Plainview MWS 605 
Plainview, Hale County 

OTH 
07/13/2015 

 
The Plainview Groundwater Plume site consists of a ground water plume in which pesticide contamination has been 
detected. The location of the plume is in Plainview, located in Hale County in the Texas Panhandle, approximately 43 
miles north of Lubbock. The site was initially identified by the initial detection of atrazine in Plainview Municipal Well 
System (Plainview MWS) Point of Entry (POE) 006 in January 1999 and January 2000. The well was taken out of 
service in February 2000 and reportedly placed back in service in 2001 for emergency use only. The highest level of 
atrazine that has been detected by laboratory analysis in samples from Well 16 is 3.97 micrograms/liter. 
 
City wells produce water from the High Plains (Ogallala) aquifer from depths ranging from approximately 157 to 280 
feet below ground surface (bgs). The regional ground water flow is from WNW to ENE, although the local direction of 
flow may be different based on pumping rates of water supply wells. The Plainview MWS is supplied by the Canadian 
River Municipal Water Authority and 15 wells. Wells 16, 17 and 18, located near the Hale County Airport, feed into 
POE 006. The screened interval of Well 16 is 127.5 to 270.5 feet bgs and the water level in 2002 was 161 feet bgs. 
The three Plainview MWS wells were installed in 1968. 
 
Pesticides have also been found in monitoring wells associated with Miller Flying Service, located on Hale County 
Airport property. Eighteen monitoring wells and one recovery well have been installed for a leaking underground 
storage tank site (LPST # 113046) investigation. Petroleum constituents have been determined to be in the ground 

 
 



 

water and LNAPL has been found in several monitoring wells. (Ref. 14, p.241) The Miller Flying Service LPST site 
was referred to the TCEQ Corrective Action Section (CAS) because pesticide constituents were discovered along 
with the petroleum contamination in the ground water. However, Miller Flying Service was sent a letter in March 2003 
stating that no further action was required for the herbicide contamination found in the monitoring wells because the 
atrazine concentrations were found to be below Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Residential Tier 1 
Groundwater Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs) of 3.0 ppb. LPST #113046 was referred from EC to SLS in 
September 2008, as a Priority 2.5 site. It was referred to SLS on the basis of financial inability; however, the 
co-mingled plume issue is still a question relating to the restrictions of the funds used for clean-ups by the TCEQ. 
 
Although the source or sources for the pesticide contamination have not been definitively determined, information 
was gathered by TCEQ Groundwater Planning and Asssessment Team personnel during an August 2002 site visit 
(contact Al Cherepon for further details). Malcolm Laird of the TCEQ Region 2 office in Lubbock stated that he was 
told by one of the aerial operators that a sizeable volume of liquid atrazine spilled from a truck at the Hale County 
Airport around 1975. A former partner of Miller Flying Service, Mr. Roger Horan (Hale County Spraying and Horan 
Spraying Service) reported to the Groundwater Assessment Team that several transient aerial applicators had 
worked out of the airport over the years and there may have been spills no one would know about. He was a former 
partner of Mr. Miller and said that the mixing and rinsing pad for Miller Flying Service was located where the present 
day surface storage tanks are installed. This location is near the drainage ditch that leads toward Plainview MWS 
Well 16. 
 
SSI sampling event performed week of August 23, 2004. Surface soil, monitoring wells, and public water supply wells 
were sampled. One soil sample had SVOCs at least 3X background. All soil samples (excluding background 
samples) had between four and six different pesticides found in concentrations at least 3X background. Groundwater 
samples contained VOCs, SVOCs, pesticides, and inorganics at levels above 3X background. Field reconnaissance 
gathered non-analytical information on other potential sources, including potential pesticides in use at the cemetery 
and a nearby quarry that could have been a location for illegal dumping of pesticides. DNAPL and LNAPL was 
observed in some monitoring wells. BTEX concentrations were so high that dilution of samples at laboratory was 
required. The SSI Report was submitted to EPA 7/2005. EPA’s NFRAP for site was issued 7/19/07.  The site is eligible 
for State Superfund because no definitive PRP determination can be made other than Miller Flying Service and that 
entity is financially unable to perform the cleanup,  according to the LPST determination. 
 

 
 

Parker Brothers Company 606 
Houston, Harris County 

OTH 
01/27/2009 

 
The Parker Bros. Co. site consists of 15.2592 acres of vacant land with two concrete silos and areas of waste tires 
and other wastes scattered throughout the property. It is the location of a former concrete batching facility. 
Unauthorized dumping appears to have been occurring at the site for a number of years, judging from the condition of 
the containers that were found at the site. The site is on the outcrop of the Chico aquifer and water supply wells are 
located in the area. The closest water well (Pine Village P.U.D PWS #1010901) is approximately 1/4 mile from the 
site. The depth of the well is 1315 feet, installed in the Evangeline aquifer. The only contaminant of concern in a 
concentration of at least three times background that was found in any of the four wells sampled was 11.5 ppb 
arsenic in the Pine Village well; however the PWS samples taken on a regular basis for compliance have had arsenic 
concentrations between 10 ppb and 12 ppb in most of the samples through at least 2007; arsenic is believed to be 
naturally occurring in the groundwater in the area. 
 

 
 



 

Four soil and four sediment samples contained one or more of the following contaminants at concentrations 
exceeding 3X background: arsenic, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, manganese, nickel, silver, vanadium and/or zinc. 
Chromium and zinc were found in one or more soil samples at concentrations exceeding TRRP Comm./Ind. PCLs. 
 
At the time of the SSI, there was a well on the site with a damaged wellhead; a report from a much earlier 
investigation stated that the well was approximately 385 feet deep. There were no residents on or adjacent to the site 
and no workers on site at the time of the investigation in 2001. However, the site is easily accessible and surrounded 
by both residential and commercial areas. 
 
Parker Bros. Co. purchased the property in 1956 and operated the batch making plant during the 1960's. Mr. Toghani 
Mehdi of Houston has owned the property since at least the 1990's; county tax assessor records do not provide the 
year of purchase. The activities associated with the concrete batching business are not believed to have generated 
any hazardous waste; the contaminants onsite most likely came from illegal dumping as evidenced from the drums 
and other containers found during investigations (listed in SSI and referenced reports). 
 
The SSI report was submitted to the EPA in October 2001. TCEQ received the NFRAP for the site from EPA in March 
2005. No enforcement action is known to have occurred for the site. The site should be referred to Field Operations 
for further action. 
 

 
 

Former Sabine Pass Temporary Harbor Defense; Sabine Pass Harbor Forts 637 
Port Arthur, Jefferson County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Tamplen-Ownby Spraying 644 
Crowell, Foard County 

NFA 
12/05/2007 

 
A preliminary assessment was conducted under the TWC PA/SI program by Howard Saxion of Gutierrez, Smouse, 
Wilmut & Assoc. Inc. concerning the pesticide management and application practices of Tamplen-Ownby Spraying 
(TOS). A site inspection was conducted at the site on October 7, 1986. In addition to the inspection, a telephone 
interview was conducted on October 14, 1986 with Mr. Danny M. Ownbey. 
 
TOS was in business during the spring of 1982. The company operated from the ranch of Mr. Ownbey. Pesticides 
were mixed at the application site and the bulk pesticides were stored in shed, for a short period before use, at the 
ranch. Pesticide application equipment was rinsed frequently with water and the rinsate used at the application site or 
Mr. Ownbey’s ranch. 
 
I spoke with Mr. Ownbey on 12/5/2007 and he stated that TOS was only in business that one year and the company 
was dissolved in 1987. The only pesticide application occurring at the Ownbey ranch is contracted out to a licensed 
applicator and no pesticides are stored at the ranch. 
 

 
 



 

Updated telephone: (940) 474-3334 
 
I will recommend that a no further action (NFA) be assigned to this site. 
 

 
 

Tanner Spray Service 645 
Pharr, Hidalgo County 

NS 
08/31/2007 

 
Subject: Site Verification at Former Pesticide Applicator Location, Tanner Spray Service, 621 East Jones St. Pharr 
(Hidalgo County) Texas 
 
The Tanner Spray Service, located at 621 East Jones St. Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas, was a former pesticide 
applicator location. A former Texas Water Commission (TWC) inspector inspected the site in December 16, 1985 to 
determine if evidence of misuse or disposal of pesticide or pesticide related waste was present. The inspection 
results show that there was no evidence of pesticide related waste or containers observed at the site. Based on the 
results of the site visit/inspection, the TWC inspector recommended no further actions at the site. 
 
On September 4, 2007 TCEQ State Lead PM called the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) to verify the site 
and/or owner (Mrs. J.H. Tanner) registration status. The TDA indicated that neither the site nor the site owner had 
ever been registered with the TDA. On September 4, 2007 Hidalgo County Appraisal District was called to check the 
history of site address, site has historically been Homestead prior to the investigation. 
 
Recommendation: 
Since the address listed in the EPA report does not correspond with an agriculture pesticide applicator site, this site 
verification is listed as a Non-site (NS). 
 

 
 

Taylor Farm & Ranch 646 
Yorktown, Dewitt County 

Active 
02/09/2009 

 
This is a retail ranch and feed store in Yorktown, TX. It was listed as a potential hazardous waste site in 1986 while 
known as Taylor Farm and Ranch. It now operates under the name of Yorktown Ranch Supply. It is unknown if this 
use has been consecutive through time or if another type of business has operated in this space in the intervening 
twenty years. However, since it is an active site it is ineligible for the State Lead Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Teague Flying Service 648 
Littlefield, Lamb County 

NS 
08/02/2007 

 

 
 



 

According to the EPA's inspection report dated May 16, 1986, the site address was Teague's residence. Virgil Teague 
operated Teague Flying Service at Littlefield Municipal Airport. He was deceased five years ago at the time of the 
inspection. There was several other flying service operated at Littlefield Municipal Airport. The Teague's residence 
was located in residential neighborhood. No misuse of pesticides and empty containers were observed at the 
residence. The Littlefield Municipal Airport was recommended for a site inspection under RCRA and will be verified as 
a separate site if it has been referred to State Lead Section. Since, the given site address was a residence, this is 
considered as non-site based on TCEQ's investigation. 
 

 
 

Teels Tree Service Inc 649 
Corpus Christi, Nueces County 

NS 
08/29/2008 

 
This is a single family dwelling in a residential neighborhood in Corpus Christi, TX. It appears that it was the home 
address of Leroy Teel, who owned a tree service in 1986. While Mr. Teel may have run his business out of his home, 
there is no indication that it was ever used to store hazardous materials. The present owners are Mr. and Mrs. Juan 
Gamez, who purchased the house in 1990 through the Federal National Mortgage Association and have resided 
there since. 
 

 
 

Texana Ag Products 651 
Edna, Jackson County 

Active 
09/15/2008 

 
Historical Site Information – At the time of the Preliminary Assessment (PA) conducted at the Texana Ag Products 
facility, the site was comprised of an office warehouse and shed on a 3-acre parcel of property. The Site is located on 
County Road 324, in Jackson County, Texas, and is 14.8 miles east of Victoria and 9.2 miles south of Edna, Texas 
(Attachment 1). The site is located in an agriculture setting (Photographs 1 and 2). The PA information indicates that 
Texana Ag Products provided fertilizer and herbicide application services to farmers in the Jackson County area 
(Attachment 2). Texana currently operates under the name Agriliance (Attachments 2 and 3, Photograph 3) which is a 
marketing joint venture formed in May 2004 by Land O’ Lakes and CHS Incorporated and Farmland Industries 
(Attachment 3). 
 
Regulatory History - An inspection was performed by the Texas Department of Agriculture on May 1, 1985 
(Attachment 2). The inspection identified concerns with waste management practices and disposal of empty 
containers (Attachment 2). A PA was performed on February 11, 1986 (Attachment 2). No empty containers were 
observed at the site during the PA. No soil stains or other evidence of environmental distress was observed. The PA 
recommended no further action for the Texana Ag Products facility. On March 26, 2008, a site verification was 
performed on the facility by the TCEQ (Attachment 1, Photographs 3-5). 
 
Current Site Conditions - The facility is no longer named Texana Ag Products. The facility is currently named 
Agriliance (Photograph 3). Agriliance provides the same services that Texana Ag Products did during the 70s through 
the 90s (Attachment 3). Agriliance supplies crop nutrients, crop protection products, seeds and related technical 
services to farmers (Attachment 3). Based on the site verification update performed on March 26, 2008, the site is 
currently active and not a candidate for further assessment at this time (Attachment 1, Photographs 1-5). 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Texas Farm Products 656 

Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches County 
Active 

11/07/2014 
 

Site Setting 
Texas Farm Products (the site) is located at 608 W Main Street, Nacogdoches County. The site is on the north side of 
Highway 21, approximately 0.25 miles west of U.S. 59F Business. The location of the site is in a commercial area, 
west of downtown Nacogdoches. The site consists of warehouses with loading docks and a retail store. Adjacent to 
the site used to be C.J Martin & Sons, which was also owned by the owners of Texas Farm Products, but it is no 
longer in existence. The site is owned by Texas Farm Products, but it the location of the Lone Star Farm and Home 
Center, an assumed name of the Texas Farm Products Company. The location of the site was unable to be obtained 
using the coordinates provided, and was determined via other research. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as the location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 12, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On October 9, 1986, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) of the site was 
conducted by Phyllis Frank with Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. Frank conducted a visual inspection of the 
site with Dickey Johnson (General Operations Manager), Eddie Whitley (General Manager-Farm Division), and Billy 
Sims (Manager Quality Control and Tech Services), on August 7, 1986. Present at the site were empty drums from 
spill material as listed in the report. The substances of greatest concern that might have been present at the site were 
2,4 D pesticides, strychnine-based pesticides. 
 
According to the PA, there was no evidence of misuse of pesticides or pesticide-related waste during the inspection. 
Adjacent to the site was C.J. Martin & Sons, Inc., which was owned by the same entity as Texas Farm Products. C.J. 
Martin & Sons, Inc. was a pesticide reformulation company. There were drums visible on C.J. Martin & Sons, Inc.’s 
premises at the time of the inspection. In the event that Texas Farm Prod needed to dispose of any containers or 
there was a spill, they sent the material with C.J. Martin’s wastes. C.J. Martin was inspected by the TWC in 1984 and 
no major problems or violations were noted during the inspection. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 28, 2014, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) central registry, Nacogdoches County 
Appraisal Database, Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) database, Secretary of State Database, Texas 
Department of Agriculture Database (TDA), and Google Earth were researched for information pertaining to Texas 
Farm Products. 
 
Results from the search of the TDA’s database revealed there are no current pesticide applicator licenses for Texas 
Farm Products. Individuals mentioned in the PA report were also searched, and no results were found. 
The Nacogdoches County Appraisal District was researched for the 608 W Main Street address, and it is currently 
owned by Lone Star Farm and Home Center, which is owned by Texas Farm Products Co LTD. and formerly owned 
by Texas Farm Products Company. These entities are one in the same based on additional research. 
 

 
 



 

Search results from the Secretary of State database found that there is an inactive (expired) filing for Texas Farm 
Products Company that was originally files 1/18/1930 by M.S. Wright of 915 South Fredonia Street, Nacogdoches, 
TX. Currently, there is a Texas Farm Products Company in existence that was originally filed for on 10/25/1965 by 
Thomas W Wright of 915 S Fredonia Street Nacogdoches, TX as a Domestic For-Profit Corporation, like the original. 
Also found was the associated entity of TFP GP, LLC which was part of a 12/31/2008 merger with Texas Farm 
Products Holding Company. Lone Star Farm & Home Center Nacogdoches, Texas was filed as an assumed name of 
Texas Farm Products on 1/4/1979 and expired on 1/4/1989. Additionally, C.J. Martin & Sons, Inc. was confirmed to 
also be associated with Texas Farm Products, and was voluntarily dissolved 5/16/2006. 
 
Google Earth images show the Lone Star Farm & Home Center at the location of 608 W Main Street, and it appears 
to still be active and be in good condition. 
 
The TCEQ central registry was researched for Texas Farm Products and the corporation is currently a regulated 
entity of the TCEQ. As evident from the Secretary of State research, there are many entities of this corporation, a 
merger, and several assumed names. Due to this, there are four customer numbers with the TCEQ for this 
corporation. Based on information available, this site is part of CN104411152, RN104411152. It has an inactive 
Petroleum Stage Tank (PST) Registration (68543) and inactive Leaking Petroleum Storage Tank Remediation 
(ID#104654). Based on this information, the PST cleanup was completed 1/21/1998. 
 
Research of the Texas Water Development Board’s database revealed three water wells (1 monitor, 1 industrial, and 
1 unspecified well) within 0.25 mile of the site, nine water wells (1 plugged, 1 public supply, 1 industrial, 1 unspecified, 
1 geothermal, 4 monitor wells) within 0.5 mile of the site that are primarily irrigation wells, and 19 water wells (19 
monitor, 2 public supply, 2 industrial, 2 rig supply, 3 plugged, 1 geothermal, 2 domestic, and 1 unspecified well) within 
1 mile of the site. 
 
A phone call placed on October 29, 2014 to the phone number associated with 608 W Main Street, Nacogdoches, 
936-560-8377, confirmed that the business is still operating and is still Lone Star Farm & Home Center. 
 
Conclusion 
As of October 28, 2014 there are no documented releases or mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, 
and the site referral was the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by the EPA. 
Additionally, the site is still active, and is a regulated entity within the TCEQ. The Superfund Site Discovery and 
Assessment Program (SSDAP) recommends an eligibility determination of ineligible/active facility based on the 
information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Texoma Ag Flying Service 664 
Wichita Falls, Wichita County 

Active 
08/16/2007 

 
Texoma-Ag Flying Service is a crop dusting concern that is located at the Wichita Falls County Airport. After 
contacting Mr. McGregor at the address and phone number listed in the file I was informed that Mr. McGregor’s 
applicator license is still current (0123728). Mr. McGregor stated that he still operates the crop dusting service and 
the site remains active. As an active site the site does not qualify for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Thuett Fertilizer 674 
Hereford, Deaf Smith 

NFA 
04/11/2012 

 
Thuett Fertilizer (TF site) is a former herbicide applicator, which was located on the northwest side of U.S. Highway 
(Hwy) 60, 3.8 miles northeast of the intersection of U.S. Hwy 60 & U.S. Hwy 385 at 4014 U.S. Hwy 60. The site is 
currently owned and operated by Lobo Equipment Inc., which provides pipe and equipment for commercial uses. The 
surrounding area consists of agricultural land use. 
 
This TF site was referred by the EPA to the Texas Water Commission (a TCEQ predecessor agency) in 1985 as part 
of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and was not the result of suspected or documented 
uncontrolled releases or compliance issues at the site. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and 
Preliminary Assessment (PA) was completed by Engineering-Science, Inc. in 1985 for the Texas Water Commission. 
According to the PA report, R.W. Thuett operated TF from approximately 1978 through 1982. According to Mr. Thuett, 
the primary operations were application of herbicide by ground based heavy equipment. The PA report listed 
aztrazine, propazine, Treflan®, and Igran® as substances of greatest concern, but did not indicate if those 
substances were actually used or stored on site. 
 
According to the PA report, herbicides were loaded into the applicator equipment on site. A typical application would 
use the entire mixture on the area being treated. Empty containers were rinsed, and the rinsate was added to the 
applicator equipment. The empty rinsed containers were disposed of in the Hereford landfill. According to Mr. Thuett, 
an evaporation pit was not used at the site. The PA report noted the site appeared to be normally vegetated, with no 
evidence of an evaporation pit or on-site disposal of pesticide wastes. Records indicate that Mr. Thuett died in 
November of 1994. 
 
A site visit was conducted on October 15, 2008, by TCEQ employees David Banda and Saru Basnet. Lobo Equiment 
Inc. was operating from the site and there were no visible signs of chemical storage at the site at that time. 
 
There are no records of samples being collected at the TF site. Atrazine was detected at a concentration of 0.12 µg/L 
in a groundwater sample collected from the City of Hereford Public Water System’s (PWS ID 0590001) Southwest 
Pump Station (Entry Point 001) in March 2011. The pump station is located on FM 2856, approximately 0.25 mile 
west of US Hwy 60, and approximately 4.8 miles southwest of the TF site. 
 
The pump station is supplied by nine Hereford PWS wells located on the southwest side of Hereford. All nine wells 
are located within 0.75 mile of the pump station. Two additional wells belonging to the Deaf Smith County Fresh 
Water Supply District (FWSD) 1 (PWS ID 0590002) are within a mile of the pump station. The City of Hereford PWS 
serves a total population of 15,500, but it is unknown how many people are actually served by the Southwest Pump 
station. The Deaf Smith County 
 
Because of atrazine’s heavy usage in agriculture areas; the uncertainty of how much, if any, atrazine was used during 
the TF operation; and the half-life of atrazine in soils, the source of atrazine in the PWS pump station sample is 
unlikely to be determined by taking soil samples at the TF site. 
 
Based on the lack of a documented release of hazardous substances at the TF site, the fact it was referred as part of 
a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and was not the result of suspected releases or compliance issues 
at the site, the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) recommends no further action at 
this time. However, continued monitoring of atrazine and other pesticides in area wells is recommended. See 
Hereford Unidentified Atrazine Plume verification. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Tidy Grove Care Inc 676 
Mission, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
08/31/2007 

 
Subject: Site Verification at Former Pesticide Applicator Location, Tidy Grove Care Inc., West Taylor Rd., Mission 
(Hidalgo County) Texas 
 
According to the EPA data sheet Tidy Grove Care Inc. is located at the west side of Taylor Road and State Highway 
107, Mission County, Texas and was a former pesticide applicator location. A former Texas Water Commission (TWC) 
inspector inspected the site in January 1986 to determine if evidence of misuse or disposal of pesticide or pesticide 
related waste was present. The inspection results show that there was no evidence of pesticide related waste or 
containers observed at the site. Based on the results of the site visit/inspection, the TWC inspector recommended no 
further actions at the site. 
 
On September 4, 2007 TCEQ State Lead PM called the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) to verify the site 
and/or owner (J.B. Jennings) registration status. The TDA indicated that neither the site nor the site owner had ever 
been registered with the TDA. On September 4, 2007 Hidalgo County Appraisal District was called to check the 
history of site address, no information on site was available. The TCEQ Region 15 office (Harlingen) was called and 
no information for this site was on record. 
 
Recommendation: 
Since the address listed in the EPA report is located in a rural neighborhood and no information on file for this site 
exists, this site verification is listed as a No Further Action (NFA). 
 

 
 

Treat-A-Weed 684 
Denver City, Yoakum County 

NFA 
10/23/2014 

 
Site Setting 
 
The Treat-A-Weed facility (the site) is located on the northeast corner of Avenue B and Broadway (Highway 83W) 
0.05 miles west of the intersection of Broadway and Main Street (FM 2055). Although an address wasn’t listed for the 
Treat-A-Weed site in Denver City on the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) Website, based on the location, the address 
was found to be 104 W Broadway Street, Denver City, Yoakum County, Texas from Google Earth. The site resides in 
a developed area of Denver City, and is within one mile of 6 churches, 3 schools, and 1 hospital. The building 
appears to have previously been a gas station and is surrounded mostly by asphalt and concrete. The site now 
appears to be the location of a company called Hale’s Tires. 
 
Site History 
 
Treat-A-Weed was created in Denver City on February 9, 1981 as part of three offices located throughout Texas. The 
company started business in 1979 focusing on weed control at oil wells and lawn spraying. On October 20, 1984 the 
EPA suspected that the site may contain hazardous waste and disposal pits or ditches, which may be unlined and 

 
 



 

contaminating the groundwater. They also determined that spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard of 
contaminated soil, runoff and surface water from the site. On February 11, 1985 the site was referred to the Texas 
Water Commission (TWC) Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection (PA/SI) program. On July 11, 1986 Mr. David Hill 
and Ms. Margaret Hulsey of Engineering-Science, Inc. conducted a visual inspection of the site and an on-site 
interview with Mr. Sidney W. Burns, the registered agent. The site was found to be free of stains, odors, and other 
signs of pesticide-related disposal or spills. Two dumpsters were observed onsite, which contained no empty 
pesticide containers at the time of the inspection. 
 
Treat-A-Weed sent all of their required pesticides through the Denver City location, where they were shipped to the 
other two offices. An estimated 4,000 to 7,000 pounds of chemicals were used annually between all three offices. The 
pesticides that were used, stored, and shipped from the site were: Kovar (wettable powder, 5-lb sacks), Spike 80W 
(wettable powder, 4-lb sacks), Oust (granules, 3-lb plastic), Praquat (liquid, 1-gallon plastic), Roundup (liquid, 1-gallon 
plastic and 5-gallon metal), and Surflan (liquid, 1-gallon and 2.5-gallon plastic). Velpar was also proposed to be used, 
but had not been used at the time of inspection, there is no information regarding if this chemical was actually used. 
 
The pesticides were added to the equipment at the treatment site and the mixture was completely sprayed out. 
Applicator tanks were not cleaned, however any empty containers were rinsed and the rinsate was added to the 
treatment mixture. Mr. David Hill and Ms. Margaret Hulsey determined that the site displayed no evidence of onsite 
misuse of pesticides or their related wastes. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On January 11, 2006 a verification was approved for this site stating that sampling was needed. On October 15, 2014 
the Treat-A-Weed site’s records were researched again for a verification update using the database and public 
information available through Google Earth, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) current list of licensed 
pesticide applicators, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry, the Yoakum County 
Appraisal District, the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), and the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) website. A 
summary of the findings from each of these resources follows. 
 
Based on images from Google Earth, the site’s physical address was located and found to be 104 W Broadway 
Street, Denver City, Yoakum County, Texas. It was also determined that there were several schools and churches 
within the immediate area. The images also showed that the site is now operating as a tire facility called Hale’s Tires. 
Based on the information given in the Preliminary Assessment conducted by Mr. David Hill and Ms. Margaret Hulsey 
it can also be determined that several buildings have been developed in the area since 1986. 
 
The TCEQ Central Registry was searched and no results were found for the Treat-A-Weed site or Mr. Sidney W. 
Burns. This suggests that the site was never under any other program within the TCEQ. 
 
Similarly the TDA has no record of Treat-A-Weed or Mr. Sidney Burns as a currently licensed pesticide applicator, 
which suggests that the company and/or Mr. Burns is no longer working. However, based on the research done on 
January 11, 2006 there is evidence from the TDA that Treat-A-Weed had Mr. Burns licensed as a pesticide applicator 
on August 8, 1979 and he renewed his license on January 18, 1984. 
 
The SOS website was searched for the Treat-A-Weed company. It was found that the office in Denver City was 
legally created on February 9, 1981 and the site filed for tax forfeiture on February 19, 1997. 
 
The Yoakum County Appraisal District’s website did not yield any information on who owned the property before 
2003. Since 2003 the site has been owned by Mr. Rodney Gene Childress. The deed was converted for Mr. Childress 
in 2003 and the grantor was Lee Pate. 
 

 
 



 

The TWDB was researched for wells on and around the site. Eight wells were found within one mile of the site, 3 
wells are used for public water supply to Denver City, and 5 wells are privately owned and operated. Of the private 
wells, 3 are used for irrigation and 2 are used for domestic purposes. 
 
Conclusion 
The information collected for the Treat-A-Weed site in Denver City suggests that the site was performing pesticide 
applications correctly and legally while it was in business. This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a 
mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. As there are no releases or mismanagement of hazardous 
substances documented or suspected at this site, a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further Action is concluded 
based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Tree Tex 687 
Livingston, Polk County 

NS 
04/19/2011 

 
SITE SUMMARY – The Site is located at 1207 Brinwood Place, Livingston, Polk County, Texas. The Site is east of 
U.S. 59 and north of U.S. 190. The Site is located in a residential area. The nearest school is Livingston Independent 
School District Technology which is 0.4 miles south of the Site and the closest daycare is Livingston Montessori 
School which is 1 mile southwest of the Site. Restland Memorial Park is 0.6 miles southwest of the site. The nearest 
surface water is Long King Creek which is 2 miles west of the Site. The nearest groundwater well is located 0.6 miles 
southwest of the Site. 
 
SITE HISTORY - In 1986, Margaret Hulsey of the Engineering-Science, Inc. conducted a Preliminary Assessment for 
the EPA regarding the Site. On May 23, 1986, Ms. Hulsey conducted an on-site inspection of the site. Repeated 
attempts to contact Mr. Donald Staples were unsuccessful and no one was present at the Site when the on-site 
inspection was conducted. A neighbor indicated that Donald Staples is a self-employed as a consultant. The neighbor 
had no knowledge of any waste related activities occurring at the Site. At the time of the investigation, Ms. Hulsey 
noted that there was no visual evidence of misused pesticides or pesticide-related wastes at the Site; therefore, no 
further action was required under the PA/SI program. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION - On March 10, 2010, the TCEQ performed the following verification activities: 
 
• Olga Salinas of the TCEQ Region 12 had a phone conversation with Donald Staples on March 10, 2010. Mr. 
Staples stated that his company is currently operating; however, he had the company’s name change from Tree Tex 
to Staples Forestry. Mr. Staples stated that he last had his pesticide license approximately 20 years ago. He said that 
he never stored or handled chemicals at his residence at 1207 Brinwood Place, Livingston, Texas. 
• The Site is not listed on the National Priorities List (NPL) or the TCEQ State Superfund Registry. 
• Donald Staples is not listed in the Commercial Applicator list under the Texas Department of Agriculture List of 
Pesticide Applicators. Tree Tex and Staples Forestry are not listed in the Commercial Applicator list under the Texas 
Department of Agriculture List of Pesticide Applicators. 
• Tree Tex and Staples Forestry are not listed in the Livingston Polk County Chamber of Commerce. 
• Aerial photographs and street view photographs of the Site from Google Earth and Google Maps show that the Site 
is a residence and there is no evidence of pesticide or fertilizer activities conducted on site. 
• A search of the TCEQ Central Registry, TCEQ Chief Clerk’s Database, TCEQ Enforcement Database, and TCEQ 
Texas Superfund Registry indicated that the Site is not currently undergoing any enforcement actions by the TCEQ. 
 
 

 
 



 

CONCLUSION - After conducting a verification review on March 10, 2010 and April 19, 2011, the TCEQ determined 
that the Site located at 1207 Brinwood Place, Livingston, Polk County, Texas is a Non-Site (NS). The Site is a 
residential property and was not used for pesticide or herbicide application activity, therefore, this Site is not eligible 
for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Tri-Plex Commercial Weed Control 689 
Lamesa, Dawson County 

Active 
03/27/2008 

 
This one-acre site (409 County Road H, Lamesa, Texas) was referred to the State of Texas, by the EPA, in 1986. It 
was identified during a review of the files of the Department of Agriculture. The EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification Form 2070-8 described this site as a pesticide applicator where hazardous wastes may have been 
treated, stored, or disposed. This site began operations in 1983. 
 
The potential pathways for this site are surface soil ingestion and soil-to-air inhalation. 
 
In May and July 1986, the EPA conducted an inspection of the site. The results of this inspection were documented in 
a Potential Hazardous Waste Identification and Preliminary Assessment. The assessment described a site where 
"pesticides are used for weed control at oilfield sites." An attachment to that assessment, the Texas Water 
Commission Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation (TWC PA/SI) noted no evidence of misuse of pesticides or 
their related wastes, and recommended no further action. 
 
In March 2008, the TCEQ Project Manager, Alvie Nichols, called and spoke with Mr. Bob Miller, the property owner. 
Mr. Miller said that the site is still active in the weed control business. 
 
Since this site is still active, it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Truman S Coffee 690 
Odessa, Ector County 

NS 
11/26/2007 

 
Verification Conclusion: Site Status is Non-Site 
 
According to the file review, Truman Coffee applied for a TDA applicator license in 1982, but he was never issued a 
license. Mr. Coffee worked for a weed control company, called Kem-Kil. The Secretary of State website lists the 
address for Kem-Kil as 3107 Windsor Dr, Odessa, TX. The Preliminary Assessment Comments in the file indicate that 
Kem-Kil, Inc has been considered in a separate preliminary assessment under the TWC preliminary assessment 
program. 
 
Truman Coffee, 5409 N Everglade Ave, Odessa, TX 79762 is a non-site because it is a residence and was never a 
site of business activities. Mr. Coffee is deceased, but a phone conversation with his wife, Ruby Coffee, confirmed 
that 1) this physical location was a residence at the time Mr. Coffee applied for the license, 2) the location is still a 
residence, and 3) the residence was never a site for business activities or chemical storage. 

 
 



 

 
Searches of TCEQ databases and EPA Superfund databases revealed no enforcement or releases related to this 
physical address. 
 

 
 

Twin County Applicators 691 
Vanderbilt, Jackson County 

NS 
01/05/2011 

 
This site was described as a company that was never active, according to an EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) conducted September 30, 1986. The site is located on the northern 
side of CR 313 2.0 miles west of the junction of CR 313 and FM 234 in Jackson County. 
 
Based on the PA, Twin County Applicators never became active. Following Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) 
tests, the owner, Mr. Heller, decided against forming the company due to the high cost of insurance and never 
purchased any spray equipment. The information appeared to be confirmed by the TDA Certified Applicator file, 
which indicated that the test was taken in 1984, but no license was issued for Twin County Applicators. At the time of 
the inspection, no evidence of pesticide misuse or onsite waste disposal was observed. No further action was 
recommended for the Twin County Applicators site. 
 
The site was referred to the State Superfund program on December 10, 1984. No hazard ranking system (HRS) 
document has been prepared for the Twin County Applicators Site. 
 
The findings of the PA and the confirmation that Twin County Applicators never existed support a State Superfund 
Site Eligibility Status Determination of Non- site. 
 

 
 

Fort Crockett; US Coast Guard 693 
Galveston, Galveston County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Cyclone Hill Precision Bombing; US Department of Agriculture Forest Service Prop 694 
Zavalla, Angelia 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

 
 



 

McGee Bend Precision Bombing; US Forest Service Property 695 
Angelina, Jasper County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Naval Auxiliary Air Station Port Isabel; Former US Naval Reservation Port Isabel 696 
Port Isabel, Cameron County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Radio Range Annex; University of Texas Property 700 
Pyote Ward, County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Urban Steven R 702 
Dilley, Frio County 

Active 
01/08/2008 

 
SITE BACKGROUND 
TCEQ - There is no information in the original TCEQ verification file (file) regarding a site or facility associated with 
Urban. The file does indicate, “No further action under state superfund based on EPA/TCEQ investigation conducted 
on [no date given]”. There is nothing in the file to indicate that an investigation was conducted. 
EPA - The EPA potential hazardous waste site identification (PHWSI) form, dated 10/26/84, shows identifying 
information listed in the verification citation above. It also indicates that the type of ownership was private. No other 
information was listed in either of these reports. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION – Urban is in the TDA database with a current pesticide applicator license (license). 
Urban now lives in Devine (Medina County). His cell phone number is 210/872-8955. When contacted he reported 
the following: 
1. obtained the license for use of pesticides at his private residence, the family farm, during the mid to late 70’s 
2. beginning in the early 80’s to 1993 he was in the banking business, no longer needed license; let it lapse 
3. in 2003 he again obtained a pesticide license for use on the family farm 
4. maintains that at no time did he TSD any pesticides during his initial licensing (pre-PHWSI) at the Frio county 
family farm 

 
 



 

 
SOURCES CHECKED 
Enviromaper – no hits for name in Frio county; no relevant hits Medina county 
Facility Registry System – no hits for name in Frio county; no relevant hits Medina county 
CERCLIS database – no hits for name or city of Devine in Frio county; no relevant hits Medina county 
TDA – Individual found on TDA licensing database when reviewed on 12/17/07. 
TCEQ - Central Registry; no entries found for name when reviewed on 12/17/07 
Texas Secretary of State - no hits for individual 
Associated entities - none 
Google - no hits for individual at any location 
Central Appraisal District (CAD) - no hits Frio or Medina counties 
Anywho® - Steven R. Urban; Frio county no hits; Medina county no hits 
TRI – no hits for name in Frio or Medina counties 
Regional office – no files found specific to site. There is no reason to believe that these locations relate to the Urban 
verification. 
Central records – no hits for name in Frio or Medina counties 
State comptroller – no hits for name in Frio or Medina counties 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
Steven R. Urban is found in the TDA database as a licensed pesticide applicator. He is not found in any other state or 
federal database related to or indicative of environmental activity. When contacted he maintained that he obtained the 
pesticide applicator license for use on his residence only and that there was no TSD activity at any time. Ongoing use 
of the applicator license at his residence qualifies as an ACTIVE FACILITY. When contacted, TCEQ Region 13 had 
some historical files for Frio County however; they do not specifically relate to the site in question. Based on the 
sources checked and information provided by the region, there does not appear to be any direct evidence linking 
Urban to sites that would qualify for the State Superfund.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Based on the above investigations this is an ACTIVE FACILITY. Additionally, Urban claims that the pesticide and its 
vessel were used on the family farm as a CONSUMER PRODUCT. The Urban property does not meet the qualifying 
criteria as outlined in the Interoffice Memorandum of November 2, 1993 relating to Eligibility Criteria for Facilities to be 
referred to the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Valley JoJoba Inc 705 
McAllen, Hildalgo County 

NFA 
08/17/2007 

 
The Valley Jo Joba Inc site located at 3118 N 10th, McAllen, Hidalgo County Texas was a former pesticide applicator 
location. A former Texas Water Commission (TWC) inspector inspected the site in February 1985 to determine if 
evidence of misuse or disposal of pesticide or pesticide related waste was present. The inspection results show that 
there were no evidence of pesticide related waste or containers observed at the site. Based on the results of the site 
visit/inspection, the former TWC inspector recommended no further actions at the site. 
 
On August 15, 2007, TCEQ State Lead PM called the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) to verify the site and/or 
owner (James V. Dindot) registration status. The TDA indicated that neither the site nor the site owner had ever been 
registered with the TDA. 
 

 
 



 

Recommendation 
Since visual evidence of on-site disposal of pesticide related waste and containers were not observed during the 
TWC inspection, no further action is recommended for this site. 
 

 
 

Vern H Kling 711 
Colorado City, Mitchell County 

NS 
10/08/2015 

 
Conclusion 
 
The address, 620 East 22nd Street, appears to be located at the intersection of North Austin Street and East 22nd 
Street in Colorado City. This area is a mixed commercial and residential area. No information was found from The 
Texas Department of Agriculture, TCEQ central records, central registry, or TCEQ Region 3 office. No information 
was found through various internet searches (taxnetusa.com, anywho.com, etc…). This EPA site referral was solely 
administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. There is no evidence of a pesticide 
application operation at this location and no uses, releases, or mismanagement of hazardous substances are 
documented or suspected. A SSDAP eligibility determination of Non-site is concluded based on the information 
available and no further action is warranted at this time. 
 

 
Viola Eubank 714 

Corpus Christi, Nueces County 
NS 

08/29/2008 
 

This is a multi-family dwelling in a residential neighborhood in Corpus Christi, TX. It appears that it was the home 
address of Viola Eubank, of whom no further information could be found. While Ms. Eubank may have run her 
business out of her apartment, there is no indication that any hazardous chemicals were stored there. A discussion 
with Mr. Wille Carrington of the Nueces County Appraisal District confirmed that this apartment complex has been in 
existence at this address since at least 1973, well before it was identified by the EPA in 1984. 
 

 
 

Virgil I Woodfin 715 
Iowa Park Wichita 

NFA 
08/16/2007 

 
The Virgil Woodfin site at 201 South Park Ave. Iowa Park, TX 76367 is no longer used as a pesticide mixing site. Mr. 
Woodfin used a greenhouse on his property to store and mix pesticides. Mr. Woodfin’s applicator’s license expired in 
2000 (0204617). Mr. Woodfin is now deceased and the property has been sold Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lightsey. The 
greenhouse is in disrepair and is no longer used. No pesticide activity storage or application is present at the site. 
After speaking with Mrs. Lightsey it has been decided that the site would require no further action by the State 
Superfund Program. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Warrens Agricultural Service 722 

Yorktown, Dewitt County 
Active 

01/14/2008 
 

11/29/2007: 
Warren’s Agricultural Service is a business involved in rental of applicator equipment and ground application of 
herbicides. It is unknown whether the facility is still operating. Warren’s Agricultural Service has been in business 
since 1970 at the same location. It is also unknown what kind of operations it was involved in prior to 1980. However, 
between 1980 and 1985, the business was performing custom ground application of herbicides. According to the EPA 
Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification review completed on 3/22/1986 by David F. Hill of Engineering-Science, 
Inc., the applicator rig used in custom spraying was sold in 1985. The ground rigs observed at the site on 3/10/1986 
were reportedly used for rental applicators for the purpose of applying herbicides. 
In the interview with Warren Schorleman, property owner, conducted by David F. Hill on 3/22/1986, Warren 
Schorleman stated that the only chemical used in custom application was 2,4-D. The chemical was sold to customers 
in one-gallon containers and occasionally 2,4-D was diluted by Warren’s Agricultural Service for customer use. The 
chemicals were loaded into the applicator equipment at the field site being treated. The empty containers were triple 
rinsed, and the rinsate was added to the load to be sprayed on areas in need of weed control. Any empty containers 
generated by Warren’s Agriculture Service were triple rinsed and taken to the county landfill. 
According to the EPA review mentioned above, No Further Action was recommended for Warren’s Agricultural 
Service in 1986 because of the apparent lack of evidence of environmental distress and because of the waste 
handling procedures reported. 
As of 11/28/2007, due to the lack of sufficient data for evaluation purposes, a site visit is recommended. 
01/09/2008: 
Site visit was performed by Irina Afanasyeva on 01/04/08. Same type of activities were observed at the site as 
mentioned in the EPA review completed in 1986. However, the name of the business observed at the site was Franke 
Farm Service. According to Randy Franke, the owner of the business, Warren’s Agricultural Service went out of 
business in 1992 having been in operation since 1970. The owner of Warren’s Agricultural Service died in 1993. After 
1992, the site was idle for seven years until it was bought by Randy Franke. 
Due to the active status of the site, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Landa Garden Center 726 
New Braunfels, Comal County 

NFA 
10/17/2008 

 
Wayne’s Landscape and Maintenance (a.k.a. Landa Garden Center) is the location of a former pesticide applicator 
that operated from approximately 1969 to 1982. The site is in a developed commercial area within the Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone. The major pesticides or chemicals used for treatment were Zolone, Benomyl, Zinc, and 
Diazinon. An estimated 100 to 125 gallons of the concentrates were used annually and were mainly supplied in 
33-gallon drums. The pesticides were added to the applicator equipment on site. The pesticide mixtures were 
sprayed completely on the treatment sites. The applicator equipment did not require cleaning. The empty containers 
were rinsed and carried to the Comal County landfill for disposal. The container rinsates were added to the treatment 
mixtures. 

 
 



 

 
From 1982 through 1984, the site operated as a florist and greenhouse nursery site where general use pesticides 
were sold. A site visit on September 22, 1986 performed as part of a Texas Water Commission PA/SI Preliminary 
Assessment did not indicated any visual evidence of the onsite disposal of pesticides or their related wastes. No 
further action under the TWC PA/SI Program was recommended in 1986. 
 
A follow up interview via telephone with Mr. Wayne Classen was conducted on October 19, 2007. Mr. Classsen 
indicated that the use of the property remained the same until he sold it 1992. He believes the property is currently 
being used for an investment company or possibly a landscape business. 
 
A site visit on September 9, 2008 confirmed the site is now being used as office space by Edward Jones Investments. 
The former operations area behind the office space is currently paved over and used as a parking lot and for vehicle 
storage. 
 
There was no evidence of hazardous substances being stored or released on the site property and the Wayne’s 
Landscape and Maintenance operation is inactive. Based on EPA and TCEQ investigations, No Further Action (NFA) 
is recommended at this time under State Superfund. 

 
 

 
Waynes Landscape & Maintenance 726 

New Braunfels, Comal County 
NFA 

10/17/2008 
 

Wayne’s Landscape and Maintenance (a.k.a. Landa Garden Center) is the location of a former pesticide applicator 
that operated from approximately 1969 to 1982. The site is in a developed commercial area within the Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone. The major pesticides or chemicals used for treatment were Zolone, Benomyl, Zinc, and 
Diazinon. An estimated 100 to 125 gallons of the concentrates were used annually and were mainly supplied in 
33-gallon drums. The pesticides were added to the applicator equipment on site. The pesticide mixtures were 
sprayed completely on the treatment sites. The applicator equipment did not require cleaning. The empty containers 
were rinsed and carried to the Comal County landfill for disposal. The container rinsates were added to the treatment 
mixtures. 
 
From 1982 through 1984, the site operated as a florist and greenhouse nursery site where general use pesticides 
were sold. A site visit on September 22, 1986 performed as part of a Texas Water Commission PA/SI Preliminary 
Assessment did not indicated any visual evidence of the onsite disposal of pesticides or their related wastes. No 
further action under the TWC PA/SI Program was recommended in 1986. 
 
A follow up interview via telephone with Mr. Wayne Classen was conducted on October 19, 2007. Mr. Classsen 
indicated that the use of the property remained the same until he sold it 1992. He believes the property is currently 
being used for an investment company or possibly a landscape business. 
 
A site visit on September 9, 2008 confirmed the site is now being used as office space by Edward Jones Investments. 
The former operations area behind the office space is currently paved over and used as a parking lot and for vehicle 
storage. 
 
There was no evidence of hazardous substances being stored or released on the site property and the Wayne’s 
Landscape and Maintenance operation is inactive. Based on EPA and TCEQ investigations, No Further Action (NFA) 
is recommended at this time under State Superfund. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Weir Leeman 729 

Childress, Childress County 
NFA 

08/24/2007 
 
Leeman Weir owned farmland and held a TDA applicator license for using herbicide on his farm and on small 
commercial jobs. He obtained his license in 1984. According to the PA/SI inspection report from October 1985, 
chemicals were added to the sprayer at the job site and since the mixture is completely sprayed, there was no left 
over. The empty containers were disposed at the sanitary landfill. 
 
During online database search on 8/7/2007, Ms. Sandy Vandiver was identified as the contact person for Weir 
Leeman EST. A telephone conversation with Ms. Vandiver (817-508-0160) was made on 8/23/07. Mr. Weir was her 
late husband. He was deceased in 1987. The site address was their residence where she lived until 1992. According 
to her, there was no pesticide activity like mixing at their residence. Mr. Weir operated out in the farmlands. 
 
Since there were no pesticide activities at the site, the site is no further action under State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Welch Brothers Grove Care 730 
Edinburg, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
05/12/2014 

 
Verification Site Summary – Welch Brothers Grove Care – By Matthew Hubbard, Remediation Division 5/12/14 
 
Site Setting 
Welch Brothers Grove Care (site) was located at 1501 N. Closner Blvd. in Edinburg, Texas (latitude: 26.316667° N, 
longitude: 98.160833° W). The site occupied five acres. The site is currently located in an area that is surrounded by 
both residential and industrial use properties. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 11, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On February 7, 1986, an EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA/SI) of 
the site was conducted under the Texas Water Commission PA/SI program by Margaret Hulsey of 
Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. 
 
During the PA/SI, Ms. Hulsey interviewed Henry and Othell Welch (co-owners of the company) over the phone, and 
conducted visual inspections of the company headquarters, various Welch residences, and a former municipal landfill 
where empty containers were said to have been disposed. Pesticides stated to have been purchased by the Welch 
Brothers business included Acaraben (chlorobenzilate) and Sevin (carbaryl). 

 
 



 

 
The report states that the site has been inactive since 1983 and that no visual evidence of misuse or improper 
disposal of pesticide-related wastes was observed. Ms. Hulsey concludes her report with a recommendation for no 
further action. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On May 12, 2014, the Secretary of State’s database for business organizations was researched, and Welch Brothers 
Grove Care was not found. Various other businesses were listed for the Welch brothers named in the EPA report but 
none were noted to be located at the former grove site and none appear to deal in pesticides. 
 
On May 12, 2014, the Hidalgo County Appraisal District was researched, and site is currently owned by International 
Paper Co. 
 
On May 12, 2014, Google Earth was researched, and based on the images; the site does not resemble anything 
described in the EPA report. 
 
On May 12, 2014, the TCEQ Central Registry was queried, and nothing related to the entity in question was found. 
On May 12, 2014, the TDA’s pesticide applicator’s license database was researched, and none of the Welch family 
currently holds a pesticide applicators license. 
 
On May 12, 2014, The Texas Water Development Board’s database was researched, and there were no drinking 
water wells within a mile of the site. 
 
Conclusion 
As of May 12, 2014 there are neither documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, 
and the site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, 
an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Wernli Walter H 732 
Three Rivers, Bee County 

NS 
11/30/2007 

 
According to the EPA data sheet the subject property is located at the South of FM 882 on FM 164, Bee County, 
Texas and was a former pesticide applicator location. A former Texas Water Commission (TWC) inspector inspected 
the site in March 1986 to determine if evidence of misuse or disposal of pesticide or pesticide related waste was 
present. The inspection results show that there was no evidence of pesticide related waste or containers observed at 
the site by the TWC inspector. Based on the results of the site visit/inspection, the TWC inspector recommended no 
further actions at the site. 
 
On November 27, 2007 TCEQ State Lead PM called the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) to verify the site 
and/or owner (Walter H. Wernli) registration status. The TDA indicated there was no information indicating Mr. Wernli 
being registered with the TDA. On November 27, 2007 the Bee County Appraisal District was called to check the 
address, information was obtained indicating Mr. Wernli owns this site and has historically been a homestead prior to 
the investigation. The TCEQ Region 15 office (Corpus Christi) was called and no information for this site was on 
record. 
 
Recommendation: 

 
 



 

Since the address listed in the EPA report is located in a rural neighborhood and no information on file for this site 
exists, this site verification is listed as a Non-Site (NS). 

 
 

Wes-Tek Lube & Spray 733 
Midland, Ector County 

NS 
12/06/2007 

 
Ms. Lucille Morgette is the current occupant of Harold Weaver's former residence, located at 190 Quail Run, Odessa, 
TX, 79761. Per our phone conversation on 11/29/07 at 10:36, Harold Weaver does not live there and she has lived 
there since 1985. Ms. Christy Clelland is the current occupant of Don Hardee's former residence, located at 4104 
Melody Lane, Odessa, TX, 79762. According to the EPA Form 2070-8 (5-80), Wes-Tek's mailing address was PO Box 
30711 ATS, Midland, TX 79701. Current mailing address could not be found. 
 
No records for Wes-Tek Lub & Spray, Harold Weaver and Don Hardee could be found at the Regional Office, Central 
Records, or the following websites: 
www.anywho.com 
http://cfpub1.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/srchsites.cfm 
www.usace.army.mil 
www.rrc.state.tx.us 
www.glo.state.tx.us 
www.dshs.state.tx.us 
www.atsdr.cdc.gov/atsdrhome.html 
www.oag.state.tx.us (AG’s Office) 
www.tdlr.state.tx.us 
www.twdb.state.tx.us 
www.agr.state.tx.us 
http://texasextension.tamu.edu/ 
www.texascad.com 
http://nttnet/iwud/ 
http://home.tnrcc.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/internal/enforcement/fod.pl 
http://home.tnrcc.state.tx.us/internal/org/data.html 
http://home.tnrcc.state.tx.us/internal/oprr/bankruptcy/bankruptcyquery.htm 
 
Harold Weaver and Don Hardee were pesticide applicators residing at the locations of interest. Conversation with Ms. 
Lucille Morgette confirmed the inactive status of the former Weaver residence as she has been the resident there 
since 1985. At the Hardee residence, Ms. Christy Clelland is the current resident. These sites did not exhibit signs of 
pesticide applicator operations when inspected by Engineering-Science, Inc. in 1985 on behalf of EPA and were 
found to be merely residences then. They are merely residences still today. Thus, a determination of non-site is made 
for the purpose of eligibility into the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

West Henry Feed Store 734 
Hamilton, Hamilton County 

Active 
02/11/2008 

 

 
 



 

The site is currently active, as of 02-08-2008, and therefore not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
West Texas Gas Inc 735 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
01/21/2010 

 
The West Texas Gas, Inc. site was the location of a pesticide applicator referred by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). The entity which best matched the physical address for West Texas Gas in the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry was registered as RN102442571 and CN601509946. The petroleum 
storage tank registration number associated with this entity was listed as inactive. There were no relevant sites 
associated with the names “West Texas Gas” or “Texas Gas” listed in the EPA Cerclis database, the EPA Superfund 
Site Info database, the TCEQ Corrective Action database, the TCEQ Enforcement database, or the TCEQ 
Bankruptcy Program database. 
 
A TWC Preliminary Assessment of West Texas Gas, Inc., conducted by Margaret Hulsey of Engineering-Science Inc., 
included an interview with the manager of the corporation and a visual inspection of the site. There were office, 
operations, and warehouse structures located on the site. The manager, James Ingham, stated that pesticide had not 
been sold and pesticide-related activities had not been performed by the corporation. No empty containers or any 
visual evidence of on-site misuse of pesticides or related waste were observed by the investigator, and “no further 
action” was recommended for the site under the Texas Water Commission (TWC) Preliminary Assessment/Site 
Investigation (PA/SI) program. The phone number recorded for the site manager interviewed in the preliminary 
assessment was no longer in service. In a telephone conversation on December 5, 2007, West Texas Gas, Inc. 
Operations Manager Al Bartz said that the site was an active fixed fuel facility and warehouse and that no pesticide 
application was conducted at the site nor had there been previously to his knowledge. The site is deemed inactive 
with respect to the activity associated with the referral (pesticide application). 
 
TCEQ Region 7 Water and Waste Manager William Edmiston confirmed on November 20, 2007 that the region office 
had no current files related to West Texas Gas and pesticides and no recollection of work on any sites generated by 
the Central Registry identification numbers associated with West Texas Gas in the previous ten years. 
 
Due to the lack of evidence of an uncontrolled release of hazardous substances, the TCEQ State Superfund program 
recommends a conclusion of “no further action” for this inactive site. 

 
 

Western Seed & Delinting Inc 737 
Tahoka, Lynn 

Active 
01/22/2008 

 
The facility changed name to Montgomery Seed & Delinting, Inc, Tahoka Plant. in 1990. The site is currently active, 
with Air Permit No. 6724. 

 
 

Mohling Spraying Service 745 
Hale Center, Hale County 

NS 

 
 



 

03/12/2009 
 

Based on the file review, Mohling Spraying Service (TXD 981918105) is the same site as Garretson Farm Supply 
(TXD 981148406). Mohling Spraying Service was owned by Mr. Kenneth Mohling, who was hired by Garretson Farm 
Supply for ground pesticide application from 1978-1985. Mr. Mohling is deceased now. All the site activities are 
documented under Garretson Farm Supply site. Since Mohling Spraying Service did not operate elsewhere and was 
part of Garretson Farm Supply, it is recommended as a non-site. 
 

 
 

USDA Livestock Insect Research Lab PWS ID 1330109 762 
Kerrville, Kerr County 

NFA 
11/06/2007 

 
The USDA Livestock Insect Research Laboratory (PWS) has two wells both currently in use. This two well system 
constitutes a PWS that is in service solely for the use of the USDA Livestock Insect Research Laboratory and 
provides drinking water to 37 employees. Well #1 (state well number 5664401) was developed in 1966 and is 465 
feet deep. Well #2 (state well number 5664406) was developed in 1966 and is 430 feet deep. A water chlorination 
treatment system is in use for both wells. The laboratory at Kerrville is the site of a diverse program that includes 
research to develop methods for the control of ticks of medical and veterinary importance and for the control of 
blood-feeding flies affecting cattle. Routine sampling and analysis of the water supply system on December 12, 2006 
revealed a Di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) concentration of 8.18 μg/L in Well #1. The site is located in the Quinlan 
Creek watershed and has no nearby surface water bodies except a small, unnamed lake directly east of Highway 16. 
Potential targets include the 37 employees at the facility. 
 
Possible on-site sources of contamination include an incinerator and the waste storage Building #10. Flammable 
liquids are stored in a separate flammable storage shed. According to Mr. Klavons, a chemist at the facility, no 
plastics are incinerated on-site, all waste is kept in staging area in glass containers, and all plastics and liquid waste 
is removed by a licensed waste handling contractor from the satellite accumulation point (Building #10) by the waste 
disposal contractor as needed in accordance with the facility Hazardous Waste Management Plan. Pesticides stored 
onsite include acaricide, amitraz, coumaphos, pyrethroids, and organophosphates. 
 
Subsequent quarterly sampling and analyses of the water supply system on March 8, 2007, and April 4, 2007 were 
non-detect for DEHP, consequently, no further sampling is scheduled. No visual evidence of any sources or releases 
was observed during the site inspection conducted on July 11, 2007. According to Mr. Jerry Klavons, and Mr. Steve 
Davis, water operator, Well #1 is used less than Well #2. Prior to the detection of an elevated level of DEHP, Well #1 
averaged 700 gallons per week, and Well #2 averaged 3000-4000 gallons per week. Following the December 5, 2006 
detection of DEHP, Mr. Steve Davis stated that production from Well #1 was increased to 2000 gallons per week. 
Subsequent samples from Well #1 have been non-detect for DEHP. Mr. Klavons stated that he suspects that the 
cause of the December 5, 2006 elevated level of DEHP was a result of a chemical leaching from the plastic coating 
inside the well shaft, a coating he stated was most likely applied during the well’s construction. Based on a file review 
on 8/15/2007, the site is designated as No Further Action at this time. 
 

 
 

Moore Service Inc Landfill 771 
Schertz, Bexar County 

NFA 

 
 



 

10/13/2008 
 

Background 
 
Moore Service Inc. Landfill was an active municipal landfill from 1969 to 1973. Presently, the site is a residential 
property with two trailer homes located at the entrance of the site. The site is heavily vegetative, except for the 
southeast area of the property. The southeast area of the property has a large barren section. 
 
There have been four site visits to date (12/16/1983, 6/20/1984, 7/13/1993, and 9/9/2008). At all four site visits it was 
determined that the site was an inactive municipal landfill and there was no presence of hazardous materials. 
 
In 1984, The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality contacted the property owner (H. Edwards) for 
background information on the site. According to Mr. Edwards, Moore Service Inc. Landfill serviced the Randolph 
AFB housing areas and other small communities. The waste disposed at the site was grass clippings, brush, general 
trash, and nonhazardous wastes. Mr. Edwards stated that no drums or oils were disposed at the site. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Previous inspections did not reveal any evidence of hazardous waste disposal. According to records, only 
nonhazardous materials were disposed of at the site. For this reason, there is believed to be no hazard associated 
with this site, and no further action is recommended. 
 

 
 

Bowren Flying Service 781 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

NFA 
02/16/2009 

 
Site History: 
Bowren Flying Service was a former aerial pesticide applicator that operated on Donop Road from approximately 
1978-1991. It was identified as potential hazardous waste site by EPA from Texas Department of Agriculture files in 
1984. A preliminary assessment was completed in 1985 and a site inspection (SI) was conducted in 1986. 
At the time of the SI the site consisted of approximately 1 acre containing an office/mobile home, a shed and open 
hangar, a truck trailer used for chemical storage, and a mixing/loading area. Pesticides used included ethyl parathion, 
methyl parathion, 2,4-D, carbaryl, atrazine, phosdrin, methomyl, and toxaphene. During the SI, soil samples were 
collected from the mixing/loading area and from a bare area devoid of vegetation in the drainage path of the hangar. 
The soil samples detected levels of ethyl parathion as high as 12 mg/kg, which is below Texas Risk Reduction 
Program (TRRP) Tier 1 residential protective concentration levels (PCLs). 
During a site visit on September 9, 2008 it was confirmed the site is inactive. A mobile home residence and storage 
shed are still on site. The former runway was overgrown and not visible. No other evidence of the former pesticide 
operation was noted. 
 
Targets: 
The site and surrounding area is served by the San Antonio Water System. No private water wells were noted in the 
mobile home park adjacent to the site during the September 9, 2008 site visit. The surface water runoff flow is to the 
south. Calaveras Lake is approximately 2 miles east of the site and Braunig Lake is approximately 2.1 miles south of 
the site. The nearest surface water intake is approximately 16 miles west of the site. There is a school/day care 
approximately 0.25 mile west of the site. 

 
 



 

 
Determination: 
Based on the site visit and file review as of November 12, 2008, the designation for this site is no further action at this 
time for the State Superfund program. No levels of hazardous substances were detected above TRRP PCLs. 
 

 
 

Braxdale Aviation Inc 783 
Crystal City, Zavala County 

NFA 
07/07/2015 

 
Site Setting and History 
 
Braxdale Aviation Inc (the “site”), is located approximately 1.0 mile South of FM 582 on the Nueces River West bank 
dirt road (1.0 mile South of FM 582 and 1.5 miles East of FM 1433) in Crystal City, Zavala County, Texas (latitude: 
28.680724° N, longitude: -99.794820 ° W). The former private runway serves as the site entrance road and is located 
approximately 1.0 mile south of FM 582 off of Wagner Road. The site is bordered to the north by agricultural land, to 
the east by the Nueces River, to the south by the residence of the current owner and agricultural land, and to the west 
by agricultural land, Wagner Road, and the Espantosa Slough. Surface runoff from the site follows the path of the 
runway to the west. Aquifers located in the site vicinity include Queen City-Bigford Aquifer and Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer. 
Regional groundwater gradient is to the southeast. 
 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on October 26, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
An interview and site visit was conducted with Mr. Leroy Braxdale, owner of the site on February 14, 1985. On 
February 26, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA/SI) of the site 
was conducted by V.R. Chitiala with Engineering Science, Inc. for the EPA. On June 14, 1985, a Potential Hazardous 
Waste Site Tentative Disposition was conducted for the EPA. An interview with Leroy Braxdale and site 
reconnaissance were conducted on April 1, 1987 and one soil sample was collected northwest of the operations area. 
Due to invalid results from the April 1987 soil sample, the site was resampled on November 17, 1987. On May 27, 
1987 and March 21, 1988, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Inspection Report was conducted by J. David Highland 
of Engineering Science, Inc. for the EPA. The PA/SI concluded with a medium apparent seriousness site assignment 
with recommended continued monitoring by the state. 
 
A Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) Prioritization Screening was completed for the site 
on an unknown date with a combined score of eight points. A State Superfund Verification Form was completed on 
November 3, 2008 with a determination of sampling needed based on multiple receptors, dated laboratory reports, 
reported soil contamination and staining, onsite landfills, and large quantities of chemicals historically used. 
 
The site was a former aerial applicator business (TXD047770995) in operation from 1968 to approximately 1990 and 
is now inactive. The site historically consisted of two to three acres of a larger 37 acre tract of land located at the east 
end of the runway. Site structures included a hangar that doubled as an office and chemical storage space building 
on concrete, an operating area on asphalt, two portable water tanks, three chemical tanks, two fuel tanks, two 
pesticide tanks, and three trenches located on the eastern side of the site. Pesticides were applied to approximately 

 
 



 

60,000 acres per year. Field notes from an EPA PA/SI indicate 300 to 400 gallons of pesticides were stored in the 
hangar onsite, including ethyl and methyl parathion, Pydrin (fenvalerate), Cygon (dimethoate), Ammo (cypermethrin), 
Ambush/Pounce (pyrethroid), Roundup (glyphosate), Malathion, Bravo (chlorothalonil), Def, Lannate (methomyl), 
Sevin (carbaryl), MSMA, Phosdrin (mevinphos), Guthion (azinphos-methyl), permethrin, Azodrin (monocrotophos), 
Amiben (chloramben), diazinon, orthene, fusilade, and possibly toxaphene and paraquat. Mixing and loading of 
pesticides was all done onsite and involved directly pouring pesticides into the hopper or using a closed handling 
system and pumping the mixture into the hopper. Pesticide handling consisted primarily of two mixing vats and 
associated pumps, hoses, and connections. Empty containers were triple rinsed and the rinsate was added to the 
hopper to be sprayed on the field. Excess pesticide mixtures and equipment cleaning water was also collected to be 
sprayed on the treated fields. Planes were washed on the asphalt surface adjacent to the operating area. Empty 
metals containers were crushed and taken to the Crystal City landfill. Empty paper and plastic containers were 
crushed and burned in the three trenches which have since been backfilled. Staining was observed on the asphalt in 
multiple areas. Runoff from the asphalt follows the path of the runway. Soil in the runoff path exhibited a dark staining. 
 
Chemicals of Concern (COCs) based on historical analytical data include: toxaphene, ethyl parathion, permethrin, 
pydrin, and cypermethrin. A soil sample collected during the PA/SI produced the following results (mg/kg): toxaphene 
(10.7), ethyl parathion (0.067), cypermethrin (1.95), permethrin (3.56), and pydrin (9.41). 
 
Currently the site is part of a 31 acre tract of land and used for farming operations by Chip Thompson of Cenizo 
Investments, Ltd. (current owner). The hangar and asphalt operating area are now used as a storage building and 
work area. A private residence used by Mr. Thompson and his family is located within 100 feet of the site, across the 
runway and south of the hangar building. In 2008 Mr. Thompson was not aware of any onsite trenches and noted that 
there is one tank onsite that he believes was used for fuel however he had never used it. There is no chemical 
storage on the property with the exception of a few bottles of cattle medicine. Any pesticide application onsite is now 
performed through an outside licensed applicator. Mr. Thompson indicated that there was a document in his deed 
notifying him that his property was environmentally safe (phone conversation 10/09/08). 
 
SSDAP State Screening Activities 
 
A SSDAP site reconnaissance was conducted on January 15, 2015. During the site visit, the surface water pathway 
was eliminated based on interviews with the owner that the Nueces River near the site has been dry for the last 
several years and typically does not recharge or flow after storm events. Additionally, no wetlands were observed 
onsite or in neighboring areas and no point of entry or viable surface water runoff pathway could be identified. 
Groundwater was confirmed as the sole source of drinking water. Surface water from the Nueces River historically 
served as an additional water source for primarily irrigation and agricultural purposes in Crystal City. One drinking 
water well was confirmed onsite and located approximately 500 feet north of the former hangar building. A second 
water well located closer to the residence was recently installed just south of the former hangar building but has not 
been connected yet. All other wells onsite are for irrigation use. The onsite residence was confirmed to be in use by 
the Thompson family. 
Based on historic and current operations and site conditions, the soil exposure pathway for on-site surface soil and 
the groundwater pathway for sole-source drinking water wells on and off-site were identified as the critical Hazard 
Ranking System pathways for the site. The soil pathway was identified based on the former operations area at the 
site suspected of soil contamination, previous surface soil pesticide concentrations for toxaphene in exceedance of 
the protective concentration limit (PCL), and the location of a residence within 100 to 200 feet of the former hangar 
and operations area. The groundwater pathway was identified for onsite and off-site water wells because it is the 
sole-source of water supply in the area during drought conditions. 
Analyses and COCs were developed based on site knowledge of historic chemical use, environmental fate and 
transport, and previous analytical results. Half-lives, the amount of time passed since the site was active, and 
development of comparison values for HRS scoring purposes were taken into account when considering analytical 
requirements. Site COCs were determined to be toxaphene, malathion, and ethyl parathion. 

 
 



 

Three groundwater samples were collected from one private drinking water well onsite, one private drinking water 
well off-site, and one public water supply well off-site that additionally served as a representative background sample. 
The off-site private water well and public supply well are located approximately 1.36 miles southeast and 3.6 miles 
northwest of the site, respectively. Access was denied or the water well was disconnected for private drinking water 
wells located in the site vicinity to the north. As observed during the site reconnaissance, all properties located to the 
west of the site (west of Wagner Road) are on city water. Groundwater samples were analyzed for VOCs, SVOCs, 
organochlorine and organophosphorus pesticides, chlorinated herbicides, and metals. Analyses revealed detected or 
estimated concentrations of the following metals and SVOCs in one or more groundwater samples: barium, copper, 
lead, manganese, zinc, benzoic acid, and bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate. All concentrations were less than their 
respective protective concentration limits (PCLs), Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) values, and three times 
background concentrations. No COCs were detected above the Level of Required Performance (LORP) in 
groundwater. No analytes were detected above PCLs. 
Eight surface soil samples were collected from four locations as part of state screening activities. Three sample 
locations were collected onsite within 200 feet of the residence: two locations were collected in the north yard of the 
residence and one location was collected in the south yard of the residence at depth intervals of 0-6 inches and 6-11 
inches each. A representative background soil sample was collected at a residential property located northwest of the 
site near the intersection of FM 582 and Wagner Road on the west side of the property near Espantosa Slough at 
depth intervals of 0-6 inches and 6-11 inches. Soil samples were analyzed for SVOCs, organochlorine and 
organophosphorus pesticides, metals, and paraquat. Analysis of the onsite and background surface soil samples 
revealed various detected or estimated concentrations for metals, SVOCs, organochlorine pesticides, and paraquat. 
Most notably, estimated concentrations of benzo(a)pyrene in one north yard and the south yard onsite samples and in 
the 0-6 inches interval of the background sample and detected concentrations of arsenic in all onsite and off-site 
samples exceeded respective SCDM concentrations. All estimated concentrations of benzo(a)pyrene and detected 
concentrations of arsenic were less than their respective PCLs and three times background concentrations. In sample 
SO-03-0-6 (onsite south yard), a detected concentration of gamma-chlordane exceeded the three times background 
concentration but was less than the PCL and SCDM concentrations. No COCs were detected above the LORP in 
soil. Detected or estimated concentrations of toxaphene were less than the PCL, SCDM, and three times background 
concentration and reported in all onsite and off-site soil samples. No analytes were detected above PCLs. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The site is currently used for farming operations and has been inactive for approximately 25 years. Based on results 
of screening efforts, which include laboratory analysis of groundwater and surface soil samples from onsite and other 
nearby properties, SSDAP has determined that an HRS score is not warranted for the site. Although soil 
concentrations of benzo(a)pyrene and arsenic are reported as estimated and detected, respectively, and in 
exceedance of SCDM values in various samples, concentrations remain below respective PCL and three times 
background concentrations and an observed release is not established. It is also important to note that the LORP for 
benzo(a)pyrene is in exceedance of the SCDM value at 0.0266 mg/kg. Although gamma-chlordane is reported at a 
detected concentration in exceedance of the three times background concentration in soil sample SO-03 (0-6) at 0-6 
inches, the exceedance is delineated at 6-11 inches and the concentration remains below the PCL and SCDM 
concentrations. Additionally, there are limited targets in the area and gamma-chlordane is reported as not detected in 
groundwater, making the groundwater pathway incomplete. 
The data generated by the SSDAP State Screening indicates there are no significant impacts to groundwater or soil 
targets in the critical pathways of HRS evaluation that would generate a qualifying HRS site score and does not 
warrant further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on the information 
available at this time. 
 

 
 

Attebury Disposal Site 815 

 
 



 

New Deal, Lubbock County 
NFA 

08/14/2000 
 

The site does not meet eligibility criteria. The only evidence of hazardous substances were records that empty 
pesticide containers were taken to the site by unidentified area farmers for disposal. No sampling event has taken 
place to document the presence of hazardous substances. A site visit was conducted by TCEQ's J. D. Thompson and 
Daniel B Stephens & Associates, Inc. Steve Killingsworth and Kali Bronson on August 14, 2000. None of the site 
features from the former disposal operation could be identified. All buildings have been razed, no source areas were 
identified, one to three feet of native fill soil was applied, covering the site in 1983, the site is currently used for cotton 
fields. During the August 14, 2000 site visit, J. D. Thompson determined that no sampling should take place. Ecology 
and Environment, Inc. calculated the site score to be 1.570, with potential to increase to 3.464 if observed releases 
were ever documented. Based on a file review conducted on November 12, 2008, since the site has no observed 
releases of hazardous substances, is fenced, covered with fill soil, an active cotton field, without any enforcement 
history, and scores less than 5.0, J. D. Thompson's August 14, 2000 decision that no sampling and no further action 
for this site is confirmed. 
 

 
 

Former Norris Agriculture Service Inc; 4 States Dusting; and Jack Rabbit Aerial 820 
Spur, Dickens County 

Active 
12/05/2009 

 
The site is active and not eligible for Superfund. 
The site used to be owned by the City of Spur and was the City of Spur Municipal Airport. Several businesses have 
operated out of the hangar, during the City of Spur’s ownership, including Four States Dusting, Jack Rabbit Aerial, 
Former Norris Ag Service, Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation, and the Glenn Martin Company. The City of Spur sold 
the hangar to Glenn Martin, who operated a waste hauling company. Glenn Martin sold his waste hauling company to 
Cap Rock Waste, out of Lubbock. Cap Rock Waste is leasing the site from Glenn Martin and has been operating on 
site for the past three years. The information above was gathered through a file review, City of Spur employee Glenda 
(806)271-3316, and owner - Glenn Martin (806) 294-5409. 
 
Additional information: A sampling event was conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates on June 28, 2000. 
Heptachlor and toxaphene were detected at levels above TRRP commercial <.5 acre source, at 33.5 mg/Kg and 336 
mg/Kg respectively. The City of Spur has an abandoned landfill located adjacent to the site, which could affect site 
attribution issues. The file states that no residences or drinking water wells are located within ¼ mile of the site and 
perennial water is located in excess of two miles from the site. Should the facility become inactive and be looked at in 
the future, current sample analysis results would be required for enforcement and sampling should be limited to 
pesticides. The site is not likely to score eligible for State Superfund, unless new targets and pathways appear, and 
attribution to the site would be difficult to prove, without evaluating the nearby landfill. The current site owner, Glenn 
Martin, has been verbally informed of the elevated levels of heptachlor and toxaphene, located in front of the hangar 
doors. 
 

 
 

Four States Dusting 820 
Spur, Dickens County 

 
 



 

NFA 
07/28/2016 

 
Site Setting 
The location of Four States Dusting (the site) is at the Spur Municipal Airport located 2 miles south of Spur City Limits 
on Hwy 261. The site is surrounded by flat pastures and farm land and is bounded by a landfill to the North. Draw 
Creek is a small surface water body located in the Brazos River Basin that is located about one mile from the site. 
 
Site History 
Before 1980 Four States Dusting operated as an aerial pesticide applicator out of the Spur Municipal Airport. From 
1980-1982 Jack Rabbit Aerial operated from the site as an aerial pesticide applicator before moving to Jayton, TX 
and changing names to Norris Ag. Service, Inc. It is suspected that as many as 70 pesticide applicators operated 
from the site while the airport was still operational. Not much is known about the practices and operations of Four 
States Dusting while they were in business; Donald Crowe, the owner and operator of the company was not located 
for any TCEQ investigations. Common pesticides used at the time were Toxaphene, Arsenic Acid, Paraquat, and 
Prowl. A city dump is located to the southeast of the site and it was reported that there had been possible pesticide 
dumping in the area where the dump is located. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 25, 1984 Spur Municipal Airport in association with Four States Dusting was identified as a possible area 
where hazardous waste may have been mishandled. On October 30, 1986 Lisa Arceneaux of Engineering-Science, 
Inc. conducted a site inspection on behalf of the Texas Water Commission (TWC) Preliminary Assessment/Site 
Inspection (PA/SI) program. The owner and operator of the pesticide applicator business Four States Dusting, Mr. 
Donald Crowe, was not located for an interview. 
Although the site was reportedly at an active airport, the site appeared to be abandoned during the site visit in 1984. 
It was noted that there was a large un-vegetated area in front of the hanger doors and pesticide odors were also 
noted in this area. The hangar itself was locked and the only other building on site was an abandoned, dilapidated 
house. There were no other reports of areas smelling of pesticides. During the visit a large government-funded boll 
weevil spraying program was in progress, involving 9 aerial pesticide applicators; mixing and loading was conducted 
on the grass field near the air strip. A composite soil sample was collected near the dump with no reportable 
concentrations of Chemicals of Concern (COCs) and a grab sample was collected near the hangar doors with a 
concentration of 111 mg/kg for Toxaphene (1984 LD50 40 mg/kg). 
On June 28, 2000 Daniel B. Stephens & Associates conducted a field sampling event on behalf of the Texas Natural 
Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). Heptachlor and Toxaphene were both detected at concentrations of 
33.5 mg/kg and 336 mg/kg respectively, which was above the TRRP commercial <.5 acre source at the time. It is 
noted that the landfill adjacent to the Spur Municipal Airport was abandoned at that time and could have affected 
attribution. However, the site was still being used for aerial pesticide applications and was deemed active. 
On November 19, 2008 the site was verified and updated. It was noted that the City of Spur sold the airport to Mr. 
Glenn Martin who operated a waste hauling business from the site. Mr. Martin leased the site out to Cap Rock Waste, 
out of Lubbock, since 2005. 
On December 02, 2014 research was done to determine the status of Four States Dusting and the Spur Municipal 
Airport and if any further action needed to be pursued. Research was accomplished through database and public 
information available on Google Earth, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) current list of licensed pesticide 
applicators, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry, the Dickens County Appraisal 
District and County Clerk’s websites, the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) website, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) Superfund website, and the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB). On June 13, 2016 an update of 
this research was conducted. A summary of the findings from each of these resources follows. 
On Google Earth it was discovered that the site had obviously been abandoned. Although it was clear to see that an 
airport had once existed there, it was now covered in vegetation. In June 2016 Google Earth showed that the Dickens 
County Correction Center appears to be on the property. Some debris and what appears to be some excavation also 

 
 



 

was noted. In a phone conversation with Mr. Jerry Schmidt, the current owner of the airport, it was discovered that the 
correction center is burning trash in that pit where the excavation was noted. 
On the TDA’s current list of pesticide applicators there was no listing of Four States Dusting, Mr. Donald Crowe, or Mr. 
Glenn Martin. This was true in June 2016 as well. 
Using the TCEQ Central Registry there was no evidence of Four States Dusting as a regulated entity or customer 
under another program. There was no evidence of the site having been regulated or enforced by another program. 
This was true in June 2016 as well. 
There was one listing for Four States Dusting on the EPA’s Superfund website under TXD087487229 listed as No 
Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP). This was true in June 2016 as well. 
The Dickens County Appraisal District (CAD) listed Tommy Henderson as the owner of some land in Spur and it was 
discovered in 2010 that the City of Spur sold the airport to Mr. Henderson. Tommy Henderson is still listed as the 
owner of the Airport where the Four States Dusting operation took place. Based on the Dickens CAD a property 
belonging to Mr. Jerry Schmidt was listed as Old Spur Airport. On June 27, 2016 Ms. Genesis Machek of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality talked to Mr. Jerry Schmidt and confirmed that he is the owner of the property. 
Mr. Schmidt also made it clear that there is no groundwater in the area. Based on the CAD and discussions with Mr. 
Schmidt it is clear that there are no residences within 200 feet of the property either. 
Through the TWDB it was discovered that there are no wells currently around the site for one mile. It was noted in 
previous investigations that no wells were located within .5 miles since 1984. Spur receives most of their water from 
the White River Reservoir. This was true in June 2016 as well. 
It was also discovered through internal research that the Norris Ag. Service was based at the same airport from 
1980-2 as Jack Rabbit Aerial. Since these were both aerial pesticide applicators operating from the same site, in 
2000 sampling was done for both sites. This was true in June 2016 as well. 
 
Conclusion 
The Four States Dusting Company was determined to have been inactive as well as any other aerial pesticide 
applicators at the former Spur Municipal Airport. There is also evidence based on the sampling events in both 1984 
and 2000, of a release of pesticides to the soil. Enforcement appears to have been exhausted at the site as it is now 
operating as a small private airfield. All activities that were noted on Google Earth in June 2016 appear to be from the 
burning of trash by the Dickens County Correction Center. Since it was discovered that there are no wells within 1 
mile and no wells onsite, there does not appear to be any threat to the groundwater. Since there are also no 
residences within 200 feet of the property, it does not appear that there are any potential threats to human health and 
the environment. Due to the lack of receptors or routes of exposures, an eligibility determination of No Further Action 
is concluded for the Four States Dusting Site based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

 
Abilene Gas Light Fuel & Power Company 824 

Abilene, Taylor 
NFA 

05/22/2017 
 

Site Description 
The former Abilene Gas Light, Fuel and Power Company (site) facility was located at 741 South First Street, Abilene, 
Texas, in Taylor County. The site is located on the southeast corner of the intersection of South First Street and 
Pecan Street in the downtown area of Abilene. The property lies on 0.3-acres and consists of a two-story brick 
building which formerly housed the coal gasification equipment and a small fenced yard that occurs between the 
building and another building located to the east. The buildings on the site are currently used for storage of plumbing 
supplies by Abilene Plumbing Supply Company, which is located on the adjacent property to the south at 742 South 
Second Street. The area surrounding the site consists of commercial buildings, parking lots, and warehouses. A 

 
 



 

railroad yard is located across First Street to the north of the site. The Google Earth image of the site taken on April 
29, 2016, shows that the property structures haven not changed since the image taken in 2002. 
 
Site History 
Abilene Gas Light, Fuel and Power Company is reported to have operated as a coal gasification plant prior to its 
closing. Coal gasification plants, also called “town gas” plants, were used in the United States in the 1800’s and early 
1900’s to manufacture gas for street illumination, heating, manufacturing, and residential use by roasting fossil fuels. 
Manufactured coal gas wastes typically contained cyanide, semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), and metals. Waste management practices at the Abilene Gas Light, Fuel and Power 
Company site prior to its reported closure in the late 1920’s are unknown. 
 
An on-site reconnaissance was conducted on March 18, 2003, during which potential waste source areas were 
identified: the Inside Process Area; the East-Side Outside Storage Area, and the South Side Outside Storage Area. 
During the on-site reconnaissance, no visible evidence of any surface staining, on-going seepage or any 
accumulation of tar-like residues were observed. Sampling activities were not conducted during the on-site 
reconnaissance. 
 
In August 2003, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) conducted fieldwork as part of a Screening 
Site Inspection (SSI) on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The SSI Report was completed in 
September 2004. On-site soils and sediments in a nearby creek were sampled and analyzed for inorganics, VOCs, 
SVOCs, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and pesticides. Background soil and sediment samples were also 
collected. Groundwater was not sampled because no groundwater wells could be found within a mile of the site. 
 
Potential surface water pathway target receptors were identified within the 15-mile target distance limit (TDL) from the 
site. However, only two sediment samples, both collected from the intermittent drainage pathway prior to the Probable 
Point of Entry (PPE), were found to contain concentrations of constituents of concern (COCs) greater than or equal to 
3 times the highest detected background value. The COCs with concentration exceedances were lead, 
benzo(g,h,i)perylene, endosulfan sulfate, 4,4’-DDT, and methoxychlor. No COC exceedances above background 
were observed in any sediment samples collected at the PPE or downstream of the PPE. The sediment sample 
results indicate that the surface water pathway is incomplete and the site does not pose a threat to surface water 
target receptors. 
 
Similarly, elevated concentrations of SVOCs, pesticides, and metals were found in the on-site soil samples; however, 
residential target receptors for the soil exposure pathway were not identified. Exposure to humans would be limited to 
brief periods of time when employees of Abilene Plumbing Supply are conducting business in the secured storage 
buildings. Terrestrial Sensitive Environments were not identified on or partially on an area of observed contamination 
for the soil exposure pathway. Based on the results of the SSI, on May 19, 2005, the EPA issued a Superfund Site 
Strategy Recommendation (SSSR) for this site of “No Further Remedial Action Planned” and referred the site to the 
TCEQ. 
 
2013 TCEQ Research 
On August 9, 2013, TCEQ conducted a Site Eligibility Determination/Verification Process of Abilene Gas Light, Fuel 
and Power Company for the State Superfund Process. After reviewing the historical documents and researching data 
from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), aerial photographs on Google Earth, and searching the Taylor 
County Appraisal District website, the site was recommended to be Eligible State Superfund program. 
 
2017 TCEQ Research for Verification Status Update 
On April 12, 2017, TCEQ conducted a Verification Status Update of the site. Data and information from the TCEQ 
Central Registry, TWDB, Google Earth, Google Map, the Taylor County Appraisal District (CAD) website, the TCEQ 
Surface Water Quality Segments Viewer, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetlands Mapper website were 

 
 



 

researched. Additionally, a phone interview was conducted on April 11, 2017 with Mr. Jim Blay, the property owner 
and owner of Abilene Plumbing Supply Company. 
Queries into the TCEQ Central Registry did not produce any information relating to the site. The TWDB Groundwater 
Data Viewer was researched on April 11, 2017, and the following water extraction wells were identified up to within a 
4-mile radius: 
 
Wells Identified Within a 1-Mile Radius 
1 stock well 
 
Additional Wells Identified Within a 2-Mile Radius 
2 domestic wells 
1 industrial well 
7 irrigation wells 
1 unused well 
 
Additional Wells Identified Within a 3-Mile Radius 
18 domestic wells 
1 stock well 
39 irrigation wells 
1 unused well 
 
Additional Wells Identified Within a 4-Mile Radius 
6 domestic wells 
18 irrigation wells 
2 stock wells 
6 unused wells 
6 wells of unknown use 
 
The April 29, 2016 Google Earth image of the site showed no significant differences from the 2002 Google Earth 
image, indicating the land use remains the same as it was during the 2003 SSI, with no residences located within 200 
feet of the property. Businesses depicted on a 2017 Google Map revealed that there are no schools or day-care 
facilities within 200 feet of the site. The closest day care, Glo Day Care Center, is located approximately one-half mile 
northwest of the site at 1333 North Third Street. The closest school, Abilene Special Education, is located 
approximately 1000 feet northwest of the site at 241 Pine Street. Based on the Google Earth image, the closest 
residence appears to be located more than 1000 feet southeast of the site. 
The TCEQ searched the Taylor CAD website on April 11, 2017. Records from the website identified Abilene Plumbing 
Supply as the owner of the property at 741 South First Street (Owner ID 44785). The neighborhood is identified as 
the Warehouse distribution Central business Market Area and the land is described as Commercial. 
 
Maps from the TCEQ Surface Water Quality Segments Viewer and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetlands 
Mapper website were reviewed on April 11, 2017. These maps showed surface water features as described in the 
2003 SSI. In addition, no wetlands were seen to be in the surface water drainage pathway within 1 mile from the site. 
 
On the afternoon of April 11, 2017, TCEQ’s Midori Campbell conducted a telephone interview with Mr. Jim Blay, the 
owner of Abilene Plumbing Supply Company. Mr. Blay informed Ms. Campbell that the property use and features 
have not changed since the time of the SSI, and that the buildings at the site continue to be used for storage of 
plumbing supplies and equipment. Mr. Blay conveyed that he was told following the 2003 SSI that no environmental 
problems existed at the site. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on April 12, 2017, it is recommended that the site be 
determined No Further Action (NFA). The determination is based on the following data and information: 
 
• Land use of the property and surrounding areas appear to remain the same as it was during the 2003 SSI, with no 
residences, day cares, or schools located within 200 feet of the property; 
• Concentrations of COCs in sediment samples at the surface water PPE and at locations downstream of the PPE did 
not exceed 3 times the background sediment sample concentrations; 
• There are no domestic groundwater wells within a 1-mile radius of the site; 
• Only employees of Abilene Plumbing Supply company have access to the site; 
• No visible evidence of any surface staining, on-going seepage or any accumulation of tar-like residues were 
observed at the potential source areas during the 2003 on-site reconnaissance; and 
• Mr. Jim Blay stated in his phone interview on April 11, 2017, that property use and features at the site have not 
changed since the time of the SSI, and that the buildings at the site continue to be used for storage of plumbing 
supplies and equipment from Abilene Plumbing Supply Company. 

 
 

Rays Flying Service 841 
Uvalde, Uvalde County 

Active 
11/03/2008 

 
Site History 
 
Rays Flying Service (RFS inactive) was an aerial applicator that operated during 1978-1987. Ray Johnson, the 
former owner, is deceased. RFS operated primarily out of Garner Field but occasionally flew out of Fort Clark Springs 
Airport. The file shows that multiple aerial applicators have operated out of Garner Field. 
 
RFS occupied roughly a ¼ acre on the north east side of the field. Operating components consisted of a stainless 
steel closed mixing system mounted on a truck and a fiberglass above-ground holding tank (info. obtained from 1987 
site inspection). The file noted that runoff from the site moved in a southerly direction toward a ditch next to the 
Haskett Flying Service (HFS inactive TXD070478318). Containers were rinsed and the rinsate loaded into hoppers 
which was either sprayed on fields or put into a holding tank. Small containers were disposed of in the Uvalde 
Municipal Landfill while large containers were given to the farmers once rinsed. There is a large (approx. 5’x10’) area 
bare of vegetation that was observed at the site. 
 
Chemicals of concern include ethyl and methyl parathion, toxaphene, malathion, guthion, bidrin, thimet, and pydrin. 
Chemicals were purchased as needed; there was no long term storage on site. Soil samples collected from the bare 
area showed 0.122 ppm of toxaphene. The drainage ditch adjacent to the site reportedly contained toxaphene at 11 
to 12 ppm. Investigators were not able to distinguish which aerial applicator is responsible for the chemicals in the 
ditch (1987 site inspection samples). 
 
Currently L & W Flying Service (LWFS), an aerial applicator, operates out of Garner, Field. LWFS sprays all brands 
requested within the following categories (fertilizer, herbicide, and insecticide). Quantities are purchased on an as 
needed basis. There is some on site storage in a warehouse located to the far east at Garner Field (phone 
conversation w/Donald Ripley, partner LWFS, 10/7/2008) 
 
Targets 
 
The primary targets are three water wells located within 0.28 miles of the site. Well info: #6951112 is unused, 
#6951114 is used for irrigation, and # 6951108 is used for domestic purposes. 

 
 



 

 
The soil unsaturated zone is moderately permeable and located within the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone. Depth to 
the aquifer is located 60-110 ft below ground surface (1994 site inspection). 
 
Conclusion 
 
Rays flying Service, as a company, has been inactive since 1987. After file review and telephone conversations with L 
& W Flying Service it has come the attention of the TCEQ that aerial applicators still operate out of Garner Field. The 
site is considered active due to these continued services and storage of pesticides, herbicides, and insecticides at the  
site. Rays Flying Service is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 

 
 

 
Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 10; Burnett Ranch Property 842 

Guthrie, King County 
NFA 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 12; Pitchfork Land & Cattle Company 843 
Guthrie, King County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 13; Livingston Property 844 
Childress, Childress County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 18; Reedy et al Properties 845 
Floydada, Floyd County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 3; Matador Cattle Company 846 

Matador, Motley 
NFA 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 6; Brothers et al Property 847 
Childress, Motley County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 
 

 
Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 9; Tongue River Ranch Corporation 848 

Guthrie, King County 
NFA 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 7; Andrews et al Properties 849 
Dickens, Dickens County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 
 

 
Midland Army Airfield Boombing Range No 4; Fasken Property 856 

Midland, Andrews County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 5; Flower et al Properties 857 
Matador, Motley County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Midland Army Airfield and Bombing Range No 10; Knox Property 860 

Patricia, Martin County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

NIKE Battery DY-50; Ledbetter Property 861 
Abilene, Taylor 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 11; Mabee Property 865 

Patricia, Martin County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland AAF Bombing Range No 12; Bigby and Cox Property 867 
Midland, Glasscock County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 13; Yarborough Property 868 

 
 



 

Midland, Midland County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 14; Lynch Property 869 
Midland, Midland County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Abilene AAF Bombing and Gunnery Range; Nevins et al Property 871 

Abilene, Taylor County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Atlas AF Facility S-12; McKenzie et al Property 872 
Stamford, Jones County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Atlas Air Force AF Facility S-9; Hannifin et al Property 874 

Shep, Taylor County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Pyote AAF Target Range No 1; Bivens et al Property 877 
Fort Stockton, Pecos County 

 
 



 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 1; Mullins Property 878 

Matador, Motley 
NFA 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Lee, Mrs William E 882 
George West, Live Oak County 

NFA 
08/12/2013 

 
Site Setting 
Mrs. William E. Lee (the “site”) is located at 465 County Road 126, in George West, Live Oak County, Texas (latitude: 
28.26661° N, longitude: 98.284642° W). The site is comprised of approximately 480 acres that are used as a cattle 
ranch. The site is bordered in all directions by other ranches. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 
hundred feet of the site. The site is secured by a cattle fence. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 12, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On July 25, 2013, the TDA’s pesticide applicator’s license database was researched, and there are no current 
pesticide licenses issued for Mr. William E. Lee or Mr. Robert Lee. 
On July 25, 2013, Mr. William E. Lee was contacted by the TCEQ (361) 449-7189. Mr. Lee indicated that the property, 
480 acres, has been in his family since 1968 and is used as a cattle ranch. There are private water wells onsite. Mr. 
Lee also indicated that “weed killers” have been used on the ranch in the past, but that was many years ago. 
Recently the property was sold to his son Mr. Robert Lee (361) 449-7021. 
On July 30, 2013, Mr. Richard Lee was contacted by the TCEQ (361) 449-7021. Mr. Lee indicated the land is used for 
cattle. Mr. Lee does have a current pesticide license, but he stated that he does not store chemicals onsite, nor have 
chemicals historically been stored on site. There are three active water wells onsite and the property is fenced in. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

As of July 25, 2013 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, and 
the site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, an 
eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

 
Wilmar Strader 885 

Lyford, Willacy County 
NS 

08/31/2007 
 

Subject: Site Verification at Former Pesticide Applicator Location, Wilmar Strader, P O Box 296, Lyford (Willacy 
County) Texas 
 
According to the EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification memo for the Wilmar Strader site, there is no site 
physical address for this site. The information in the file lists a PO Box address only. There was no record of a site 
visit by the Texas Water Commission (TWC) to verify what disposal practices exist for this site. On August 21, 2007 
the TCEQ State Lead PM called the TCEQ region 15 office (Harlingen) and no file for this site exists. 
 
On September 4, 2007 TCEQ State Lead PM called the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) to verify the site 
and/or owner (Wilmar Strader) registration status. The TDA indicated that neither the site nor the site owner had ever 
been registered with the TDA. 
 
Recommendation: 
Since the address listed in the EPA report does not give the physical address is incomplete and this site verification is 
listed as a Non-site (NS). 
 

 
 

William V Smith 886 
Mineral, Bee County 

NS 
04/09/2008 

 
A site visit was performed by Ms. Irina Afanasyeva on 01/03/08. The location of William V. Smith was not determined 
in the town of Mineral, Texas which has a population of approximately 50 people. 
Because the only information available at the time of the site visit was the P.O Box address, and given the small size 
of the town, photographs were taken to illustrate the apparent absence of the sought business. The Bee County 
property (see Photo 1, 2, and 3), includes above ground storage tanks and other equipment. This has the closest 
resemblance, in Mineral, to an agricultural service business, but it is not determined whether William V Smith could 
have been at one time on this property. 
Photographs 12 through 18 show an abandoned brick structure that includes an unplugged well or a drainage pipe 
(Photo 17). The brick building seemed to be on the property being sold by Rabe Real Estate Agency (Photo 5). 
A phone interview was held after the site visit with Ms. Pauline Rabe of the Rabe Real Estate Agency. Ms. Pauline 
Rabe related that she had no knowledge of the William V. Smith pesticide applicator business. She also could not 
provide any information about the unknown brick structure that, according to her, might or might not be part of the 
eighty some acre land parcel that her agency is selling in Mineral, Texas (see Photo 5 in the photo log). 
The unplugged well in the unknown cinderblock/brick structure was reported to the Texas Department of Licensing 
and Regulation. TDLR referred the case to the Bee Groundwater Conservation District (BGCD), and the well was 

 
 



 

plugged by Janet Trial Trust which was determined to be the owner of the property containing the well. Supportive 
documentation, including email correspondence with a TDLR representative, TDLR Referral Memorandum, and a 
TDLR confirmation letter that the well has been capped in compliance with 16 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 
76.1004 Standards for Capping and Plugging of Wells, is attached to this report. 
Other photographs in the photo log show the general location and layout of the town in relation to the main roads. 
Because the William V. Smith pesticide applicator business was not found in the town of Mineral, Texas, under the 
non-site status, it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Wilson Flying Service 907 
Paducah, Cottle County 

NFA 
08/17/2007 

 
George Ray Wilson operated as Wilson Flying Service, an aerial pesticide applicator, from 1977 until 1981. According 
to Mr. Wilson, the pesticides, including methyl parathion and 2,4-D, were mixed in the airplane holding tank. Excess 
pesticide was used for the next application site. The holding tank rinse water, consisting of water and ammonia, was 
sprayed unto Mr. Wilson’s farm. 
 
At the time of the PA/SI, Mr. Wilson stated there were no pits or disposal areas associated with his business. There 
was no evidence of pits or disposal areas noted in the PA/SI Report dated 2/12/85. 
 
Currently, GR Wilson, Jr., resides at the house located adjacent to the old runway. Wilson Flying Service is not 
included in the TCEQ Central Registry of regulated entities. Wilson Flying Service is not registered with the Secretary 
of State. 
 
An image of the site obtained from Google Earth indicates that the dirt runway no longer exists. A call to Ernestine 
Wilson, 806-492-3398, was not returned as of 8/7/07. The Wilson Flying Service site is located in a rural area, with 
the closest target being the house located adjacent to the abandoned runway. The next closest house is 
approximately 1.7 miles north-northeast of the site. The surrounding land use is agricultural. 
 
Historically, some aerial applicator services used disposal pits and/or disposed of excess pesticides unto the ground 
surface. These activities at other sites have led to surface soil, subsurface soil, sediment and groundwater 
contamination. As discussed above, there was no evidence of pits or surface disposal noted in the PA/SI Report 
 

 
 

Wilson Weed Control 908 
George West, Live Oak County 

NS 
01/09/2008 

 
11/29/2007: 
Wilson Weed Control has been in business since 1978. According to Omar Salazar, Pest Control Inspector for TDA in 
Corpus Christi, it went out of business in late 1980s. 
The site consisted of two garage sites in a residential neighborhood where the truck with an applicator tank and small 
quantities of Hyvar were stored. 

 
 



 

Hyvar is the pesticide used for weed control by ground application. According to the EPA Potential Hazardous Waste 
Site Identification report, an estimated 480 pounds or 10 cases of Hyvar were used each year by Wilson Weed 
Control. The pesticide was added to the applicator tank which was then filled with water at the field site. The mixture 
was completely sprayed on the site being treated. The pesticide was contained in bags as powder. The empty paper 
bags were placed in plastic garbage sacks and disposed at the county landfill near George West. 
No further action was recommended for Wilson Weed control in 1984 since evidence of the disposal or misuse of 
pesticides or pesticide-related waste were not observed. The site was referred to TCEQ by the EPA in 1985. 
Because the physical location of the inactive facility is unknown and lack of sufficient data for evaluation purposes, a 
site visit is needed. 
01/09/2008: 
Site visit was performed on 1/03/08 by Irina Afanasyeva. Activities associated with Wilson Weed Control were not 
observed. The site appears to be a private residence. 
Due to the non-site status of the site based on the site visit, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Winter Garden Inc 909 
Uvalde, Uvalde County 

NFA 
09/04/2007 

 
An inspection and interview with Mr. Richard E. Kinzer, the owner of Winter Garden, Inc, was performed by the Texas 
Water Commission in 1986. The results of this inspection and interview indicated that an agricultural consulting 
buisiness was operated onsite. Pesticides were not sold or used by the company. Visual evidence of the onsite 
misuse of pesticides was not observed, and no further action was recommended for the site in 1986. 
 
A follow up interview via telephone was conducted with Mr. Kinzer on August 23, 2007. Mr. Kinzer confirmed that the 
operation of the company has remained the same, and that he has not used chemicals onsite. No further action is still 
appropriate for the site. 
 

 
 

Woodsboro Farmers 913 
Woodsboro, Refugio County 

Active 
11/02/2007 

 
Woodsboro Farmers Cooperative is an operating business --since 1946 at the same location. It is an active grain 
elevator site used to store grain. Multiple Air Permits have been obtained over the years by Woodsboro Farmers for 
dust management. The grain is treated with a pesticide Phostoxin according to the EPA Potential Hazardous Waste 
Site Identification report made on October 20, 1984 and Roxann Wiginton, general manager of Woodsboro Farmers. 
No custom pesticide application is performed. 
 
The site was referred to TCEQ by the EPA in 1985. According to the report, the empty canisters of Phostoxin are 
disposed of on-site. EPA recommended no further action due to lack of evidence of environmental distress and report 
that the business is not involved in custom pesticide application. 
 
According to Roxann Wiginton, the site is located in a rural area with houses, stores, and a RR nearby. The location 
of Woodsboro Farmers Co-op has never changed. 

 
 



 

 
Due to the active status of the site, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 

 
 

Zoe Con Corp 916 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
08/07/2007 

 
According to the EPA’s inspection report (dated August 10, 1986) of the above mentioned property, the address was a 
residence of David A. Peterson, who was a former employee of Zoe Con Corp. At the time he was working for 
Uniroyal: Ag Chemical Sales. He worked in research and development division of Zoe Con Corp. During the 
inspection, less than 12 ounces of pesticide were stored in the garage and no sign of pesticides waste disposal was 
observed in the front and the backyard of the house. According to the Lubbock Central Appraisal District, the property 
was sold to Arnold and Gloria Gomez in 11/26/1991. I contacted the current owner of the property (806-793-6846) 
and was informed that there was no pesticide residue or pesticide stored at the property and the owners do not know 
anything about it. 
Since the subject address of the site is a residence and there was no evidence of pesticide waste on the site, the site 
warrants no further action under State Superfund Program. 

 
 

Brio South Wells 920 
Friendswood, Harris County 

NPL 
02/09/2009 

 
Brio South Wells 
The Former Brio Refinery and sister company Dixie Oil Processing company were located at the intersection of Dixie 
Farm Road Beamer Road in the City of Friendswood, Galveston County Texas. The site is currently inactive and 
occupies approximately 58 acres. Dixie Farm Road divides the site into two parcels, south and north. It is believed 
that there were injection wells located on the south parcel. 
The site is a Federal Superfund site. The site was proposed for National Priorities Listing (NPL) in October 1984 and 
was listed in March 1989. The site was proposed for NPL delisting in June 2006 and was deleted from the NPL in 
December 2006. The site had several on-site pits used for the disposal of the hazardous waste. Principal pollutants 
for which the site was listed included styrene tars, vinyl chloride, chlorinated solvent residues, metallic catalyst, and 
fuel oil residues. The groundwater is contaminated and the site is currently in operation and maintenance phase of 
the clean up process. Brio Site Task Force is the on-site operator for the ground water pump and treatment plant 
operations. 
 
A site visit was conducted on October 24, 2008 to verify the location of the onsite injection wells. It was noted that 
there are no above ground structure on the South Brio site and the entire site was noted to be fenced and covered 
with thick and overgrown vegetation. During the site visit, the Brio Site Task Force manager, Mr. John Danna was 
interviewed, and the Brio site previous investigation files were copied. Brio Site Task Force maintains a mobile office 
on the north parcel of the site. The treatment plant and repair shop is also located on the North Brio Parcel. Mr. 
Danna stated that he had been working on the site investigation since 1991 and he had not come across any 
information that would indicate that there were injection wells located on the site. The Final Project Report Volume I of 
VIII, prepared by Woodward-Clyde dated September 1995, discussed three deep water wells and six oil wells, but no 
mention of injection wells. According to this Report, oil wells belonged to Exxon USA, and through a written request 
made to Exxon, it verified the existence of these wells and provided five plugging and abandonment reports. The 

 
 



 

sixth plugging and abandonment report was obtained from the Rail Road Commission. These wells were more than 
5000 feet deep and, according to the Final Project Report, they had been plugged and abandoned properly. Mr. Gary 
Miller (Contact for the site) with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6 was contacted on December 17, 
2008 about the site. Mr. Miller stated that EPA is the lead on the side and that it is a Potentially Responsible Party 
(PRP) funded site. He stated that the site is active and deleted from the NPL and that it is undergoing Operation & 
Maintenance. He stated that the remedy (Containment Remedy) with the Record of Decision (ROD) has been 
constructed and implemented and is a long-term containment remedy utilizing Pump and Treat technology. He also 
stated that Fay Duke of the Environmental Cleanup Section of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) Project Manager for the site. 
 
The Final Project Report has also identified three on site water wells on the south parcel of the site. The Final Project 
Report notes that the wells had been properly abandoned and plugged. 
 
EPA completed a Preliminary Assessment on the Brio South Wells site in March 1991 and determined that no further 
action was merited on the site. Residents had expressed concerns that the wells on the site may have been used for 
unapproved dumping of chemicals. 
 
Based on information from a site visit performed in October 2008 and TCEQ review of available information for the 
site as of 12/17/08, the current determination for the site is that it is not eligible for the state Superfund program due 
to PRP funding and EPA oversight of the site. 
 

 
 

TPC Products; Texas Phenothiazine Company 988 
Santo, Palo Pinto County 

NFA 
07/07/2015 

 
Verification Site Summary – Texas Phenothiazine Company site (TPC Products) – By Anna Lund, Remediation 
Division, 5/7/2015 
 
Site Setting 
The site is located on the west side of FM 4, approximately 1.8 miles north of Interstate Highway 20, in Santo, Palo 
Pinto County, Texas (32.592878° N, 98.208169° W). It is surrounded on three sides by undeveloped rangeland with 
FM 4 located along the east perimeter, and a dirt access road leading to a nearby privately-owned pecan ranch 
located along the north perimeter. A cultivated agricultural field is located directly south of the site. The property and 
an adjacent overflow pond are enclosed within a 6-foot high-security fence with two strands of barbed wire across the 
top. Access to the site can only be gained through two locked gates, one located at the northeast corner allowing 
vehicle access from FM 4, and the other located along the north perimeter allowing access to the overflow pond. The 
nearest residence is the Stewart property located approximately 0.4 miles northwest of the. The nearest business is a 
pecan processor located along FM 4 approximately 0.28 miles north northwest of the site that operates seasonally 
during harvest time. 
 
The property consists of 7.696 acres, and is abandoned with back property taxes due to the County of Palo Pinto. 
The county has not placed the property for sale due to remaining site contamination. The former property owner was 
Mr. Roger L. Tannery, President, TPC Products, who abandoned the property in 1986 after he purchased the property 
by Deed of Trust effective October 1, 1985 from Mr. W. Howard Brannon, a local resident. 
 
The site contains the remnants of five metal/wooden structures and five empty above ground storage tanks located in 
the former process area. Two fires in 1991 and 1994 destroyed most of the onsite structures. Remaining waste 

 
 



 

management areas include: an unlined industrial landfill measuring 300’ X 150’ X 8’ deep containing multiple 
tranches filled with waste slag; an unlined surface impoundment 80’ X 40’ X 3’ deep; an unlined overflow pond 80’ X 
60’ X 4’ deep; a chemical storage pad measuring 100’ X 75’; and a former processing area containing several 
concrete foundations, former process chemical tanks and abandoned equipment measuring 300’ X 200’. 
 
Site History 
The site, TPC Products, Inc., operated as an insecticide (phenothiazine) manufacturing facility from 1967 to 
sometime in 1985. Phenothiazine (aka: thiodiphenylamine, a yellowish to grayish-green powder), was manufactured 
by pyrolysis of diphenylamine and elemental sulfur in a boiler reactor and polymerized using zinc oxide as a catalyst 
for withdrawal using a vacuum distillation process. The liquid product was poured into trays to cool, pulverized into a 
powder and sold as a sheep/cattle dip or formulated as an animal food additive for control of parasites (screw worm, 
fleas, ticks, etc.). 
 
Estimated production was 2.0 million pounds per year, employing 15 workers. The residual tar-like "boot" or slag 
(unreacted diphenylamine and residual polymeric materials) was broken into pieces and a reported 4.39 tons per 
month plus plant trash were buried in the onsite landfill. The plant used a caustic scrubber system to remove 
hydrogen sulfide gas from boiler stacks. The recovered liquid wastes were reportedly discharged to an onsite 
accumulation pond. 
 
During the operating period from August 9, 1973 to September 9, 1981, the site was cited for numerous unauthorized 
discharges and for improper waste management practices resulting from citizen's complaint investigations, routine 
regulatory compliance inspections, and reported spills. When the site was noted abandoned in 1991, additional 
sampling inspections were conducted to assess remaining site contamination and to determine if any off-site releases 
had occurred. A summary of regulatory involvement and site assessment history is as follows: 
 
• On August 19, 1981, the Texas Department of Water Resources District 4 Office conducted an investigation of a 
reported fish kill at a nearby livestock pond located at the Dean Stewart property. Numerous catfish, perch and 
crawfish were killed from an apparent company discharge that drained northwest to Mr. Stewart's lower pond after a 
heavy rain. 
 
• On August 29 and October 10, 1991, the Texas Water Commission District 4 Office conducted two sampling 
inspections at the abandoned facility to determine wastes remaining at the site in onsite soils, onsite surface 
impoundment, and the landfill area. Hazardous substances were detected remaining in paper bags stored at the 
onsite chemical storage pad, in water samples collected from the onsite accumulation pond, and from pooled water 
near the landfill. A sample collected from paper bags marked "Phenopurified" indicated 674,000 mg/Kg of 
phenothiazine. A water sample from the east side of the onsite surface impoundment contained 260 mg/l 
pentenol methyl, 23 µg/l benzothiozole, 11 µg/l penzothiadiazole, and 56 µg/l phenothiazine. The water sample 
collected from pooled water near the landfill indicated 14.5 µg/l of phenothiazine. Since the facility was abandoned, 
had declared bankruptcy, and the parent company, U.S. Chemical of Dallas, Texas, was determined insolvent, 
enforcement was no longer viable. As a result, the site was referred to the State Superfund Program. 
 
• On August 25, 1994, the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission’s (TNRCC) Emergency Response 
Team in Austin, Texas was notified of a possible release of noxious fumes by the Palo Pinto County Sheriff’s Office. 
On August 25-26, three local voluntary fire departments responded to a wild land fire that overran the site with three 
reported re-ignites. Two of the responding firemen experienced inhalation problems from burning chemicals 
remaining at the site and foul odors were noted in the chemical storage area coming from a pool of bubbling black 
molten liquid. 
 
• On March 30, 1995, the TNRCC’s Pollution Cleanup Division conducted a State Superfund Site Eligibility 
Determination evaluation inspection to characterize remaining source wastes. Results were compared to unaffected 

 
 



 

background samples collected nearby. Results indicate elevated levels of butyl-pentyl-cylopentane, carbazole, 
diphenyl (biphenyl) diamine, dososene, eicosane, hexatriacontane, n-nitrosodiphcnylamine, nonacosane, octacosane, 
pentadecane, pentatriacontane, phenothiazine, sulfur and zinc. It was recommended the site be secured with a 
high-security fence line to prevent any inadvertent public access to the identified hazardous substances remaining at 
the site, which was accomplished from November 14, 1996 to January 22, 1997 by a TNRCC contractor. 
 
• Based on the sample results from March 30, 1995’s sampling event, TNRCC prepared a Preliminary Hazard 
Assessment Report on November 28, 1995, identifying the groundwater, surface water, and soil exposure pathways 
as the primary areas of concern. The evaluation was based on deteriorated site conditions, nearby groundwater and 
surface water user targets, nearby residential population, and potential environmental targets. 
 
• On December 5, 1996, a TNRCC site assessment inspection was conducted to determine if any off-site releases 
had occurred. Sediment and surface water samples were collected from the off-site overflow pond and along the 
drainage channel flowing north of the site. Sample results indicate observed releases along the surface water 
pathway for the constituent’s phenothiazine, n-nitrodiphenylamine, and zinc. It was recommended that the berm 
surrounding the onsite surface impoundment be repaired to prevent any further discharges, which was accomplished 
on April 18, 1997, by a TNRCC contractor. 
 
 
• On February 15-16 and 26, 2000, a TNRCC State Superfund Hazard Ranking System (HRS) sampling inspection 
was conducted to determine if off-site targets may have been impacted by the release of site attributable hazardous 
substances. A total of nine sediment and five background samples were collected along Big Sunday Creek, an 
intermittent creek that flows 3.1 miles north of the site intersecting Palo Pinto Creek, the nearest perennial stream. 
This intersection was designated as Point of Probable Entry (PPE) No. 2. In addition, three sediment samples were 
collected from the Dean Stewart property’s stock tank, now owned by his daughter, Gale Stewart. The stock tank is 
the nearest body of water to the site along the surface water drainage pathway, therefore designated as PPE No. 1. 
Sample results indicate an observed release of phenothiazine to the stock tank, but phenothiazine was not detected 
leaving the stock tank or in Big Sunday Creek. 
 
 
 
TCEQ Research 
On April 2, 2015, the TCEQ conducted a site visit. The site was still secured with a fence and two locked gates. 
Spoke to Mr. Scott, who leases the property from the Edwards family just west of the site, and he indicated that water 
is supplied to the ranch from the local COOP. There is one private well on the ranch, but it does not work due to no 
groundwater in the area. Mr. Scott said that his lease property has never been affected by runoff from the site. He’s 
never witnessed any fish kills in the ponds, and no animals have been physically affected. 
Ms. Gale Stewart, who lives 0.5 miles down gradient of the site, was also interviewed on April 2, 2015. She indicated 
that her residence is on City water and her property has not had any issues since the 1981 fish kill. The ponds on her 
property are not fished in and no animals have been physically affected by runoff from the site. 
 
On May 4, 2015, TCEQ contacted the Santo Special Utility District, aka, Santo Water Supply Corporation, and spoke 
with the manager Ricky Hardin. Mr. Hardin indicated that they purchase surface water from Lake Palo Pinto, which is 
5 miles northwest of the site. This is the closet surface water intake from the site. The surface water is piped into the 
Mineral Wells Public Water Supply, and then back to Santo. The city of Santo, Texas, population of 315, has been 
supplied with city water since the 1970’s. Mr. Hardin said it’s hard to find a private water well that works in Santo, 
because there’s just no groundwater to draw from and those who do hit water, say it’s not drinkable. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

After the TCEQ review of the available information on May 7, 2015, a State Superfund eligibility determination of No 
Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time as the analytical results indicate no 
significant releases were observed in the Hazard Ranking System pathways of evaluation and the site does not pose 
an imminent threat to public health and safety or the environment. 
 

 
 

Air Rice Inc II Landfill 994 
Katy, Waller County 

NFA 
02/16/2009 

 
     The site is located at the intersection of Morton Road and FM 2855, located approximately 0.1- mile south of 
Morton Road, and one mile west of FM 2855, in the City of Katy. The surrounding land use is agricultural and pasture 
land. There are no residences within a 0.25-mile radius of the site. As of the date of this report, the site is part of a 
newly constructed private Airport called the Houston Executive Airport. The current owner, Mr. Rodney Hendrikson, 
purchased the property about four years ago and constructed the airport. The airport started operating last year, and 
is currently a fully functioning airport. The entire airport, including the site, is fenced. Access to the airport is controlled 
by locked gates, which are remotely monitored. 
 
According to available information, the site is a former aerial applicator and landfill that contained empty pesticide 
containers. The landfill operated from approximately 1969 to 1981. File review indicates that the EPA performed a 
Site Inspection (SI) at this site in June 1988, which included a sampling event in July 1988. EPA interviewed the 
former owner, Mr. Cardiff, as part of the SI. Mr. Cardiff maintained that there was never a landfill at this site. He further 
stated that his customers were required to keep their own containers; and therefore said there was never a landfill on 
his property. He also said the pesticides were purchased in sacks, and not in the containers. The results of SI 
sampling indicated pesticide levels below detection. Based on the SI, EPA determined that the site was not a 
potential candidate for the NPL listing. 
 
A site visit was conducted on December 18, 2008 to assess the current conditions at the site. During the site visit, Mr. 
Hendrikson was interviewed and asked about the site history. He stated that he had heard about the buried pesticide 
containers at the site, and had asked Mr. Cardiff about it. Mr. Cardiff had informed the investigator that there were no 
buried containers at the site. He stated the reason there were no buried containers is that the chemicals came in 
sacks, and not in containers. Mr. Cardiff further stated that during the airport runway construction, he investigated the 
entire site for buried objects. He said his contractor, ERM Engineering, did not find any buried containers at the site. 
 
Based on review of available information and a TCEQ investigation on December 18 2008, the site assessment is 
complete and no further action is recommended for this site under the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
 

Custom Aire Service 999 
Angleton, Brazoria County 

NFA 
04/08/2011 

 
The location (Site) of a former business called Custom Aire Service was referred to the Texas Water Commission on 
8/13/1992 by the EPA as a potential herbicide/pesticide applicator site. The Site is located in a rural part of the 
Brazoria County, a few miles outside the city limit of Angleton, Texas. The Site consists of one large metal warehouse 

 
 



 

structure that is used for repair and storage of small planes and a mobile trailer home that is used as a residence. 
The Site covers approximately 50 acres of land and approximately three quarters of the land is used for two airstrips 
and the rest of the Site is undeveloped. The Site is surrounded by pasture and farm land. The nearest residence is an 
on-site trailer mobile home used by the current owner of the site. 
 
TCEQ representatives, Andy Bajwa and Sherell Heidt, visited the Site on September 23, 2009 and during the visit 
interviewed the current owner, Mr. Bruce Bohannon. According to Mr. Bohannon, he purchased the property in 1999 
from Mr. Joe Bacon who had acquired the property five years ago from the bank who had foreclosed on the property. 
Mr. Bohannon further stated that he knew the previous owner, Mr. Joe Skinner, who strangely vanished about 15 
years ago without any trace and is still listed as a missing person. According to Mr. Bohannon, Mr. Skinner had used 
the warehouse as a maintenance and repair shop for helicopters and small planes. Mr. Bohannon further stated that 
Mr. Skinner’s business was flying display banners and teaching helicopter flying lessons. Mr. Bohannon further stated 
that he has lived in the area all his life and previously worked for 15 years with Garret Flying Services flying crop 
duster planes. Mr. Bohannon further stated that Mr. Skinner was not engaged in pesticide spraying. Mr. Bohannon 
stated that when he purchased the site, the warehouse had a lot of old helicopter and small plane parts but no 
pesticide containers or any indication that pesticides had been stored in the warehouse. In response to our question 
about storage tanks, Mr. Bohannon stated that were no underground or above storages tanks located on the site. He 
mentioned that he has recently installed an aboveground, 300 gallon diesel fuel tank for his tractor and the tank is 
located on the north side of the warehouse building. 
 
Mr. Bohannon’s business is called “Fly a Legend with a Legend” and the main business is buying and selling of small 
planes, providing flying lessons and repairing the planes. Six small planes were noted to be stored in the warehouse. 
The Site appears to be well vegetated and no signs of stressed vegetation were noted during the visit. Both airstrips 
appeared to be regularly mowed and maintained. 
 
A database search indicated that the Custom Aire Service had used a mailbox address on SH 60 in Iowa Colony but 
this was not the physical address based on the interview with Mr. Bohannon. 
 
Based on database search and interview with the current site owner, no further action under Superfund Program is 
recommend at this time at the site. It does not appear that a commercial herbicide/pesticide applicator business 
operated at the Site and there is no documentation that any release of hazardous substances has occurred at the 
Site. 

 
 

Grounds Management Services Inc - HQ 1009 
Houston, Harris County 

NS 
05/12/2014 

 
Site Visit Completed Site Summary – Grounds Management, Services, Inc.- HQ – By Andy Bajwa 
 
Site History 
The site was visited on February 18, 2009 to assess the current conditions. The site is a business park located off 
Harwin Drive in the southwest sector of the city of Houston. The site was reportedly once the headquarters for 
Grounds Management Services (GSM) from 1980 until 1985 when it purchased Ground Systems, Inc. (GSI) and 
moved its headquarters from the Osage Street location to the GSI headquarters on Charles Street. Both firms were 
involved in grounds maintenance, however GSM only did limited spot application of Roundup prior to purchasing GSI. 
The site is a large business park with half of the offices vacant and the majority of tenants are wholesalers of 
consumer merchandise. The office park appears to be poorly maintained and thus in poor condition. Utilities to the 

 
 



 

site are provided by the City of Houston and the nearest residence is more than 2000 feet from the site on the north 
side of Harwin Drive. 
 
A review of the file indicates that the TWC conducted a Preliminary Assessment (PA) of GSI in October 1985. The 
former headquarters and substations of GSM and GSI were visited as part of the PA and included a survey of the 
site, site photographs, and interviews with GSM officials and a former GSI employee. According to the PA interviews, 
the pesticide application was limited at the Charles Street location and the Osage Street location, subject to this 
referral and verification, was a used for storage and office only- pesticide spraying was not conducted at this location. 
 
Conclusion 
Since the referred location was not the site of actual management of hazardous materials, documentation of releases 
or mismanagement of hazardous substances is not applicable to the eligibility determination. Being that the the 
original site inspection by the referring entity established that no operations occurred at this site, an eligibility 
determination of Non-Site (NS) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

 
Grounds Management Services Inc - Sub 1 1010 

Houston, Harris County 
NFA 

04/29/2011 
 

Site Setting: 
The Site is former location of licensed pesticide applicator Company called Grounds Management Services Inc., 
(GSM). The now defunct Grounds Management Services (GSM)/Growth Systems Inc. (GSI) had several branch 
offices located at various parts of the city. The Company called them the substations and one of the substations was 
located on Crown Park Drive, off Interstate Hwy I-45 North, in an office park. In early 1980s GSI leased an office 
space in Crown Park Drive Office Park to conduct its business. Currently the office park is occupied by the New Light 
Church. 
 
Site History: 
File review indicates that GSI started grounds maintenance business in 1975 at Charles Street location and as the 
business grew it opened substations in various part of the city. Crown Park Drive location was one of the GSI’s 
substations. GSM purchased GSI in October 1985 and after the merger it moved its headquarters from Osage Road 
to Charles Street location and closed or merged some substations. Charles Street location remained the GSM 
headquarters until foreclosure of the business in 1987. Both firms were involved in grounds maintenance however; 
GSM only did limited spot application of Roundup prior to the purchasing of GSI. A preliminary assessment (PA) was 
performed by Engineering Services on the GSM headquarter site and branch offices in May 1986. The PA consisted 
of interviews with the GSM officials and the former GSI employee, site survey and site photographs. According to PA 
Report, pesticide application was very limited at the Crown Plaza Drive Substation. Most of the chemical handing was 
conducted at the Headquarter location on Charles Street. 
 
TCEQ Activities: 
Reviewed the site files and review indicates that a PA Report was prepared for the site in 1986 by Engineering 
Service Inc. PA Report noted that most of the chemical handling was conducted at the Headquarter location on 
Charles Street and this location was mainly used as a sales office. 
 
Harris County Appraisal District web site was visited on January 26, 2009. It listed the New Light Church has been 
paying the property taxes on the property since 2005. 
 

 
 



 

Site was visited on January 27, 2009 to determine the current status of the site. The entire office park was found to be 
occupied by New Light Church. New Light Church is listed as a religious organization. The current owner did not 
appear to be familiar with the site history. 
 
The entire site is improved and fenced and access to the site is controlled by a gate. The nearest residence is more 
than 2000 feet on the north side of the Gears Road. The area is served by the city water and the nearest surface 
water body is Green Bayou which is less than half mile west of the site. Five public water supply wells were found 
within a quarter mile radius of the Site. Three public wells and two private wells were found between quarter mile and 
half mile radius of the Site. Both private wells are monitor wells. Six public wells and six private wells were found 
between a half mile and one mile radius of the site. The use of these private wells is not known. 
 
Conclusions: 
Review of the site files indicates that the site was located in an office park and used as a sales office and was not part 
of the pesticide application operations. 
Based on file review and site visit of January 27, 2010, A No Further Action is recommended for the Site 

 
 

 
Growth Systems Inc 1011 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
08/12/2010 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Growth Systems Inc. (GSI) Site is located in northwest Houston at 11811 Charles Street, Houston, Texas. GSI 
was a privately owned grounds management company. 
 
Brush Mechanical Company currently owns and occupies the Site and its operations do not involve management of 
any hazardous substances. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
File review by the TCEQ indicates that GSI operated at this location from 1975 until 1985 when GSI was acquired by 
Grounds Management Services (GSM) in October of 1985. The site was operated by GSM until foreclosure of the 
business in 1987. Both firms were involved in grounds maintenance. 
 
On behalf of the EPA, a Preliminary Assessment (PA) was performed by Engineering Services for the Site in May 
1986. The PA consisted of a site inspection and interviews with GSM officials and one former GSI employee. 
According to the PA Report, GSI stored and handled pesticides at the Site (Texas Department of Agriculture 
Applicator License No 7824). Most of the chemical handing was conducted at this location although pesticide 
mixtures were also used by the crews at the substations. GSI used 100-gallon and 200-gallon spray rigs on trucks, 
four 30-gallon wheel mounted sprayers, and backpacks and shoulder sprayers. Chemicals were mixed with water in a 
sprayer before application at the jobsite. The empty product containers were triple rinsed, punctured and thrown in 
the trash. Glass containers were triple rinsed and thrown in the trash without puncturing. The rinse water was stored 
in a 55-gallon drum and then later added to the sprayer. When products to be sprayed changed, the sprayer was 
cleaned and rinsed with a bleach and water mixture. Containers were rinsed with water and then with a fixing agent. 
A third rinse of bleach and water was the final rinse. Both of these rinses were added to the mixture to be sprayed 
during pesticide application jobs. Chemicals used at this Site included: Dursban; Diainon; orthene; Disyston; Lindane; 
Isotox; Malthion; Savin; Captan; Weed Be Gone; Round Up; Phytar 560; and Pritol. GSI had been inspected twice by 
the Texas Department of Agriculture and no violations were noted during the inspections. 
 

 
 



 

TCEQ VERIFICATION: 
The TCEQ reviewed an internal TCEQ database to find ground water wells in the area of the Site. Utilities to the area 
are provided by the City of Houston and there are no drinking water wells located onsite. There are two public 
drinking water wells within 0.25 radius of the Site. One of these is located less than 1,000 feet from the Site. Ten 
additional public wells and four private wells were found within a half mile radius of the Site. None of the private wells 
are used as a drinking water source. Three of the private wells are monitor wells and the fourth well is used as an 
industrial well. Seventeen public wells and eight private wells were found between a half mile and a one mile radius of 
the Site. Use of these private wells is not known. 
 
Verification Summary (8/12/10) - continued 
Growth Systems Inc. 
 
According to the Segment Identification Maps for Texas Rivers and Coastal Basins, Texas Water Commission, the 
Site is located in the San Jacinto River Basin Segment 1014 (upper Buffalo Bayou above tidal). Surface water from 
the Site drains towards Charles Street and into a Harris County ditch that drains into White Oak Bayou, located 
approximately one half mile north of the Site. White Oak Bayou flows into the Buffalo Bayou approximately 17 miles 
east of the Site near downtown Houston. Neither White Oak Bayou nor Buffalo Bayou is a fishery. 
 
According to the Harris County Appraisal District web site (January 26, 2009), the Brush Mechanical Company has 
paid property taxes on the Site property for the previous five years. 
 
The TCEQ visited the Site on January 27, 2009. The surrounding land uses within a 0.25 mile radius of the Site are 
primarily commercial/industrial. Beyond the 0.25 mile radius, the surrounding land use is mixed, residential and 
commercial. The Site was found to be currently occupied by Brush Mechanical Company. Brush Mechanical 
Company is a pipeline maintenance contracting business and is not involved in pesticide application. The current 
owner was not aware of the site history. The front half of the Site, facing Charles Street, is developed and is occupied 
by a one story office building. Behind the office building are two attached metal warehouses. The area behind the 
warehouses is gated and fenced. Overgrown vegetation covers the entire area. No visible signs (staining or stressed 
vegetation) of contamination were identified at the Site during the Site inspection. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
The Site is owned by an active commercial business and access is controlled by a gate and fence. The Site appears 
to be well vegetated and no signs of contamination were visible. After the TCEQ review of the available information, 
the current determination is “No Further Action” for the Site. Although pesticides and herbicides were stored and 
handled at the site from 1975 to 1987, there is no evidence that indicates that pesticides or herbicides were spilled or 
mishandled at the Site. 

 
 

Agri-Specialists 1016 
Devers, Liberty County 

NS 
11/19/2015 

 
 
The Agri-specialist site is the location of former aerial pesticide applicator. The exact location of the site is not known 
but the site is described as an area south of City of Raywood and west of the City of Devers in Liberty County. The 
Agri-specialist Company operated the site as private airstrip for small private airplanes from 1969-1979. Details 
regarding the pesticide use, storage and disposal of waste pesticides and empty pesticide containers are unknown. 
The pesticides known to have been used were toxaphene, methyl parathion, ethyl parathion and molinate. Until early 

 
 



 

1980s, the area land surrounding the site was mainly used for rice farming where pesticides were routinely applied 
and Agri-specialist provided the pesticide application services to the area farmers. 
 
Helena Chemical’s branch office in Raywood city was visited by TCEQ representatives Andy Bajwa and Olga Salinas 
on November 3, 2009 to seek information about the Agri-specialist Company’s operations. Helena Chemical 
Company sells agriculture chemicals and the pesticide to the area farmers. During the visit, Mr. Walter Chrisco, 
Branch Manager of the company was interviewed. Mr. Chrisco stated that the company has had its branch office in 
the area for the past 35 years and most companies in this area who were buying agriculture chemicals would have 
opened an account with his company. He could not recall Agri-specialist Company’s name but he promised to search 
old account records to look for the Agri-specialist name and if possible the type and quantity of chemical they were 
purchasing. Mr. Chrisco also advised the representatives to visit American Rice Growers Co-op’s office in the city of 
Raywood for the information. Mr. Chrisco was contacted on the following day and was asked if his search of old 
accounts had turned up any information about the Company. Mr. Chirsco stated that he did not find any information 
about the company in his local sales database. 
 
TECEQ representatives visited American Rice Growers Co-op in the city of Raywood, and spoke to Mr. James 
Hewitt, General Manager and asked him if he had heard of the Agri-specialist Company’s name. Mr. Hewitt could not 
recall Agri-specialist Company being located in this area. No information was available in Region 12 files for the site. 
A local directory search did not yield any information either. Search of Central Registry data base did yield any 
information about the company. 
 
Based on TCEQ‘s investigation it cannot be confirmed if the Company had a physical location in the Devers and 
Raywood city area where it conducted its operations and based on this information it determined it is a “Non Site” and 
not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 

 
 

American Porcelain Enameling Inc aka Houston Porcelain Enameling 1022 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
02/17/2009 

 
     A site visit was conducted on December 18, 2008 to assess the current conditions at the site. The former 
American Porcelain Enameling site is located at 1130 West Loop North, within the inner loop area of the city of 
Houston. The site is currently occupied and leased by Inter-Tel Technologies Company. The site is owned by 
Weingarten Realty, which has built and leased office spaces since 1983. Inter-Tel Technologies Company has leased 
the site for the past ten years. The site covers approximately 3.4 acres of urban land, and is entirely developed. A 
large 2-story office building and a parking lot covers the site. The land use surrounding the site is commercial with 
office buildings and light manufacturing. The site is located at the intersection of Highway I-10 and West Loop 610 
North, in the City of Houston. 
A file review indicated that American Porcelain Enameling manufactured porcelain enamel on steel sign faces, letters, 
architectural panels, and graphics at the site from 1950 to 1982. Prior to 1962, the facility operated under the name of 
Houston Porcelain Enameling Company. In July 1982, the plant was shut down and the company ceased all 
operations at this site. The company dismantled the plant and removed all debris in 1982. The company began 
removal of contaminated soils in July 1983 after selling the property to Weingarten Realty. 
Before ceasing site operations, the two types of hazardous wastes generated at the site were enameling overspray 
from painting booths, and waste water treatment sludge. The company also had identified two Solid Waste 
Management Units (SWMUs), a Waste pile, and a Drum Storage Area. The closure of these units was approved by 
the Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR). In September 1983, after receiving confirmation sample 
analyses results, the TDWR notified Weingarten Realty that the site had been closed in an environmentally safe 
manner. 

 
 



 

EPA contractor, Ecology and Environment Inc., conducted a Preliminary Assessment (PA) on this site in July 1989, 
and determined that no further action was warranted at this site under the Federal Superfund Program. 
 
Based on the file review and TCEQ site visit on December 18 2008, site assessment is complete, and no further 
action is recommended under the state Superfund program at this time. 

 
 

Marshall Road Dump Site 1032 
Crosby, Harris County 

NFA 
02/23/2012 

 
Setting: 
The Marshall Road Dump Site (site) is a 41-acre rural property located at the intersection of Marshall Road and 
Parish Road, approximately 2 miles east of US Highway 90, in Crosby, Harris County, Texas. Land use in the vicinity 
of the site consists of agricultural land and single family residences. Currently, the site is being used for agricultural 
purposes (grazing land for cattle, horses, and goats). 
 
Site History: 
The site was first investigated by the Harris County Pollution Control Department in September 1971, who notified the 
Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR) regarding complaints about unlicensed chemical dumping on the 
site. From September through October 1971, the TDWR investigated the site and found a large number of drums of 
chemical waste and two large disposal pits at the site. The investigations determined that chemical releases from the 
site were impacting a drainage ditch located along the southern border of the site. 
 
In March 1982, the TDWR collected and analyzed soil samples from the two disposal pits and found detectable 
concentrations of phenol, 1,2,4-dichlorophenol, chlorophenol, 2,4,6-trichlorphenol, 4-nitrophenol, methyl parathion, 
alkyl benzene, naphthalene, substituted indanes, fluorene, methyl fluorene, and aliphatic hydrocarbons. 
 
Remediation activities were conducted in October 1982 by responsible parties (Velsicol Chemical Corporation and 
Witco Chemical Company). The remediation activities were supervised by TDWR. Approximately 1,300 cubic yards 
of waste and contaminated soil were excavated and backfilled with clean clay soil. 
 
In 1994, the EPA conducted a Site Inspection Prioritization (SIP) at the site and scored the site using the Prescore 
model. In June 1994, due to the low Prescore of 2.89, the EPA recommended in June 1994 a “No Further Remedial 
Action Planned under Superfund (NFRAP) Decision. 
 
TCEQ Activities: 
In August 2011, the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) conducted sampling 
activities to determine if the site is eligible for evaluation and ranking under the State Superfund Program by 
documenting a release of hazardous substances to the environment. The TCEQ advanced seven soil borings to 
depths ranging between 20 to 30 feet below the ground surface (bgs) and then installed temporary, one-inch diameter 
PVC piezometers in the borings. A total of seven soil and seven groundwater samples were collected from the site. 
Additionally, nine groundwater samples were collected from private water wells that were near the site. The soil and 
groundwater samples were analyzed for total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH), pesticides, semi-volatile organic 
compounds (SVOC), and volatile organic compounds (VOC). The soil samples were also analyzed for metals. The 
temporary piezometers and borings were properly abandoned after they were sampled. 
 

 
 



 

Soil and groundwater analytical results were compared to the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix exposure pathway 
benchmarks (SCDMs) and May 2011 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Tier I Residential Protective 
Concentration Levels (PCLs) for a 0.5-acre source. 
 
The laboratory analyses of the soil and groundwater samples did not indicate any analytes at levels greater than the 
SCDMs or PCLs. 
 
Conclusion: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on February 23, 2012, the current determination for the Site is 
that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program because the TCEQ sampling investigation in 2011 did not 
identify any impacts in the soil or groundwater at the site. 

 
 

Matagorda Peninsula Bombing Range; Matagorda Penisula 1033 
Port O'Connor, Matagorda County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Palacios AAF; Palacios Municipal Airport; Palacios AFB 1047 

Palacios, Matagorda County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - 
USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 
Petrolia Aux Field No 1; Stewart-Stine Property 1067 

Wichita Falls, Wichita County 
NFA 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Clarke Bottling Company 1074 
Conroe, Montgomery County 

NFA 
04/11/2011 

 
The Clarke Bottling Company facility is privately owned and is located on the former United Creosoting Company 
Superfund Site. The site area is approximately 25 acres of urban land of which 10 acres are improved and 15 acres 

 
 



 

are empty lot. The site is fenced and access to the site is controlled by locked gates. The site consists of three large 
metal warehouse type buildings, paved parking lot and an unimproved empty area. The main warehouse building, 
approximately 100,000 square feet in size, is leased by the Falcon Headware Company (clothing company). The 
small business park building south of the main warehouse building is currently empty. The warehouse building next to 
the entrance is also currently empty. No other operations are conducted at the site by the current owner. The drinking 
water source for the area is provided by the City of Conroe. Surface water run-off from the site drains into Alligator 
Creek. 
 
The United Creosoting Company Superfund Site encompasses about 100 acres, bounded on the west and south by 
Alligator Creek, on the north by Delores Street, and on the east by a railroad line. The site was operated as a 
wood-preserving facility from 1946 through the summer of 1972. In 1972, the site was abandoned, and 
redevelopment occurred, which consisted of residential development and two commercial properties, the Clarke 
Bottling Company being one of the commercial properties. The United Creosoting site was added to the National 
Priorities List (NPL) in 1983. 
 
The EPA performed a Remedial Investigation in 1984 and 1985, and a Feasibility Study (FS) in 1996. A Record of 
Decision (ROD) was signed in 1986; this ROD called for the purchase of residential properties and natural 
attenuation of groundwater as an interim remedy. A second ROD was issued in 1989; this ROD called for excavation, 
onsite chemical treatment, and onsite disposal of contaminated soils as a final remedy. An addendum to the ROD 
was issued in 1998 to include excavation and offsite disposal. Remediation at the site was initiated in August 1998 
and completed in August 1999. These activities included excavation and transport and disposal offsite of almost 
30,000 tons of contaminated soil, and backfill and grading/restoration of backfilled areas. 
 
Because the soil remaining onsite is below target residential or industrial action levels, no operations and 
maintenance procedures are required for the soil remedy. Monitored natural attenuation was selected as the 
appropriate action for affected groundwater, and as a result, a long-term groundwater monitoring plan is being 
implemented. 
 
Personnel with the TCEQ (Terry Andrews, Sherell Heidt, Andy Bajwa, and Olga Salinas) have visited the site on 
several occasions during 2009 and 2010. The last visit was on August 5, 2010 by Olga Salinas. No environmental 
problems have been observed on the Clarke Bottling company property during these site visits. 
 
Based on the remediation action at the site by the Federal Superfund program and observations during recent site 
visits, no further action is recommended at this time under the State Superfund Program. 

 
 

Gardner Flyers Inc 1122 
Mercedes, Hidlago County 

NFA 
11/03/2014 

 
Site Setting 
Gardner Flyers Inc. (site) (TXD045039682) is located at 10230 Mile 2 East, Mercedes, Texas in Hidalgo County 
(26.175636° N, 97.875275° W). Mr. William Sandlin, the owner, purchased Gardner Flyers Inc. in 1952 and renamed 
the business Mercedes Flying Service (TXD026830653). The site operated as an aerial applicator from 1952 to 2003 
at the site, when Mr. Sandlin retired. 
 
The site is situated on about 30 acres in a rural area and consists of an office that is attached to a hangar. The 
nearest residence is 467 feet southwest of the site. To the north, south, and east of the site are hay fields. There is an 

 
 



 

old vacant terminal building about 150 feet southeast of the site owned by Arnold’s Oil Company. There are no 
schools or daycares within 200 hundred feet of the site. 
 
Site History 
The Mercedes Flying Service site was inspected by Larry Smith of the Texas Department of Water Resources on 
February 7, 1984 to determine if a solid waste registration (SWR) was required and whether there was any 
unpermitted waste disposal. Mr. Smith observed the following waste management procedures: pesticides were mixed 
on-site in a vat at a loading station; excess pesticides were reused on the next load of that chemical to be flown; 
high-pressure water was used in cleaning the application equipment, where the rinsates was reused from the 
application cleaning; there was no on-site waste disposal as the site; pesticides were stored in a small locked 
warehouse; all empty containers were triple-rinsed; plastic and paper containers were burned, while metal containers 
were crushed and sold as scrap; and there was no evidence of pesticide spills at the site. It was concluded that since 
there were good waste management practices found at the site, no further action was recommended under the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 3012 program. 
 
On March 5, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment was conducted by 
Charles Lanford of Engineering-Science, Inc. for Mercedes Flying Service. At the time of the assessment, the site 
consisted of a hanger, storehouse, and office building. The assessment noted that the site was registered with the 
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) for an applicator’s license #000381. The TDA conducted an inspection of the 
aircraft and equipment at the site on February 25, 1985. 
 
On March 28, 1985, a RCRA 3012 Preliminary Assessment was conducted by Margaret Hulsey of 
Engineering-Science, Inc. for Gardner Flyers. Ms. Hulsey interviewed Don Wright, manager of Gardner Flyers for this 
assessment. Only the hanger was taken into consideration during this assessment. The assessment noted that the 
site was registered with a TDA applicator’s license #2102. The TDA conducted inspections of the aircraft, records, 
and equipment at the site. Gardner Flyers did not conduct aerial application activities in the Valley. This is a base 
operation site for the aerial application activities which were conducted from private strips near towns throughout 
West and North Texas. Minor mechanical oil stains were observed at the site and were restricted to the interior of the 
hangar on the concrete floor. These stains were a result of mechanical operations and airplane reconstruction. The 
chemicals were pumped from drums to the plane. There were no leftover mixed chemicals. When the interior of the 
plane’s tanks were cleaned with water, the rinsates was sprayed out on the field being treated. The empty containers 
were cleaned three times with water, and the rinsates was added to the mixture being sprayed. The containers were 
left with the farmers. Since aerial application activities were not conducted at the site, no further action was 
recommended for Garner Flyers under the RCRA 3012 program. 
 
A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Final Strategy Determination for Mercedes Flying Service was completed on 
February 19, 1986 by Joe Roberto of the EPA. At the time of the determination the site was an active aerial applicator 
of pesticides and fertilizers. Good waste management was practiced including: the reuse of excess pesticide on the 
next spraying mission; and triple-rinsing of empty containers. There was no evidence of on-site waste disposal. 
Because of the above facts, no further action was recommended by the EPA at the time. The site was referred to the 
TCQE on January 1, 1986 by the EPA. 
 
The chemicals of concern are: Grazon; 2,4,5-Trichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2, 4, 5T); Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
(DDT); Daconil; Dimethyl Tetrachloroterephthalate (DCPA); Toxaphene; Malathion; Batheroid; Ambush; Methyl 
Parathion; and Atrazine. 
 
 
TCEQ Research 
On January 6, 1993, Debra Hendricks of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) reviewed 
Gardner Flyers under the State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility Determination program. The file review indicated 

 
 



 

the site was an aerial applicator which operated from a hanger at Old Rebel Field. Chemicals were pumped from 
drums to the plane. Rinsates were applied to the fields being treated. Empty containers were left with the farmers. At 
the time of the review, Gardner Flyers was documented as an inactive facility with insufficient data for screening 
purposes and was referred to field ops for sampling inspection. A follow up verification was filled out on January 6, 
1994 indicating sampling was needed and referred to field operations. 
 
On December 27, 1993, Pam Reedy of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) reviewed 
Mercedes Flying Service under the State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility Determination program. Ms. Reedy 
spoke with Steve Freeman of Mercedes Flying Service, and he indicated that the site was an active facility. The 
business was owned by Sandlin Enterprises. Based on the SSDAP file review and telephone memo it was 
determined that the site was an active facility. 
 
Ecology and Environment, Inc. collected five soil samples and one water sample at the site on October 19, 1999. The 
exact locations these samples were collected from were not disclosed in the files. The samples were sent to Ecology 
and Environment, Inc. Analytical Services Center in Lancaster, New York. The soil samples were analyzed for the 
following: volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-volatiles (semi-VOCs), metals, and cyanide. The water sample 
was only analyzed for metals and cyanide. 
 
According to the laboratory results reported by Ecology and Environment, Inc., acetone exceeded the reporting limit 
for all five soil samples when tested for VOCs. Sample three also had an exceeded reporting limit of benzene. Bis 
(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) exceeded reporting levels for soil sample #1 when tested for semi-VOCs. All soil 
samples had detections of arsenic, cadmium, lead, mercury, and selenium; however, none of the results exceeded 
the 2012 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) protective concentration levels (PCLs). Soil sample #3 had a 
detection for cobalt, and soil sample #5 had a detection for antimony. Neither sample exceeded the TRRP PCLs for 
those particular metals. The water samples had detections for the following metals but none exceeded TRRP PCLs: 
antimony, arsenic, barium, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, manganese, mercury, nickel, selenium, 
silver, thallium, and zinc. Cyanide did not exceed TRRP PCLs for any of the soil or water samples. 
 
On November 7, 2011, Anna Lund, Remediation Division, interviewed Mr. Sandlin. To Mr. Sandlin’s knowledge, there 
are no pesticides currently stored on-site. There are no private wells on his property either. The hanger and office 
used for Mercedes Flying Service is still on-site. Currently it is used by Mr. Sandlin as a personal office, and the 
hanger is used to store small planes and vehicles. 
 
On November 9, 2011, a site visit was conducted by Ms. Lund and James Haley of the Remediation Division. The 
owner, Mr. William Sandlin met at the site and gave a tour of the office, hanger, and outside. Mr. Sandlin indicated 
that the airstrip is still used, but not for crop dusting purposes. He retired from the crop dusting business in 2003. The 
office is used by for Mr. Sandlin personal business. The hanger is used as a storage area for small aircrafts and 
vehicles. There were no signs of pesticides or spills inside the office or hanger. Approximately 160 feet northwest of 
the hangar were several tanks and containers with unknown contents. This area was previously used for Mr. 
Sandlin’s aerial application business. In addition, there were a couple above ground fresh water tanks and small 
sheds in this area. The site and tank area have no access restrictions, fences, locks or gates. The hangar and 
building are locked when Mr. Sandlin is not on-site. There are two domestic wells located within a mile of the site. 
 
On August 8, 2013, Ms. Lund reviewed TCEQ’s Central Registry for Mercedes Flying Service and found an inactive 
SWR #33841 registered under this business name. 
 
On August 8, 2013, Ms. Lund reviewed Hidalgo’s County Appraisal District and the owner of the property is currently 
Mr. Sandlin. 
 

 
 



 

On August 13, 2013, a SSDAP Prioritization Evaluation Worksheet was completed since the site was determined 
eligible for the State Superfund Program. With a prioritization score of 14, a site assessment was scheduled that 
would include collecting soil, groundwater, and sediment samples on and offsite. 
In May 2014, five surface soil, sediment, and groundwater samples were collected. The samples were analyzed for 
the following: organochlorine pesticides, organophosphorous pesticides, chlorinated herbicides, and the specific TICs 
baythroid, daconil, DCPA and permethrin. In addition, the groundwater samples were analyzed for volatile organic 
compounds. 
 
The analytical results from this sampling event indicated that onsite soil samples collected near the former pesticide 
loading area had exceedance levels of organochlorine pesticides, chlorinated herbicides, and organophosphorus 
pesticides. Despite the age of the release, and despite observed releases onsite, no significant concentrations of 
chemicals of concern were found in the soil, sediment or groundwater sampled and analyzed offsite. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on October 28, 2014, a State Superfund eligibility determination of 
No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time as the analytical results indicate 
no significant releases were observed in the Hazard Ranking System pathways of evaluation and the site does not 
pose an imminent threat to public health and safety or the environment. 
 

 
 

Leyendecker Inc aka Laredo Aerial Spraying aka Aerial Spraying 1135 
Laredo, Webb County 

NFA 
06/26/2017 

 
Site Setting 
Leyendecker Inc. (the site) is located at 4220 Sanders Ave., in Laredo, Webb County Texas (latitude 27.534560o N, 
longitude 99.495035o W). The site is less than one acre with an office building and an open area to the west of the 
building. The site is located in a residential and commercial area in Laredo which is located east of I-35 and south of 
Highway 59. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 feet of the site. The owner of the site at the time of 
the PA/SI inspection was Jere W. Leyendecker. The business in this location is now known as Leyendecker 
Construction Inc. and is still active. The current owners of this business are Gary and Paul Leyendecker. 
 
Site History 
This site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by the EPA. 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as the location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated stored or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on October 26, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On April 9, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) and RCRA 3012 
Preliminary Assessment of the site was conducted by Margaret Hulsey of Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. 
Phone interviews with Jere W. Leyendecker, the owner, were conducted on March 26 and 29, 1985, beginning at 8:30 
P.M. and 8:20 A.M., respectively. A driveby of the business location of Leyendecker Inc. on Sanders Avenue was 
done on March 29, 1985 at 6:45 P.M., which was followed by an interview on April 9, 1985 for clarification purposes. 
 
As mentioned, the site is located on a residential and commercial area in Laredo. The site consists of one office 
building and an open area which is located west of the building. Typical construction vehicles and equipment were 

 
 



 

located on Monterrey Avenue, and a gate was located approximately equidistant from the north and south ends of the 
property. Between the fence and the dirt road, a minor oil stain was observed to the south of the gate. North of the 
gate, a section of the ground had been plowed and oil particles were observed- although the company noted that 
these were merely accidental spills and not a normal occurrence. The open area appeared to be well maintained, and 
empty drums or containers were not observed on the property. 
 
Leyendecker Inc, who was a construction contracting company that constructed roads to nearby oilfields, started to 
conduct aerial application activities for brush and weed control in 1969. A company plane is kept at Laredo 
International Airport, but activities associated with herbicide handling are not conducted at this airport. There is not a 
single base location where operations are conducted. The majority of the spraying activities were completed in Webb, 
Zapata, and Jim Hogg counties. Herbicide application lasted approximately two months per year. 
 
The chemicals used in the aerial applicator business do not include insecticides, and were managed and disposed of 
responsibly as follows: The chemical containers are opened mechanically and then are mixed in a closed system on 
a truck. Here, the chemicals are then transported and pumped into a plane along with the rinsate. There are no 
leftover chemicals in the containers which can be sprayed, as residuals are cleaned off with water in plane’s tanks, 
and rinsate is sprayed on the area being treated. The exterior of the plane does not need to be cleaned as any 
residue from the exterior would be deposited at the site where fields are being treated. The empty containers are then 
flushed thoroughly with water, crushed, and disposed at the dump or landfill closest to the area where activities are 
being conducted. No further action was warranted by the EPA following the PA/SI Final Strategy Determination that 
was produced on December 12, 1985. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On August 5, 1994, a State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility Status Sheet was reviewed by Allan Seils for the 
Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Team (SSDAT). This file review also conducted a telephone interview with 
Jere W. Leyendecker on July 27, 1989, who reported that the business closed in approximately 1987 or 1989. At that 
time, he had no longer operated an aerial application service but worked as a salesperson for Ed Shore’s Aviation in 
Robstown, Texas. Based upon this file review, the site was determined to be an inactive facility with insufficient data 
for screening purposes and was referred to field operations for sampling inspection (FO/SN). 
 
On August 24th, 1995 a Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commisssion (TNRCC) Interoffice Memorandum 
(IOM) was sent to John Young, Program Manager of the Operations Division from Wesley Newberry, Team Leader of 
the SSDAT. The IOM listed several facilities that were verified by SSDAT’s personnel and were determined ineligible 
for the State Superfund Program due to one of the following criteria: No documentation of Hazardous Substances 
was present, enforcement action had not been exhausted, or the sites were still under TNRCC Enforcement. 
Therefore, per that memo, they were being referred to the Field Operations Division for sampling and compliance 
inspection at the Region’s discretion. 
 
A Sampling Needed Prioritization Worksheet was completed (no date) and yielded a score of 0. 
 
On June 2, 2017, the Webb County Appraisal District (CAD) was researched, and the property is currently owned by 
Leyendecker Construction Inc, appraised at $565,860. There are no deed history details provided for this property. 
The Webb County CAD did not have any property records for Mr. Jere W. Leyendecker. 
 
On June 2, 2017, Leyendecker, Inc. was researched on the internet, and the new name of the business is 
Leyendecker Construction Inc. There was information found Jere Leyendecker, the former owner of the business that 
who passed on November 21, 2010. The current owner of the company is Gary Leyendecker, who was also the 
owner of Rio Bravo Helicopters, once located at the address (see third link). However, there is no evidence of a 
herbicide applicator business being operated out of this address anymore. 
Links: http://leyendeckerconstruction.com/ 

 
 



 

http://www.tributes.com/obituary/show/Jere-Ward-Leyendecker-89966625 
https://ecf.ksd.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/show_public_doc?2006cv1198-30 
 
On June 2, 2017, TCEQ’s Central Registry was researched for Leyendecker Inc, Jere W. Leyendecker, and 4220 
Sanders Ave, Laredo, TX and there were 26 records found in this database- one for Petroleum Storage Tank 
Registration at the site and the others as general contractor’s Stormwater Permits at different construction sites. 
 
On June 2, 2017, Leyendecker Inc, Jere W. Leyendecker, and 4220 Sanders Ave, Laredo, TX were researched for 
TDA’s Pesticide Appicator License database, and there were no records found in this database. 
 
Conclusion 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. SSDAP 
evaluation of the site with the criteria at the time (1995) concluded that the site was inactive and had insufficient data 
for screening purposes, referring the site to Field Operations for Sampling Inspection (FO/SN). However, as of June 
2, 2017, although an active business could be discerned from the company’s web page and their active permits found 
on the TCEQ’s Central Registry, they do not currently operate as an aerial herbicide applicator. Because of the lack of 
evidence of the misuse and handling of pesticides, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Lipan Creek 1137 
Buckholts, Milam 

NFA 
06/26/2017 

 
Site Setting 
The Lipan Creek site is located approximately 2.5 miles northeast of Buckholts, Texas. The property consists of an 85 
acre ranch, where the main activity is cattle grazing. The property was owned by Mr. Garrett Hugo (G.H.) Beckhusen 
of Buckholts, TX. The surrounding area is rural farm and pasture land. There are no schools or daycare facilities 200 
feet from the site. 
 
Site History 
The Fluor Daniel ARCS team was tasked by the EPA to conduct a Preliminary Assessment (PA) for the Lipan Creek 
site, located in Milam County, Texas. The site was on an 85 acre ranch with several structures and stock ponds. 
 
An anonymous citizen complaint initially alerted the EPA to the possibility of an environmental hazard at this property. 
The complaint was made through (at the time) US Senator Lloyd Bentsen’s office in Austin, Texas- to which the 
Senator subsequently requested that the EPA investigate the site. The complaint alleged that a stock pond on the 
property is contaminated with arsenic and that cattle which drink from the pond are being sold for human 
consumption. The anonymous complaint was accompanied by a property map with an estimated location of the stock 
pond, which was in the central part of the tract. The landowner (Beckhusen) indicated that an area in the southern 
part of the property is used to dispose of dead cattle. He stated that most of the cattle die during calving (which is 
somewhat concerning). The cattle are not buried and are visible from a nearby county road. Although no carcasses 
were observed, numerous skeletal remains were noted and photographed during the inspection. The presence of the 
dead cattle may have been the original concern on the part of the complainant. 
 
The PA summarized the information gathered for each potential migratory pathway. 
 
The groundwater migration pathway section described the topography (which included nearly flat flood plains to 
gently rolling upland areas) and the geology and geomorphology of the area (which included black surficial soils and 

 
 



 

permeable clays formed from calcareous Cretaceous deposits as well as Quaternary fluvial terrace deposits and the 
upper Cretaceous Navarro group- see attached report for more details). The city of Buckholts currently receives its 
municipal water supply from the Central Texas Water Supply system, which is fed into by the Stillhouse Reservoir, 
located about 30 miles west-northwest of the site in Bell County. The city of Buckholts maintants a standby deep well 
for use in emergencies, which is completed in the Hosston Member of the Travis Peak Formation of lower Cretaceous 
age. Faults in the Balcones fault zone influence movement of water within the Hosston, which is overlain by 
approximately 3,200 feet of low permeability sediments. Back then, there was no information on domestic well 
locations. The site is a part of the surface water fed Bell-Milam Water Supply System, and a representative from the 
Milam County Health Department said that there might be some shallow domestic wells completed in the Wilcox 
aquifer near Cameron, which is about 10 miles east of the site. However, no evidence or analytical data has been 
gathered that indicates that there is arsenic in the stock pond. Therefore, the PA stated that there was no reason that 
a release to groundwater could be suspected. 
 
This site actually drains south via an unnamed intermittent stream to the Little River, which is located eight stream 
miles south of the stock pool. A release to surface water is not indicated by the data collected for this assessment. No 
evidence of surficial contamination was noted during the reconnaissance inspection. No analytical data exists to 
support a release to surface water. 
 
The extent of contamination through soil exposure and air migration pathways were undetermined because of the 
lack of analytical and/or visual data at this site, the extent of contamination is undetermined. There were residents 
living on the property and employees working on it as well. The information gathered for the Lipan Creek site at that 
point did not indicate that a release of a hazardous substance had occurred. The report notes that the original 
complaint may have just come from the presence of carcasses and/or skeletal remains of cattle which may have 
perished as a result of natural causes. No evidence of contamination was noted during the reconnaissance 
inspection. Neither a release to ground water nor a release to surface water was suspected. No analytical data 
existed to support any type of release. 
 
A Sampling Needed Prioritization Worksheet was completed on August 18, 1993. The site scored 6 on this 
worksheet. 
 
TCEQ Investigation 
On June 6, 2017, Environmental Working Group’s Farm Subsidy Database was researched for G.H. Beckhusen, and 
it showed that he has not received a USDA subsidy since 2005. A USDA Farm Subsidy total of $24,906 had been 
received by G.H. Beckhusen Jr. from 1995-2005 
 
On June 7, 2017, the Milam County Appraisal District (CAD) was researched for “Beckhusen” and the search came 
up with a total of 9 hits, all of which were real estate properties belonging to a Wendall (sic) (Wendell) Jay 
Beckhusen. Of of the 9 properties listed, 7 were located southwest, 1 was located southeast, and 1 was located 
about 6 miles northeast of Buckholts, TX, not 2.5 miles northeast as indicated by the Lipan Creek PA so it is doubtful 
that any of these properties mentioned in the PA. Another two hits were found for Dale Krueger, the supposed 
daughter of G.H. Beckhusen (see obituary research below). However, both of her properties were located northwest 
of Buckholts, which indicate that they are not the property mentioned in the Lipan Creek PA. Land parcels that were 
located approximately 2.5 northeast of Buckholts were researched using the Milam Appraisal District Interactive Map 
Viewer and none were determined to have any connection to the Beckhusen family. 
 
On June 7, 2017, G.H. Beckhusen and his property were searched on the internet. It was determined from an 
obituary that he passed away in 2010. Through this obituary and that of his brother, Wilburn Beckhusen (passed 
away in 2008), it was determined that Wendall (sic) Jay Beckhusen is the son of Wilburn Beckhusen, and the nephew 
of G.H. Beckhusen. 
 

 
 



 

On June 7, 2017, TCEQ’s central registry was searched for “Beckhusen” and two results came up. One was a 
Petroleum Storage Tank Registration for Wendall (sic) Jay Beckhusen and the other was a blank hit for a sole 
proprietorship under Wilburn Beckhusen. They are the nephew and brother of G.H. Beckhusen (respectively). There 
were no records found under “Dale Krueger”. The Central Registry Query was also searched for Buckholts TX, and 
nothing came up related to the ranch. 
 
 
On June 7, 2017 Texas Drinking Water Watch on the TCEQ was researched for the town of Buckholts, TX. Arsenic 
did not show up in the Chemical Results or in the Other Chemical Results. This supports the PA’s observation that 
there was no arsenic in the stock pool or on the site. However, there were very low levels of arsenic (<0.002 mg/l) 
reported for water samples from the town of Cameron, the Milam County Seat, which is located downstream of the 
Little River- identified as a potential critical pathway on the PA. However, the current maximum contaminant level 
allowed (MCL) for arsenic is 0.01 mg/L, so the low arsenic levels should not be a future cause for concern. Also, the 
stock pool mentioned in the PA is 8 streams miles away from the Little River, and is connected by an intermittent 
stream. Based on this information, it is evident that the arsenic levels do not pose a threat to downstream 
communities. 
 
 
Conclusion 
As of June 7, 2017, neither an address or lat/long location could be found for the site based on the directions given in 
the EPA Preliminary Assessment. No active business could be discerned from researching the address, the lack of 
any active permits on TCEQ’s Central Registry, and the lack of USDA Farm Subsidies since 2005 to G.H. Beckhusen. 
Despite the uncertainty in discerning the location of operations associated with the referral, there is evidence that a 
significant number of receptors in the surface water pathway due to the Texas Drinking Water Watch’s assessment of 
Buckholts and Cameron TX that arsenic was not Contaminant of Concern. This, combined with little evidence for 
arsenic contamination by the referral and the PA’s determination that there was no evidence of arsenic in the stock 
pool, provide substantial evidence that there is no imminent threat at this location. Therefore, an eligibility 
determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

 
Pyote Air Force Station Z-186; University of Texas Property 1197 

Pyote, Ward Countty 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield; Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 3; University of T 1198 
Midland, Andrews County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 5; University of Texas 1198 

 
 



 

Midland, Andrews County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 1; University of Texas 1200 
Andrews, Andrews County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 19; York et al Properties, 1202 
Rankin, Upton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Port of Houston Access Road to Sims Bayou 1217 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
08/19/2009 

 
The Port of Houston Sims Bayou site (Site) is located approximately 1/3-mile north of Highway 225 and 1.5 miles east 
of Interstate 610 in Houston, Harris County, Texas. The Site is bounded by Sims Bayou to the north while the 
adjacent properties are industrial and include petroleum refining, manufacturing and port facilities. The Site is owned 
by the Houston Port of Authority. 
 
An embankment along the northern and eastern boundaries was constructed to provide a water reservoir for refinery 
operations. The refinery sludge and sediment that accumulated in this area is referred to as the reservoir bottoms unit 
(RBU). A former surface impoundment lies south of PetroTex Road, which transects the two portions of the Site, and 
is referred to as the former sludge containment unit (SCU). The SCU wasd constructed between 1945 and 1950 and 
received waste until 1966. The contents of the SCU were solidified in 1996. The solidified material was covered with 
a 2-foot thick clay cap to limit exposure to the contained materials. 
 
The RBU contains refinery sludge and sediment that contains mostly petroleum hydrocarbons. Contaminants 
previously identified in this area appear to have been confined to that area and have not migrated to groundwater. 
 
Sims Bayou is designated as an industrial waterway with no recreational use. Drinking water for the area is supplied 
by the City of Houston. There are no water wells on-site. 

 
 



 

 
The Site was accepted into the Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) in October 1997. The VCP approved the 
Response Action Completion Report on August 31, 2005. The VCP Certificate of Completion was issued on February 
2, 2006. 
 
The only ongoing activities at this site are annual inspections and reporting for the Sludge Control Unit Cap, which are 
reported to the VCP. 
 
The Site meets eligibility criteria for State Superfund; however, the Site is no longer in need of cleanup since remedial 
activities have been completed through the Voluntary Cleanup Program. 

 
 

 
Renewable Energy Corporation Manvel Facility aka Manvel Energy 1229 

Manvel, Brazoria County 
NFA 

02/05/2010 
 

A site visit was conducted in March of 2005 by a previous project manager. The file states that the site was used for 
the processing of waste oil. The 2005 site visit showed that there is no evidence of the former processing center at 
the site. The site is completely covered with grass and trees. There were no structures. This site was once in 
corrective action and designated as IHWCA 32350. Upon review of the corrective action files, it was discovered that a 
prior investigation was conducted and the soil and groundwater were tested. A removal occurred to remediate the soil 
and the groundwater was unaffected. A closure letter dated December 13, 1996 is attached. Based on the file review 
as of October 21, 2009, the designation for this site is no further action at this time for the State Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Old Gulf Chemical Company aka Gulf Coast Furniture 1262 
Alvin, Brazoria County 

Active 
11/17/2009 

 
Site Setting: 
The site is located near the downtown area of City of Alvin. The information gathered from the Secretary of the State 
website indicates that the Gulf Coast Chemical Company operated at this location from 1946 to 1957 and a company 
known as Gulf Coast Furniture occupied the site from 1958 to 1974. The Gulf Coast Furniture warehouse caught fire 
in the late 1980s and the fire destroyed the warehouse. The site was a vacant lot for the next ten years until Alvin 
Chemical purchased the lot in the 1990s. Currently the Alvin Chemical Company is operating at the site as an 
industrial chemical distribution center. The entire site consists of approximately 5-7 acres of urban land. The site is 
located at the end of north Johnson Street and Jack Street. The site is bounded on the north by an active railroad 
track and the residences occupy south and west side of the site. The drinking water source for the area is city water. 
The site is fenced and half of the site is improved. The remainder of the site is covered with trees and overgrown 
vegetation. 
 
Site Visit: 
The site was visited by TCEQ representatives Andy Bajwa and Lam Tran on October 21, 2009. During the site visit, 
Mr. Vince Dalhinburg, owner of the Alvin Chemical Company, was interviewed. Mr. Dalhinburg stated that Alvin 
Chemical purchased the vacant lot in the late 1990s to start a chemical distribution center at this location. He further 
stated that the furniture warehouse had caught fire in the late 1980s and burned down all of the structures and the 

 
 



 

company never rebuilt. According to Mr. Dalhinburg, the site was vacant for at least ten years before it was purchased 
by the Alvin Chemical Company. He mentioned that he has heard of fig processing plant being operated at this 
location in the early 1940s but he has never heard of a chemical company operating at this location. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The evidence indicates that the Gulf Chemical Company operated at this location but the type and size of the Gulf 
Chemical Company’s operation is unknown. There is good probability that furniture warehouse fire destroyed the 
chemicals stored in the warehouse but there may be other areas of the site which could be still contaminated. Since 
the site is currently operated as a chemical storage and distribution facility, it may be difficult to attribute any 
contamination found to the Gulf Chemical operations and therefore, the site should be considered an active site. 
During the site visit the Company was found to be an operating business. 
 
 
Based on the TCEQ investigation of October 21, 2009 the site was found to be currently active site and therefore, not 
eligible under the State Superfund Program. 
  

 
 

Circle "E" Flying Service 1304 
Dimmitt, Castro County 

NFA 
03/11/2013 

 
The Circle “E” Flying Service site (Circle E) is an inactive former fertilizer and pesticide application operation located 
at the Dimmitt Municipal Airport in Castro County, Texas. The Circle E Site and Dimmitt Municipal Airport are located 
in a predominantly rural area 0.5 mile north of Dimmitt, Texas, and approximately 0.3 mile west of U.S. Highway 385 
on the Old Airport Road. Circle E was owned by James Ellis and operated from the Dimmitt Airport from 1980 until 
1990. It was estimated that within a typical year, 25,000 to 30,000 acres of cropland were sprayed by plane and by a 
ground applicator by Circle E. In 1990, the company ceased operations. 
 
A site assessment was performed by the EPA in December 1984. No drums were stored outside and no abnormal 
vegetation was apparent. A low priority was recommended for the site, only because of the occasional dumping of 
small quantities of applicator rinsate on the concrete pad. 
 
A second inspection was conducted by the EPA in October 1986. The site appeared orderly and no empty containers 
were observed. A small oily stain was observed on the west side of the concrete pad. The concrete pad was used for 
waste management practices including mixing and loading of chemicals. A soil sample was collected downgradient 
from the concrete pad. Concentrations of ethyl parathion (0.014 mg/kg), atrazine (4.713 mg/kg), and 2,4-D (1.405 
mg/kg) were detected. A groundwater sample was collected by the EPA on April 6, 1987 from a well located 
approximately 0.1 mile north of the Circle E Site and analyzed for pesticides. No pesticides were detected in the 
groundwater sample. 
 
A site assessment was performed by Daniel B. Stephens &Associates (DBS&A) in November 2000. Soil samples 
were collected from three different areas at the site. Atrazine concentrations ranged from 0.0349 to 0.29 mg/kg. 
Toxaphene concentrations ranged from 0.46 to 11.6 mg/kg. Lead was also detected at concentrations ranging from 
15.83 to 20.27 mg/kg. Although antimony and arsenic were detected above their respective protective concentration 
levels (PCLs), the reported concentrations were below the site background sample concentrations. 
 

 
 



 

In July 2011, DBS&A sampled five domestic water wells within one mile of the site. A sample was also collected from 
a Dimmit Municipal Water System (PWS #0350001) well approximately 1.25 miles southeast of the site. Samples 
were analyzed for semivolatile organic compounds, metals, organochlorine pesticides, and chlorinated herbicides. No 
analytes were detected above their respective TRRP PCLs or SCDM benchmark values. 
 
The nearest surface water feature to the site is a playa lake located approximately 0.75 miles to the southwest. 
Surface water from the site flows toward this playa lake. No other prominent surface water features have been 
identified at the site. 
 
Based on the lack of documented hazardous substances impacts to the groundwater migration pathway and the lack 
of significant sources or chemical concentrations that would prompt a removal action; the TCEQ Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) recommends no further action under the SSDAP at this time. 
 

 
 

Ewing Battery Company 1353 
Brownsville, Cameron County 

NFA 
03/28/2012 

 
The Ewing Battery site is a former lead acid battery manufacturing and repair operation that operated 
from 1973 to 1993. The major cause of concern for this site was the dumping of used battery acid into a 
sump located inside the building and on the gravel parking lot behind the building. The sump inside the 
building has since been capped with cement. A plastic liner covered with caliche was placed over the 
parking lot. 
In July 1993, the TCEQ Emergency Response Team conducted an investigation and removed 
lead-contaminated soils from neighboring residential and commercial properties that exhibited lead 
exceedances. In April 1997, a Hazard Ranking System Prescore was conducted on the site by the TCEQ 
based on soil exposure. The resulting score was a 3.32. 
The current operation at the site is De La Llata’s Auto Service, owned by Mr. Jesus De La Llata since 
1993. De La Llata’s Auto Service conducts oil changes and state motor vehicle inspections. 
The nearest domestic use water well is approximately 1.5 miles from the site. There are 2 domestic use 
water wells located within 2 miles of the site, and 13 domestic use water wells located within 4 miles of 
the site. 
This site is inactive with respect to the process that prompted the referral at this time. In order to be 
eligible for the State Superfund Program, the Hazard Ranking System Prescore must be a 5.0 or greater. 
Due to a Hazard Ranking System Prescore of 3.32, and the low number of receptors in the critical 
pathway, ground water, the Site Discovery and Assessment Program is issuing a decision of “no further 
action” with the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Sessions Brothers 1365 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches County 

NFA 
11/30/2007 

 
The Sessions Brothers Site's analytical results lead to the conclusion that the site is eligible for HRS based on 
observed releases, but no further action is required based on TRRP. A state screening report was completed for the 

 
 



 

Sessions Brothers Site on September 12, 2005. The site scored 8.21, which is above 5.0 and eligible for a state HRS. 
The eligibility was based on HRS scoring criteria, which involves observed releases (three times background 
samples) and not TRRP levels. 
 
Additional sampling at this site is an unnecessary expense. Screening of the top two feet of soil which is the interval 
of concern for the soil exposure pathway has been documented to be well below TRRP’s PCL levels. Any sampling 
below two feet in depth will not have any impact on the site score, since the Nacogdoches City PWS wells have not 
been impacted by the site and the groundwater migration pathway will only score on potential impact. No further 
action is required at this site, since contaminant levels are below PCLs and no remedial action will be required. 
 
This Verification is being completed to document the No Further Action memo for the site dated 2006. This site has 
not previously been accounted for under the Legislative Budget Board performance measures. 
 

 
 

Amber Refining Inc 1386 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

NFA 
11/21/2012 

 
The former Amber Refinery is located at 2500 Premier, Fort Worth, TX, Tarrant County. The refinery reportedly 
produced butane, leaded and unleaded gasoline, diesel, JP-4, heavy cycle oil, gas oil, and No.5 fuel oil from 1920 
until February 1987 when refining operations ceased. Most of the process equipment, buildings, and storage tanks 
were dismantled or demolished. The property is bisected, southwest to northeast, by Union Pacific railroad tracks. 
The western side of the site was formerly used for fuel/crude oil bulk storage and contains two Land Treatment Units 
(LTUs) that were used to biodegrade petroleum waste sludges/soils. The eastern side of the site contains former 
office buildings, warehouses, railcar off-load areas, above ground pipelines/transfer stations, a wastewater pond, a 
former boiler house, and former product storage tanks. Twenty Eighth Street, Sylvania Avenue and Braswell Street 
form the southern, eastern, and western boundaries, respectively, of the site. The nearest residential area is located 
north of the site at Highcrest Street. 
The original site occupied approximately 86 acres. After refinery operations ceased the property was subdivided into 
four major parcels. In 1994, the eastern portion containing the main refinery processing/ tank storage areas and a 
waste acid sludge landfill was sold to Amber Terminal, Inc. This company currently operates a liquid fertilizer terminal 
from the easternmost 23 acres bordering Sylvania Avenue. Texas 150 Business Park has owned the remaining 22 
acres east of and abutting the railroad tracks since 2004. General vehicle services, marble and granite sales, pipe 
and well supplies, and trucking and transport services are offered within the property. The west portion of the property 
is owned by Land Renewal Corporation (LRC). The westernmost 35 acres of the former Amber property was closed 
in 2006 by the TCEQ with institutional controls; the eastern 14 acres abutting the railroad tracks contains the LTUs. 
None of the LRC property has been developed. 
A RCRA facility assessment in August 1987 found evidence of oil spillage, soil staining in on-site drainage ditches, 
pipeline leaks, and contamination at the sludge and storm water pond, acid sludge impoundment area, lube oil rack, 
land treatment unit, and at a deteriorated acid tank. An EPA sampling event in 1998 led to an HRS score of 5.34. The 
site was subsequently referred to the TCEQ Enforcement Division. A TCEQ sampling investigation was conducted 
on-site and off-site in August 2003 to determine if sufficient targets had been affected from releases of hazardous 
substances for the site to be scored as a state superfund site. Based on the off-site sediment sample results, no 
release of hazardous substances was documented along the Surface Water Migration Pathway. Based on the on-site 
and off-site sample results, a release of hazardous substances was documented along the Soil Exposure Pathway. 
Correspondence within the site file indicates that chromium, lead, mercury, and zinc (the contaminants of concern) 
showed maximum concentrations of 932 mg/kg, 255 mg/kg, 65,300 mg/kg, and 625 mg/kg, respectively; however, 
neither the original lab results nor an indication of where the samples were obtained exists within the file. Due to a 

 
 



 

lack of targets in either of the exposure pathways evaluated, the site did not generate a site score that prompted 
additional action by state superfund. 
On June 13, 2006 the site was referred to the State Lead Section of the TCEQ Remediation Division by the TCEQ 
Enforcement Division after non-compliance with a 2002 Final Judgment and Permanent Injunction. The Superfund 
Section (successor to the State Lead Section) of the TCEQ conducted a Site Inspection sampling event in April 2009 
to further assess contamination associated with the former Amber Refinery. The Site Inspection was limited to 
portions of the original Amber Refinery property belonging to Amber Terminal Inc., Amber Refining, and Texas 150 
Business Park in 2009. LRC was responsible for assessment and corrective action on the westernmost 35-acre tract 
of the original property. The Ground Water and Surface Water Migration Pathways were analyzed for all site-specific 
chemicals of concern previously detected or likely associated with past operations. On-site soil sampling was focused 
on the western portion of the property containing the LTUs; however samples were also collected from the eastern 
portion of the property. Additionally, an attempt was made to verify the high concentrations of metals in soils 
previously reported in the site file. 
No detections in the Surface Water Migration Pathway, the critical pathway, were observed in the 2009 Site 
Inspection. The highest concentrations of contaminants of concern were detected in samples collected from the 
LTUs. The highest on-site detections of chromium and mercury in the soil were 13.3 mg/kg and .067 mg/kg, 
respectively. Although an elevated lead concentration of 1450 mg/kg was detected in one on-site soil sample 
obtained from LTU #2, no receptors are subject to that observed release. No soil samples collected during the Site 
Inspection contained mercury at or the near the maximum concentration reported in the historical site file. It is 
possible the historical samples were obtained from contaminated soil which was removed and disposed of shortly 
thereafter. 
The southern LTU was accepted into the Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) in September 29, 2009. LRC recently 
purchased additional portions of the property and submitted an application in September 2012 to enter the other LTU 
into the VCP program as well. 
Based on the lack of an observed release in the critical pathway, and the lack of receptors in all other pathways 
evaluated, a state Superfund site eligibility determination of No Further Action is recommended with the information 
available at this time. 
 
 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 14; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 1392 
Paducah, Cottle County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Childress Army Airfield Bombing Range No 8; Key W Ranch et al Properties 1393 
Matador, Motley County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

 

 
 



 

LeFlar Airport 1405 
Munday, Knox County 

NFA 
11/30/2015 

 
The LeFlar Airport, also known as the “old” Munday Municipal Airport, was privately owned by the LeFlar family, who 
also owned LeFlars Flying Service. The site is in a developed area, bordered by a street to the north, crop fields to 
the east and south, and an orchard to the west. The site is distinct from the current Munday Municipal Airport, which 
is located northeast of Munday, approximately one mile north of Highway 277 and one mile west of CR 4559. 
 
A preliminary assessment (PA), including a visual site inspection and telephone interview with owner Lee Roy LeFlar, 
was conducted in August and October 1986 by Engineering-Science, Inc., on behalf of the Texas Water Commission 
(TWC). According to Mr. LeFlar, LeFlars Flying Service operated at the site for approximately 25 years and operations 
ceased around 1970. The business was sold and Christensen Aviation operated at the site for one year. An estimated 
60,000 acres were treated annually by Leflars Flying Service, though this total varied from year to year. Pesticides 
were loaded at the airport, with the exception of 2,4,5-T, which was loaded at the treatment site. The plane’s tanks 
were not routinely cleaned. When pesticides were changed in the airplane tanks, one gallon of the residual or rinsate 
was disposed on the ground on site. Empty containers, which were probably not rinsed, were disposed and buried at 
the Munday Municipal Landfill. Unvegetated and sparsely vegetated areas were observed near the former hangars. 
No empty pesticide containers were observed. No information is currently available on the operation or waste 
management practices of Christensen Aviation during the time they operated at the LeFlar Airport. Christensen 
Aviation has been included in preliminary assessments conducted on the current Munday Municipal Airport, as well 
as the Knox City Municipal Airport. 
 
Visual evidence of the LeFlar Airport, such as runways or hangars, could not be detected on current satellite imagery 
at the site location. Orchards, crop fields, and residential buildings are located in the vicinity of the site’s location as 
described in the 1986 PA Report. As of September 23, 2010, the number listed for the LeFlar Flying Service on the 
1986 PA Report was no longer in service. According to the Abilene Reporternews, Lee Roy Leflar died on March 29, 
2009. The site is now owned by his son, Mr. Bill Leflar. 
 
The site was referred to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to be re-assessed through the 
Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection (PA/SI) program. The Re-assessment was completed on August 11, 2011. 
The EPA recommended a No Further Remedial Action Planned Under Superfund status. The State Superfund 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) asked Mr. Leflar, to conduct a removal, which was completed in 2013 
without the direction or oversight of the TCEQ. Because source removal was completed, however, SSDAP 
recommends no further action for the Leflar Airport site. 
 

 
 

Sanderson Grain Inc 1406 
Springlake, Lamb County 

OTH 
02/29/2008 

 
Sanderson Grain operations at this location included fertilizer sales, repair and sale of equipment, and 
storage/mixing/ground application of herbicides and pesticides. The site was first sampled on December 4, 1996 by 
Weston, under contract to EPA. The results were reported in a Site Inspection and Prioritization Report dated March 
31, 1997. The site was sampled a second time on June 29, 2000 by Daniel B Stephens & Associates (DBSA), under 
contract to TNRCC. The results were reported in a Site Status and Release Assessment Report dated August 2000. 
Both reports showed evidence of release, but conclude that migration of and exposure to the contaminants is unlikely. 

 
 



 

 
Site is Active 
On a phone call to James Sanderson, owner of Sanderson Grain, on February 14, 2008 he stated that the site is 
vacant and inactive. Mr. Sanderson said that all buildings had been demolished and that no business activity occurs 
on-site. A site visit on February 27, 2008 found evidence of fertilizer applicator activity. Approximately 20 trailers with 
Anhydrous Ammonia placards, sprayers and tanks are stored on-site. At the Northern property boundary there is an 
excavated ramp with trash, which appears suitable for truck/tank washout. 
Evidence of Release – Confirmed by two sampling events, Toxaphene exceeds TRRP PCL 
Review of the Site Inspection and Prioritization Report (1997) indicates adequate sampling to assess the site. Weston 
personnel took four groundwater, four sediment, and 13 soil samples from the site and off-site locations. They 
concluded that the site 1) has no hydraulic connection to nearby playa lakes, 2) does not impact surface water or 
groundwater and 3) poses minimal air exposure risk. They also concluded the soil pathway was of minimal concern 
because of the rural location of the site and low likelihood of exposure. 
Review of the Site Status and Release Assessment Report (2000) indicates minimal samples taken at likely areas of 
release. Five samples were taken (including one duplicate and one background sample). The results are comparable 
to the 1997 sample results. DBSA personnel identified two hazardous conditions: threat of human contact and 
observed human presence. The site is no longer active, so the on-site human presence no longer exists. DBSA 
ranked the site “moderate to high potential hazard” based on site conditions at the time of sampling. 
The sample results were compared to TRRP default background values and site specific values. Sample results 
higher than three times background were compared to SCDM Benchmark Soil Exposure Pathway PCL for Cancer 
Risk and TRRP Commercial 30-acre Total Soil Combined PCL. Sample results from both events demonstrate that 
Toxaphene exceeds TRRP PCL in the following samples: SAN-04 and 05 (duplicate of SAN-04) in 2000 and SS-5, 7, 
9, and 10 in 1997. Other constituents of concern with sample results exceeding SCDM but within TRRP PCL include 
Arsenic, DDD, DDE, and DDT. 
Enforcement has NOT been pursued 
Review of various TCEQ databases (including Enforcement, Central Registry, and Corrective Action) indicates that 
enforcement has not been pursued. Sanderson Grain currently 1) operates a business in Springlake, 2) maintains 
active business status with the Secretary of State and 3) owns the site subject to this verification. 
 
In conclusion, Sanderson Grain is active, samples confirm release of COC to the soil (Toxaphene exceeds PCL), and 
enforcement has NOT been pursued. Therefore, the site is NOT eligible for the State Superfund Program. It is 
recommended to refer the site to Field Operations in an effort to facilitate enforcement action. 
 
TCEQ State Lead conducted a site visit February 27, 2008 to assess potential targets and found about 20 homes in 
the vicinity. 

 
 

Llanos Feed Mill aka Wootans Farm and Ranch Center 1417 
Llano, Llano County 

NFA 
11/20/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Llano’s Feed Mill site consists of an inactive feed and fertilizer manufacturing and pesticide applicator business. 
The site is located in the center of the City of Llano, Llano County, Texas. Land use surrounding the site is urban 
commercial and residential, composed of antique and art galleries, the county historical museum, and a number of 
residences. The Llano River is located approximately 50 yards south of the site, and a small drainage ditch or eroded 
channel is present that runs from the site to the river. Over 100 water wells with total depths of 100 to 200 feet are 
used for domestic water supply within a 4-mile target distance limit of the site. The City of Llano municipal water 
supply uses exclusively surface water taken from Llano City Lake, a dammed portion of the Llano River. 

 
 



 

 
SITE HISTORY: 
Llano’s Feed Mill and Wootan’s Farm and Ranch Center were a feed and fertilizer manufacture and pesticide 
application business that operated from 1972-1989. Pesticides were stored in a warehouse at the site, and were 
mixed at the location of the field to be sprayed. Spraying equipment was rinsed frequently and rinsate was emptied 
into a city septic sewer drain, or sprayed out on crop field that was being treated. 2,4-D, Banval, Dacamine, 
Pennamine, Grazon, Dimethoate, and zinc were stored at the site. Empty containers were triple rinsed, temporarily 
stored, and then removed for disposal. Some drums were sent to the city landfill, and others were buried at Mr. 
Wooten’s private ranch, which was addressed separately as TXD981517725. 
 
During an EPA Preliminary Assessment on December 4, 1985, an interview and site visit was conducted. 
Approximately 20 containers were observed at the site, but no soil staining was observed. A site inspection was 
recommended to assess potential release by surface or groundwater pathways. 
 
EPA conducted a site inspection on August 29, 1988. No pesticides were detected in soil samples collected from the 
operations area and the drainage ditch adjacent to the site. Zinc was detected below TRRP Tier 1 
Commercial/Industrial soil PCLs, including GWSoilIng and TotSoilComb. Six empty 55-gallon drums that once held 
pesticide were observed during the inspection, but no soil stains or pesticide odors were observed. 
 
EPA issued a NFRAP determination for the Llano’s Feed Mill site on December 15, 1988, because no hazardous 
substances were identified at the site. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION November 2015: 
Searched the Secretary of State database, and confirmed that Mr. J. M. Wooten was the owner of Llano Feed Mill, 
Inc. from 1985 to 1996 and Wootan’s Farm and Ranch Center, Inc. from January 1974 to December 2003. 
 
Searched the Central Registry database, and found no entries for Llano’s Feed Mill or Wootan’s Farm and Ranch 
Center. The address 108 W. Grayson St. is not affiliated with any Central Registry entities. The current property 
owner, Mesa Milling, Inc. is registered with the TCEQ as RN104467063 and CN602748501 and is within the 
Voluntary Cleanup Program as ID#1755, with an inactive status. VCP records indicate that site COCs included 
herbicides, pesticides, and metals in soil and arsenic and lead in groundwater. The site was remediated to TRRP 
Remedy Standard A residential land use standards for all exposure pathways in accordance with 30 Texas 
Administrative Code $350.32. The VCP issued a Final Certificate of Completion on September 11, 2009. 
 
Searched Voluntary Cleanup Program files and located the Certificate of Closure issued to Mesa Milling in September 
2009, which states that remediation of soil and groundwater to TRRP Remedy Standard A was complete for soils and 
Class 3 groundwater at the site. 
 
Searched deed records, and found that deed history does not extend back to the time at which the Llano’s Feed Mill 
business was dissolved. The property is currently occupied by commercial businesses, owned by Mesa Milling Inc., 
the Llano Fine Arts Guild, and Miller Oaks & Acorns LP. 
 
Searched aerial imagery of the site in Google Earth, which shows that the site is currently used for commercial 
storefronts the most recent images (dated January 2015). The oldest aerial image of the site available, dated 1996, 
showed several visible aerial changes at the site over the years, where warehouse buildings were demolished. 
 
Searched the Texas Water Development Board’s Water Data Interactive database, and found that well drillers reports 
have been submitted for approximately 300 wells drilled within a 4 mile radius of the site. Many of these reports are 
from monitor wells or environmental soil borings, but a subset are domestic water wells completed within the 
Packsaddle Schist and Spring Valley Gneiss, metamorphic rick units where groundwater is located in irregularly 

 
 



 

spaced fractures. Two monitoring wells were installed at the site by Mesa Milling Inc. in June 2009 to a depth of 
approximately 50 feet. 
 
Researched the source of municipal drinking water in Llano, and found that the sole source for the PWS is Llano City 
Lake. The surface water intake is located approximately ¼ mile south of the site. On November 18, 2015, the TCEQ 
spoke with the Llano municipal drinking water plant operator regarding past sampling results of the surface water 
intake in Llano City Lake, specifically pesticides and metals. He indicated that no such testing of untreated water from 
the intake has been done outside the minimum testing required by the TCEQ PWS program. A search of TCEQ PWS 
records indicates City of Llano has routinely tested water supply for numerous pesticides, including 2,4-D, which have 
been below detection limit since 2009, and for zinc, lead, and arsenic, which have been non-detects or well below 
MCLs. 
 
Searched the Pesticide Applicator database, and found no current records for Mr. Wootan, Mesa Milling, or the site 
address. Accessed at Texas Department of Agriculture’s webpage 
http://texasagriculture.gov/ReportsPublications.aspx. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on November 19, 2015, a State Superfund Program eligibility 
determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded due to the site being remediated to TRRP Remedy Standard A 
residential land use standards for all exposure pathways in accordance with 30 Texas Administrative Code $350.32. 
under the VCP. 

 
 

Progresso Aviation Gulf Coast Airport 1419 
Tivoli, Refugio County 

NFA 
11/03/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The Progresso Aviation Site (the “site”) is located on Highway 35, 1.3 miles northeast of Highway 239 junction, in 
Refugio County, Tivoli, Texas (latitude: 28.471539° N, longitude: 96.873431° W). The site was historically used for an 
aerial pesticide application business, and at the time of a site reconnaissance performed in December 2013, still 
contained a large metal storage building, a metal "barn", the remnants of the former airstrip, and several sheds. A 
concrete pad formerly used as a pesticide/herbicide mixing area was also still present at the site during the December 
2013 site reconnaissance, but the above ground storage tanks identified during a 1999 site investigation had been 
removed from the site. The site continued to contain farm equipment and was still littered with debris, empty drums, 
containers (e.g.5-gallon buckets, plastic jugs), and rusting equipment. The onsite water well identified near the mixing 
area during the 1999 site investigation was observed to be capped, but two additional irrigation wells were noted 
onsite northeast and southeast of the former mixing area. An abandoned residence, pens, and other related site 
improvements continued to be present at the site, northeast of the former mixing area. The location of the former 
disposal pit, as documented during the 1999 site investigation, was also identified. This pit appears to have been 
backfilled with soil, but is still used as a burn area by the property owner. There are no schools or daycare facilities 
located within 200 hundred feet of the site. The site is not secured by a fence; however, there is a gate at the main 
entrance that is regularly locked. 
 
Site History 
The site is the location of a former aerial pesticide application business. An initial Site Inspection (SI), performed by 
the Texas Water Commission (TWC) in 1986 stated that the site covered approximately five to six acres and 
contained a runway, a barn, a mixing vat on a concrete pad, a storage building, metal tank, and a disposal pit. The 
storage building contained an office, miscellaneous equipment, and chemicals. The barn was used for storing farm 

 
 



 

equipment. A nearby residence was occupied by Mr. Pagel’s mother. The disposal pit was located approximately 0.75 
mile southeast of the mixing area and was approximately 20 feet wide by 80 feet long by 7 feet deep. 
 
The 1986 SI states that Progresso Aviation began operations at the site in 1965. After 20 years, of commercial 
application operations. Mr. Pagel decided to shut down his operation in 1985. The site was then used by Mr. Pagel for 
mixing and loading pesticides and herbicides for ground application on his own fields. During the 20 years of 
operation, the majority of mixing was performed in the mixing area where the mixing vat sits. When large drums of 
chemicals were emptied, they were rinsed and used as garbage barrels. The 5-gallon metal containers were thrown 
in the disposal pit after being emptied. Plastic containers were burned after being emptied and rinsed. Rinsates from 
the plane were sprayed on the fields that were being treated at the time. 
Soil and groundwater samples were collected during the SI of 1986. Additional water wells samples were collected by 
the TWC on June 2nd and 18th, 1987. The June sampling data was considered invalid due to inconsistent laboratory 
recordkeeping practices, so the well was sampled again on November 18, 1987. Analytical results showed trace 
amounts of insecticides and herbicides in the groundwater near the site. Results from soil samples collected near the 
mixing area showed high concentrations of pesticides with lower concentrations in the drainage pathways down 
gradient of the mixing area. The disposal area showed very low concentrations of contaminants. The analytical data 
revealed the presence of pendimethalin, toxaphene, and DDT in soil samples obtained along a drainage ditch from 
the former mixing area. A drinking water well in the vicinity of the mixing area indicated that no atrazine or toxaphene 
was detected about the detection limits of 0.02 ppb and 0.2 ppb respectively. Additional sampling was recommended. 
On September 22, 1999, Diane Williams and Mengistu Lemma with Ecology and Environment were contracted by the 
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) to conduct an onsite assessment. The contractors 
noted that the site consisted of a former pesticide application business and farm equipment storage area. The site 
contained a large metal storage building, a metal barn, an airstrip, several sheds, a concrete pad with a mixing pad 
and water tank, and numerous above ground storage tanks. The site was littered with debris, empty drums, plastic 
jugs, gallon buckets, rusting equipment, and a broken down pickup truck. Many of the tanks, drums, containers, and 
equipment were rusting or broken. The former mixing area had a strong pesticide odor and yellow stained soil was 
noted just south of the storage tanks between the barn and storage building. Stressed and dead vegetation was 
observed along the drainage area behind the tanks. Adjacent to the site was an abandoned residence with a hog pen 
containing several hogs. Goats were observed in a fenced area just north of the site. Cotton fields surround the 
airstrip. Mr. Pagel stated in a phone conversation that he had not operated the pesticide business for many years and 
all he does is farm now. 
 
The contractors determined that there was a potential threat of direct contact with hazardous substances by 
individuals taking care of the livestock onsite. In addition there was distressed vegetation in the drainage pathways 
leading from the site, indicating migration of hazardous substances from the site to receiving waters of an unnamed 
creek down gradient. The site was ranked as a moderate to high potential hazard since potential waste sources were 
identified, a release was suspected, and potential targets were present in the area. During this investigation, 
numerous drums and tanks were observed, many in poor and rusting condition with no secondary containment. 
Stained soil was also observed indicating potentially contaminated soil from historical or ongoing releases. No 
secondary containment was observed onsite and the stained soil was not bermed to prevent runoff. Distressed 
vegetation was observed in drainage pathways leading from the site. 
 
Since contaminated soil was identified as a potential source, four surface soil samples were collected to determine if 
contaminated soil was present or if there had been a release from other sources such as storage tanks. In addition, 
one groundwater sample was collected from a well located at the mixing area to determine if a release to 
groundwater had occurred. The samples were analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-VOCs, 
pesticides/PCBs, herbicides, and inorganics including mercury and cyanide. 
 
The analytical results for these samples indicated the presence of VOCs, SVOCs, pesticides, herbicides, 
organophosphorus pesticides, and metals at the site, with elevated concentrations of 4,4-DDD, 4,4-DDE, 4,4-DDT, 

 
 



 

endrin, and arsenic in soil samples collected near the mixing area. The analytical results for the groundwater sample 
collected from the onsite well displayed traces of 2,4-D and 2,4-DB. 
 
TCEQ Research 
From April 8-10, 2014, the TCEQ conducted a State Screening sampling event at the site. During the sampling event, 
EA Engineering, Science, and Technology collected four surface soil and sediment samples and seven groundwater 
samples. The soil and sediment samples were analyzed for pesticides, organophosphorus pesticides, and herbicides. 
The groundwater samples were analyzed for VOCs and herbicides. 
 
The analytical results from this sampling event indicated that onsite soil samples collected near the former pesticide 
loading area had exceedance levels of pesticides. Despite the age of the release, and despite observed releases 
onsite, no significant concentrations of chemicals of concern were found in the soil, sediment or groundwater 
sampled and analyzed offsite. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on November 3, 2014, a State Superfund eligibility determination 
of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time as the analytical results 
indicate no significant releases were observed in the Hazard Ranking System pathways of evaluation and the site 
does not pose an imminent threat to public health and safety or the environment. 
 

 
 

Betts Aerial Spray Service 1441 
Adrian, Oldham County 

OTH 
03/17/2008 

 
Betts Aerial Spray Service was located on the Southeast corner of an 80-acre agricultural property (Betts Farm). The 
business utilized two hangars and a landing strip on-site for aerial pesticide applicator activities. Rinse wastewater 
and excess product were applied to the landing strip and in the vicinity of the hangars. Empty containers were often 
stored on-site or burned on-site in a large waste trench. Mr. Betts was referred to the EPA and fined by the 
Department of Agriculture for improper disposal activities. Sampling conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates 
(November 2000) found toxaphene soil contamination exceeding TRRP Tier 1 PCL for 30-acre Commercial Total Soil 
Combined. The nearest well and residence are one mile from the site. 
 
Site is INACTIVE 
Secretary of State does not have record of Betts Aerial Spray Service or Betts Farm as a business. The site also has 
no active TNRCC permits. 
I spoke with Mr. Betts’ widow, Shirley Betts, and she confirmed that she still owns the property. Current site activities 
include a welding shop (operator nephew Jim Betts) and storage. Mrs. Betts said all waste containers have been 
removed. She said the runway is overgrown, rutted, and no longer used. The site is NOT used for pesticide applicator 
activities. 
 
Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ 
Texas Department of Agriculture fined Mr. Betts for improper disposal activities. Mr. Betts is deceased and the 
business was not registered with the Secretary of State. Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ or predecessor 
agencies. 
 
Evidence of Release 

 
 



 

Sampling was conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates (November 2000) and the results were reported in a 
Site Status and Release Assessment Report dated April 2001. Review of the Site Status and Release Assessment 
Report (2001) indicates minimal samples taken at likely areas of release. Five samples were taken (including one 
duplicate and one background sample). 
The sample results were compared to TRRP default background values and site specific values. Sample results 
higher than three times background were compared to SCDM Health-Based Benchmarks and TRRP Commercial 
30-acre Total Soil Combined PCL. Sample results demonstrate that Toxaphene exceeds TRRP PCL (17 mg/Kg) in 
samples taken near the South hangar (41.1 mg/Kg) and from the disposal trench (63.0 mg/Kg). Another constituent of 
concern with sample results exceeding SCDM Health-Based Benchmarks but within TRRP PCL is DDT. 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, Betts Aerial Spray Service is inactive, there is evidence of toxaphene exceeding TRRP PCL, and 
enforcement has not been pursued. Therefore, the site is NOT eligible for the State Superfund Program. It is 
recommended to refer the site to Field Operations in an effort to facilitate enforcement action. 

 
 

 
Brunner Waste Oils 1457 

Abilene, Taylor County 
NFA 

10/25/2012 
 

The Brunner Waste Oils site is located in Abilene, Taylor County, Texas. The exact location of the site is unknown 
because no address or GPS coordinates are provided in the Superfund Site Eligibility Determination Report that was 
done on September 16, 1993. The only location listed in the report is Highway 80 West, but there is no Highway 80 
West in Abilene. 
 
The Brunner Waste Oils site was a motor oil storage facility. The site contained five oil storage tanks that were used 
to temporarily store motor oil prior to purchase from an oil reclamation business. On September 21, 1982, the EPA 
determined that No Further Action was needed at the site, and referred the site to the state for evaluation. On 
September 16, 1993 the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Team (SSDAT) determined the site was inactive. 
The business had no phone number or contact information, and it was referred to field operations for sampling. There 
is no evidence that the site was ever sampled. 
 
The Taylor County Appraisal District has no information on a company doing business as Brunner Waste Oils from 
the years of 1979 to 1981. Since the business has been inactive for 31 years, there is no documentation that a 
release ever occurred, and the site location is unknown, the Superfund Site Discover and Assessment Program 
recommend that No Further Action be taken at this site. 
 

 
 

Melott Flying Service 1486 
Snyder, Scurry County 

NFA 
08/15/2014 

 
Site Setting 
Melott Flying Service (site) is located at Winston Field, at the intersection of FM 1607 and Tuscola Avenue in Snyder, 
TX (latitude: 32.7001° N, longitude: 100.95° W). The site is currently located to the west of an urban area with 
residential and commercial properties, and remains a county airport. Melott Flying Service also operated from the 

 
 



 

Sweetwater City Airport (latitude: 32.46329° N, longitude: 100.47219° W), which remains a municipal airport, and a 
location referred to as the E. A. Narrel site (latitude: 32.51363° N, longitude: 100.73312° W), an agricultural field that 
now also houses several wind farm turbines. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on October 26, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On January 28, 1985, an EPA Resource Conservation Recovery Act (RCRA) 3012 Preliminary Assessment (PA) of 
the site was conducted under the Texas Water Commission PA program by Margaret Hulsey of Engineering-Science, 
Inc. for the EPA. 
 
During the PA, Ms. Hulsey conducted an interview with Mr. William Melott, the owner, on January 28, 1985, and on 
February 4, 1985, conducted site inspections of the three airfield locations that Mr. Melott utilized: Winston Field at 
Snyder in Scurry County, E.A. Narrel in Mitchell County, and Sweetwater City Airport in Nolan County. Ms. Hulsey 
interviewed several employees of the Sweetwater Airport (manager Bob Wilkshire, Mr. Wilkshire’s daughter, and 
another). She spoke with Ms. Paula Verden, a TDA inspector in Lubbock on February 8th and 20th. A final phone 
interview of Mr. Wilkshire was conducted on March 2, 1985. 
 
Mr. Melott owned three planes in 1985, kept at Winston Field and the Sweetwater Airport, and used the E. A. Narrel 
site as headquarters. A portable loading rig was used at all three sites. Chemicals used before 1985 included DDT, 
BHC, toxaphene, Meta-Systox, calcium arsenate, 2,4,5T. Chemicals actively used at the time of inspection in 1985 
were Grazon, 2,4D, Treflan, Prowl, Arsenic Acid, Parathion, organophosphates, and some pyretheroids. Chemicals 
were metered and pumped into the plane and then mixed with water or oil. If the next load to be sprayed consisted of 
compatible chemicals, no rinsate was generated, but if it was an incompatible chemical, the tanks were filled with 
water and sprayed out on the previously treated fields. The exterior of the plane was washed in the operations areas 
of the Winston Field and Sweetwater Airport sites, and the rinsate disposed of on the ground in those areas. Empty 
containers were triple-rinsed, and were disposed of at the airport dumps, burned (if plastic), or taken to the landfill 
near where spraying was being done. Ms. Hulsey noted that no containers were visible at the time of her inspection. 
 
An unnamed applicator from another area made unconfirmed allegations of disposal of chemicals in ground areas at 
the Winston Field site and mentioned that during construction, malathion was dug up, but this claim was not 
confirmed by other interviewees. Due to the allegation of improper waste disposal, Ms. Hulsey recommended a 
low-priority site inspection for Melott Flying Service’s site at Winston Field under the RCRA 3012 program. 
 
The Sweetwater City Airport site was only used occasionally by Melott Flying Services. Ms. Hulsey observed two 
empty 30 gallon drums of Azodrin and a very small ground stain on the concrete near the hanger, but Ms. Hulsey 
recommended No Further Action at the Sweetwater site because there was no evidence of on-site waste disposal. 
 
The E.A. Narrel site is at the southeast corner of the intersection of FM 644 and Mitchell County Road 458. Ms. 
Hulsey notes that the loading rig was kept at this site and approximately 40 containers of chemicals were stored on 
the ground in operating area, including four empty containers labeled 2,4D-amine and Hi-Yield. No evidence of 
ground stains was observed, though a slight smell of pesticide was noticed near the loading rig. Ms. Hulsey found no 
evidence of on-site disposal, and no further action was recommended for this site. 
 
A follow-up TWC site inspection (as part of the PA/SI Program) to investigate the allegations of on-site waste disposal 
at Winston Field was conducted on February 12, 1987 by Lisa Arceneaux of Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. 

 
 



 

Ms. Arceneaux conducted an interview with Mr. William Melott and a site reconnaissance with photographs and 
sampling at the Winston Field site. Mr. Melott stated that he has been operating out of Winston Field since 1975, and 
provided the names of several other applicators that have flown from there. Ms. Arceneaux inspected Melott’s 
operating site, where his plane, chemical storage containers, and water tanks were kept. She collected one soil 
sample from the perimeter of the operations area. 
 
The laboratory results for the soil sample showed small but detectable concentrations of trifluralin (0.062 mg/kg) and 
pendimethalin (0.057 mg/kg) in the surface soil. A higher concentration of arsenic was found in the soil sample (70 
mg/kg). Ms. Arceneaux concluded that because the site was surrounded by fields, there was little chance of human 
contact with the soil, and that the potential for groundwater or surface water contamination was small. Because the 
chemical concentrations were low in Melott’s operating area, the site was given a low seriousness ranking and 
continued TWC surveillance was recommended. 
 
On July 5, 1993, a State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility Determination was made by D. Zaragaza based on the 
existing site file, finding the site to be an “inactive facility with insufficient data for screening purposes – referred to 
field ops for sampling inspection.” There is no documentation in the file that a field ops investigation was completed. 
TCEQ Investigations 
On May 21, 2014, the Secretary of State’s database for business organizations was researched, and found records 
that Melott Flying Service originally filed on 6/11/1963. No date is given in the record of when MFS forfeited existence, 
but it is inactive today. 
 
On May 21, 2014, Google Earth was used to research the site, and based on the images, the Winston Field site 
remains the Winston Field county airport. The Sweetwater City Airport is still in operation, now named Avenger Field 
or the Sweetwater Municipal Airport. The Texas State Technical College Sweetwater campus is located just west of 
the Airport. The E. A. Narrel site is currently agricultural land, with several large wind turbines present. Some 
unidentified debris was observed in the aerial images, but resolution was too low to conclude if storage drums were 
present. No air strip is present at the E. A. Narrel site. 
 
On May 21, 2014, the TWDB Groundwater Database was researched for wells near the Winston Field site. Several 
wells were identified within a one mile radius of the site, and are labeled on the map provided. From the topographic 
contours on this map, the ground surface slope was calculated (0.022, or a 2.2% grade, sloping toward the 
Northeast). Surface runoff would flow toward the northeast of the site and into a small unnamed creek in the South 
Fork Creek watershed. 
 
On May 21, 2014, the TCEQ Central Registry was queried, and no records were found for Melott Flying Service. 
However, a record for the Winston Field Snyder Airport was found (RN101750131) for Leaking Petroleum Storage 
Tanks (ID#94461), Petroleum Storage Tank Registration (ID#11962), and a Stormwater Permit (ID# TXR05P880). 
 
On May 21, 2014, the Scurry County Appraisal District database was researched, and it was found that the Winston 
Field site is owned by Scurry County. The Melott Flying Service site at the airfield is located on Property ID#20760. A 
search for Mr. William Melott revealed that he owned a house at 3405 Jacksboro Avenue in Snyder, but that 
residence was deeded to a James Melott in 2006. This residence is unrelated to Mr. Melott’s pesticide application 
business, but does show that he remained in Snyder rather than moving elsewhere. 
 
On May, 22, 2014, the Mitchell County Appraisal District Database was researched in an attempt to find records of 
properties owned by E. A. Narrel. No records were found, but several properties once belonging to a Margret K. 
Narrell were found within several miles of the E. A. Narrel site location (as given by Ms. Hulsey’s report). 
 
On May 21, 2014, the TDA’s pesticide applicator’s license database was researched, and no current pesticide 
applicators license is associated with Melott Flying Service or Mr. William Melott, or the site address. 

 
 



 

 
On May 22, 2014, the USGS National Geochemical Survey online database was researched for the average 
background value of naturally occurring arsenic in the soils of Scurry County, TX. Of the four background 
measurements listed in southern Scurry County, the highest value was 9.684 mg/kg and the mean was 5.94 mg/kg, 
consistent with the state-wide median background value published in Chapter 350 of TRRP. The measured value of 
arsenic in the Winston Field soil sample collected by Ms. Arceneaux in 1987 was 70 mg/kg, approximately ten times 
greater than the naturally occurring background arsenic in soils of Scurry County. 
 
On May 23, 2014, the TRRP Tier 1 PCL Table 2 (Commercial/Industrial Soil PCLs) was consulted. For a 0.5 acre 
source area, the TotSoilComb PCL value for arsenic is 200 mg/kg. For a 0.5 acre source area, the TotSoilComb PCL 
value for trifluralin is 2500 mg/kg. For a 0.5 acre source area, the TotSoilComb PCL value for pendimethalin is 27000 
mg/kg. 
 
Conclusion 
The measured concentration of trifluralin (0.062 mg/kg) and pendimethalin (0.057 mg/kg) in the surface soil are well 
below TRRP Tier 1 PCL limits, and present little or no threat to human health. The measured concentration of arsenic 
(70 mg/kg) is elevated above naturally occurring background levels, but is below the TRRP Tier 1 PCL Table 2 limit 
for TotSoilComb. Additionally, because the contaminated soil is beside an airport runway where direct contact with the 
soil, or ingestion of the soil or any crops grown in the soil, is unlikely to occur, there is little threat to human health. As 
there is no substantiated evidence of misuse, spill, or improper disposal of pesticide-related wastes, the Melott Flying 
Service site is currently inactive for pesticide use, and the site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical 
referral of pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is 
concluded based on the information available at this time (May 27, 2014). 
 

 
 

Austin Gas Light Company 1527 
Austin, Travis County 

NFA 
02/27/2012 

 
The Austin Gas Light Company (Site) was a coal gas manufacturing facility. The Site was located at 300 Medina 
Street in Austin, Travis County. The current facility at the Site is Austin Pipe and Supply Company. The location of the 
Austin Gas Site was determined by using historical Sanborn fire insurance maps. The facility produced gas, which 
was used for illumination, cooking, and heating. The facility was in operation from early 1910 to late 1928. 
  
The Site was identified through an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) survey of historical coal gas plants. The 
Site was first investigated on December 15, 1986, by the Texas Water Commission (TWC) as a Potential Hazardous 
Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment according to available documents. The assessment found out 
that the Site operated from 1910 to 1928. A foreman employed at the Site from 1923 to 1928 informed TWC that 
there were no wastes disposed on site and that all the coal tars, which were the by-products for coal gas 
manufacturing, were recycled. At the time of assessment, the owner of Austin Pipe and Supply Company informed 
TWC that the Company had been operating at the Site property since 1961 and that he never noticed any odors, 
visual indications of waste disposed on-Site. 
  
On May 28, 1987, the EPA conducted a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Final Strategy Determination for the Site. 
This investigation cited the TWC assessment and recommended that there was no action needed. On May 21, 1993, 
a State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility Determination was conducted, which cited the 1986 TWC report and 
recommended no further action under the State Superfund Program. On August 4, 1994, a State Superfund 
Candidate Site Eligibility/Status Sheet was completed, which recommended the Site for sampling inspection due to 

 
 



 

insufficient data for screening purposes. The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) referred 
the Site to Field Operations Division for sampling and compliance inspection, at the Region’s discretion, on August 
24, 1995, because it had determined the Site was ineligible for the State Superfund Program. 
  
A search of the TCEQ Remediation Division databases did not result in additional investigation or assessment 
reports. There was no other information available from the Site owners other than what was indicated in the 1986 
Preliminary Assessment report. A phone call to the Austin Pipe and Supply Company on February 21, 2012, 
confirmed that the Company has been operating at the Site since 1961. The Company has not noticed any materials 
or substances at the Site related to the Gas Light Company. The Company currently operates a wholesale warehouse 
dealing in plumbing parts and supplies, and doesn’t generate hazardous substances or wastes. The closest surface 
water intake at Townlake, which is inactive though, belonging to City of Austin Water and Wastewater Public Water 
Supply, is approximately 1.2 miles west of the Site. There are several unused private groundwater or test wells within 
a mile from the Site according to Texas Water Development Board Groundwater Database. The Site is located in a 
residential area. There are some commercial properties in the vicinity of the Site as well. A railway line is north of the 
Site. Based on the Site history and the findings of the 1986 Preliminary Assessment, the Superfund Site Discovery 
and Assessment Program recommends a 'No Further Action' at this time due to no documented release of hazardous 
substances. 
 

 
 

Camp Fanin; Triton Development Corporation et al Properties 1553 
Tyler, Smith County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Deen Agri Service 1569 
Wills Point, Van Zandt 

Active 
12/05/2009 

 
The site does not meet eligibility criteria. Deen Agri Service operated an aerial pesticide applicator business from 
1973 to 1976. The facility is still active, but Deen Agri Service is now a dairy operation. Deen Agri Service is 
inspected each year by the TCEQ's Tyler Region CAFO program. Based on an interview with the CAFO investigator 
assigned to Deen Agri Service (Richard Baetz), the site is actively run by the Deen family and is not eligible for the 
Superfund Program. 

 
 

Exxon East Texas Gas Plant 1575 
New London, Rusk County 

NFA 
12/15/2008 

 
Mercury was identified as the hazardous substance of concern during sampling events conducted on July 26, 1984, 
and September 5, 1985. Two on-site samples had detections of elevated mercury and one off-site sample had a 
much higher level of mercury, so the detection was not attributed to the site. The site was resampled on March 25, 

 
 



 

1986 and the mercury levels detected on-site were insignificant. On May 29, 1986, the EPA Houston Laboratory 
determined that errors were made in the first two sampling events and the mercury levels that were reported as parts 
per million, should have been reported as parts per billion. Mercury is not a contaminant commonly associated with a 
natural gas pipeline company. The site has been sampled three times and no further action for the site was 
recommended. A site visit was conducted on November 14, 2008, and Scott Lester, the Superintendent of Gulf Coast 
Dismantling, Inc. was on-site and had a crew dismantling the remaining site structures at the site. Mr. Lester said the 
current site owner that hired his company is BASA Resources out of Dallas. The site is in a rural area, lacking nearby 
populations within 0.25 miles of the site. The site is secured with a fence and gate. This site has been sampled and 
lacks documented hazardous substances and receptor targets. Based on the site visit, sampling information and file 
review, no further action is required for this site. 

 
 

Trio Mud Inc 1610 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
08/25/2009 

 
The site is located off Navigation Boulevard, two miles south of the downtown of Houston City. The site is currently 
inactive abandoned empty lot with former office building and two warehouse dismantled and removed from the site. 
The surrounding land use is primary industrial but there are residences within 0.25 miles from the site. The site is 
bounded on the west side by an abandoned railroad tracks and beyond is Restoronic, a mattress manufacturing 
business. On the south side of the site is the Grace Specialty Chemical Manufacturing Company, and on side of the 
site is the Houston Biodiesel plant. To the north of the site is a metal distributing company. The site occupies 
approximately three acres of urban land. The site is not fenced and the access to the site is not restricted. Five 
abandoned unlabelled 55-gallon drums were noticed dumped on the site along Drennan Road. Buffalo Bayou is 
located approximately 900 feet north of the site. The drinking water to the area is supplied by the city. 
 
According to the file information, the site has long operational history. The property that Trio Mud Inc. once occupied 
was owned by Southern Pacific Transportation. Trio Mud was formerly known as Well Chemicals. Trio Mud 
operations began at this location in October 1976, and consisted of receiving, packaging, and shipping of bulk drilling 
mud additives. A TNRCC Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Team (SSDAT) representative visited the site in 
December 1996 and noted that Chem-Energy, LTD was the current operator of the site, and had operated at the 
location for the past fifteen years performing similar operations. The site is currently inactive and abandoned. 
 
EPA conducted a Preliminary Assessment (PA) of the site in 1981. During the PA it was discovered that the previous 
lessee of the property, Dixie Chemicals, may have contributed to the contamination at the site. Dixie Chemical’s 
operations were conducted from 1946-1957. Sampling conducted under EPA’s 3012 Program in April 1984, revealed 
the presence in the soils of Chlordane at concentrations of up to 250 mg/kg, and PCBs (Aracolor 1260) at 
concentrations of up 36 mg/kg. However, due to lack of potential receptors associated with the Trio Mud Inc. site, EPA 
determined that the site did not meet the minimum criteria as a viable candidate for inclusion on the National Priority 
List; therefore, the site was designated as No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) in September 1985, and 
EPA referred the site to the Texas Water Commission (TWC). 
 
The TWC State Superfund Unit conducted a sampling event in October 1986 which showed the presence of 
additional pesticides, DDT and daughter products, BHCS Dieldrin, and pentachlorophenol, based on the analyses of 
the samples. Comparison of the split samples results analyzed by labs selected by the Potentially Responsible 
Parties (PRPs) indicated levels of these pesticides at much lower concentrations than those observed in the TWC’s 
analytical results. TWC decided to list the site on Texas Registry of Hazardous Waste Facilities, and on November 3, 
1986, notified the Southern Pacific Transportation Company, the landowner, and the Dixie Chemical Company about 
the listing. According to a TWC conference call record dated December 18, 1986, documenting a conference call with 

 
 



 

the PRPs, TWC agreed to delist the site from the Registry. The decision to delist the site was based on the EPA’s 
Carcinogen Assessment Group’s recommendation that the site did not appear to pose an imminent and substantial 
endangerment. The site was referred to TWC Enforcement in April 1987 for proper closure and maintenance. 
 
The information posted in the TCEQ Central Registry indicates that the current owner of the site is Bingle 
Blankenship, LTD, and the site was cleaned up under the TCEQ Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP). The VCP site 
number was 2103. 
 
Based on the file review and TCEQ investigation conducted January 22, 2009, no further action is required at the site. 
 

 
 

Unidentified PRI Residences Brownwood Addition 1612 
Baytown, Harris County 

NFA 
11/19/2015 

 
Site Setting: 
The former Brownwood Subdivision site is located in the City of Baytown, 20 miles east of City of Houston. The site is 
located on a peninsula along the Houston Ship Channel and surrounded on three sides by Burnet Bay, Crystal Bay, 
and Scott Bay. According to the EPA referral documentation, an unpermitted industrial landfill operated from 1955 to 
1970 at the intersection of Bayshore Drive and Mapleton Street Drive before the Brownwood Subdivision was 
developed. Presently, Baytown Nature Center, run by the City of Baytown, is located at the former location of 
Brownwood Subdivision. The nature center covers approximately 450 acres of land including the former Brownwood 
Subdivision site. 
Site History: 
The land was purchased in 1900s by a private owner, Edwin Rice Brown Sr., to raise cattle. After his death in 1927, 
his widow, Myra C. Brown, began to sell off the land for development. The Bird Sanctuary on the north side of the 
nature center is named for her. In 1937, Edwin Rice Brown Jr. sold lots on Crystal Bay to Humble Oil executives for 
homes. The exclusive residential area of Brownwood was annexed by the City of Baytown in 1962. 
By the early 1970's, the Brownwood subdivision had over 360 homes. 
The area frequently flooded during seasonal high tides or storm surges brought on by tropical storms and hurricanes. 
Between 1967 and 1981, there were 26 entries in city records pertaining to flooding or evacuations. Withdrawal of 
groundwater by neighborhoods and industry was causing the area to subside. Eventually, the area sunk 10 to 15 feet 
causing some properties to be submerged in the bay or become subject to tidal flooding. In August 1983, Hurricane 
Alicia devastated the Brownwood area. Storm tides over 10 feet sweep over the peninsula and the subdivision was 
virtually demolished. Most of the area was declared uninhabitable. The area lay in ruin for years as the political and 
legal processes took place. The city eventually bought most of the lots and others were abandoned. Over time, the 
ruined homes were demolished and the debris cleared away 
A master plan was developed by a special planning committee to turn the area into a nature center. In 1995, sixty-five 
acres of the Brownwood site was returned to a mix of tidal wetlands, fresh and brackish water pools, and forested 
islands and The Baytown Nature Center was opened. The initial nature center development was handled as a 
mitigation site for the French Limited Superfund clean-up project, a consortium of 200 companies. Since then, 
additional habitat restoration projects have expanded the wetlands areas and enhanced the upland areas. The 
smaller peninsula was developed into a recreational area with fishing piers, picnic tables, walking trails and 
observation platforms and a Children's Nature Discovery Area. The larger peninsula, which included the initial 
wetlands project, was maintained as a Natural Area. An additional 15 acres of wetlands restoration was completed in 
2004. 
 

 
 



 

TCEQ Investigation: Site was visited by TCEQ representatives Andy Bajwa and Olga Salinas on November 3, 2009 
to determine the current status of the site. It was also observed that the only structure on the site was the Visitor 
Center. The site appears to be well maintained. Signs on the internal roads noted that the visitor’s access was limited 
to walking on the roads and designated routes only and the visitors were not permitted to walk on the other part of 
site. Due to subsidence, the former landfill area now appears to be part of the bay and accessible only by boat. The 
staff at the visitor was not aware of any landfill being operated at this location in the past. No evidence of hazardous 
materials, wastes, impacted environmental media or distressed vegetation was observed anywhere at the site. 
As there is no evidence of misuse nor documentation of releases of hazardous substances at the site, and the TCEQ 
site investigation did not find evidence of landfill operations at the site, a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further 
Action is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Unidentified Site Mizell Road Pipe Yard 1615 
Liberty, Liberty County 

NFA 
08/15/2013 

 
Site Setting 
The Mizell Road Pipe Yard (site) (TXD988072542) is located on approximately four acres at 2251 Mizell Road, 
Liberty, Texas in Liberty County (30.078333° N, 94.770833° W). The site was developed as Bertman Oil and Gas in 
1971 for oil and gas operations until 1986. In 1986, the First State Bank of Liberty acquired the site. At the time of the 
1993 Preliminary Assessment (PA), the property was owned by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). 
 
A fence bounds the site on the northwest and southeast sides. Mizell Road borders the site to the northeast and trees 
and vegetation border along the southwest. 
 
The site is in a rural area, approximately two miles north of Liberty, Texas. According to Google Maps, there appears 
to be three buildings onsite with equipment scattered around the four acres. The site is mainly gravel with sparse 
vegetation. There is a residential house located less than 500 feet northwest of the site. Lake Liberty is located ½ 
mile east of the site. Liberty Church of Christ and St. John’s Baptist Church are located about ¼ mile northwest and 
northeast of the site. There are no schools or daycares within 200 hundred feet of the site. 
 
Site History 
On November 14, 1990, EnviroSource Training and Technology, Inc. conducted an environmental study report for 
FDIC. The report noted 19 above ground storage tanks (ASTs) onsite with stained soils adjacent to several tanks. 
There were 15 55-gallon drums and seven 5-gallon buckets found in one of the buildings. The buckets contained 
oil/water, lubricants, and paint thinner. There was an oil processing facility located on a concrete slab with two 
heaters, two separators, three heat exchangers, a compressed air dryer, and other secondary equipment. A bare and 
sparsely vegetated area onsite was presumably the former location of an impoundment present in the late 1970’s. 
The contents stored within the impoundment are unknown. There were three transformers located along the north 
property line owned by Gulf State Utilities. During a site reconnaissance performed on May 19, 1993 by Roy F. 
Weston, Inc. for the EPA, the ASTs were not observed, and the only remnant of the oil processing facility was a 
concrete pad. 
 
During the 1993 site reconnaissance, the site was an open and vacant property bounded to the north and south by a 
fence. The site could be accessed from an unimproved road entering the site off Mizell Road. Structures onsite 
included three buildings, two abandoned underground storage tanks (USTs), and two concrete pads. One building 
was located near the center of the site and adjacent to a parking area. This building was a wooden structure and 
appeared to have been used for retail operations or offices. The second building was located southwest of the first 

 
 



 

building. This building was metal structure and appeared to have been used as a shop or for storage. The third 
building was located west of the second building. This building was a metal structure and appeared to have been 
used for storage. Numerous mason jars, glass jars, and plastic bottles containing black liquids were observed in this 
building. Two USTs are located onsite, one is located in the northwest corner of the property and the other is located 
east of the first building mentioned above. 
 
Other notable features of the site observed during the 1993 site reconnaissance were: a drainage ditch trending north 
to south along Mizell Road; three potentially pressurized cylinders that appeared to have been possibly used for 
welding activities; a 1-inch diameter steel riser adjacent to the west side of the second building mentioned; two 2-inch 
diameter abandoned PVC pipes located in the southwest portion of the site; tire tracks which were possibly artifacts 
of heavy machinery working onsite (this possibly explains the numerous high and low points onsite with the natural 
topography of the site being relatively flat); a scrap area in the southwestern corner of the site containing abandoned 
PVC pipes, tires, a rubber hose, and drums that are in salvage condition; an empty drum in unusable condition and a 
10gallon can leaking silver paint-like material located northeast of the scrap area; an area located adjacent to the 
abandoned UST in the northwest corner of the site lacks vegetation and the soil appeared to consist of fill material 
with an abandoned steel pipe located adjacent to this area; a 5-gallon bucket of Texaco multi-gear lubricant was 
found near the center of the northern property line; and a stained area impacted with oils was located east of the 
parking area. 
 
A PA score package was completed for the EPA on July 9, 1993 by Roy F. Weston, Inc. The PA score for the site was 
7 and was equally driven by the groundwater, surface water, and air exposure pathways. The following potential 
hazardous waste source areas identified in this PA were: 80 jars and bottles containing black liquid resembling oil; 
soils impacted from leaking USTs; an impoundment with unknown uses. The PA concluded that hazardous 
substances were not documented onsite and a release to surface water, groundwater, and air was not suspected 
based on the information available at the time of the assessment. 
 
An EPA Superfund Site Strategy Recommendation was issued for the site on March 6, 1995. Due to the lack of 
migration potential and evidence to support a release of hazardous substances, the site does not meet the minimum 
criteria of a viable candidate for inclusion on the Superfund National Priorities List; therefore the site was designated 
a disposition of No Further Remedial Action Planned, and at the time did not warrant further investigation under 
Superfund. The site was referred on March 6, 1995 to the State of Texas for any appropriate action under the state’s 
regulations. 
 
TCEQ Research 
On August 20, 1996, Johnny Kennedy of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) forwarded 
the information concerning the site to Gabe Macias of the Texas Railroad Commission since the site was an 
exploratory and production facility for oil and gas. 
 
On December 5, 1997 an interoffice memorandum was sent from TNRCC’s Superfund Site Discovery and 
Assessment Team to the Field Operations Division. This memorandum referred the site to the Field Operations 
Division for sampling and compliance inspection at the Region’s discretion due to the fact that it was deemed an 
ineligible facility for State Superfund. Records for any sampling that may have occurred at the site could not be found. 
 
On August 8, 2013, Anna Lund, Remediation Division, researched the Liberty County Appraisal District (CAD). 
Liberty’s CAD records show First State Bank sold the property to James Leonard on March 13, 1995. Mr. Leonard 
sold the property to John and Carol Smart July 9, 1999. Mr. and Mrs. Smart are the current owners of the property. 
 
On August 8, 2013, Ms. Lund researched Smart Oilfield Services, Inc. at: 
http://www.smartoilfieldservice.com/home.nxg. The webpage indicates the business was incorporated in 2001, and 
specializes in hauling gas compressors, work over rig equipment, and drilling equipment. The president of the 

 
 



 

company is John Smart and can be reached at: (936) 336-3768. There is no indication of hazardous substances 
being used or stored onsite. 
 
The chemicals of concern from past operations are related to oil and gas operations, but no specific hazardous 
chemicals were listed in previous reports or investigations. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on August 8, 2013, there are no documented releases nor 
mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

South Houston Drums South Acres 1633 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
04/30/2014 

 
Site Setting: 
 
The South Houston Drums Site (the site) is a 2-acre undeveloped property located approximately 10 miles south of 
Downtown Houston. The site is located at 6218 South Acres Drive in Houston, Harris County, Texas. Land use in the 
vicinity of the site consists of undeveloped woodlands and mixed residential and commercial/industrial use. The site 
is a vacant lot and privately owned. The current owner has brought in a large quantity of fill material and has elevated 
the majority of the site approximately five feet. 
 
Site History: 
The site is one of several drum sites collectively known as South Houston Drums. The site was originally operated as 
a used merchandise dealership, and then became a scrap metal/drum sales and storage facility. The site owner’s 
Uncle had a business relationship with Mr. John Lesher, the operator of Haul-A-Drum Company, and either bought or 
stored drums from Haul-A-Drum. Haul-A-Drum was a business involved in manufacturing barbeque pits from 
55-gallon drums previously containing hazardous chemicals, which were obtained from several local industrial 
businesses. The site was abandoned/closed in the 1980s. Numerous drums were left on-site, exposed to the 
elements, and corroded over time, resulting in a number of the drums leaking and discharging hazardous material 
onto the ground and into a drainage ditch. This site, along with other facilities operated by Haul-A-Drum, was brought 
to the attention of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in March 1985. 
 
A Removal Action was conducted by the EPA in 1986 during which 421 waste drums were removed. Review of the 
site files indicates that after the drum removal, the EPA conducted shallow soil sampling at the site and collected soil 
samples from six inches below ground surface (bgs), 12 inches bgs, and 18 inches bgs, and from six inches bgs and 
12 inches bgs from an adjacent drainage ditch. Laboratory analyses of the collected soil samples indicated that 
contamination was confined to the top six inches of soil. The USEPA removed the upper six inches of contaminated 
on-site soils and soil from the drainage ditch and backfilled with clean fill. 
In July 1994, the EPA generated a Hazard Ranking System (HRS) score of zero for the site thus concluding No 
Further Action Planned under the federal site assessment program. 
 
TCEQ Activities: 
 
In 2011, because EPA’s sampling was limited to shallow soil, the TCEQ conducted additional sampling of deeper soil 
and shallow groundwater at the site. The TCEQ contracted Geo Strata Inc. to conduct a state screening of the site to 

 
 



 

investigate subsurface soils and shallow groundwater for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), Semi Volatile Organic 
Compounds (SVOCs), PCBs, pesticides, and metals. 
 
The laboratory analyses of the soil samples indicated that none of the chemicals analyzed were detected at levels 
greater than three times the highest concentration in the background; therefore, a release was not established by 
chemical analysis. 
 
The laboratory analyses of groundwater samples collected from the temporary piezometers indicated results of all 
analytical testing methods were either nondetect or did not exceed the respective HRS scoring benchmarks or 
Protective Concentration Limits. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Being that the source of hazardous substances was addressed in the aforementioned EPA removal and no observed 
releases were observed in any of the media assessed as part of the TCEQ state screening, a State Superfund 
eligibility determination of No Further Action is made based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Evanson Aviation 1686 
Olney Young County 

NFA 
11/20/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Evanson Aviation site consists of an inactive aerial pesticide applicator business that operated out of the Olney 
Municipal Airport. The site is located approximately 3 miles southwest of the town of Olney, Young County, Texas at 
1600 Airport Road. Land use surrounding the site is rural farm and ranch land. Three residences are located between 
½ and one mile from the airport. Dry Creek is located approximately 500 feet southeast of the site, and is an 
intermittent tributary of Lake Graham. Camp Creek is located 1 mile west of the site, and is a tributary of the #1231 
segment of the Brazos River. No water wells are located within a 1-mile TDL of the site. A total of 30 domestic wells 
are located within a 4-mile target distance limit of the site. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
Evanson Aviation was an aerial pesticide application business that operated at the site from 1970-1980 by Jay and 
Mark Evanson. Pesticides were bought as needed and mixed in a tank equipped with an agitator and pump system. 
Equipment and containers were flushed with water and the rinsate was added to the plane’s tanks to be sprayed out 
on the fields. The exterior of the plane was washed near the hangar and the rinsate was disposed of on the ground. 
Empty containers were cleaned out and flushed with water until considered safe, then returned to the land owner of 
the field being sprayed or brought to the local landfill for disposal. The owner held pesticide applicator permit #5334. 
Pesticides including 2,4-D, 2,4,5-T, DDT, toxaphene, and parathion were used at the site. 
 
EPA referred the Evanson Aviation site to the TWC for a PA/SI investigation. The site inspection was conducted on 
June 6, 1986. The inspection team interviewed the airport manager, then focused on the 2 acre area surrounding the 
west hangar, including a grassy field that runoff from the hangar would have drained onto. No staining or pesticide 
odor was apparent. Four soil samples were collected southwest of the airport office (background), at the suspected 
Evanson Aviation operating area, and along the path of runoff at the north end of the site. The site was revisited on 
January 13, 1987, to resample at the above locations. Detected concentrations of 2,4,5-T (0.189 mg/kg), 2,4-D (0.1 
mg/kg), fenvalerate (0.002 mg/kg) and DDT (0.264 mg/kg) in the loading area soil sample are below the 2014 TRRP 
commercial/industrial total soil combined PCLs based on a 0.5 acre source area. 

 
 



 

Analyte Background East loading area West loading area Drainage ditch TRRP PCL TotSoilComb Com 0.5acre 
TRRP PCL GWSoilIng Com 0.5acre 
Fenvalerate 0.024 <0.007 <0.005 0.002 n/a n/a 
2,4-D 0.036 <0.001 0.017 0.100 8,200 2.6 
Toxaphene 1.244 3.778 <0.098 0.944 17 12 
DDT 0.568 0.719 <0.029 0.264 71 33 
2,4,5-T ND 0.189 ND ND 6800 2.9 
*All units mg/kg 
 
The TWC placed a call to the airport manager in 1993, at which time he confirmed that no aerial sprayers were 
actively using the facility. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION November 18, 2015: 
Searched the Secretary of State database, finding that Evanson Aviation Inc. was a domestic for-profit company from 
September 19, 1977, until March 17, 1980. E. J. Evanson was the registered agent. 
 
Searched the EPA Envirofacts Facility database, and found no entries for Evanson Aviation or Mr. Evanson. 
 
Searched the Central Registry database for Evanson Aviation and Mr. E. J. Evanson, but no entries were found. 
 
Searched deed records, and found that the property is owned City of Olney and by Air Tractor, an agricultural aircraft 
manufacturing company, which has a factory onsite but does not conduct any pesticide application (confirmed by 
phone with receptionist). 
 
Searched aerial imagery of the site in Google Earth, which shows that the site is currently used as the municipal 
airport. Approximately 3 residences were located within one mile of the site. 
 
Searched the Texas Water Development Board’s Water Data Interactive database, and found that approximately 26 
domestic water wells are located within a 4 mile radius of the site. 
 
Researched the source of municipal drinking water in Olney, and found that the source for the Municipal Water 
District PWS is a reservoir, as listed on the city’s official website. 
 
Checked site soil sample results against current TRRP Tier 1 Commercial/Industrial soil PCL table for a 0.5 acre 
source area and found that all site COCs were below applicable health-based benchmarks. 
 
Searched the Pesticide Applicator database, and found no current records for Mr. Evanson. Keeter Aerial Spraying 
nearby at 101 Airport Rd has at least one employee with an active pesticide applicator license. Accessed at Texas 
Department of Agriculture’s webpage http://texasagriculture.gov/ReportsPublications.aspx. A call to Mr. Robert Stark, 
airport manager, on November 19, 2015, confirmed that Keeter Aerial Spraying flies in and out of the Olney Airport, 
and he stated that no spills or issues with pesticides have occurred over the past several years. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on November 19, 2015, a State Superfund Program eligibility 
determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded due to no documented releases or potential releases of 
hazardous substances at the site. 

 
 

FM 2100 Dump 1689 
Crosby, Harris County 

 
 



 

NFA 
04/08/2011 

 
Site Setting: 
The site is located along North Diamondhead Blvd, approximately two miles north of the City of Crosby in northern 
Harris County. The site consists of a turn-around area within an undeveloped, 12 acre, wooded area. To the south of 
this wooded area is the Newport Elementary School. To the north and west of the wooded area is a residential 
neighborhood. The site is currently owned by the Crosby Independent School District. The site is approximately three 
miles east of Lake Houston. The nearest well is a private well that is located approximately one half mile to the north 
of the site. The nearest stream occurs in the Gum Gully, which is located approximately 1,000 feet north of the site. 
 
Site History: 
FM 2100 Dump site was identified from a citizen’s complaint to EPA in January 1989. The complaint alleged that 
liquid oilfield wastes were discharged from vacuum trucks owned and operated by the Dayton Vacuum Company in 
the vicinity of FM 2100 and North Diamond Road. 
 
The EPA conducted investigations on October 20, 1989 and January 3, 1991 and determined that the most likely 
location for the dumped material was a gravel covered turn-around area formerly used by concrete trucks owned by 
J.G Gonzales Construction Company hired during the construction of Diamondhead Road and the Newport 
Elementary School. The EPA investigation did not observe any oil stains near the turn-around area or in the adjacent 
field and HNU readings taken during the investigation were also negative. 
 
On September 11, 1991, the EPA conducted sampling as part of a Screening Site Investigation (SSI) and collected 
soil samples from the turn-around area and sediment samples from a ditch located downgradient from the school 
parking lot. Sampling analyses results revealed tetrachloroethene at 24 ug/kg and trichloroethylene at 11 ug/kg in the 
soil samples and elevated calcium in the sediment sample. Sediments samples collected upgradient detected 
acetone at 52 ug/kg, tetrachloroethene at 31 ug/kg, and elevated levels of calcium. 
 
On October 10, 1992, the EPA determined that the site would not qualify as a Federal Superfund site and the site was 
referred to the State of Texas on January 10, 1994. 
 
Verification and Conclusions: 
A site visit was conducted by TCEQ representatives Andy Bajwa and Lam Tran on November 19, 2009. 
Representatives noted that the site was well vegetated and there were no visible signs of contamination. No 
trespassing signs are posted at the entrance of the site. The vehicle traffic to site is restricted by erected barrier. Mr. 
Chuck Murray of the Crosby ISD was contacted and asked about the dumping at the site. Mr. Murray said that the 
ISD has been regularly monitoring its property for illegal dumping and trespassing. Mr. Murray stated that he had 
talked to the people directly involved in the maintenance of the District propertied and they informed him they were 
not aware of any illegal dumping at the site and they did not believe that the contamination found in the Gum Gully 
came from the property owned by the District. 
 
Because there are no visible signs of contamination at the site and the levels of contaminants that were detected 
were very low (much lower than current TRRP Tier 1 Residential PCLs), “No Further Action” is recommended at this 
time under the SSDAP Program. 

 
 

Farmersville Flying Service 1693 
Floyd, Hunt County 

NFA 
10/27/2015 

 
 



 

 
SETTING 
The Farmersville Flying Service site (“the site”) was the location for an aerial pesticide applicator business operated 
by Mr. James Daugherty from 1981 to 1983, when the business was relocated approximately 15 miles south of 
Farmersville. Pesticides were mixed and loaded into spray tanks on-site for local application. The property was 
leased from Lawrence Molck and consisted of a barn/hangar and a private airstrip and was located on the south side 
of U.S. Highway 380, approximately 1.9 miles west of FM 36 in Floyd, Hunt County, Texas. 
 
SITE HISTORY 
As part of a United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Preliminary Assessment (PA), a site investigation 
and interview with Mr. Molck were conducted on March 27, 1985. According to the findings from the PA, the 
pesticides were purchased on a day-to-day basis and mixed on site. Empty containers were stored on site until 1983. 
Empty containers that were not sold to area farmers were buried on the farmland; however, the location of the burial 
area was not known by Mr. Molck. The Farmersville Flying Service operator received several complaints by Mr. Molck 
related to pesticide spills in the operating area and dead fish in an on-site pond. Dead vegetation and pesticide odors 
were noted at the time of the PA site investigation. 
 
An EPA Site Inspection conducted on February 18, 1987 detected low levels of pesticide contamination (ethyl 
parathion, 0.008 mg/kg) in the drainage ditch adjacent to the loading area. No background soil samples were taken. 
There was no additional evidence of site contamination or odors. No effects of the reported incident of pesticide 
release to the pond were observed, and the property owners reported no additional pesticide-related problems in the 
pond. The former building had been torn down and the operating area covered with gravel. One residence was 
adjacent to the site. 
 
TCEQ INVESTIGATIONS 
No records were found in the TCEQ Central Registry for Farmersville Flying Service, James Daugherty, Michael 
Criswell or Sulphur River Flying Service. A search of the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) Business Organizations 
database revealed a status of “forfeited existence” for Farmersville Flying Service, with the name “Michael G. 
Criswell” as the registered agent. In the Global Person Search of the SOS database, Michael G. Criswell is listed as a 
director for Sulphur River Flying Service, which showed a status of “in existence.” However, no business or contact 
information was found during an internet search for Sulphur River Flying Service. A telephone number of (903) 
395-9200 which is listed for Michael G. Criswell, 1060 E. Dallas Avenue, Cooper, Texas, was not a working number. A 
search of the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) pesticide applicator’s license database revealed no current 
pesticide licenses issued to James Daugherty or Michael Criswell. The Texas Water Development Board Water 
Information Integration and Dissemination (WIID) database shows no water wells of any type within one mile of the 
site. However, because the site is located in a rural area, it is likely that unrecorded drinking water wells do exist at 
least within one mile of the site. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The low-level detection of a single pesticide observed in 1987 is consistent with prescribed pesticide application 
processes. As there are no documented exceedances of applicable benchmarks of chemicals of concern, no 
documented mismanagement of hazardous substance, and the site referral was merely the result of a mass 
categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) 
is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Mountain Creek Reservoir 1722 
Dallas, Dallas County 

OTH 
09/27/2013 

 
 



 

 
Mountain Creek Lake / Mountain Creek Reservoir / Dallas Power & Light Mountain Creek Lake 
Dallas, TX 
TX0000605377 and TXD980796189 
Mountain Creek Lake is located in Dallas city limits, east of Grand Prairie. Several notable industrial activities are 
located on or near the lake, including Naval Weapons Industries Reserve Plant (NWIRP), Naval Air Station Dallas 
(NASD), and Texas Utilities Mountain Creek Steam Electric Station (TXU). At this time, each of these facilities 
remains ACTIVE. Vought Aircraft Industries, Inc. operates NWIRP on the northwest shore of the lake. NASD is 
located on the northern shore of the lake, and while the base was decommissioned in 1998, it was recommisioned to 
the Texas Air National Guard, Army Reserves, and Marine Corp Reserves. TXU is located on the northeast 
lakeshore. 
The lake was referred by the EPA in 1992 (as Dallas Light & Power AKA TXU) and again in 1996 (as Mountain Creek 
Lake) after a U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS 1194-1996) investigation found elevated VOC, pesticides, PCBs, PAH, 
and metals in sediment deposits making up the lake bed. The Texas Department of State Health Services has placed 
a ban on consumption of fish from the lake because of the presence of PCBs, which is still in effect. 
TNRCC Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) completed a Site Screening Assessment 
Report (SSI) in September 2001 based on sediment samples collected in April and May 2001. The areas of observed 
release consist of four identified sediment deposits in Mountain Creek Lake. Findings of the SSI are discussed below. 
 
Evidence of Release 
TNRCC SSDAP completed sampling of Mountain Creek Lake in May 2001 and reported the findings in the 
September 2001 SSI Report. The sampling plan included background samples, areas of contamination previously 
identified by USGS, and other likely areas of release. Forty-eight sediment samples were collected and analyzed for 
Organics using method OLM04.2 and TAL Metals and Cyanide using method ILM04.1. Areas of release were 
determined by comparing samples to unaffected background levels. The areas of observed release consist of four 
identified sediment deposits in Mountain Creek Lake: 1) Cottonwood Bay between NWIRP and NASD, 2 & 3) 
adjacent to east portion of NASD, and 4) TXU wastewater canal. Area 1 contains elevated concentrations of volatiles, 
semi volatiles, PCBs, and metals. Area 2 contains elevated concentrations of PCBs and Silver. Area 3 contains 
elevated concentrations of volatiles, semi volatiles, PCBs, and selenium. Area 4 contains elevated concentrations of 
selenium. 
While the TNRCC SSI assessed the site as a sediment plume with undefined source, a third party review by Marasco 
Newton Group for EPA Region 6 (November 30, 2001) suggested that the naval facilities and TXU were most likely 
the sources of the sediment plumes. The review also questioned the site’s CERCLA and RCRA eligibility. 
 
Site status: Other Program (OTH) 
The areas of observed release consist of four identified sediment deposits in Mountain Creek Lake. All affected areas 
were assumed for assessment and remediation by the aforementioned NWIRP through Corrective Action Program 
(SWR#31268). On June 1, 2012, American Brownfield MCIC, LLC (ABMCIC) filed a transfer application with the 
Remediation Division for the transfer of the standing Corrective Action Order from the U.S. Department of Navy to 
ABMCIC, as well as a name change for the facility from NWIRP to Mountain Creek Industrial Center. 
 
Conclusion 
Mountain Creek Lake and all affected media, the subject of the referral to SSDAP by EPA, is being addressed by the 
Corrective Action Program and thus not eligible for the State Superfund program. 

 
 

Don Johnsons Disposal Site 1760 
Cleveland, Liberty County 

NFA 
08/15/2014 

 
 



 

 
SSite Background 
Don Johnson Disposal Site was formerly an abandoned Class I disposal site which operated from 1962-1964. Drums 
of chemical waste were dumped into two open earthen pits. In 1980, a complaint was filed as acid tars had flowed 
from the pits and contaminated about 2-3 acres of land. Just prior to the flow of contamination, in 1979, the County 
Commissioner dug a shallow drainage ditch on the edge of Tarkington Acres (adjacent to the site). The drainage ditch 
also appeared to have been contaminated by stormwater from the pit area. Discharge from the ditch was to Phillips 
Creek, thence to Davis Bayou, then to the Trinity River causing further concern. 
On May 22, 1980, Rohm & Haas and the City of Houston, Lake Houston Antipollution Group inspected the site. This 
was followed on May 23, 1980, by TDWR conducting a site inspection. Sludge samples from the pits in May, 1981, 
were analyzed by Spectrix and were found to be contaminated. This was followed by testing of private water wells in 
the nearby Tarkington Acres subdivision. In December of 1980, test pits at the site were excavated, soil borings 
completed and well borings made. Based on the findings, four monitor wells were installed. Initial water samples for 
analysis were obtained on December 31, 1980. 
In April, 1983, the TDWR approved a plan for Class I removal. With TDWR’s approval, the monitor wells were 
plugged. After the closure objective of “total waste removal”, the closure plan was completed on June 28, 1983 and a 
certification of closure was issued in August 1983. 
On August 14, 1992, the EPA referred the Don Johnson Disposal site to the TCEQ. The site was archived in the EPA 
Superfund Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) 
Database. 
On April 18, 2011, TCEQ performed a Verification of the Don Johnson Disposal Site. The conclusion of the 
verification was that sampling was needed. It should be noted that the Closure Certification data nor any mention of it 
in the history was not found in the April, 2011 Verification. On March 24, 2014, several files were received by the 
author of this report from TCEQ Region 12 containing information on the Don Johnson Disposal Site. In the files were 
the “Sampling Needed Prioritization Scoring Worksheet (Score of 13)”, several sampling reports, numerous letters 
referencing the site, the Dames and Moore “Hydrogeological Investigations, for a Waste Disposal Site Near 
Cleveland, Texas” report, and the “Don Johnson Waste Disposal Site Closure Certification (August 1983). 
 
Field Sampling Results 
 
In September, 2013, ENSAFE, Inc., was contracted by TCEQ to perform a State Screening under the Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) to evaluate the groundwater pathway and determine if there were any 
nearby private wells that were contaminated near the site. Field activities and sampling were conducted March 3-4, 
2014 and the results reported in a SSDAP letter report. Sample results for volatile organic compounds (VOC’s), 
semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOC’s), metals and mercury were compared to the TCEQ Texas Risk Reduction 
Program (TRRP) protective concentration levels (PCLs) and Superfund Chemical Data Matrix values and no 
chemicals of concern were detected in any of the wells. 
 
Conclusions 
 
An eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) under SSDAP is concluded at this time based on findings of 
the State Screening and the Closure Certification granted in 1983. 
 

 
 

Naval Air Station Hitchcock 1770 
Hitchcock, Galveston County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 

 
 



 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Huntsville POW Camp; Dominey Property 1795 
Huntsville, Walker County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Jensen Drive Drum 1801 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
01/21/2016 

 
Site Setting and History 
The Jensen Drive Drum Site is located at 3116 Jensen Drive Northeast, Houston (Harris County), Texas 77026. 
May-Cooperidge, Inc. operated as a drum reclamation business onsite from 1985 to 1986. Before 1985 the site was 
used by a mattress factory and a heavy machinery business. The site is approximately 1.5 acres and is located in a 
light industrial and residential area. 
 
The EPA conducted an emergency removal of more than 400 drums, a 500 gallon vat, and 123 tons of soil at the site, 
which was completed in April 1989. 190 yards of soil were used to fill and grade the site. 
 
State Screening Activities 
A State Screening was conducted at the site in from 2005 to 2008. On June 22, 2005, seven surface soil samples 
were collected from a depth of 0 to 6 inches below ground surface (bgs). Soil samples were analyzed for VOCs, 
SVOCs, pesticides, PCBs, priority pollutant metals, and cyanide. There were no detection above current Tier 1 
Residential Soil Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs). On January 10, 2007, samples from four on-site temporary 
monitoring wells, at 28 feet bgs, were collected and analyzed for 12 metals and mercury, and low-level PAHs. One 
sample collected in the shallow groundwater indicated lead at an elevated concentration of 3.97 mg/L. This shallow 
first groundwater bearing zone is not used for potable purposes thus has no groundwater targets associated with it. 
 
Verification Update Activities 
Based on review of historical “street view” imagery on Google as recent as October 2015, the site is appears to be 
currently maintained aesthetically and there is no evidence of continued dumping or drum reclamation activities. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the results of the screening efforts, which included laboratory analysis of on-site soil and groundwater, 
SSDAP has determined that there are no significant actual or potential impacts to targets in the critical pathways of 
Hazard Ranking System (HRS) that would generate a qualifying HRS site score and does not warrant further action 
or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 
 

 
 

Koppers Company Inc Houston Treating Plant 1803 

 
 



 

Houston, Harris County 
OTH 

08/19/2013 
 

Site Setting 
The Koppers Company Inc. Houston Treating Plant (site) is located at 7201 W Hardy Road in Houston, Texas 
(29.823055° N, 95.353888° W). The 40-acre site is situated in an urban area with mixed land use (residential and 
commercial) and consisted of an office, lab, and plant. The facility was in operation from the 1920’s until 1986, 
treating poles, pilings, and railroad ties and storing the treated products on-site. The majority of the wood was treated 
with creosote, and small amounts were treated with Pentachlorophenol (PCP) and Chromium Copper Arsenate 
(CCA). 
 
Site History 
According to the EPA’s Final Strategy Determination report concluded in 1982 by Jo Johnson-Ballard, the problems 
exhibited at the site were minor enough to be brought under control by recurring RCRA inspections. The on-site soil 
was stained with creosote however there was no visible off-site evidence of contamination. The potential for off-site 
run-off due to lack of containment structures was also noted in the report. The majority of the surface run-off was 
collected in drainage ditches on-site and entered a storm drain that passed under the site. The storm drain line leaves 
the site in an easterly direction and empties into Hunting Bayou, a tributary of Buffalo Bayou. Sampling was not 
recommended at that time by the Field Inspection Team since there was no visual evidence of creosote in the 
drainage ditches. The report noted arsenic salts NOS, chromium salts NOS, copper salts NOS, and creosote waste 
as the substances of greatest concern. 
An Agreed Order started in 1987, which required unit closures and a groundwater investigation. Benzene, toluene, 
ethylbenzene, and xylenes (BTEX), Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), arsenic, and chromium were included 
in the investigation. The site was referred by the EPA to the TCEQ on August 21, 1992. 
 
TCEQ Research 
On February 17, 2012, the TCEQ contacted the site’s Corrective Action Project Manager, Mark Erwin. Mr. Erwin 
indicated that the facility is currently active and is in the Industrial & Hazardous Waste Corrective Action (IHWCA) 
program with a Solid Waste Registration (SWR) ID #30419. 
 
On August 9, 2013, the TCEQ checked on the TCEQ Central Registry database and determined that the facility is still 
active in the IHWCA program. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on August 16, 2013, the site is currently active in the IHWCA 
program with a SWR ID #30419; therefore, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. A site 
eligibility determination of OTH is selected appropriate for this site. 
 

 
 

Atlas AF Facility S-11; Anson ISD 1811 
Anson, Jones County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Atlas AF Facility S-3; Clyde ISD; Clyde Independent School District 1872 
Clyde, Callahan County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Browning-Ferris Industries Landfill Site 1878 
Bridge City, Orange County 

NFA 
02/23/2016 

 
Site Setting and History 
 
The site is located at 325 Nevils Street, Bridge City, Orange County, Texas. The property is currently owned by 
Southwest Texas Industries (STI) and operated as a heavy structural and plate manufacturing warehouse. The site 
comprises approximately 8.71 acres of land, situated in a primarily rural residential area. 
According to the site file, unpermitted historical waste disposal activities took place between 1968 and 1970 when 
Industrial Waste Control, Inc. and BFI owned and operated the site as a truck terminal. The site is believed to be 
linked to the Industrial Waste Control, Inc. Bridge City Landfill in Orange, Texas (herein referred to as the sister site). 
This sister site had a permit to operate as a landfill and accepted various wastes in the early-mid 1970s. The wastes 
collected at the site are unknown, but could include similar wastes to those suspected to have been deposited at the 
sister site such as any combination of the following: substituted acids (esters), hydrocarbons, heavy metals, trace 
metals (bonded organically and inorganically), polyethylene plastics, rubber products, plant trash, pallets, scrap 
lumber, office trash, paper and cardboard. 
The 1985 TDWR report indicated the northeast corner of the subject property as the area of interest. In this area, 
damage to the landfill was observed at that time, and there were indications of wastes on the surface of the ground 
found in this area. Subsequent investigations by the Texas Department of Health (TDH) concluded that trace amounts 
of various constituents were found in the soil including 1,4-dichlorobenzene, phenanthrene, decane, and 
2,6-bis(1,2-dimethylethyl)-2,5-cyclohexadiene-1,4-dione, as well as unidentified compounds such as substituted acids 
(esters) and various hydrocarbons. 
During a site visit performed in January 2015 by the TCEQ and WESTON, no obvious indications of historical landfill 
operations were observed at the area of interest. There were no visible wastes observed on the surface, and no 
obvious indications of seeps from potentially historically landfilled wastes. Based on the review of site historical 
records and inputs of the sister site, the target chemicals of concern (COCs) were identified as butadiene, styrene, 
1,4-dichlorobenzene, and phenanthrene. 
 
SSDAP State Screening Activities 
 
The objective of the subject September 2015 sampling event was to assess the occurrence of potential contaminants 
to groundwater associated with historical waste disposal activities at the site, including metals, volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) (Aroclors) at 
levels significantly above background concentrations and/or health based concentration limits. Tentatively Identified 
Compounds (TICs) were also assessed for VOCs and SVOCs Groundwater sampling activities were performed on 29 
and 30 of September 2015. Eight local groundwater wells were sampled, including two City of Bridge City public 
water supply wells. The data review indicated no significant quality control anomalies, no rejected data, and no 
corrective actions taken or recommended for future analyses. Results for groundwater samples are summarized as 
follows: 

 
 



 

- The target COCs were reported as below the associated MQLs and LORP. 
- All VOC, SVOC, PCB analytes were reported below the associated MQLs and LORP. 
- Lead and zinc were reported at concentrations significantly above background but below the LORP in one sample 
(GW-8). 
- No TICS were detected in any of the collected samples. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the results of the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) State Screening which 
included laboratory analysis of groundwater from nearby properties, SSDAP has determined that there are no 
significant impacts to groundwater targets in the critical pathways of Hazard Ranking System (HRS) evaluation that 
would generate a qualifying HRS site score and does not warrant further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility 
determination of NFA is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Spegal Aviation 1889 
Howe, Grayson County 

NFA 
08/23/2017 

 
Site Location 
The site is located northwest of the intersection of FM 902 and Midway Acres Drive, approximately two miles east of 
the city of Dorchester in Howe, Grayson County, Texas. 
 
Site History 
Spegal Aviation is a former aerial pesticide application service owned and operated by the late Mr. Gene Spegal from 
1971 to 1986. Buildings on the site included three hangars and a private residence. Pesticides were mixed and 
spray-applied to local farms from the private airstrip in the rural area of south-central Grayson County. The 
approximate site area for mixing and loading was 0.5 acres out of the total four-acre property. Mixing and loading was 
done on-site. Triple-rinsed empty plastic pesticide containers were reportedly burned in a burn area, and empty metal 
containers were crushed and disposed at the local landfill. A January 1985 EPA Preliminary Assessment noted two 
bare spots in the former mixing/operations area and pesticide odors resulting from several spills, an oily stain 
adjacent to two underground fuel storage tanks, numerous empty pesticide containers, unused pesticides stored in 
an adjacent hangar and several patches of dead vegetation. A site inspection was recommended. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
Texas Water Commission (TWC), a predecessor agency to the TCEQ, conducted a Site Inspection on February 16, 
1987. The inspection was conducted with Edwin Allison, the manager of Spegal Aviation and C&S Fertilizer. The late 
Mr. Gene Segal was the owner of both Spegal Aviation and C&S Fertilizer. According to Mr. Allison, empty containers 
were picked by the Helena Chemical Company in Greenville, Texas. Pesticides observed at the time of the inspection 
included Roundup, Banvel, dimethoate, Carbaryl, Landmaster, Benlate, 2,4-D, Phosphamidon and Orthene. Unused 
pesticides were being stored at the site. Pesticide odors and numerous pesticide container caps were observed in the 
mixing and loading area, and an unvegetated area with an oily stain was observed near the underground fuel storage 
tanks. A soil sample was collected from the runoff path from the operating area. The sample results indicated low 
pesticide concentrations (DDT 0.115 mg/kg; Toxaphene 1.17 mg/kg; Methyl parathion 0.037 mg/kg; Ethyl parathion 
0.046 mg/kg; and Disulfoton 0.011 mg/kg). A background sample was not collected. 
 
After proper notification to the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission (TNRCC), a predecessor agency 
to the TCEQ, the two underground fuel storage tanks with capacities of 2,000 gallons and 4,000 gallons were 
removed on July 1, 1998 by a licensed tank removal company. As part of the removal, seven soil samples were 

 
 



 

collected from underneath the tanks and the walls of the tank pit and analyzed for benzene, toluene, ethyl benzene, 
and xylene. None of the samples showed concentrations above the respective detection limits for those constituents. 
The TNRCC notified Mrs. Spegal on July 28, 1998 that the permanent removal activities met the general 
requirements for permanent removal of the underground storage tank system from service. A TCEQ Central Registry 
search revealed that the Petroleum Storage Tank program registration (ID No. 27737) is inactive. 
 
A search of the Grayson County Appraisal District (CAD) online records shows that the Spegal Aviation property that 
formerly consisted of three hangars and a private residence is divided into three parcels. The 1.54-acre parcel which 
includes a residence and a 0.46-acre parcel which includes one of the former hangars, currently described by the 
CAD as an outbuilding, are owned by the same person. The third parcel, a two-acre tract which includes the areas 
where two hangars and the underground fuel storage tanks were located, also currently includes a residence. One 
hangar is currently listed in CAD records as an outbuilding; the other hangar has been removed. 
 
Conclusion 
The EPA Site Assessment Section recommended that the site receive a decision of No Further Remedial Action 
Planned, and the Superfund Site Strategy Recommendation was finalized on August 24, 1984. 
 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on March 17, 2017, a State Superfund eligibility determination of 
No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time that there is no documented 
release nor documented mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, and the site referral was merely the 
result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the State. 
 

 
 

City of Jacinto City Public Water Supply System 1893 
Jacinto City, Harris County 

OTH 
02/24/2012 

 
SITE SETTING: The Site is located in Harris County, Jacinto City, Texas. The Site consists of a Public Water System 
(PWS 1010015) that provides water to the City of Jacinto City. The sources of water for PWS 1010015 are treated 
surface water that is purchased from the City of Houston and two groundwater wells that produce water from the 
Chicot aquifer. The Site consists of numerous residential and commercial properties. 
 
SITE HISTORY: In January 2000, the TCEQ Superfund Section was notified that analysis of the raw water from the 
groundwater well (#1010015A) located at 10301 Market Street (near intersection of Market and Mercury Street) had 
detected low concentrations of benzene. The detected benzene levels were below the Maximum Contaminant Level 
(MCL). Water samples collected from entry point #1, a sampling tap that represents the water in the PWS 1010015, 
have historically not detected benzene. 
 
TCEQ RESEARCH: The TCEQ determined that the well located at 10301 Market Street is currently owned and 
operated by the City of Jacinto PWS. The TCEQ determined that the wells are used when the water demand is high 
in the summer months. The benzene levels in the groundwater have reportedly changed due to increased pumping. 
 
The TCEQ determined that water samples collected from entry point #1 on May 1, 2009, May 15, 2009, February 21, 
2011, and October 7, 2011 resulted in no detections of benzene. However, the water sample collected in October 7, 
2011 from entry point #1 detected low concentrations of other volatile organic compounds (ethylbenzene and 
xylenes). The detected concentrations of these chemicals were below the MCLs. 
 

 
 



 

From a search of aerial maps, the TCEQ determined that there are two Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) sites located 
at 10141 Market St (approximately 335 yards west of the well #1010015A). The TCEQ did not find any evidence of 
any gas leaks. 
 
The TCEQ determined from the Leaking Petroleum Storage Tank Database (LPST) that there are two LPST sites 
located 500 feet of well #1010015A. The LPST sites include the Chevron Station located at 10245 Market Street 
Road and Joes Gas N Grocery located at 10333 Market Street. 
 
A TCEQ search of the EPA Superfund Registry Website did not find a listing of the Site as an active or archived site. 
The City of Jacinto City PWS is listed in the TCEQ Central Registry as RN101385631. The most recent compliance 
investigation was completed on March 27, 2009. PWS 1010015 has an active citation applicable to 30 TAC Chapter 
290, Subchapter F 290.109(f)(2) for Bact-Nonacute MCL at 5% or x>1. 
 
CONCLUSION: After the TCEQ review of available information on February 23, 2012, the current determination for 
the site is that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program because it is an active site and is currently being 
monitored by the TCEQ Public Drinking Water program. 

 
 

Amarillo Army Airfield Small Arms Firing Range; LX Cattle Company/Masterson & 1895 
Amarillo, Potter County 

OTH 
11/13/2008 

 
The Amarillo Army Airfield Small Arms Firing Range, LX Cattle Company, and Masterson & Stennet Ranch site was 
acquired by the U.S. Government in 1941. A portion of the property was used as a small arms firing range for the 
Army Air Corp from 1941 to 1946 and 1951 to1968. The range was declared excess property in the late 1960’s. 
 
The current property owners are Masterson & Stinnet Ranch properties. The land is currently used for livestock. The 
remnants of the Airfield consist of a mound where the range was located and the foundation of a mess hall. There is 
no longer a runway on the property. 
 
The site is currently being addressed under the United States Department of Defense’s Defense Environmental 
Restoration Program – Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS), which is managed by United States Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE). The project is currently assigned to Eleanor Wehner of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Remediation Division, Environmental Cleanup I Section, for state oversight of the 
remediation of the site. 
 
No pesticides have been stored or disposed of onsite. There is no any evidence of unsafe conditions resulting from 
Department of Defense usage, according to USACE in a September 29, 1998 Formerly Used Defense Site report. 
The May 20, 1991 DERP-FUDS Inventory Project Report stated that there was a berm used for a target area. The 
report also stated that there was no evidence of chemical warfare material contamination, or of conventional 
ordnance and explosive wastes other than small arms ammunition. 
 
There is no known groundwater contamination at the site, according to USACE in a November 28, 2006 Final 
Affected Property Assessment Report for the site. On the other hand, there is soil contamination. There is impact 
from lead and PAH compounds in the surface soil due to the previous small arms firing range use. A total of six 
chemicals of concern remained after the screening process; lead, benzo(a)pyrene, benzo(b)fluoranthene, 
dibenz(a,h)anthracene, and indeno(1,2,3-c,d)pyrene. Of the six analytes, there were exceedances of the Critical PCL 
for benzo(a)pyrene, benzo(b)fluoranthene, dibenz(a,h)anthracene, and indeno(1,2,3-c,d)pyrene. Each analyte has 
been delineated laterally and vertically. 

 
 



 

 
The response action at the site is to meet a Remedy Standard A closure criteria. Removal of surface soil for the 
benzo(a)pyrene PCLE Zone will encompass all other PCLE Zones. The RP has proposed that the excavation area is 
approximately 70,000 square feet, with excavation extending up to 1 foot bgs. Clean top soil will be placed in the area 
of excavation to return the site to original grade. Currently, the removal process is pending. 
 
Because the Amarillo Army Airfield Small Arms Firing Range, LX Cattle Company, and Masterson & Stennet Ranch 
site is currently being address in the TCEQ IHWCA program in Environmental Cleanup I Section the site is not 
recommended for the State Superfund Program. 

 
 

Childress Bombing Range No 4; OX Bow Ranch 1896 
Turkey, Hall County 

OTH 
02/17/2010 

 
Site Summary 
The Ox Bow Ranch is located 13 miles northeast of Turkey on FM 657. The ranch’s land consists of 960 acres and 
the land use is considered agriculture/livestock. Ownership of the Ox Bow Ranch according to the file is owned by the 
Harwood Ranch Company. The site was a precision bombing range used by the US Army Air Corps using real 
ordnance during War World II. Spent bomb casings and other ordnance casings are spread through out the site. The 
site was returned to the owner in 1947. In 1958, an army engineering clearance team swept the former range for 
dangerous materials. No evidence of hazardous waste, unsafe debris, or unexploded ordnance as result of DOD 
activity was discovered. A Formerly Used Defense Sites report was compiled for this site by the Army Corps of 
Engineers on October 21, 1998. The report stated that presumably real ordnance and precise bombs with spotting 
charges were utilized. 
 
On March 24, 2001, Daniel B Stephens & Associates collected three (3) surface soil samples (depth of 0-6 inches) 
from three (3) locations and one (1) groundwater (GW) sample at a windmill discharge pipe during the site visit. All 
samples were analyzed for semi-volatiles, volatile organic compounds, explosives, metals, and pesticides. Site 
information is included in a Site Status and Release Assessment Report dated August 2001. 
 
Soil sample OX-01 was collected next to a stack of bomb and munitions casings and OX-02 was collected in a bomb 
crater. The third sample OX-03 was collected as a representative background sample. Sample results indicate levels 
that are above PCLs for metals. However, these levels are present in background sample OX-03 which suggests 
these concentrations are naturally occurring. According to the report, results of the lab analysis for semi-volatiles and 
explosives were not useable because of laboratory quality assurance problems. Repeated attempts were made by 
Daniel B Stephens & Associates to contact ranch owner and foreman to resample. However, contact was not made 
and the site was not re-sampled. Sample results for groundwater sample OXW-01 were below MCLs for all analyses 
and the data is usable according to the August 2001 report. 
 
Targets 
Since the soil and groundwater sample data was not usable in determining source area contamination no targets 
were identified. 
 
Conclusion 
The TCEQ Authorization and Remediation Tracking System (ARTS) database indicates the site is being addressed 
by the Remediation Division’s Voluntary Cleanup Program/Corrective Action Section under TCEQ facility I.D. No. 
T2061. This site is not currently eligible for the State Superfund Program, since it is currently in another (OTH) TCEQ 
program. 

 
 



 

 
 

Dalhart Army Airfield Rifle and Gunnery Range; Reynolds Property 1898 
Dalhart, Hartley County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Dalhart Bombing Range No 1; Rita Blanca National Grasslands 1899 
Dalhart, Dallam County 

OTH 
03/31/2009 

 
Site History 
The Rita Blanca National Grasslands (RBNG) occupy 230,000 acres of the Texas, New Mexico, and Oklahoma 
borders. Within the RBNG in Texas lies the Dalhart Bombing Range #1 (Bremen Precision Bombing Range #1). The 
site is located approximately 17 miles Northeast of Dalhart, TX (2 miles East of Hwy 385) and occupies 649 acres. 
The bombing range was used between 1943-1946 as a practice field by the Department of Defense. An estimated 
200-300 bombs were deployed at the site. Field notes from a 2008 site inspection (SI) report by the US Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) indicate the following military ordinances were used at the site: 50 caliber rounds, M38A2 
practice bombs (filled with water or sand), M1A1 spotting charge, and AN-M69 incendiary bombs. 
A 2001 sampling event was performed by Daniel B. Stephens & Associates Inc. (DBS&A). The location where the 
sampling was performed was incorrectly identified. The 2001 report states Bombing Range #1 was located 17 miles 
Northwest of Dalhart off Highway 87. Sample results for the 2001 event do not reflect the accurate chemical 
composition for the Bremen Precision Bombing Range #1. 
The site is currently inactive. It is owned and operated by the US Department of Agriculture Forest Service and used 
for grazing and for hunting. A portion of the Northeast corner of the site is privately owned. The USACE conducted an 
SI in 2008 in which 8 soil samples were collected. Samples were tested for explosives, metals and white phosphorus. 
Soil sample results returned below TRRP Tier 1 PCLs. The Brenham Precision Bombing Range #1 is currently in the 
Environmental Cleanup Section (EC), Corrective Action, of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
The recommendation by the USACE and TCEQ EC Project Manager is that the site proceeds to the RI/FS phase 
(2008 SI Report). 
 
Targets 
The primary target is an onsite water well located within one mile of the site. Well # 237401is drilled to 250 feet, and 
is used for stock purposes. 
 
Conclusion 
Bremen Precision Bombing Range #1, within the Rita Blanca National Grasslands, is currently not eligible for the 
State Superfund Program. The site is currently in the Environmental Cleanup Section of the TCEQ. Ronald Dildine is 
the TCEQ Project Manager for the site; he can be reached at 512.239.4977. 
 

 
 

Former Pampa Army Airfield; Moody Dairy; Moody Farms 1900 
Pampa, Gray County 

NFA 

 
 



 

08/05/2011 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Dalhart Air Force Auxiliary Field No 1; Garner Property 1901 
Dalhart, Hartley County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Acid Delinters, Inc. 1903 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
08/25/2008 

 
Acid Delinting of Pecos, Inc. processed and packaged cotton seed for commercial sale. Raw cotton seed was 
delinted with acid. Wet acid was originally used in the process and latter changed to anhydrous hydrochloric acid and 
anhydrous ammonia was used as a neutralizer. The cotton seed was also treated with fungicides and pesticides 
including Captan, Orthene, Lorsban (chlorpyrifos), Octhene 80, Acephate, Methoxychlor, Gustafson Vitavax PCNB, 
and RTU-Vitavax-Thiram. Acid delinting residuals were disposed in two on-site five acre surface impoundments. 
Empty pesticide containers were buried in trenches, located north of the surface impoundments. 
 
A sampling event was conducted during a Screening Site Inspection (SSI), in 1996, and hazardous substances were 
documented in soil samples. The hazardous substances included barium, beryllium, cadmium, cobalt, manganese, 
mercury, selenium, cyanide, methoxychlor, 4,4-DDE, 4,4-DDT, Endrin aldehyde and phenol. 
 
On March 21, 1990, the Texas Water Commission issued an Agreed Order against Acid Delinters, Inc., assessing 
administrative penalties and requiring certain actions. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality referred the 
Acid Delinting site to the Attorney General’s office for further injunctive relief, on May 15, 2006. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality issued an Enforcement Action Referral to Acid Delinting, Inc., on May 19, 
2006. On June 22, 2007, the enforcement program determined that enforcement actions were exhausted and 
referred the site to the State Superfund Program. 
 
During the week of April 14, 2008, the HRS sampling event was conducted. Abandoned on-site warehouses contain 
many pallets of bagged treated cotton seed. Many dead birds and feathers are scattered on the floor, near some of 
the open bags with treated cotton seed spilled out. The site is not secure and there is evidence of trespassing on site. 
Tracks of all terrain vehicles were seen on the covered surface impoundments and several empty beer cartons, cans, 
and bottles were left in some of the site’s buildings. 
 
Bill Rhotenberry of the EPA conducted a removal assessment during the summer of 2008. 
 
No drinking water wells are located within four miles of the site. The watershed exceeds two miles before surface 
water is encountered. The Pecos River is the only permanent stream in Reeves County and it is located in excess of 
2.25 miles from the site. There are no intermittently flowing waters or contiguous intermittently flowing ditches present 
that would be eligible for consideration in the semiarid area. The soil exposure pathway was the main concern for this 

 
 



 

site, but the pathway failed to generate a significant site ranking. Very few hazardous substances, at low 
concentrations, were documented at the on-site source and they were not detected as observed releases of 
hazardous substances at any of the nearby residential properties. An HRS Report was completed, on August 7, 
2008, and the site scored 0.03, which is insufficient to be considered for any further action under the State of Texas 
Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Seven Points Sanitation 1979 
Mabank, Kaufman County 

NFA 
06/10/2013 

 
SETTING 
 
The Seven Points Sanitation landfill (the site) is an inactive landfill located on a 28-acre property in a 
sparsely-populated area approximately 3.5 miles northwest of Mabank, Kaufman County, Texas. 
 
 
HISTORY OF SITE 
 
The site is a former Type II municipal landfill that was permitted in 1978 to receive non-hazardous municipal wastes. 
The site was inspected numerous times by the Texas Department of Health (TDH; predecessor to the Texas 
Department of State Health Services) and received numerous documented compliance violations. A 1984 court 
injunction ordered the cessation of all activities, and the TDH permit was revoked in 1984. No closure activities or 
efforts to improve the condition of the landfill were completed, and the site was abandoned in poor condition. TCEQ 
enforcement efforts were exhausted. 
 
 
TCEQ RESEARCH 
The TDH conducted several inspections of the Site, including a sampling investigation in 1984. The United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) completed a Preliminary Assessment (PA) and a Site Inspection (SI) of 
the Site. As part of the SI, the US EPA collected seven on‐site soil samples, five off‐site sediment samples and four 
groundwater/drinking water samples to assess soil contamination and migratory pathways to surface water and 
groundwater. The SI analytical results detected soil concentrations of metals and alpha and gamma chlordane, an 
organochlorine pesticide, in the four on-site samples collected from the south pond area. Concentrations of zinc, 
manganese and dieldrin, a chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticide, were detected in the on‐site soil samples along the 
fence line near the southeast corner of the Site. A drinking water sample collected from a domestic well 650 feet west 
of the south pond detected iron, lead, manganese and zinc. A drinking water sample collected from a private off‐site 
domestic water well 1,000 feet south of the site entrance detected lead, and a drinking water sample collected from 
the on‐site domestic well 900 feet northeast of the south pond detected iron. Based on the results of the SI, the US 
EPA recommended No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) for the Site, and it was not included on the 
National Priorities List (NPL). The Site was referred to the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC, predecessor to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, aka: TCEQ). 
 
As a follow‐up to the SI, the TNRCC collected six well water samples and eleven soil samples from the site in 1997. 
The TNRCC sample results did not detect lead in any of the residential well water samples. The analyses of soil 
samples detected antimony, lead and manganese. 
 

 
 



 

In August 2011, a Limited Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) was conducted in order to determine 
whether evidence exists of the continued presence of various chemicals of concern (target COCs) that had been 
previously identified at the site. The results of the ESA revealed evidence of potential metals contamination 
associated with the site; specifically, the elevated concentrations involve the presence of mercury and lead in the soil 
samples in excess of the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Tier 1 Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs). 
Although all of the soil samples indicated the presence of lead and mercury at concentrations in excess of TRRP Tier 
1 GWSoiling PCL of 3.0 mg/Kg and 0.0078 mg/Kg, respectively, no elevated levels of any of the COCs were found in 
the sole groundwater sample collected from a private drinking water well located in the general proximity of, but 
upgradient from, the landfill area. Additionally, no exposure pathway exists to onsite soils as there are no residents 
onsite. Two private drinking water wells located downgradient and most proximal to the site were sampled in August 
2012 and analyzed for total petroleum hydrocarbons, metals, mercury and organochlorine pesticides. Only very low 
concentrations of some of the analytes were found. None of the results were in excess of the Texas Risk Reduction 
Program (TRRP) Tier 1 Residential Groundwater protective concentration levels (PCLs) or the applicable Primary 
Drinking Water Standards. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The sole pathway for exposure is the groundwater pathway. The critical pathway for HRS scoring is the also the 
groundwater pathway as the only targets for generating a site score are the few nearby private wells established to be 
well below applicable benchmarks. Based on the limited number of receptors, together with low levels of COCs 
observed in the critical pathway, the site generates an HRS score below 5 and is not eligible for State Superfund 
Program consideration. A No Further Action eligibility determination is made with the information available at this 
time. 

 
 

Texas Aircraft and Engines Enterprises Inc dba Sentry Chromec 1993 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

NFA 
04/04/2014 

 
SITE SETTING 
The Texas Aircraft and Engine Enterprises, Inc. Site (the site) is located at 2025 E. Rosedale Avenue in Fort Worth, 
Tarrant County, Texas. The site, also known as Sentry Chrome, is a commercial property comprised of a 0.44-acre lot 
with one building and a grass and gravel-covered area adjacent to the loading docks. Commercial properties border 
the site to the north, south and west, with the Highway 287 access road bordering the site on the east. Occupied and 
vacant residential properties are located within 150 feet upgradient from the site. The building is currently being used 
by the site owner as storage for automobiles and miscellaneous items. Metal fencing with a locked gate limits access 
to the building. 
 
SITE HISTORY 
Texas Aircraft and Engine, Inc. operated as a chrome plating and aircraft part refurbishing business from 1973 until 
1990. In 1982 the business operations and property were sold to David Stovall, and operations at the site began 
under the name Sentry Chrome. In 1993, the property was reverted back to the original owner, Mr. J.L. Moss, after 
Mr. Stovall resigned as an officer and director of Sentry Chrome. The building was leased by Alpha Concepts, Inc., a 
church, chapel, and auditorium wood seating manufacturing business, from 1995-1996. 
In 1982, Sentry Chrome notified Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC, a predecessor to 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality [TCEQ]), that seeps of chromic acid had been discovered coming from 
beneath the building at the facility. On March 31, 1984, the Texas Department of Water Resources entered into a 
Compliance Agreement with Texas Aircraft & Engine, Inc. dba Sentry Chrome. The Compliance Agreement specified 

 
 



 

corrective action to be taken to address the chromium contamination of soil and groundwater at the facility. The 
agreement required the installation of wells and pumps to flush the contaminated soil and groundwater. 
 
During a 1986 facility inspection, TNRCC Region 4 reported the continued leaching of chromic acid waste from 
beneath the building. According to a May 1992 notice of registration update, all plating operations ceased at the site 
in March 1990. No records have been located that precisely describe historical waste management practices used at 
the site while it was occupied by Texas Aircraft & Engine, Inc. or Sentry Chrome. 
 
In a March 1990 inspection report, a TNRCC regional inspection noted that the 1984 Compliance Agreement required 
that three injection wells, two recover wells, and a sump-and-pump system be operated to facilitate the flushing of 
sands beneath the building. The inspector noted that water was supposed to be injected into the system each 
working day; however, personnel on site told the inspector that injection had been done only at irregular intervals. 
 
In December 1996, the TCEQ Industrial and Hazardous Waste Enforcement Screening Committee determined that 
enforcement was no longer an effective route of remedy for the site because Mr. Moss was elderly and in poor health; 
therefore, the case was referred to the Pollution Cleanup Division. 
 
In October 1997 the TNRCC conducted a Site Screening Inspection (SSI) at the site. Soil and sediment samples 
were collected at the site and along the overland migration pathway. The samples were collected to characterize 
source areas and assess the presence of contaminants along the overland migration pathway. Based on the soil 
sample results, the highest concentration of chromium on site was 70,700 mg/kg. 
 
In March 2005 the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommended a designation of no further 
remedial action planned (NFRAP) in the Superfund program and referred the site to the State of Texas for potential 
remediation under State Programs. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION 
On July 31, 2013 the TCEQ conducted a State Screening sampling event at the site. EA Engineering collected three 
soil samples plus a duplicate from off-site locations and three sediment samples plus a duplicate from off-site 
locations. The collected soil and sediment samples were analyzed for metals and mercury. Analytical results from the 
collected sediment and soil samples were compared to the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Protective 
Concentration Limits (PCLs) for residential properties. The analytical results did not reveal detections of chemicals 
that exceeded the TRRP Residential PCLs. Based upon the analytical results, the TCEQ determined that the 
chemicals of concern (COCs) for the site include arsenic; barium; cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, nickel, 
silver and zinc. These chemicals were detected in the soil and sediment samples but were at levels below the TRRP 
Residential PCLs. The results from all media were also compared to the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) 
values. Values for arsenic were elevated in all soil and sediment samples; however, an observed release was not 
established when compared to background sample concentrations. 
 
On the day of the State Screening sampling event, the TCEQ spoke with the current owner of the site, Jeremy 
Blackwell. Mr. Blackwell stated that he is currently in the construction business and travels throughout Texas for his 
business. He stated that he uses the site building only to store materials and equipment for his construction business 
and that there are no operations being conducted at the site. Mr. Blackwell stated that the last tenant to occupy the 
building performed auto repairs and restoration. He also stated that he was leaving the site to attend a business 
meeting but agreed to allow the TCEQ to inspect the interior of the building at a later date. At a pre-arranged site visit 
on August 23, 2013 the TCEQ met with one of Mr. Blackwell’s employees who, with Mr. Blackwell’s permission, 
allowed the TCEQ to access the interior of the building. Several inoperative vehicles were located in the area of the 
building which had been identified in earlier reports as the location of the pretreatment tanks and the plating vats. 
Miscellaneous auto parts and supplies, as well as various other equipment, tools and debris were found throughout 
the building. No drums, vats or tanks were observed. 

 
 



 

 
CONCLUSION 
After the TCEQ review of the historical information, together with the results of the July 2013 SSDAP State Screening 
sampling event for which COC concentrations were below TRRP PCL values and no significant concentrations were 
observed that would generate a qualifying HRS score, a State Superfund eligibility determination of No Further Action 
(NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

National Chrome Plating 2000 
Dallas, Dallas County 

NFA 
04/16/2008 

 
TCEQ completed an immediate removal of four drums of waste (one hazardous, three nonhazardous), and one tank 
of nonhazardous waste oil on May 14, 2004. The site had been secured from unauthorized entry during fiscal year 
2003. A sampling investigation was conducted on-site and off-site on August 6, 2003 to determine if sufficient targets 
had been affected from releases of hazardous substances for the site to be scored as a state superfund site. A total 
of twelve soil and five sediment samples were collected using stainless steel trowels and/or plastic scoops and plastic 
bags. Based on the off-site sediment sample results, no release of hazardous substances was documented along the 
Surface Water Migration Pathway. Based on the on-site and off-site sample results, a release of hazardous 
substances was documented along the Soil Exposure Pathway. The contaminants of concern are chromium, lead, 
mercury, and zinc with maximum concentrations of 932mg/kg, 255mg/kg, 65300mg/kg, and 625mg/kg respectively. 
There are three contaminated stockpiles of soil and debris remaining on site. Despite being secured by a fence, 
transients continue to use this property. Due to a lack of targets, the site does not score for state superfund. SSDAT 
staff recommends that this site be given a "No Further Action" designation. 

 
 

Hargrove Flying Service (Old Site) 2006 
Anson, Jones County 

NFA 
04/12/2007 

 
A SSI was completed for the Hargrove Flying Services site in Jones County during December 1999.  The 
site had a PREScore 4.1 Site Score of 0.64.  Since the site scored well below the 5.0 level to be eligible 
as a State Superfund Site, the site is designated as "No Further Action". 
 

 
 

Gulf States Paint Company 2007 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
10/30/2015 

 
Gulf States Paint Company (the site) is located on the south side of Houston, about 8 miles from downtown, at 12230 
Robin Blvd. in Harris County. The site is approximately 2 acres in size. The surrounding area is generally 
commercial/industrial in nature, but there is a residential development property 1,000 feet west of the site. The site is 
bordered to the northeast by Robin Blvd. and is surrounded by other industrial companies. The site is generally flat 
but drains into two storm water ditches that flow to Sims Bayou, which is approximately 0.25 mile to the southeast. 

 
 



 

The site is currently an inactive site and has been inactive since October 28, 1998. The facility manufactured both 
solvent and water based paint from the 1950’s until October 1998 when a Temporary Court Injection forced the 
company to suspend operations based on the failure to comply with Houston fire code, building code, and state and 
local environmental laws outlined below. 
On March 27, 1991, the Houston Fire Department requested an investigation at the Gulf States Paint Company. The 
alleged problem was 100 drums in various conditions, with some leaking paint. 
On April 22, 1991, the TNRCC conducted an investigation and met with the facility’s president, Gerald Goldberg. 
Paint spills were observed on the building’s floor and running out the back of the building. 
On October, 11, 24, 30, and November 14, 1991, the TCEQ conducted a compliance evaluation inspection of the site. 
The report documents that Gulf States failed to address the non-compliances listed from the previous investigation, 
and documented several other violations. The investigator documented a spill of spent solvent hazardous waste, Gulf 
States Paint Company failed to respond to a leaking drum of hazardous waste. 
On October 30, 1991 TCEQ conducted a sampling event on site. Approximately 15 hazardous substances were 
detected on-site such as arsenic, cadmium, chromium, lead mercury, pentachlorophenol, toluene, xylene, ethyl 
benzene, 2-methyl heptane, methyl naphthalene, 1,2,4 trimethylbenzene, hexadecanoic acid, decane, 
(2-methylpropyl) cyclohexane, C4-benzenes, and decahydronaphthalene. 
On January 16, 1992, a Notice of Violation letter was issued to Gerald Goldberg, President, Gulf States Paint 
Company. 
On March 27, 1992, the TNRCC issued a “Notice of Executive Director’s Preliminary Report and Petition for a Texas 
Water Commission Order Assessing Administrative Penalties and Requiring Certain Actions of Gulf States Paint 
Company”. 
On January 19, 1993, Groundwater Services, Inc. proposed steps that Gulf States Paint Company should take to 
address areas of noncompliance with the TNRCC. 
On June 25, 1998, the trustee of the estate of Gulf States Paint Company submitted a “Motion for Authority to 
Abandon Property.” The motion sought authority to abandon all paint and waste paint inventory. 
In September 1999, The EPA conducted a screening site inspection (SSI) on the site.. Sampling analysis results 
confirmed hazardous substances such as barium, cadmium, cobalt, chromium, copper, lead, manganese, mercury, 
nickel, zinc, cyanide, trichloroethene, toluene, and Aroclor-1254 in soil and sediments. Some of the chemicals found 
in the on-site soils were also found in the sediment samples collected from the ditches, confirming the observed 
release to Sims Bayou. 
On March 30, 2000, two on-site warehouses containing approximately 4,000 dilapidated and leaking drums and other 
containers. Drainage ditches were impounded in order to contain contaminant runoff from fire-fighting activities. 
TCEQ and Houston Fire Department officials (HFD) requested the EPA’s assistance in extinguishing the fire at the 
site due to the release of hazardous substances to the air. In order to protect the public from the toxic fumes being 
released from the fire, HFD ordered an evacuation of approximately 1,200 residents in the vicinity of the site. EPA 
approved the emergency time critical removal action. After the fire was put out there were still more than 1,000 
drums, three tanks, and miscellaneous debris remaining on site. 
In May 2000, EPA removed drums, buckets, and paint containers. Contaminated materials were removed and placed 
in roll off bins and sent to appropriate disposal facilities. Soil sampling to determine off-site migration of hazardous 
contaminants indicated two impacted areas. The soils in these areas were excavated and disposed of. 
A site visit was conducted by TCEQ on October 20, 2008, to assess current conditions at the site. The site was noted 
to be inactive and abandoned and unsecured with unobstructed entry to the site. Several changes were noted from a 
previous site visit in December 2004. The used tires, construction debris, yard cuttings, and several 55-gallon drums 
noted in 2004 had been removed and the site appeared to be fairly clean. The other two warehouse were noted to be 
empty and in good condition. It appeared that some form of cleanup activities had taken place at the site in recent 
time, but no activity was going on at the site on the day of the site visit. Previous attempts to contact company officials 
by mail have not been successful. 
On May 20, 2014, the TCEQ SSDAP collected six sediment samples off- site along Sims Bayou. Samples were 
analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) semivolatile organic compounds (SVOCs), pesticides, 

 
 



 

poly-chlorinated biphenols (PCBs), and metals. All sediment sample results were below the levels of required 
performance established in the site field sampling plan (FSP). 
Conclusion 
The analytical results from the SSDAP State Screening sampling event conducted in May 2014 indicate no observed 
releases to sediment or soil that would generate a qualifying Hazard Ranking System (HRS) site score or warrant 
further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the 
information available at this time. 

 
 

 
H & H Spraying Service - Dodd Fertilizer Company 2010 

Dodd, Castro County 
Active 

01/25/2008 
 

On January 24, 2008, the Wilbur-Ellis company was contacted at 806-965-2338. Ms. Susan Templeton confirmed that 
the site was currently active and an agricultural fertilizer and pesticide supply and application company. Since the site 
is active, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Border Aerial Applicators; Sun Valley Dusting Inc; Rio Life Christian Center 2016 
Los Fresnos, Cameron County 

NFA 
12/14/2016 

 
Site Description: 
Border Aerial Applicators is located in Laureles, a census designated place, near Los Fresnos, Cameron County, 
Texas. The site includes three properties totaling seven acres, and is located in a residential and agricultural area. It 
is bordered to the north by 10 residences, to the south by one residence, to the east by a ditch and a railroad, and to 
the west by FM 1575. Directly across FM 1575 are agricultural fields and residences. A fence borders the north side 
of the site on the west side of the hangar. A small ditch borders the north side of the site on the east side of the 
hangar. Bordering the entire southern edge of the site is a canal that runs from FM 1575 to a ditch west of the site. 
Another ditch runs along the western edge of the site outside the fence along FM 1575. The site has two buildings: a 
hangar and a trailer. The hangar is now used for storage, and the trailer was not accessible. 
 
Past Operations: 
Secretary of State Records indicate Border Aerial Applicators filed as a business in 1976 and forfeited existence in 
1987. The company was sold to Sun Valley Dusting, Inc. around 1984. Cameron County Appraisal District Records 
show the property on which Border Aerial Applicators and Sun Valley Dusting, Inc. operated, was deeded to Mr. 
David Allen Stevenson in 1999, and then deeded to the present owner, Rio Life Christian Center in 2005, which uses 
the property for youth recreational programs. The frequency that Rio Life Christian Center uses the property varies 
based on the school year. 
 
Past Inspections: 
An EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) was conducted in January 
1986, and the site was sampled by Ecology & Environment in November 1999 during a Site Status and Release 
Assessment. Three onsite samples were collected: BA01, four feet from the southeast corner of the office/trailer 
along the drainage path toward the southern canal; BA02, 14 feet from the southeast corner of the hangar; and BA03, 
136 feet northwest of the hangar identified in the 1986 report as the stained runoff path. One background sample 

 
 



 

(BA04) was collected 0.8 mile from the site in an agricultural field across FM1575. Arsenic, toxaphene, and dieldrin 
were each detected above background in at least one of the soil samples. All samples contained arsenic above the 
Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) soil exposure benchmark. Samples BA01 and BA03 contained toxaphene 
and dieldrin above their respective SCDM soil exposure benchmark levels. TCEQ Superfund personnel performed a 
Re-Assessment site reconnaissance on December 13, 2011. TCEQ personnel did not observe concrete or soil stains 
or areas of distressed vegetation. The potential pathway of concern is the soil exposure pathway based on elevated 
concentrations of dieldrin, toxaphene and arsenic. The site is bordered by residences to the north, south and east. 
The closest school is located 1.5 miles from the site. 
TCEQ SSDAP conducted a site sampling on August 5-6, 2013 of surface soil from several locations around the site 
and from three residences, totaling 10 samples. Two background samples were collected additionally. Toxaphene 
was detected above its SCDM value at the residential property across FM 1575 from the site (SO-08), the residence 
to the north of the site (SO-10), and in five onsite samples (SO-01, SO-02, SO-04, SO-05, and SOSO-06). Dieldrin 
was detected above SCDM in the residential sample across FM 1575 (SO-08) and two onsite samples (SO-03 and 
SO-04). 4,4-DDE was detected above SCDM in the residential sample across FM 1575 (SO-08) and in one onsite 
sample (SO-03). Arsenic was above SCDM in all samples, including the background samples. 
The TCEQ conducted additional sampling activities in support of the State Screening on July 14 and 15, 2014. 
Twelve soil samples were collected from locations onsite and offsite on a vacant field immediately west of FM 1575. 
Analytical results indicate the following: Arsenic exceeded its LORP (24 milligrams per kilogram [mg/kg]) in samples 
SO-14 (123 mg/kg) and SO-17 (43.5 mg/kg); 4,4’-Dichlorodiphenyldichloroethane (DDD) exceeded its LORP (2.70 
mg/kg) in sample SO-17 (8.33 mg/kg); 4,4’-DDE exceeded its LORP (1.90 mg/kg) in samples SO-13 (2.82 mg/kg), 
SO-14 (2.90 mg/kg), SO-16 (3.64 mg/kg), SO-17 (20.0 mg/kg), and SO-25 (3.35 mg/kg); dieldrin exceeded its LORP 
(0.04 mg/kg) in samples SO-13 (2.40 mg/kg), SO-16 (0.620 mg/kg), SO-17 (1.08 mg/kg), SO-18 (0.214 mg/kg), and 
SO-25 (2.83 mg/kg); and toxaphene exceeded its LORP (0.58 mg/kg) in samples SO-13 (2.63 mg/kg), SO-14 (226 
mg/kg), SO-16 (11.9 mg/kg), SO-17 (39.4 mg/kg), and SO-18 (9.64 mg/kg). 
The TCEQ conducted a removal assessment in January 2016. Consistent with project objectives to address imminent 
threats of exposure, the removal assessment specifically focused on an approximate 1.5-acre area at the western 
portion of the site — former process areas that are adjacent to currently populated properties and areas in use by the 
current property owner. For the source area and the adjoining vacant field immediately to the west of the FM 1575, 
soil samples were collected using grid patterns of 70-by-70-foot and 35-by-35-foot. Within each grid, five soil borings 
were advanced, and soil aliquots were collected from five intervals: Zero to 6 inches below ground surface (bgs); 6 to 
12 inches bgs; 12 to 18 inches bgs; 18 to 24 inches bgs; and 24 to 30 inches bgs. One of the five soil borings in each 
grid was located near the middle of the grid, and the four remaining soil borings were located near the middle of each 
grid quarter. Only aliquots from each specific depth interval and within each grid were homogenized into a composite 
sample corresponding to a specific depth interval. All five soil aliquots from the 0 to 6 inch interval within each grid 
were combined and homogenized as sample one, then all five soil aliquots from the 6 to 12 inch interval within the 
same grid were combined as sample two, etc., until all five composite samples were collected from the five depth 
intervals for each grid. 
 
Removal Action: 
Based on the results of the January 2016 removal assessment sampling, the TCEQ excavated the contaminated soil 
July 11-August 2, 2016 using the aforementioned grid system, going as deep as 30 inches bgs where needed. 
Based on the results of the waste characterization samples and the approved waste profiles submitted to the disposal 
facilities, the waste was classified as either Class 2 non-hazardous or hazardous waste, and sent to the appropriate 
disposal facility. A total of 3046.73 tons of Class 2 non-hazardous waste and 74.189 tons of hazardous waste were 
excavated from the site. Excavated areas were covered with backfill material, leveled, compacted, and seeded with 
Hancock Common Bermuda Mixture with millet seed. The removal action was completed August 5, 2016, and TCEQ 
performed a walkthrough on August 9, 2016. 
 
No Further Action Recommendation: 

 
 



 

This site is recommended for No Further Action, as the contaminated soil in the 1.5-acre western portion of the 
property and area in the vacant field across from the site, have been removed and replaced with clean backfill, 
eliminating exposure to the site owners. 
 

 
 

John Collum Property 2058 
Poolville, Parker County 

NFA 
11/20/2015 

 
Site Setting 
The John Collum Property site is the location of a former aluminum smelting operation and also a salvage yard and 
metal recovery facility. The site is in Poolville, Parker County, on the north side of Erwin Road, about 800 ft. east of 
the intersection of Brown Lane and Erwin Lane. The property is currently a vacant tract of land, approximately 7.685 
acres in size. The location of the site is rural with open fields and thick vegetation dominating the area. 
 
Site History 
From 1980 to 1984, Mr. Roy Rogers owned the property and conducted an aluminum smelting operation called 
Rogers Aluminum Smelter. In 1984, Mr. John T. Collum, Sr. acquired the property and is still the current owner 
according to the Parker County Deed and Records Office. Mr. Collum, Sr. operated the site as a salvage yard and 
metal recovery facility until August 6, 1987, when an onsite fire destroyed most of the metal recovery units. Mr. 
Collum Sr. was arrested and held in the Parker County Jail from June 28, 1992 until November 7, 1994 when he was 
transferred to the Texas Department of Corrections to serve two 20 year sentences for two counts of capital murder. 
Mr. John Collum, Sr. is now deceased, but still listed as the owner of the property. 
 
Following a January 2006 investigation, Mr. John Collum Jr indicated that his father transferred the site and several 
other pieces of property to his attorney, Mr. George Thompson. However, according the Parker County Deed and 
Records Office, no records of such a transfer exist. Mr. Collum, Sr. and Mr. Thompson are both currently deceased. 
Taxes are delinquent on the property and have been since 1989. As Mr. John Collum, Sr. is still listed as the owner no 
viable owner exists for the property. On December 27, 1993 a brush fire destroyed all remaining wooden structures 
and ignited most of the combustible organic wastes, magnesium wastes and surface vegetation, according to the site 
inspection report conducted by the TCEQ on March 14, 1995. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On August 6, 1987, Ecology and Environment, Inc. conducted a site visit for the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Region IV due to the report of a magnesium fire by the Parker County Fire Department. Drums suspected of 
containing magnesium and aluminum alloy burned through the night. The drums appeared to have ignited after a 
person using a torch to cut up an old tank truck sent sparks flying into some dry grass. During the site inspection, air 
monitoring was conducted showing no readings above background. Large piles of whitish-gray ash were observed 
and various types of scrap. Approximately 200-500 drums were located in the northeast corner of the site containing 
residual products and placarded with hazardous waste stickers. On the west side of the site several drums containing 
a resin-like substance were about ¾ full and were leaking due to bullet holes. A brick incinerator was located on the 
north side of the site and surrounded by large piles of ash. Ash piles were observed at intervals all over the site. 
Several large cast iron cauldrons were also observed and suspected of being used to melt scrap metal and reclaim it 
for sale. Four samples were taken: a background soil sample, a sample of the burned drums, a composite ash 
sample, and a sample of the resin substance. Soil samples collected during the assessment detected concentrations 
of aluminum (46,275 mg/kg), magnesium (191,049 mg/kg), 1,1,1–trichloroethane (0.125 mg/kg), and ethylbenzene 
(0.07 mg/kg). At the time of the site inspection, access to the site was not properly restricted. There was barbed wire 
fencing on three sides of the property, but no fence along the south side, along Erwin Road. 

 
 



 

 
On January 2, 1990, a site inspection report, Identification and Preliminary Assessment, and Superfund Site Strategy 
Recommendation were sent to the EPA from Mr. William Taylor of the Superfund Section at the TCEQ. In the report it 
is suggested that no further action be conducted under the superfund program based on HRS scoring. The 
hazardous substances during the site inspection appeared to be TCE and magnesium. During correspondence with 
Mr. John Collum, Sr., it was discovered that the ash piles were from previous magnesium recovery efforts. It was also 
reported that General Dynamics sold wastes to Mr. Collum including honeycomb aluminum, cardboard boxes, 
wooden packing crates, and empty lubrication and hydraulic fluid drums. The only waste generated onsite were 
materials that could not be salvaged and remained onsite. All waste materials brought to the site were transported by 
Mr. Collum. Waste materials that were observed onsite included: drums, wood paneling, wooden crates, honeycomb 
aluminum and cardboard, which were all stored in piles. About 100 drums containing a black waxy solid and drums 
containing magnesium powder and DION (a polyester resin) were also present. There were also scrap piles of iron 
and steel. There was a total of over 12,000 gallons of waste from all the drums present onsite, but the total quantity of 
solids was undetermined. Several buildings, or the remains of buildings, were observed during the inspection, 
including a house in which an unknown tenant appeared to reside. The only potential threat that was determined at 
that time was the threat of fire due to the magnesium ash and scrap. 
 
On January 6 and 7, 1994, the Mr. Thomas Knode and Mr. James D. Thompson conducted a Superfund Site 
Discovery Inspection of the site based on a referral from the EPA. According to a Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC) Interoffice Memorandum (memo) dated March 14, 1995, composite ash samples 
were collected by TNRCC Region IV investigators on January 27, 1994. The ash samples detected concentrations of 
aluminum (109,000 mg/kg) and magnesium (106,000 mg/kg). Magnesium and aluminum ash/slag piles, steel 
drums/pails containing unknown liquid wastes, hardened resinous material, and construction debris were reported at 
the site by the investigators. A fire reported on December 27, 1993, destroyed the buildings noted in the previous site 
inspection in 1990 and ignited most of the combustible organic wastes. The memo concluded that the site be referred 
to State Superfund Program because hazardous materials were present at the site and enforcement for remediation 
was not a viable option since the property owner was serving time in prison. 
 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Region IV and Parker County Environmental Investigators 
conducted an investigation on December 30, 2005, because of a complaint that 150 corroded steel drums containing 
wastes were located on the property, piles of wastes were on the ground, and vegetation was dead in the areas 
where the drums and waste piles were located. The investigation reported numerous piles of wastes and 
approximately 300 corroded steel drums spread throughout the site. Most of the drums were half to three-quarters full 
of a hardened resin-type material. A large plating vat, marked "H20 Rinse" was located northwest of the burnt house 
and yellow residue was found on the ground near the vat. Additionally, insulating material was found throughout the 
site. 
 
Between December 30, 2005, and January 10, 2006, the TCEQ Region IV conducted an investigation and wrote a 
report which was delivered to the Field Operations Division’s Waste Section Manager on April 4, 2006 based on a 
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum. Wastes were observed on the property. The property still did not have proper 
restricted access, but was fenced on three sides. The site was heavily vegetated at the time of the site visit. An 
inspector for the Texas Department of State Health Services collected samples of the insulating material because it 
was thought to contain asbestos. However, the results came back negative. In addition, a sample of insulating 
material and two samples of gray ash-textured slag were collected from inside an old furnace. The analytical results 
from the samples did not detect asbestos. The concentrations of metals in the samples did not exceed the Texas Risk 
Reduction Program (TRRP) residential soil Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs); however since the waste onsite 
had never been properly characterized the decision was made to further investigate and characterize the waste 
onsite. 
 

 
 



 

In June, 2009, the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) conducted a sampling event. 
The site was still heavily vegetated with some vegetation reaching about shoulder height. Waste materials including 
the drums, many of which contained various amounts of a hard resin material, were scattered throughout the site. 
During the event, four groundwater samples were collected from private wells to the north, south, east, and west of 
the site, five sediment samples were collected from a creek approximately 0.5 mile east of the site, and 24 soil 
samples were collected from the site. The groundwater, soil, and surface water migration pathways were evaluated 
and it was attempted to characterize the waste that was still onsite. None of the chemicals of concern (arsenic, 
barium, cadmium, chromium, ethylbenzene, lead, mercury, selenium, silver and 1,1,1-trichloroethane) exceeded 
TRRP residential soil PCLs. The nearest public water system (PWS 1840082), is inactive and it is located between 
one and two miles from the site. PWS 1840017 and PWS 1840076 are located between three and four miles from the 
site. Both PWS are owned by Aquasource Utility, Inc. PWS 1840017 supplies water to 69 people. PWS 1840076 
supplies 87 water to people. The surface water run-off from the site generally flows north to northeast and migrates 
into an unnamed intermittent tributary of the Clear Fork Trinity River The nearest surface water intake is at Lake 
Weatherford, which is located approximately 18 miles away from the site. According to information from Trinity River 
Authority, the Clear Fork Trinity River becomes perennial approximately 11 miles from the site. There are no wetlands 
along the Clear Fork Trinity River within the 15-mile target distance limit from the site. 
 
Conclusion 
Although waste materials were still present onsite in 2009, no significant concentrations of hazardous substances 
were detected in environmental media. Based on the sample results from the 2009 SSDAP sampling event, the lack 
of receptors in the area, and the lack of significant on-site source(s) requiring a removal action, an eligibility 
determination of No Further Action is concluded by TCEQ based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Phillips Petroleum Chemical Company Dumas Plant 2083 
Dumas, Moore County 

Active 
03/31/2009 

 
Based on the record search and telephone (806-935-8670), the site is an active facility. The company is being 
regulated under different programs in TCEQ. 
Since the site is an active facility, it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
  

Rowland Dusters Old Site 2084 
La Sara, Willacy 

NFA 
02/13/2012 

 
Site Setting 
Rowland Dusters (site) is located near Lasara, Texas, 2.0 miles west of FM 1015 and 1.0 mile south of Texas 
Highway 186 (26.46611° N, 97.943889° W). The site is situated on approximately 15 acres in a rural area surrounded 
by cultivated farmland, with County Road 2900 W on its northern boundary, County Road 40 on its eastern boundary, 
and County Road 2800 W on its southern boundary. 
 
A grass runway, 1,320 feet long and oriented south to north, extended along the entire length of the site. The northern 
half of the site contained cultivated farmland. The southern half of the site contained two residences, two hangars, 
and a concrete operations platform. The north residence was the original homestead. Both north and south 
residences are currently uninhabited and in poor condition. A concrete pad was the only visible evidence left from the 

 
 



 

north hangar. A storage shed attached to the north hangar no longer exists. The south hangar appeared structurally 
sound, but was not accessible; all door and windows were locked. The operations platform contained a concrete mix 
tank and an aboveground water storage tank. The southern portion of the site used to have three aboveground fuel 
storage tanks and two underground storage tanks (UST). A concrete-lined irrigation canal runs parallel to the south 
hangar. 
 
Additional items of concern previously recorded were approximately 30 automotive and aircraft batteries stored along 
the south wall of the south hangar, a storage area south of the hangars where approximately 50 pesticide and other 
unidentified 55-gallon drums were stacked in front of a miscellaneous refuse, a small area among a clump of trees 
south of the hangars where several severely rusted 55-gallon drums were disposed of, and a small burned spot in the 
southeast corner of the site. 
 
One ground water well was located on-site. It was constructed in the 1920s and served the entire region from 
1920-1930s. The well was abandoned in the 1930s. No other wells were identified on-site. 
 
Site History 
Bennard Rowland Sr. purchased the site property, including the original homestead, and formed Rowland Dusters in 
1946. The Rowland family lived on-site and operated the business until 1975. The north hangar was constructed prior 
to 1954. The south hangar and two USTs were placed on-site in 1959. Between 1954 and 1962, the south residence 
was constructed. The operations platform was constructed between 1962 and 1982. Bennard Rowland II acquired 
Rowland Dusters in 1965 and in 1975 moved the business operations to a nearby location. Since 1975, the site was 
used both by Mrs. Rowland Sr. as her residence, and by Mr. Rowland II as a remote storage location for current 
Rowland Duster’s business operations and for practice landings on the runway. 
 
Rowland Dusters was a family operation. Mr. Rowland Sr. flew the planes, and Mr. Rowland II performed most of the 
mixing and loading operations. Activity was cyclic during the site’s operating history. The following chemicals were 
used by Rowland Dusters during the 30 years of operation at the site: dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT), 
benzene hexachloride (BHC), Azatrin, Paris Green, calcium arsenic, toxaphene, and methyl parathion. All chemicals 
used on-site reportedly were purchased by the farmers from chemical suppliers and delivered to the site by either the 
supplier or the farmer. Chemicals were stored on the operations platform and in the hangars until needed. Mr. 
Rowland reported that operations were primitive during the 1960s and no platforms were used for mixing and loading 
operations. Dusts were delivered in paper sacks and the empty sacks were burned on-site. The planes were 
commonly mopped down to remove arsenic dusts. 
 
In 1966, the business switched from using dusts to using liquid mixtures. Liquid chemicals were poured into mixing 
tanks, mixed with water from the canal, loaded onto the planes, and sprayed on the crops. Liquid containers were not 
washed and were stored on-site until the farmer or supplier picked them up. Empty containers that were not retrieved 
were reportedly taken to the local landfill. Mrs. Rowland Sr. reported that the drums stored behind the south hangar 
are sold by her son. Rinsates from mixing and loading tanks were reportedly applied on crops. No evaporation pits 
are known to have been used at the site. 
 
 
TCEQ Research 
A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification report was completed for the site on July 31, 1986, by Engineering 
Science, Inc (ES). The report stated four aboveground tanks and one mixing tank were visible from the adjacent road. 
In addition, several old metal and a few new plastic 55-gallon drums were stored at the site, with a canal located 
south of these drums. All chemicals available during that time period were used at the site except arsenic acid. 
 
Based on the information reported in 1986, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary 
Assessment was conducted in December 1987 by means of telephone conversations with ES and a windshield 

 
 



 

survey. The report indicated the apparent seriousness of the problem as “unknown” and recommended a low-priority 
site inspection (SI) to determine the contents of the drums and mixing tanks, aircraft loading methods, and 
container/rinsates disposal practices. Potential hazards associated with the site were soil contamination from leaky 
drums and pesticides improperly handled during the operation of the dusting facility. In addition, a canal runs adjacent 
to the site providing a migratory route for potentially contaminated surface water. 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Tentative Disposition 
January 1988, which recommended the Texas Water Commission (TWC) to be tasked with a SI to further evaluate 
the impact this site had on human health and the environment. Specifically, the inspection was to determine if there 
was a “release or substantial threat of release into the environment of any pollutant or contaminant which may 
present an imminent and substantial danger to the public health or welfare.” 
 
During the on-site reconnaissance inspection on May 29, 1991, pesticide odors were observed at the operations 
platform, the drum and refuse storage area, the drum disposal area among the trees, and the burn spot. The on-site 
sampling inspection was conducted on July 31, 1991 by ES. A total of six soil samples were collected during this 
inspection to characterize the sources of potential contamination and to assess their impact on the soil exposure 
pathway. The samples were analyzed to total arsenic, organochlorine pesticides, organophosphate pesticides, and 
herbicide compounds. Arsenic was detected in each soil sample at concentrations ranging from 1.80-6.20 mg/kg. 
However, these values were less than the 7.00 mg/kg arsenic concentration detected in the background soil sample. 
No pesticide or herbicide compounds were found in any of the samples at concentrations above detection limits. 
 
Based on the investigation performed during the 1991 SI, ES concluded that contamination at the site appeared 
minimal in magnitude and confined to the soil. Soil exposure was limited to the few individuals who visit or live at the 
site. There were no surface water or ground water targets, and an air pathway does not exist. Therefore, it was 
recommended that no further action be taken at the site. However, since the site was still being used as a remote 
storage facility for Rowland Dusters’ current operations, it was also recommended that the TWC continue to monitor 
site activities. 
 
Mr. Bennard Rowland II was contacted by the TCEQ on November 7, 2011 concerning the site. Mr. Rowland II stated 
the land surrounding the site is currently being farmed. He also stated that there is no longer a landing strip on-site, 
and there has not been one for about 25 years. To his knowledge, there are no pesticides being used or stored 
on-site. There are no private wells being used either, and the water in the area is provided by North Alamo Water 
Supply. Mr. Rowland II was informed that a site visit would be conducted on November 9, 2011. 
 
On November 9, 2011, Mr. James Haley and Ms. Anna Lund of the TCEQ Superfund Section conducted a site visit at 
the site. The site is not fenced in and there were no gates or locks preventing access to the property. There appeared 
to be recent access to the property based on visible tire tracks throughout the site and empty shotgun shells located 
along County Road 40. Both residences were uninhabited and in poor condition. The landing strip was slightly visible, 
and did not appear to have been used recently. The north hangar and shed attached to it no longer exist; a concrete 
foundation is all that remains. The south hangar was not accessible. All windows and doors were locked. The 
concrete operations platform on the south end of the site is still present, as well as the refuse burn drum behind the 
north residence. The aboveground storage tanks located in front of the south residence were no longer on-site. 
 
Additional items of concern previously recorded were: automotive and aircraft batteries stored along the south wall of 
the south hangar, a storage area south of the hangars where pesticide and other unidentified 55-gallon drums were 
stacked, a small area among a clump of trees south of the hangars where several severely rusted 55-gallon drums 
were disposed of, and a small burned spot in the southeast corner of the site. None of these items were on-site 
during the site visit and no stains or burned spots were visible. In addition, no areas of contamination or devegetation 
were observed either. Pesticide odors were not detected at the operations platform, the drum and refuse storage 
area, or the drum disposal area. 

 
 



 

 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on January 18, 2012, the current determination for the site is no 
further action is recommended for the State Superfund Program because there are no indications that releases of 
hazardous substances have occurred at the site and no imminent threat exists. 

 
 

Chocolate Bayou Company dba Farms of Texas Company II Warehouse Seed Treatment 2094 
Alvin, Brazoria County 

Active 
11/17/2009 

 
The site is located near the downtown area of the City of Alvin, Texas. The site is privately owned and has operated 
at this location since 1956. The Company decided to change its name to Rice Select about 20 years ago but the 
company business remained the same. The Company’s major operations are packaging of rice for consumers and 
treatment of rice seed for the rice growers. The packaged rice is sold under the Rice Select brand name and is 
available locally at major grocery store chains. The entire site area consists of approximately 5 acres of urban land. 
 
The site was visited by TCEQ representative Andy Bajwa and Lam Tran on October 21, 2009. During the site visit, 
Ms. Sue Kelso, the company office manager, was interviewed. She stated that one part of the company business 
consists of purchasing rice from the local growers, processing and packaging the rice, and then selling it through the 
grocery stores under the brand name “Rice Select”. The other part of the business involves treating the rice seed and 
selling the seed to the rice growers. She mentioned that the company ownership and company business has not 
changed since it started operations at this location about 60 years ago. She also stated that the storage of the rice 
requires regular fumigation and due to food safety concerns associated with the storage of the fumigators, it has been 
company practice for many years to hire a professional fumigation company to fumigate the storage area. Currently, a 
Houston based company called “Degas” is under contract to perform regular fumigation. 
 
Based on the TCEQ investigation of October 21, 2009 the site is currently an active site and is not eligible under the 
State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Tide Products Inc; Wilbur-Ellis; owner Don Bensten care of Rio Properties 2110 
Edinburg, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
02/15/2012 

 
Setting 
The Tide Products, Inc. former facility (site) is 15.57 acres in size and consists of a brick building, an open shed, a 
small block building and numerous concrete foundations. The site is located in a mixed residential/commercial area in 
the northeastern portion of Edinburg and is bordered by US 281 (North Closner Boulevard) to the west, North 14th 
Place to the east, East Schunior Street to the south and East Chavez Street to the north. 
 
History 
Tide Products incorporated in 1959. In 1986 the name was changed to Southern Financial Services, Inc. Tide 
Products, Inc. was dissolved in 1997. In 2008, Southern Financial Services, Inc. merged with Rio Properties, Inc., the 
current owner. 
 

 
 



 

Tide Products, Inc. was in operation from approximately 1959 until 1997. The major activities included the sale of 
pesticides, fertilizers, and other chemicals. According to Mrs. Rebecca Phillips (Telephone Memo to File, July 8, 
2011), daughter of the founder of Tide Products, Inc. the late Mr. Don Bentsen, the facility stored pesticides and 
mixed fertilizers. 
 
Based on a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment report completed on 
November 14, 1986, the site was the location of numerous structures and tanks of various purposes and capacities. 
An office was located on the southwestern corner of the site and three operations/storage buildings bordered the 
southern section of the site. The potential sources at the site consisted of numerous containers that may have 
contained pesticides or pesticide residues. The investigators observed numerous tanks of various purposes and 
capacities, the contents of which were not specified. Above ground storage tanks were located north of the entrance 
drive and south of the entrance drive. Portable tanks and other tank trailers with unknown contents were parked on 
the western side of the site. An old storage building was located on the northwest corner of the site. Tank trailers and 
other items, including drums that were labeled as containing Cythion (an insecticide), and plastic buckets, were on 
the ground in areas located along the northern perimeter of the site and east of the old storage building. A loading 
area or former loading area was located in the northern section of the site. Portions of the loading area were 
unvegetated, including the area where the pesticide containers were located. An unvegetated runoff path (unspecified 
location), which might indicate contaminated soil or contaminated run-off, was observed at the site. The investigator 
noted that this unvegetated path was not near any entrance gate. 
 
Monitoring well installation, groundwater and soil sampling was conducted sometime in the 1990s by Environmental 
Risk Management, Inc. (ERM). According to Mr. Scott Boyd (Telephone Memo to File, August 4, 2011), a Vice 
President of ERM, sampling was requested by Mr. Don Bentsen. Mr. Boyd does not recall the exact date of the well 
installation, the total number of wells or the results of the sampling. Mr. Boyd stated the investigation documents 
resided in the offices of ERM, but could not release the data or documents without permission from the Bentsen 
estate. Mrs. Rebecca Phillips stated that environmental samples had been collected, but could not recall when, or 
who collected the samples, only that the results yielded nothing of concern. 
 
TCEQ Research 
The TCEQ conducted a site visit on July 20, 2011. The site visit was conducted by James Haley, accompanied by 
Pilar Corpus, Waste Water Specialist with the City of Edinburg Engineering Department. The site was partially 
enclosed with a chain-link fence and covered with grass, weeds and trees which possibly obscured relevant features. 
The office building described in the 1986 report is still present. Several unvegetated areas were discovered 
throughout the site. Concrete foundations were scattered throughout the site. Three rectangular areas that measured 
approximately 20 feet by 10 feet and surrounded by bollards with a single strand steel cable or rod attached to the 
bollards were discovered at locations along an approximate east-west axis of the site. The contents of the enclosures 
could not be ascertained due to heavy vegetation. An open shed along the center of the site contained plastic pipe 
situated on iron racks. A small block building was located on the eastern side of the site, and the remains of a loading 
dock was located on the southern side of the site. The numerous containers and tanks that were documented at the 
site in the November 14, 1986 report were not observed on the site. Three unsecured monitoring wells were 
discovered on the site. No areas of contamination were observed on the site. 
 
The TCEQ determined that groundwater is utilized in the area for public water system (PWS) supply, domestic supply 
(residential), irrigation, industrial, and livestock watering. No wells are located within 0.25 miles of the site. No wells 
are located between 0.25 and 0.5 miles of the site. One industrial well is located between 0.5 and 1.0 miles of the 
site. Four domestic wells and one irrigation well are located between one and two miles of the site. Eight domestic 
wells, one PWS well (owned by the North Alamo Water Supply Corporation (PWS #1080029) serving 109,311 
customers), two irrigation wells, one industrial well and one stock well are located between two and three miles of the 
site. Six domestic wells, four irrigation wells, two stock wells and one industrial well are located between three and 

 
 



 

four miles of the site. Three unsecured monitoring wells were observed on site, it is not known if the groundwater in 
these wells is contaminated 
 
The TCEQ determined that the ground surface at the site generally slopes to the south and east. Surface runoff 
leaves the site via a storm sewer located at the intersection of Closner and Schunior and flows via underground 
piping to the Hidalgo County Drainage District No.1 north main drain that is located approximately five miles north of 
the site. The north main drain flows into the main floodwater channel approximately 10 miles east of the site, which 
eventually flows into the Laguna Madre south of Port Mansfield, located approximately 50 miles to the northeast of 
the site. 
 
The TCEQ determined that the site is located in a mixed residential/commercial neighborhood. The nearest residence 
is located within 60 feet of the southern boundary of the site. There are seven schools and two hospitals located 
within a four mile radius of the site. The nearest school is located approximately one mile to the east of the site. The 
nearest city park is located approximately 1.9 miles to the southwest of the site 
 
The TCEQ determined that the site is a regulated entity, however, the status of two of three Industrial and Hazardous 
Waste programs are inactive, and one has been cancelled. 
 
The TCEQ completed a Re-Assessment Report of the Tide Products, Inc. site on August 24, 2011. After reviewing the 
report, the EPA made a status determination of No Further Action at this time on October 28, 2011. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on 2/14/12, the current determination for the site is that is not 
eligible for the State Superfund Program due to the lack of visual or documented evidence of releases at the site. 
 

 
 

Industrial Waste Control 2160 
Bridge City, Orange County 

NFA 
07/07/2015 

 
Site Setting 
Industrial Waste Controls Inc. (IWC) / Bridge City Landfill (site) is located east of the intersection of State Highways 
105 (Orangefield Rd) and 62, on the north side of 105, in Orange County, Texas, near Bridge City. The site occupies 
a parcel of land approximately 30 acres in size and is located within a mixed light industrial and rural residential area. 
The area is abutted on the northeast and northwest sides by wetland areas; the wetland to the northeast is a 
freshwater lake, apparently used for recreation, including fishing, swimming, and boating. The Orange County 
Sheriff’s Posse owns and operates a rodeo arena to the south and east of the landfill, nestled between the landfill and 
the lake. 
 
Site History 
IWC, an affiliate of Browning-Ferris Industries (BFI), began landfilling activities in September, 1970. IWC filled open 
pits left from sand and clay mining operations by the Keown Supply Company. Keown also performed all landfilling 
operations until August 20, 1971 when their contract was terminated by IWC for unsatisfactory performance in 
regards to compaction, covering, and control of dumped materials. Mann Construction Company of Bridge City was 
subsequently contracted to continue operations but it is unclear how long they remained the primary entity under 
contract. 
 

 
 



 

In October of 1971, IWC applied for, and seemingly was granted, a class II industrial landfill permit from the Texas 
Water Quality Board (TWQB). IWC submitted the application and included an operational report and master plan 
completed by American Engineering Services, Inc. (AES). AES stated in the report that the site was the largest 
service of its kind within a two county area and accepted wastes from every major plant in Orange County and 60% of 
plants in Jefferson County. 
 
In July of 1976, an enforcement order was issued by the TWQB, stating IWC violated a permit that allowed for the 
discharge of wastewater of controlled quantity and quality. At some point during the process of identifying and 
ordering compliance for said violations, IWC expressed interest in conducting closure activities at the site. Activities 
ordered as part of the enforcement process included the cessation of receipt of waste, provide adequate drainage 
and cap construction to preclude any off-site water retention, eliminate lateral seepage (discolored seepage onto 
adjacent property), cover all wastes, and eliminate exposed sides. The TWQB also ordered IWC to install monitor 
wells, enter into a monitoring and reporting program, and submit and implement an approved closing plan. 
 
In August of 1977, the Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR), in cooperation with IWC representatives, 
determined by interpretation of the interim groundwater monitoring program, that contamination was being incurred 
adjacent to the landfill due to improper operation and closure of the site. Subsequently, IWC agreed to conduct a 
two-year groundwater monitoring program in lieu of immediately lining the landfill. 
 
In January of 1980, IWC informed the TDWR that it had completed the two-year groundwater monitoring program, the 
results of which, IWC determined indicate that no significant change in groundwater quality. Closure is said to be 
pending State verification of the data and inspection of the site. 
 
In November of 1980, the TDWR completed an EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Inspection Report that states 
the site has been reclassified as containing some class I wastes, nothing Butadiene and Styrene as most concerning. 
The report states that there is some erosion and subsidence, a potential for methane accumulation because of 
improper venting, and an inoperative leachate collection system. Additionally, the report mentions the two-year 
groundwater monitoring program indicates contamination but analytical data from this program could not be obtained. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
According to the Orange County Appraisal District’s website, the Bridge City Landfill is still owned by BFI. BFI has 
since been disbanded but according to a telephone conversation I had with Burgess Stengl of Republic Services (a 
successor to BFI) on May 13, 2014, they actively maintain the site. While Republic Services consistently maintains 
the site, previous conversations (see telephone memos in file) with representatives of Republic Services allowed me 
to determine that there are no current landfilling activities conducted at the site. 
 
From conversations with Mr. Stengl and documentation he sent me, I understand that the site was recognized as a 
Certified Wildlife Habitat from 1995-1997 by the Wildlife Habitat Council but it is unclear if that is still the case. Mr. 
Stengl informed me that presently the property is used by the Orange County Sheriff’s Posse as supplemental 
parking during events at their rodeo arena. 
 
On May 14, 2014, the Texas Water Development Board’s database was researched, and there is one drinking water 
well within ¼ mile of the site, two additional drinking water wells within ½ mile of the site, and nine additional drinking 
water wells within a mile of the site. Additionally there are three wells designated as unused, two with irrigation listed 
as the primary use, one industrial, and four monitoring wells at a petrol station on the southwest corner of the 
intersection of State Highways 105 and 62. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

Based on the TCEQ review of available information as of May 14, 2014, a state superfund eligibility determination of 
eligible (EL) is concluded due to the suspected release of hazardous substances to the environment as a result of 
mismanagement and non-compliance issues at the site and a currently inactive status determination. 

 
 

Stanley Flying Service 2182 
Robstown, Nueces County 

Active 
12/03/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The location of Stanley Flying Service (The site) is at the Nueces County Municipal Airport which is located 1.3 miles 
west of the intersection of Reuben Chavez Rd & S. Lincoln St. The Nueces County Municipal Airport is still operating 
and owned by the County of Nueces. The area is mostly surrounded by farmland, with Reuben Chavez Rd bounding 
the site to the north and Texas Road 75 to the east. 
Site History 
Stanley Flying Service (SFS) was created in 1970 and started operations at the Nueces County Airport. In 1972 the 
runway at the Bishop Municipal Airport was paved and SFS moved its operations there. Future operations at the 
Bishop Municipal Airport used toxaphene, bidrin, dimethoate, and pyretheroids. Aatrex and Caparol were also used in 
smaller amounts on about 2,000 acres every year. Arsenic acid and Dropp were used as defoliants. It is assumed 
that many of the same pesticides were used by Mr. Sam Stanley in operations at the Nueces county airport. There is 
no data to describe how much pesticide was used or how many acres were sprayed while at the Nueces County 
Airport. 
When SFS was in service at the Bishop Municipal Airport the pesticides were brought to the site by the farmers and 
the chemicals were mixed and placed on the plane on-site. Mixtures that were sprayed on the crops were completely 
sprayed out of the plane, leaving only 2-4 quarts of leftover mixture. If the previously used mixture was compatible 
with the next pesticide to be used then the plane was not cleaned, but when the plane needed to be cleaned the 
rinsate would be sprayed on the treated crops. Empty metal containers were triple rinsed, punched with holes and 
disposed of. The farmers would retain rinsed plastic containers and again the rinsate would be added to mixtures that 
were to be sprayed. It is assumed that operations ran similarly when conducted at the Nueces County Airport. 
After 1972 Mr. Sam Stanley, the owner of Stanley Flying Service, never returned operations of Stanley Flying Service 
to the Nueces County Airport. Mr. Stanley eventually sold his company and it was soon dissolved between 1990 and 
1991. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
Previous Investigations and two TCEQ site inspections have been conducted for the operations of Stanley Flying 
Service at the Bishop Municipal Airport. More information on those investigations is discussed in the verification for 
Stanley Flying Service at the Bishop Municipal Airport, TXD987979481. 
On November 20, 2014 research was done to determine the status of the Stanley Flying Service site at Nueces 
County Airport and if any further action needed to be pursued. Research was accomplished through database and 
public information available on Google Earth, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) current list of licensed 
pesticide applicators, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry, the Nueces County 
Appraisal District and County Clerk’s websites, the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) website, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund website, and the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB). A summary of the 
findings from each of these resources follows. 
On Google Earth it was discovered that the Nueces County Airport is still under operations based on the planes 
parked at the airport. It was also discovered that the entire city of Robstown is within 4 miles of the site. The 
population of Robstown, as of the 2010 census, is 12,836. 

 
 



 

On the TDA’s current list of pesticide applicators there was no listing of Stanley Flying Service or Mr. Sam Stanley, or 
anyone by the name of Stanley operating with a license in the BMA area. Similarly there was no evidence found on 
the SOS website of the existence of the Stanley Flying Service business. 
Using the TCEQ Central Registry there was no evidence of Stanley Flying Service as a regulated entity or customer 
under another program. There is a registration for the Bishop Municipal Airport for a petroleum storage tank 
(RN102037181) which has an ID status of inactive. There was no evidence of the site having been regulated or 
enforced by another program. 
There were two listings for Stanley Flying Service in Nueces County under EPA IDs TXD066434226 and 
TXD987979481 which were both listed as No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) on January 01, 1989 and 
August 28, 1991 respectively. It was discovered based on the addresses listed that TXD066434226 was the listing for 
this site. 
The Nueces County Appraisal District listed Stanley Flying Service at the Bishop Municipal Airport and still has taxes 
to the amount of $7,966.27 as of the 2014 tax year. There were also to listed Personal Property Suits with the 
#83-2039-C; however, no taxes were listed for the suit. 
On the Nueces County’s website there was information on the current activities at the airport. This also led to a 
website called AirNav.com which had also had information on the current airport operations and facilities. After a 
conversation with the airport manager on December 1, 2014 at the number (361) 387-1700 it was discovered that 
Wilbur Ellis currently operates a pesticide applicator out of the Nueces County Airport, but the airport manager had no 
knowledge of SFS ever working at the site. 
Through the TWDB it was discovered that 5 domestic wells and one oil or gas well are located within 1 mile of the 
site. 
 
Conclusion 
The Stanley Flying Service was determined to have left the Nueces County Airport in 1972. The site was determined 
by the EPA to have been NFRAP. However, since leaving the Nueces County Airport, other pesticide applicators have 
operated at the Nueces County Airport, including Wilbur Ellis which is still actively operating today. Based on the 
information that was discovered, Stanley Flying Service at the Nueces County Airport is determined to be Active due 
to the presence of another pesticide applicator at the Nueces County Airport. 
 

 
 

Byrd Property 2215 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches County 

NFA 
10/29/2007 

 
The Frederick Byrd property was the site of illegal wire burning. Onsite soil was contaminated with antimony, 
cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, nickel and zinc. The TCEQ completed a removal action in September 2001. The 
site does not score > 5.0 and is therefore not eligible for state superfund evaluation. 
 
A Removal Action Report is included to document all onsite removal activities. 
 

 
 

Ganado Flying Service 2216 
Ganado, Jackson County 

NFA 
11/03/2014 

 
Site Setting 

 
 



 

The Ganado Flying Service was a 12 acre site located three miles north of Ganado, Texas on Airport Road in 
Jackson County (29.073206°, -96.502353°). The site operated as an aerial applicator from 1983 to 1985, and 
consisted of a mobile home, office, and hanger. 
Site History 
The Ganado Flying Service site was identified as a potential hazardous waste site on October 20, 1984. A 
Preliminary Assessment (PA) was completed for this site on February 07, 1985, and was referred to the State 
Superfund program on August 17, 1992. According to the assessment conducted in 1984, a domestic well was 
present onsite. It was used to supply water for mixing chemicals and as a water supply to the mobile home. Farmers 
furnished all the chemicals, although some overnight storage may have occurred in the hanger at the site. Container 
rinsate and hopper rinsate were applied to the treated fields. External plane rinsates were drained onto the ground at 
the site. The surrounding land is used for farming, and there are no surface waters near the site. The soil consists of 
sandy loam, and bears no evidence of onsite disposal activity. Chemicals of concern are: Methyl Parathion; Sevin 
XLR; Stam M-4; and Ordram. At the time of the assessment, there was a Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) 
permit, #005976, issued for the use of these chemicals. 
 
A verification form for the site was completed on April 14, 1993, indicating this site was an inactive facility with 
insufficient data for screening purposes. According to a phone record made on April 15, 1993, the Ganado Flying 
Service sold this property in 1988 to the current owners, the Kuhlman’s. The Kuhlman’s stored farm equipment in the 
hanger, and did not know if any waste disposal onsite. There was no Petroleum Storage Tanks (PST) located on the 
property. According to the 1993 verification form, sampling was recommended under the State Superfund program 
and was referred to field operations for a sampling inspection. 
On September 21, 1999, Ecology & Environment conducted an onsite screening for hazardous waste. The report 
indicated that there was a potential threat of direct contact with hazardous substances due to the site being 
unrestricted and easily accessible, and ranked it as being a low to moderate potential hazard. Contaminated soil was 
the only potential source identified. Three surface soil samples were collected around the pad that was formerly used 
for mixing and loading pesticides onto the planes, one background surface soil sample, and a groundwater sample 
was collected from the onsite well to determine if a release of hazardous substances to groundwater had occurred. 
The samples were analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-VOCs (SVOCs), pesticides/polychlorinated 
biphenyl (PCBs), inorganics including mercury and cyanide, and organophosphorous pesticides. 
The results from the sampling event in 1999 indicated elevated levels of 4,4-DDE and 4,4-DDT detected in the soil 
samples that were collected around the mixing and loading pad onsite. However, there were no chemicals of concern 
detected in the groundwater from the well onsite. 
TCEQ Verification 
Data obtained from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) on June 15, 2011, indicate approximately 42 wells 
used within a four mile radius of the site. Two of those wells are located within ½ mile of the site: well #55173 was 
drilled December 10, 2003 and is owned by Thad Mercer. This well is used for domestic use. Well #55176 was drilled 
December 9, 2003 and is owned by Marquee Corporation. This well is used for industrial use. Well #226845, is 
located ¾ of a mile from the site. The well was drilled on May 24, 2010 and is owned by Lance Fowler. The well is 
used for stock. Well #52425, is located one mile from the site. The well was drilled on March 25, 2004 and is owned 
by Gary Rowe. The well is used for domestic use. The TWDB database query also shows a state well, #6660611, 
drilled in 1962 to a depth of 141 feet for the Ganado Flying Service located on the property. 
According to the Jackson County Appraisal District (CAD), the current owners of the property are Roy and Lee 
Kuhlman. As of October 2014, neither have current TDA permits for pesticide applicator’s licenses. 
Since the Kuhlman’s could not be successfully contacted at the following phone numbers listed on their TDA 
applications: (361) 771-2355 and (361) 771-2057, a site visit was conducted by Anna Lund, TCEQ Remediation 
Division, on June 16, 2011. The property was not secured by a fence; however, the main entrance did have a gate 
and lock. There was a water tank with running water coming out of a hose; two new combines parked onsite; an old 
fuel tank; white office building; hanger; and numerous old pieces of farm equipment lying around the property. The 
office and hanger did not appear to be in working condition. There was no indication of a mobile home being onsite. 
The property was over grown with vegetation and the runway could no longer be seen from the road. The 

 
 



 

surrounding land is used for farming and cattle management. The nearest house is approximately ½ mile east of the 
site. At the time of the site visit, there were no signs of an aerial applicator operation, chemicals, or containers on the 
property. 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on October 27, 2014, a State Superfund eligibility determination of 
No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time as the analytical results indicate 
no significant releases were observed in the Hazard Ranking System pathways of evaluation and the site does not 
pose an imminent threat to public health and safety or the environment, and the site referral was merely the result of 
a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state. 

 
 

Stanley Flying Service aka Bishop Municipal Airport 2249 
Bishop, Nueces County 

NFA 
07/31/2017 

 
The Stanley Flying Service site (the “site”) is at the Bishop Municipal Airport (BMA), which is located on the south side 
of FM 3354, 1.3 miles east of Highway 77. The BMA is owned and operated by the City of Bishop. Surrounding land 
is exclusively agricultural. There are no on-site surface water features. The site itself is unsecured. 
 
Site History 
Stanley Flying Service, a crop dusting operation, began operation at the BMA in 1972. The company treated 
65,000-70,000 acres of farmland annually in its first decade of operation. Between 1981 and 1986, an estimated 
40,000 acres were treated. Treatments of pesticides included Bidrin, dimethoate, pyretheroids, and to a lesser extent 
Aatrex and Caparol. Arsenic acid and Dropp were used as defoliants. Toxaphene may have been used in the early 
1970’s, prior to its ban. Major pesticides used in the 1990s include dimethoate, Swatch, Bidrin, orthene, and Guthion. 
Pesticides were mixed and transferred to the aircraft on-site. Rinsate from aircraft cleaning would be sprayed on the 
treated fields. Leftover rinsate would be stored in above ground tanks to be added to future pesticide solutions. Empty 
metal drums would be triple rinsed and disposed of at the Nueces County landfill. Plastic drums would be reused by 
the farmers delivering the pesticides. Stanley Flying Service ceased operations at some point between 1991 and 
1999. 
 
TCEQ Investigation 
On August 16, 1983, Mr. Fred Scheible of the Texas Water Commission (TWC) received a complaint from a property 
owner that his property has been inadvertently hit with spray from a Stanley Flying Service aircraft. The TWC 
collected samples from the property owner’s uncovered drinking water tank and water line, which showed arsenic 
concentrations of 6 ug/L and 5 ug/L, respectively. The EPA drinking water standard for arsenic was 50 ug/L at the 
time. No further investigation was advanced regarding the incident. 
 
On April 26, 1984, TWC District 12 inspectors found indications that rinsate was being dumped by the runway. There 
were also observations of a container burn area. 
 
On February 11, 1986, Ms. Margaret Hulsey of Engineering-Science, on behalf of the TWC, performed a preliminary 
assessment of the site. Two metal above ground storage tanks had been replaced by one large plastic tank. The 
pesticide loading transfer area had been paved for a parking lot. In an interview with Mr. Sam Stanley, the business 
owner, it was discovered that an estimated 10 gallons of dimethoate mixture were released during a plane crash in 
1983; however, the amount did not constitute a major release. The TWC concluded that potential releases during the 
14 years of operation and previous observations by TWC staff justified a site inspection. 
 

 
 



 

A site inspection was conducted on December 13, 1990 by Mr. Dan Kelmar and Mr. Joe Bauer of 
Engineering-Science. Potential sources of hazardous substances identified included the storage building where 
chemicals were stored and mixed, a burn area adjacent to the building, and an underground fuel storage tank. 
Arsenic was detected in one groundwater sample collected from an on-site well at 15.5 ug/L. A soil sample collected 
in the mixing area detected arsenic at 17,373 mg/kg, parathion at 1.22 mg/kg, and toxaphene at 1.14 mg/kg. The 
burn area soil sample contained arsenic concentrations of 1,419 mg/kg. The soil sample from the drainage ditch near 
the runway contained arsenic and toxaphene at 106 mg/kg and 1.14 mg/kg, respectively. 
 
In 1991, a determination of no further action was made due to low waste quantity and lack of potential targets. In 
1993, an interoffice memorandum was published stating no further action could be completed for Stanley Flying 
Service since the site was actively operating and would be subject to routine compliance monitoring by the Field 
Operations Division. 
 
On September 21, 1999, a site visit conducted under a Current Site Status and Hazardous Substance Determination 
found a moderate to high potential risk with potential waste sources, a suspected release, and potential targets 
present. Stanley Flying Service was not operational and no other pesticide applicators were found to be operating out 
of BMA. Several drums containing chemicals were observed, as well as a large amount of empty 5-gallon containers. 
Four surface soil samples were collected. Each had detections of lead and arsenic, except for the background 
sample which only contained lead. 
 
On October 16, 2014, a desktop investigation was performed by Ms. Genesis Machek to determine the status of the 
site. A new building had been constructed over a portion of the site in 2009. The previous building and offices where 
pesticide operations had occurred were removed between 2003 and 2005. There was no listing of Stanley Flying 
Service on the Texas Department of Agriculture’s database or TCEQ Central Registry. Two listings for Stanley Flying 
Service under EPA IDs TXD066434226 and TXD987979481 were both listed as No Further Remedial Action Planned 
on January 1, 1989 and August 28, 1991, respectively. Ms. Machek concluded the site was eligible for screening in 
the State Superfund program. 
 
TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) conducted a Drinking Water Evaluation 
sampling event on May 17, 2017. Three private groundwater wells within 0.5 mile of the site were sampled for 
semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), pesticides, and total metals. Arsenic was detected in each of the 
groundwater wells, including the background well, up to a concentration of 0.00722 mg/L. Lead was detected in one 
well at 0.000444 mg/L (Qualified J: analyte detected between SDL and RL). No metals were detected above their 
respective Tier 1 Residential Class 1 and 2 Groundwater Ingestion Protective Concentration Limits (PCLs). There 
were no detections of pesticides or SVOCs in any groundwater samples collected during the May 2017 sampling 
event. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on July 13, 2017, a State Superfund eligibility determination of No 
Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on information available at this time, as there is no documented release to 
groundwater in the May 2017 SSDAP sampling event. 

 
 

Camp Bowie; Brownwood Industrial Foundation et al Properties 2342 
Brownwood, Brown County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 

 
 



 

 
Fort Bliss Castner Range; City of El Paso et al Properties 2348 

El Paso, El Paso County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
Lorenzo Private Airport 2372 

Lorenzo, Lubbock County 
NFA 

03/11/2013 
 

The Lorenzo Private Airport site is an inactive former aerial pesticide application site located approximately 0.8 mile 
south of FM 1527 on CR 3900/Reed Avenue, one mile east of FM 789, 0.3 mile west of the Estacado Cemetery, and 
approximately five miles northwest of the City of Lorenzo in the rural part of Lubbock County. The site was the 
location of a former pesticide applicator runway used by various businesses throughout the years. Businesses known 
to have operated from the site include Lorenzo Flying Service, Inc. and Lorenzo Ag Air, Inc. (later known as Buckman 
Flying Service). 
 
Aerial pesticide application operations reportedly ceased in 1976, though ground application continued. The property 
is currently used for agricultural purposes. No hazardous substances are currently stored on-site. 
In 1986, the EPA completed a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification that indicated possible on-site disposal of 
pesticide residuals or rinsates and gasoline spillage. 
 
A site visit was conducted in 1986 by Engineering Science Inc. as part of an EPA/Texas Water Commission Potential 
Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA). At the time of the site visit, a residence and 
barn were estimated to be 0.3 miles west of the site. Two non-vegetated areas were noted on-site, the largest being 4 
by 1.5 feet. Two empty 55-gallon drums were also observed on-site with darkly stained soil surrounding one of them; 
the contents of the drums were not determined. Intermittent pesticide odors were noted during the site visit. 
The PA indicated that water and pesticides were trucked to the site and added to the plane’s tanks on the road 
adjacent to the site’s runway (CR 3900/Reed Avenue). The pesticide mixtures were sprayed completely on treatment 
areas and no rinsing of tanks or disposal of residuals or rinsates was done on-site. Pesticides that were reported to 
be used at the site included toxaphene, arsenic acid, defolatin, azodrin, Accelerate, DDT, and PENA. The PA also 
reported that toxaphene may have been disposed of on-site along with spilled fuel. A low priority site inspection (SI) 
was recommended for the site, but an SI was never completed. 
 
In July 2011, two drinking-water wells located approximately 0.5 mile southwest (GW-01) and 0.5 mile to the north of 
the site (GW-02) and one irrigation well (GW-03) located one mile west of the site were sampled by DBS&A in order 
to determine if hazardous substances impacted the underlying aquifer. Based on preliminary lab results, 
bezo(a)pyrene was detected in groundwater sample GW-01 at a concentration of 0.00028 mg/L. GW-01 was 
resampled on August 15, 2011, and August 23, 2011, but bezo(a)pyrene was not detected in those samples. All other 
analytes were non-detect or detected below their respective TRRP PCLs. 
 
Based on the lack of documented hazardous substances impacts to the groundwater migration pathway; the lack of 
non-worker receptors in the soil exposure pathway; and the lack of significant sources or chemical concentrations 
that would prompt a removal action; the TCEQ Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) 
recommends no further action for this site under the SSDAP, at this time. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Rodd Field NAS 2374 
Corpus Christi, Nueces County 

OTH 
01/30/2009 

 
The Rodd Field Naval Air Station (NAS) was an auxiliary air station operating from June 7, 1941 to May 14, 1959. 
The 861 acre site is located in the southwest portion of the City of Corpus Christi. As a consequence of years of 
military operations at the site, unexploded ordnance, lead, antimony, copper and PAHs are the chemicals of concern. 
 
A site visit conducted on September 8, 2008 revealed that part of the site is currently being used for recreational, 
residential, commercial, and industrial purposes, and there is a housing subdivision on the western portion of the site. 
 
Rodd Field NAS is under the purview of the Army Corps. of Engineers (USACE), Fort Worth District. The site is 
currently participating in the Corrective Action Program of the TCEQ’s Remediation Division. The USACE has 
submitted a Programmatic Work Plan and a Programmatic Sampling and Analyses Plan to conduct a Site Inspections 
under the Military Munitions Response Program (MMRP) within the USACE to begin addressing contamination at the 
site. 
 
Due to the site’s participation in the Corrective Action Program by the potential responsible party (USACE), this site is 
not eligible for consideration for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Liberty Waste Disposal Landfill 2383 
Highlands, Harrris County 

NFA 
07/26/2016 

 
Setting: 
The Liberty Waste Disposal Company (site) is a 49-acre former landfill located at the south-end of Steel Road, 
approximately 1 mile northeast of Main Street and Interstate-10, in Highlands, Harris County, Texas. Land use in the 
vicinity of the site consists of commercial facilities, single family residences, and a large municipal water treatment 
system. Currently, the landfill is abandoned and the cover is inadequate. 
 
Site History: 
The Liberty Waste Landfill (LWF) facility began receiving waste after the Texas Water Commission (TWC) issued 
permit number 39017 on June 4, 1972, authorizing Liberty Waste Disposal Company to operate a "Commercial, 
Class-II, Class-III landfill". The permit was issued to C. P. Joiner, President, Joe King, President, and Dean Sounes, 
Vice President of Liberty Waste Disposal Company. An amended permit was issued on May 14, 1979. The origin of 
the wastes received are unknown. 
 
In July 1983, the United State Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) conducted an air monitoring study at the 
site. The conclusion of the study was "neither acute nor chronic health problems would likely occur." 
 
 
In 1983, after complaints were received alleging drinking water contamination from the landfill, sampling of private 
water wells was conducted by the USEPA. An August 29, 1983 EPA letter to Highlands residents stated no priority 
pollutants were found in water samples collected from four private water wells. In August 1983, after a TDWR 

 
 



 

investigation, the facility was referred to enforcement for noncompliance with permit provisions, including inadequate 
landfill perimeter dikes and inadequate closure of the landfill. The Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR) 
received a letter on September 6, 1983 from the law firm McGinnis, Lockridge, and Kilgore (MLK) representing Liberty 
Waste. The letter outlined a general plan for closing the landfill. 
 
On November 1, 1983, operations at the landfill were voluntarily suspended, and closure under the permit was 
initiated. An investigation by TDWR at the site on February 24, 1984 noted failure to adequately close the landfill, 
failure to provide six-inch soil cover, and failure to dewater the landfill. The investigation also noted no significant 
progress per the September 6, 1983 MLK letter. 
 
On October 1, 1990, an Agreed Judgment was issued to Liberty Waste and the Joiner Liquidating Trust. The Agreed 
Judgment established $75,000 to be used by the trust to fund maintenance/monitoring at the Site and required other 
actions including submittal of a hydrogeologic investigation of the Site. The report "Hydrogeologic Investigation, 
Liberty Waste Site" was submitted to the TWC in March 1991. The enforcement case was closed in 1994 with review 
of the hydrogeologic investigation report pending. The case was reopened in 1997 because of a request to review 
compliance with the 1990 Agreed Judgment. The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) 
Enforcement Division issued a notice of deficiency (NOD) for the hydrogeologic investigation report on June 26, 1997 
to Ms. Vera Sanchez, Trustee Joiner Liquidating Trust. The NOD required the initiation of groundwater monitoring, 
maintenance of the cap, and other issues. No response to the NOD was found in the facility files. 
 
A Case Development Investigation (CDI) was conducted on August 25, 1998 by the TNRCC Region- 12 Office. The 
CDI concluded no records were found to verify actions taken by the trust to comply with the 1990 Agreed Judgment. 
 
In July 1999, the Enforcement Division requested the TNRCC Region-12 Office to conduct a groundwater sampling 
event at the Site. The groundwater sampling event was conducted on April 17 through 19, 2001 and summarized in a 
report on May 31, 2001. Nine samples were collected and barium was detected in all nine samples. However, the 
levels that exceeded the Protective Concentration Level (PCL) of 2 mg/L in groundwater samples were from 
monitoring wells MW-13 (7.8 mg/L) and MW-18 (3.9 mg/L), located on the southwest corner of the site. The on-site 
monitoring wells MW-13 and MW-18 are screened at approximately 25 feet and 45 feet, respectively, below the 
ground surface. Also, leachate samples collected at the surface of the landfill cover indicated arsenic levels of 0.0181 
mg/L and 0.013 mg/L. Volatile organic compound (VOC) and semi-volatile organic compound (SVOC) levels were 
below detection limits for groundwater and leachate samples. 
 
As a result of the investigation, the Enforcement Division sent a Notice of Violation (NOV) letter to the Liberty Waste 
Disposal Company in care of Joiner Liquidating Trust on October 4, 2001. The NOV cited unauthorized discharges for 
contamination found in samples from two groundwater monitoring wells. Leachate samples collected from two 
surface locations also showed low levels of contamination. The site was also found to be unsecured and not 
maintained. No response to the NOV was received by the TNRCC, and the case was referred to the TNRCC Office of 
Legal Services (OLS) on March 1, 2001. The case was subsequently assigned to the TNRCC Office of Compliance 
and Enforcement. 
 
 
Superfund Section Activities: 
 
On October 8, 2013, the TCEQ investigator, Charles Burner, stated that after the CDI was conducted, the site was 
referred to the OLS for enforcement but the legal action was not successful. Mr. Burner believed that there was no 
respondent to the enforcement. 
 
According to the Consolidated Compliance and Enforcement Data System, the enforcement was exhausted on 
August 3, 2006. 

 
 



 

 
In July 2012, the TCEQ Superfund Section prepared a field sampling plan for site assessment under the Superfund 
Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP). 
 
In April 2013, the TCEQ conducted a SSDAP State Screening Investigation to determine if the site was eligible for 
evaluation and ranking under the State Superfund Program by documenting a release of hazardous substances to 
the environment. The TCEQ sampled six groundwater samples from private water wells that were located near the 
landfill. The nearest well was located approximately 0.2 mile to the north of the landfill. Nearest well to the southwest 
of the site is approximately 0.45 mile. The groundwater samples were analyzed for VOCs, SVOCs, and metals. From 
driller reports, it appears that the majority of water wells in this area are screened approximately 200 to 500 feet 
below the ground surface. 
 
The groundwater analytical results were compared to the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix exposure pathway 
benchmarks (SCDMs) and June 2012 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Protective Concentration Levels 
(PCLs). The laboratory analyses of the groundwater samples did not indicate any analytes at levels greater than the 
SCDMs or PCLs. 
 
Conclusion: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on July 19, 2016, an eligibility determination of No Further 
Action (NFA) is concluded as the most recent available data set, the 2012 TCEQ groundwater sampling event, 
indicates there are no impacts to the nearest targets in the critical pathway of evaluation. 
 

 
 

East Texas Fence and Fertilizer 2431 
Crockett, Houston County 

NFA 
04/19/2011 

 
SITE SUMMARY – East Texas Fertilizer and Fence, Inc. (ETF&F) was formerly located on the southern side of State 
Highway 7, approximately one mile west of the intersection of State Highway 19 and State Highway 7 in Crockett, 
Houston County, Texas. The site is located in a rural area surrounded by range land and hay meadows. The nearest 
school is Crockett Jr. High School which is located 1.1 miles east of the site and the nearest daycare is Kids Are Us 
which is 0.9 miles east of the site. Evergreen Memorial Park is 1.4 miles north of the site. The nearest surface water 
is Houston County Lake which is nine miles northwest of the site. Three groundwater wells are located less than one 
mile northeast of the site, however these wells are unused. 
 
SITE HISTORY - In 1985, Henry E. Simpson of the Engineering-Science, Inc. conducted a Preliminary Assessment 
for the EPA regarding the site and reported the following: On March 4, 1985, Mr. Simpson interviewed Mr. Bernell 
Spinks, owner of ETF&F, and conducted an on-site inspection of the 2.75 acre site with an office, a warehouse, and a 
fence equipment storage area. Mr. Simpson was told by Mr. Spinks that ETF&F had been operating at this site since 
1972 and that 95% of their jobs were spraying fertilizer and the other 5% were spraying herbicides. No insecticides 
were sprayed by the company. A 1,000-gallon tank truck is used to spray herbicides to ranches and pasture lands. If 
the field of application needed to be sprayed was less than five miles away, the chemicals were mixed at the site. If 
the field of application was over five miles away, the chemicals and water were delivered and mixed at the application 
site. Chemicals are mixed by being poured into the top of the 1,000-gallon truck hopper which is already filled with 
water or fertilizer. Empty chemical containers, which are usually 1-, 2.5- and 5-gallon containers, are triple-rinsed and 
punctured on the top and bottom. The rinsates are then stored for the next application. Empty rinsed containers are 
stored in an old truck bed in the back of the site. Chemicals are ordered when needed and stored in the locked 
warehouse until they are used. At the time of the investigation, Mr. Simpson noted that there were no evidence of 

 
 



 

rinsate disposed of at the site and the site is clean and orderly and no further action was required under the PA/SI 
program. 
 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION – On March 12, 2010, the TCEQ performed the following verification activities: 
• The Site is not listed on the National Priorities List (NPL) or the TCEQ State Superfund Registry. 
• The Houston County Appraisal District found that Bernell Spinks owns property located at 210 W. Goliad, Crockett, 
Houston County, Texas. However, this address does not match up with the site location. 
• ETF&F is not listed in the Commercial Applicator list under the Texas Department of Agriculture List of Pesticide 
Applicators. Bernell Spinks is not listed in the Texas Department of Agriculture List for pesticides. 
• ETF&F is not listed in the Crockett Area Chamber of Commerce. 
• A search of the TCEQ Central Registry, TCEQ Chief Clerk’s Database, TCEQ Enforcement Database, and TCEQ 
Texas Superfund Registry indicated that the Site is not currently undergoing any enforcement actions by the TCEQ. 
• Olga Salinas of the TCEQ Region 12 had made several phone call attempts to contact Mr. Bernell Spinks, but was 
unsuccessful. 
• Olga Salinas called a neighbor of the site, First County Feed, and they stated that they have never heard of East 
Texas Fertilizer and Fence Inc. 
 
CONCLUSION - Based on the information gathered during this verification investigation, no evidence of hazardous 
substances was determined to exist at this facility, and no further action is recommended under the State Superfund 
Program. 

 
 

Texas A & M University PCB Storage Site 1 2494 
College Station, Brazos County 

NFA 
08/20/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The Texas A&M University PCB Storage Site 1 site is a former PCB storage site originally located off Ireland St. in 
College Station, Brazos County, Texas latitude: 30.618611, longitude: -96.343611. The Texas A&M University PCB 
Storage Site 1 is reported to be at the coordinates 30 37’ 07” N, 96 20’, which on Google Earth is a parking garage, 
no physical address is given only a street name. The parking garage is surrounded by Texas A&M University 
buildings on all sides. 
 
Site History 
On April 12, 1983, a site inspection was performed by the EPA and as a result a fine was imposed for several minor 
deficiencies in PCB use, markings and storage. They were being corrected and the fine was in the process of being 
negotiated. 
On November 22, 1983, a final strategy determination of no further action required under CERCLA was made by the 
EPA. The PCB storage area was in one of the physical plants garage areas inside transformers and capacitors, all of 
which are labeled with EPA PCB warning labels. 
On June 11, 2014, a phone interview was conducted between Sabrina Johnson of the TCEQ and Jeff Truss the 
Environmental Manager for Texas A&M University – College Station. Mr. Jeff Truss indicated that the two PCB 
storage units, both 1 and 2, had no documentation of PCBs currently being stored on site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
June 11, 2014, the internet was researched for current safety and health manager and utilities manager, Mr. Jeff 
Truss, Environmental Manager was identified and spoken to at (979) 845-4029. 
 

 
 



 

June 17, 2014 Google Earth was researched and the location is a parking garage surrounded by university buildings. 
 
June 17, 2014 The Texas Water Development Board’s database was researched, and there are no water wells within 
¼ mile of the site, none within ½ mile, and one within one mile of the site. 
 
Eligibility Status Determination 
As of June 17, 2014, there is no documentation of PCBs currently being stored at the Texas A&M University PCB 
storage site 1. Additionally only minor administrative deficiencies related to container markings and storage have 
been cited and there is no documentation of a release of PCB substances from prior investigations. A SSDAP 
eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded for the Texas A&M University PCB Storage Site #1 
based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Texoma Cold Storage 2496 
De Leon, Comanche County 

NFA 
05/28/2014 

 
Site Setting 
Texoma Cold Storage (site) is located 100 yards west of the intersection of FM 1496 and County Road 442, two miles 
southwest of the intersection of Highway 6 and FM 1496 (latitude: 32.072030° N, longitude: 98.473558° W). The site 
is currently located in an area that is rural, near a large oil storage facility. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 8, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On March 10, 1986, an EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) of the 
site was conducted under the Texas Water Commission PA program by Howard Saxion of Gutierrez, Smouse, Wilmut 
& Assoc., Inc. for the EPA. 
 
During the PA, Mr. Saxion conducted a phone interview with Dr. Roy Duggar, Vice President of Texoma Cold Storage, 
and preformed a visual inspection of the site. He learned that TCS had been in business since 1981 at this location, 
maintaining a refrigerated warehouse for the storage of pecans and peanuts. Pesticide usage was limited to 
pressurized fumigant cans used to treat refrigerated tractor-trailers, primitol (a solid herbicide) for weed control on the 
property, and Warfarin for baited rodent traps. No herbicides were mixed or loaded into applicators for spraying, and 
no rinsate was generated. Mr. Saxion observed no evidence of improper pesticide storage, handling, or waste 
disposal activities at the site. 
 
The report states that no spills, soil stains, or empty container storage was observed at the site, and that no pesticide 
odors were detected. Mr. Saxion concludes his report with a recommendation for no further action because no 
pesticide spillage, container storage, or on-site disposal was found. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On September 16, 1992, the EPA referred the Texoma Cold Storage site to the State Superfund Discovery and 
Assessment Program, and the file was reviewed on July 26, 1993 by Pam Reedy. The site was deemed inactive with 

 
 



 

insufficient data and was referred to Field Ops for a sampling inspection. It is unclear whether that inspection was 
carried out, but no documentation is present in the file. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the Secretary of State’s database for business organizations was researched, and records for 
Texoma Cold Storage, Inc. show it was in existence from April 1981 to February 1993, when it forfeited existence. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the Comanche County Appraisal District database was researched, and it was discovered that the 
site is currently owned by Mr. Lance Lapman. Texoma Cold Storage sold this property on 9/6/1991. 
 
On May 20, 2014, Google Earth was used to research the site, and based on the most recent images; the site 
remains a vacant lot with a small shed structure. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the TCEQ Central Registry was queried, and no records were found relating to Texoma Cold 
Storage. An unaffiliated corporation, Golden Peanut Co., held a Solid Waste Registration (#80887) with the Industrial 
and Hazardous Waste Program, and was located less than 1 mile east of this site (on FM 1496 2 mi S of Highway 6). 
 
On May 20, 2014, the TDA’s pesticide applicator’s license database was researched, and no current pesticide 
applicators license is associated with Texoma Cold Storage or this site, but Golden Peanut Co., located 0.8 mi east of 
the site, does hold a pesticide applicator license. 
 
Conclusion 
As there are neither documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, and the site is 
currently inactive for pesticide use, and the site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of 
pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based 
on the information available at this time (May 20, 2014). 
 

 
 

Western Oil Transport Company dba Scurlock Permian 2504 
Silsbee, Hardin 

NS 
05/28/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The Western Oil Transportation Company / Schurlock Permian (site) was located on Hwy 92, approximately 1.5 miles 
north of Silsbee, Texas. The specific s site location was not located during the TCEQ investigation with the available 
information in the referral from the EPA. 
 
Site History 
On February 14, 1984, an EPA Hazardous Waste Site Inspection Report was prepared by the Thomas J. Stang of 
Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. Mr. Stang interviewed site representatives and conducted an inspection at the 
site and reported that Western Oil does not generate, transport, or dispose of any hazardous wastes at the site. Mr. 
Stang reported that the majority of Western Oil’s activities are regulated and permitted by the Texas Railroad 
Commission. Mr. Stang also reported that the facility appeared to be very well run and recommended that the site 
should not be considered for further action. 
 
In August of 1996, a State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility / Status Sheet was prepared by Marshall Cedilote who 
verified via telephone conversation with Lewis Bennett, a Scurlock Permian representative, that the site is indeed 
inactive as of 18 months prior to the state verification. 
 

 
 



 

TCEQ Investigations 
On May 15, 2014, the Secretary of State’s database for business organizations was researched, and the entity in 
question could not be found. 
 
On May 15, 2014, the Hardin County Appraisal District was researched, and no property owned by this entity could 
be located. 
 
Conclusion 
As of May 15, 2014, since there is no physical location to actually evaluate, and there is no documentation of 
hazardous substances being stored, treated, or disposed of at the site, an eligibility determination of Non-Site (NS) is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Fellers et al Property aka Atlas AF Facility S-4 2524 
Denton, Denton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

Fort Bliss Bivouac Area 2532 
El Paso, El Paso County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 

 
 

Kelly Crop Service 2558 
Fannett, Jefferson County 

NFA 
11/23/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Kelley Crop Service site consists of an inactive aerial pesticide applicator grass airstrip. The site is located four 
miles east of the City of Fannett, Jefferson County, Texas. Land use surrounding the site is rural, composed of 
grazing land and rice fields. Toxaphene was detected by laboratory analysis in a sample from an onsite well in 1988 
at 0.00205 mg/L. Several active wells supplied by the Gulf Coast aquifer with total depths of 20 feet or more are used 
for domestic water supply within a 4-mile target distance limit of the site. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
Kelley Crop Service was an aerial herbicide and pesticide application business that operated from 1976 until 2007. 
Pesticides (toxaphene, Ordram, and methyl parathion) were mixed either in the planes or elsewhere at the site. 
Empty containers were rinsed and returned to farmers or were crushed and burned onsite. The burn area was 
approximately 100 ft2. Rinsates were disposed of on a concrete pad and drained into two small drainage ditches. The 
onsite well was reported to be 40 feet deep. During a 1988 site inspection, the site was described as being in poor 
condition, with empty containers lying about. 
 

 
 



 

During a Texas Water Commission PA/SI program site inspection on June 8, 1988, soil samples were collected from 
the drainage ditch adjacent to an on-site well and in the northern drainage ditch. Ordram (active ingredient: molinate) 
and toxaphene were detected below their 2014 TRRP Tier 1 commercial/industrial total soil combined protective 
concentration levels (PCLs) for a 0.5 acre source area. The onsite well water sample detected a concentration of 
0.00205 mg/L of toxaphene, which is below the TRRP PCL and MCL value of 0.003 mg/L. The onsite well was 
resampled at an unknown date between 1988 and 2004, with no toxaphene detected. 
 
EPA issued a NFRAP for the Kelley Crop Service site on August 16, 1994, because the site was an active facility and 
a RCRA non-filer. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION: 
On November 9, 2015, the TCEQ searched the Central Registry records and found that Kelley Crop Service once 
held registration for an above-ground petroleum storage tank used for refueling airplanes. Kelley Crop Service was 
assigned CN#600951016 and RN#101762052. 
 
On November 9, 2015, the TCEQ searched deed records, confirming that Mr. Dale Kelley owned real property at the 
site until 2007, when he passed away. The property is currently occupied by agricultural land, owned by Ms. Sandra 
J. Melton. TCEQ searched aerial imagery of the site in Google Earth, which shows that the airfield is no longer visible 
in the most recent images (dated October 2014) and may no longer be maintained. 
 
On November 17, 2015, the TCEQ spoke with Ms. Sandra Melton, the current property owner. She confirmed that the 
land is now used as pasture land and the airfield has not been active or used for aerial spraying since prior to 2007. 
No residents or workers are exposed to soils on this property, and no one uses the onsite well. 
 
On November 9, 2015, the TCEQ searched Secretary of State records, confirming that Mr. Dale Kelley owned Kelley 
Crop Service, Inc. from May 13, 1976 until it was dissolved on August 10, 2007, following Mr. Kelley’s death. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on November 19, 2015, a State Superfund Program eligibility 
determination of no further action (NFA) is concluded due to no documented release of hazardous substances at the 
site and an inactive status. 
 

 
 

Marfa AAF; Marfa AAF Army Airfield 2572 
Marfa, Presidio County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Marfa AAF South Auxiliary Field No 1 2574 
Marfa, Presidio County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Odell Flying Service 2585 
Quanah, Hardeman 

NFA 
04/04/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The Odell Flying Service, Inc. site is a former aerial pesticide applicator originally located off Highway 91 in Odell, 
Wilbarger County, Texas latitude: 34.350000, longitude:-99.41667, that operated from approximately 1961 to 1980. 
Odell Flying Service, Inc. moved its operation to the Quanah Airport in Hardeman County and operated there from 
approximately 1980-1984, when the operation was sold to Hardcastle Ag Air. 
 
The Odell location was near a small, bright green barn off Highway 91. FM 2379 W borders the southwest side of the 
property, Cooper St. borders the southeast side of the property and the north is bordered by land. There are no 
schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet of the site. 
 
The Quanah Airport is located in a rural Quanah, Hardeman County, Texas latitude: 34.276537, 
longitude:-99.756406, and operated from 1980 – 1984. The Quanah Airport location is located at the intersection of 
FM 2568 and Airport Rd. and is bordered on all sides by land. The airport consists of 5 buildings and two hangers 
from Google Earth images. 
 
Site History 
A RCRA 3012 preliminary assessment on Odell Flying Service was conducted by Margaret Hulsey, 
Engineering-Science, Inc., in 1987. An interview and site inspection of the Quanah Airport with L.A. Miller was done 
on January 7, 1985. Interviews with Bob Armstrong, inspector for the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) in 
Vernon and Larry Perkins, who flies for Hardcastle Ag Air, were done on January 8, 1985. A site inspection at the 
Odell site location was conducted on January 8, 1985. 
 
The owner of the site, L.A. Miller, was licensed for aerial application in approximately 1961 and most of his operations 
were originally based in Odell. At the Odell location, the strip used for the planes was a dirt street, which was later 
paved. Chemicals were loaded on the plane and followed by the addition of water. The Odell Flying Service 
operations moved to the Quanah Airport in Hardeman County in 1980 and then the company was sold to Hardcastle 
Ag Air in approximately 1984. Pits or other waste disposal facilities were not present at either site in Odell or Quanah. 
 
When allowable, DDT and toxaphene were included in the chemicals used for aerial application. All chemicals and 
rinsate were sprayed out onto the fields being treated. Empty containers were burned, kept, or given away for trash 
burning containers. During this period of time, the exterior of the plane was rarely washed on the street in Odell. 
Major groups of chemicals used at the time included organophosphates, carbamates, and hydrocarbons. Raw 
product chemicals were also bought as needed by the applicator. 
 
Empty containers were appropriately cleaned with a minimum of three rinses, and plastic and metal containers were 
disposed at a local landfill. Certain powder forms of pesticides in bags, such a Sevin and atrazine, were burned. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On April 1, 2014, Sabrina Johnson of the TCEQ researched the TDA’s pesticide applicators’ license database and did 
not find current pesticide licenses issued for Mr. L.A. Miller or Emil Kester, who is listed as the Registered Agent for 
Odell Flying Service, Inc. 
 
April 1, 2014, The White Pages were researched for L.A. Miller and Emil Kester and no phone numbers were listed. 

 
 



 

 
April 1, 2014, Google Earth was researched at the Odell location and based on the images it appears the site is 
mainly grass fields and a dirt road. The Quanah location has 5 buildings and 2 hangers present and is surrounded by 
grass fields. 
 
April 1, 2014, The Texas Water Development Board’s database was researched, and at the Odell location there are 
two water wells within ¼ mile of the site, three water wells within ½ mile of the site, and five water wells within a mile 
of the site. At the Quanah location there are no water wells within ¼ mile and ½ mile of the site, and three water wells 
within a mile of the site. 
 
Eligibility Status Determination 
As of April 1, 2014, there are no documented releases or mismanagement of hazardous substances at either the 
Odell or Quanah site. The site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to 
the state by the EPA., an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) for the Odell Flying Service, Inc. site is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

B K Paris Landfill 2604 
Borger, Hutchison 

OTH 
05/16/2011 

 
The site is located at East Jefferson Street about 0.4 mile south of the intersection of State Highway 152 and State 
Loop 246 on the east side of Borger, TX. The site consists of approximately 28 acres of land. The entrance to the 
landfill is on the west side of the site. The property owner lives in a trailer house about 50 yards west of the landfill 
entrance. 
 
The site was operated as Borger Landfill under permit number 647 by Mr. T. E. Sharp before 1986. The property was 
purchased by B. K. Paris, Inc., and was operated as a Type I municipal solid waste (MSW) landfill with the same 
permit number. The permit was transferred to Precision Processors, Inc., (PPI) on July 27, 1994. However, the 
property owner was still Mr. B. K. Paris and he served as a co-director for Precision Processors, Inc. It is not clear 
whether the landfill was active after PPI acquired the permit in 1994. PPI is the current post-closure care permit 
holder for the landfill; however, the property was sold to a private party in January 2003. Currently, the site is an 
inactive landfill. According to the current owner, the site is used for horse grazing. During the April 2, 2009 
Pre-CERCLIS site visit, scattered debris was observed on site. A significant sized washout, due to erosion, was 
observed on the south side of the site near the fence line. According to Candace Cox, TCEQ Region 1 Investigator, 
there are two other washout areas on the east side of the landfill, which can be viewed from the adjacent property. 
The surrounding area is mixed industrial and residential. The adjacent property northwest of the site appears to be a 
metal scrapping facility. The adjacent property to the northeast is vacant. The adjacent property to the west and north 
is undeveloped private ranch land. 
 
According to the file review, the following types of wastes were disposed at the landfill: demineralizer resin (Class II), 
calcium carbonate sludge, triple rinsed drums, barrels containing spent resin, sand used to absorb sulfuric acid, spent 
demineralizer resin beads, hydrocarbon contaminated soil, and sanitary sewage. In addition to these wastes, the 
facility also accepted asbestos-containing wastes such as construction demolition debris. During an inspection by the 
Texas Department of Health on October 22, 1991, wastes identified as asbestos were observed protruding through 
the cover material. The facility had dedicated one particular area within the landfill for disposal of asbestos waste in 
1992; however, the landfill had been accepting such wastes since 1988. It is not clear where asbestos waste was 
disposed of before 1992. 

 
 



 

 
A leak of hydrocarbons in a Phillips 66 Company pipeline on the adjacent property was documented in 1989. The 
groundwater remediation design was completed in 1990 by Phillips Petroleum Company and was operational in 
1991. During the investigation by Phillips Petroleum company in July 31, 1991, groundwater contamination by 
hydrocarbon liquid phase was observed on the landfill property. During the April 2, 2009 Pre-CERCLIS site visit, 
several monitoring wells were present at the site, some of which are believed to have been drilled by Phillips during 
their investigation. Some of the wells were installed by PPI, but failed to conduct actual groundwater monitoring. 
There was a methane gas leak documented at the site in 1998. During the April 2, 2009 Pre-CERCLIS site visit, a 
strong smell of sulphur was encountered in one area. 
 
The Pre-CERCLIS site investigation was completed on December 10, 2009. The site is currently being evaluated 
under Enforcement Section (Case No. 41124) of TCEQ and is not eligible for State Superfund at this time. 

 
 

Vick Dump 2648 
Grangerland, Montgomery 

NFA 
07/07/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Vick Dump Site is a ten acre site located on Old Houston Road, Grangerland, Montgomery County, Texas. The 
site is located in a rural area immediately west of Old Houston Road near its intersection with Texas Highway 242. 
The site is the location of a historical waste disposal operation and is currently an undeveloped wooded area. No 
buildings are present at the site and a natural gas pipeline corridor runs through the property at its northwestern 
edge. Surface topography slopes slightly to the south and southwest; however, some drainage from the eastern 
portion of the site may initially flow east into a drainage ditch along Old Houston Road. Drainage from the site flows 
into Dry Creek toward Caney Creek, Peach Creek and the San Jacinto River. The San Jacinto River flows to Burnett 
Bay, which flows to Galveston Bay. The site is surrounded by rural areas with several residences within 0.5 miles of 
the site. The closest residence is located approximately 100 feet north of the site, on the west side of Old Houston 
Road. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
The Vick Dump site was historically the burial location for over 2,000 drums of tar-like industrial waste containing acid 
phenolic tars and long chain alcohols that originally came from Rohm and Haas Chemical Company. In the early 
1960’s, these wastes were piled and buried in the center of the property, and occupied an approximate area of 2.5 
acres. 
 
The site was first inspected in September 1980 by the Texas Department of Water Resources (TDWR). The central 
portion of the property was covered with piles of drums containing burnt and unburnt waste. Many of the drums were 
broken and seepage of contained fluids was observed. Potential spill areas and waste pits were also identified at this 
time, including several long narrow trenches that may have been constructed for disposal of the waste. Samples of 
the waste material were collected in April 1981. The waste materials reported at the site were non-hazardous tars 
identified as the by-product from the manufacture of methyl methacrylate. 
 
Site remediation began in April 1981 when approximately 2,000 drums were removed. Excavation of select areas 
containing tar-like waste and waste-contaminated soil was also performed. Following completion of the remediation, 
the site was graded and imported sandy silt fill was placed to fill the excavated areas. Some minor areas of 
visually-impacted soil remained. Four on-site groundwater monitoring wells and surface waters from Dry Creek were 
sampled in December 1981. The results indicated no impacts to groundwater or surface water. 
 

 
 



 

In March 1982, additional excavation was performed to assess the nature and extent of waste remaining at the site. 
During this investigation, black colored soil of unknown extent and a small amount of waste was identified. 
Approximately 1,000 to 2,000 cubic yards of remaining affected soil was estimated. Samples of this soil were 
obtained in April 1982 and leachate tests were performed. The results of the leachate test did not indicate a 
propensity for the impacted soil to readily leach chemical constituents into the underlying soil. Additional excavation 
of visually impacted soil and waste material was performed in February 1983. 
 
A report entitled “Hydrogeological Investigation, Waste Disposal Site Evaluation, and Clean-up of the Vick Waste 
Disposal Site near Grangerland, Montgomery County, Texas” was submitted by Dames and Moore to the TDWR in 
July 1983. The report concluded that the site was “essentially free of waste materials” and that the potential for future 
contamination of waters was “non-existent”. However, Dames and Moore could not verify removal of all wastes and 
contaminated soils and the TDWR suspected a small amount of contaminated soil remained on-site. In October 1983, 
the TDWR requested deed recordation of the disposal area in the Montgomery County property records so deed 
recordation was filed on February 23, 1984. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION: 
In order to determine the impact of potential chemicals of concern (COCs) on nearby groundwater wells and 
sediment associated with historical activities at the site, the TCEQ conducted State Screening Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) sampling events on April 14-16, June 23, and August 5, 2014. 
Potential COCs for this site included manganese, methyl methacrylate, acetone, phenol, 4-methylphenol, and 
2,4-dimethylphenol. 
 
In April 2014, seven private wells and three public water supply wells were sampled and analyzed for metals, volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) with TIC analysis, and cyanide. Sediment 
samples were collected at six locations and analyzed for metals, SVOCs and cyanide. All metals, SVOCs and 
cyanide were reported below the lowest applicable assessment levels (either the Texas Risk Reduction Program 
(TRRP) Tier 1 Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs) or the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) benchmarks) 
in sediment and groundwater except arsenic and lead. In addition, all VOCs were reported below the lowest 
applicable assessment levels in groundwater. Arsenic was detected in sediment samples SE-01 at a concentration of 
2.21 mg/kg and SE-02 at a concentration of 3.39 mg/kg, both of which exceeded the SCDM benchmarks values; 
however, arsenic concentrations in these samples were determined to be consistent with naturally occurring levels. 
Arsenic was also detected at a level equal to the Sample Detection Limit but exceeding the SCDM groundwater 
pathway benchmark in groundwater samples GW-06, GW-07, GW09, GW-10 and GW-13, with estimated 
concentrations of 0.0001 mg/L. Lead was reported at a concentration of 0.141 mg/L in groundwater sample GW-09, 
which exceeded the TRRP Tier 1 GWGWIng PCL of 0.015 mg/L. Due to this PCL exceedance, this well was 
resampled on June 23, 2014 and lead was not detected. 
 
The data review conducted for the April 2014 analytical data rejected the SVOC sampling results at seven 
groundwater sampling locations (GW-01, GW-05, GW-06, GW-07, GW-08, GW-09 and GW-10) due to low MS/MSD 
or surrogate recoveries. As a result, groundwater was resampled for SVOCs at these locations on August 5, 2014. All 
concentrations of SVOCs were reported below the lowest applicable assessment levels in these samples. 
CONCLUSION: 
The analytical results from the SSDAP State Screening sampling events conducted in April, June and August 2014 
indicate no observed releases to groundwater, sediment or soil that would generate a qualifying Hazard Ranking 
System (HRS) site score or warrant further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further 
Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Rockport Air Force Station; Rockport AFS AC&W 2660 
Rockport, Aransas County 

 
 



 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

American Petrofina Company Abilene Terminal 2677 
Abilene, Taylor County 

NFA 
10/25/2012 

 
The American Petrofina, Company - Abilene Terminal site is located in the northeast corner of the intersection of US 
Highway 83 and Industrial Blvd. in Abilene, Taylor County, Texas. The site was a disposal facility for tank bottom 
remains and sludge from 1947 to 1980. According to an EPA Final Strategy Determination Report, dated August 20, 
1982, the pit was covered, and the EPA determined that No Futher Action was needed. 
 
On March 3, 1994 the Texas Water Commission determined the site was an inactive facility, and referred it to field 
operations for sampling. There is no evidence that the site was ever sampled. 
 
The site is currently a large building complex. Several businesses operate out of the complex including a law office, a 
Culligan water conditioning business, and an insurance agency. There is no exposed soil at the site because the 
building is entirely surrounded by concrete parking lots. The Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program has 
determined that No Further Action is needed at this site. 
 

 
 

Western Oil Transport Company Brownfield Shop dba Scurlock Permian 2687 
Brownfield, Terry County 

NFA 
03/30/2009 

 
Western Oil Transport began operations approximately in 1967 and they were still in operation during an inspection 
conducted during April 1984. Western Oil Transport was a truck maintenance facility that generated non-hazardous 
waste water and waste oil that was sold to a waste oil company for recovery purposes. During August 1996 the site 
was reported as doing business as Scurlock Permian, but was no longer active. During June 2000, the site was 
active and owned by Ashland Corporation and leased by Jenkins Brothers Electrical Contractors. On January 28, 
2009, an inquiry was sent to the Terry County Appraisal District. The Appraisal Office reported that the current site 
owner is Tenn-Tex LLC, 7118 Loblolly Pine Blvd., Fairview, TN 37062. An internet search revealed that Hydroflo 
Pumps headquarters is located at 7118 Loblolly Pine Blvd., Fairview, TN 37069 and has a branch location called 
Hydroflo Pumps of Texas located at 1886 David Bailey Rd., Brownfield, TX 79316, Phone (806) 637-8961 and is 
operated by Curtis Lester and Paul Hayes. 
 
Sampling events were conducted in 1984 and 2000. No hazardous substances were detected in 1984. In 2000 no 
hazardous substances were detected above Commercial /Industrial PCLs and the hazardous substances detected 
are not associated with truck maintenance and would be difficult to attribute to the site. Based a file review and two 
sampling events, no further action is required under the Superfund Program, for this site. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Former Navy Auxilliary Air Station INS; Dept of Justice - INS; Cameron County 2690 
Port Isabel, Cameron County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Highway 18 Ground Water 2691 
Kermit, Winkler County 

NPL 
09/07/2016 

 
Verification Site Summary – Kermit PWS No. 2480001 
110 S. Tornillo Street, Kermit, Winkler County, Texas 79745 
October 23, 2013 
 
Site Summary 
 
The City of Kermit Public Water Supply serves approximately 5,708 people, the total population of the city. There are 
also four known private wells within the city. Although these private wells are not used as drinking water, at least one 
well has a recreational contact exposure as it is used to fill a swimming pool. John Shepard, Director of Public Works 
for the City of Kermit, confirmed that there are 11 PWS wells, 10 of which are active, and that all water wells withdraw 
from the Santa Rosa aquifer; the aquifer flows from the Northeast to the Southwest. Including the 11 PWS wells, in 
June 2013, the TCEQ sampled 18 water wells dispersed throughout the City of Kermit. The wells and their respective 
information are as follows: 
 
(see site file) 
 
Site History 
 
The 2002 Pre-CERCLIS Screening Checklist ranked the site as High Potential Hazard (5) due to potential waste 
source(s) identified, a release strongly suspected or observed, targets present in the area and may be impacted. On 
July 6, 1999, August 23, 1999, May 2, 2000 and March 8, 2001 samples were collected at the Underwood pump 
house and showed elevated levels of trichloroethene (TCE). Of these samples, the ones taken on March 8, 2001 also 
showed elevated levels of perchloroethene (PCE) and dibromochloromethane. Samples taken at the Walton pump 
house on May 2, 2000 and December 18, 2000 showed elevated and increased levels of PCE and 
dibromochloromethane. The 2002 Pre-CERCLIS Screening Checklist identified no potential sources and stated that 
there was no evidence of hazardous substance being disposed, stored or treated at the City of Kermit Public Water 
Supply Corporation. 
 
Since 2004, yearly samples from Entry Point (EP) 001 have shown elevated levels of TCE with a peak of 1.2 UG/L in 
September 2012. Since 2006, yearly samples from EP 002 have shown elevated levels of PCE with a peak of 2.9 
UG/L in September 2009. Samples taken in 2011 and 2012 did not show elevated levels of PCE. 
 
TCEQ Research 
 
Due to these elevated levels of TCE and PCE, the TCEQ conducted a State Screening through the Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program in June 2013. Samples were taken from the wells listed in Table 1, not including 

 
 



 

MW (monitor well). Of the 18 wells sampled, 11 had either PCE or TCE detections. The wells with PCE detections 
include GW-01, GW-09, GW-10, GW-11, GW-12, GW-14, GW-22 and GW-26. The wells with TCE detections include 
GW-17, GW-18 and GW-19. Of the 11 detections, two of the wells, GW-09 and GW-10, exceeded both the MCL and 
SCDM values for PCE with concentrations of of 0.0233 mg/L and 0.00577 mg/L, respectively (MCL=0.005 mg/L; 
SCDM=0.005 mg/L). Two out of the 11 wells, GW-17 and GW-18, had TCE SCDM exceedances of 0.00139 mg/L and 
0.00146 mg/L, respectively (SCDM=0.001). 
 
Five of the wells exhibiting detections are located in the south/southwest area of the city; the three wells with the TCE 
detections are included in this group. The other six wells with PCE detections, including the wells with MCL and 
SCDM exceedances, are located approximately in the center area of the city. There are two dry cleaners located 
up-gradient from each group of wells with detections. K&O Classic Cleaners, located at 701 E. Austin Street 
(31.85881° N, -103.087814° W) is situated up-gradient of the six wells located in the center of the city. K&O Classic 
Cleaners is located approximately 0.17 miles NE of GW-01, the nearest well with PCE detection, and 0.34 miles NE 
of GW-09, the well with the highest PCE MCL exceedance. The second dry cleaner, Quality Cleaners, is located at 
401 W. Campbell Street (31.852458° N, -103.096078° W) and is up-gradient from the five wells located in the 
south-southwestern part of the city. However, the business is located down-gradient from the other six wells. Quality 
Cleaners is located approximately 0.40 miles NE of the GW-19, the nearest well with TCE detection, and 0.44 miles 
NE of GW-18, the well with the highest TCE SCDM exceedance. Note: GW-10 is not an active well and was turned 
on for the June 2013 sampling event. Also Note: GW-18 samples are considered estimated results due to a potential 
for low bias in the results, as the surrogate recovery was outside acceptable limits. 
 
There were documented releases of potential hazardous substances at each dry cleaner locations. See Appendix A 
for photographs at each location. Using HRS Quickscore, the TCEQ determined a worst-case-scenario site score of 
50 via the groundwater pathway for the Kermit PWS No. 2480001 SSDAP Site. See Appendix B for a copy of the final 
scoresheet. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, SSDAP has established groundwater contamination of PCE and TCE, with MCL and SCDM 
exceedences of PCE and SCDM exceedences of TCE. EPA has assumed the assessment of this apparent NPL 
caliber site under their PA/SI Program. 
 

 
 

Naval Laboratory Transmitter Site; Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife 2693 
Roma, Starr County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

American Rice Growers Co-op 2703 
Liberty, Liberty County 

NFA 
02/21/2008 

 
I visited the site, in Liberty, Texas, with URS personnel for the purpose of collecting surface soil samples for the 
evaluation of the site’s ability to be included in the state Superfund Program. Five soil samples were taken around the 

 
 



 

site. The samples were analyzed for a suite of constituents including pesticides. The site is no longer being used for 
wholesale chemical storage and is no longer affiliated with the American Rice Growers CO-OP. The site is being used 
as a commercial storage facility not dealing in chemicals. Arsenic, lead, mercury, dieldrin and toxaphene slightly 
exceeded the Tier 1 Residential Soil Protective Concentration Levels (PCL) for a 30-acre source area in at least one 
sample. However, as the site is a commercial property the concentrations of the chemicals of concern (COC) did not 
exceed the Commercial/Industrial criteria as detailed in TRRP. The site would not qualify for inclusion in the 
Superfund Program. The site should be rated NFA. 
 

 
 

Battery Recyclers of Houston 2705 
Pearland, Brazoria 

NFA 
10/14/2014 

 
Site Setting and History: 
 
Battery Recyclers of Houston (BRH) operated a 2-acre tract battery recycling facility at 17605 Telephone Road 
(Highway 35), Pearland, Texas, from 1979 to 1981. BRH used two self-contained lead smelters located in an on-site 
building to recover lead from used batteries. The facility generated hazardous waste sludge from secondary lead 
smelting and recycling. The facility was later owned by Gatech which also owned a 4-acre track (4531 S. Main St.) to 
the south of the area. The two tracts are connected by a dirt road. 
 
The BRH site is located in a light industrial/rural area south of Pearland, Texas. Hastings Oil Field surrounds the area 
and IMSC Oil Field Services currently operates directly west of the site. According to the 1993 Site Investigation (SI) 
Report, a Type IV Landfill operated by Hill & Hill was located northeast of the site, and a scrap yard owned by ARK 
Wrecking was located north and east of the site. Wooded land with open fields surrounds the entire former Gatech 
Facility. Battery recycling operations are no longer conducted at either property. 
 
On August 20, 2013, the BRH site was determined to be eligible for state screening under the Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP). 
 
SSDAP State Screening Activities: 
Based on historic and current facility operations, the critical Hazard Ranking System pathways were identified for the 
site. The soil exposure pathway for on-site and off-site surface soil and the groundwater pathway for sole-source 
drinking water wells. The soil pathway was identified based on the potential historical release from the documented 
smelter operations and the newly identified stockpile of black material. The groundwater pathway was identified for 
the on-site and off-site water wells since well water is the primary or sole-source of water supply for residential 
dwellings and commercial/industrial operations within a half-mile of the site. 
Groundwater samples were collected from eight drinking water wells on and off-site and analyzed for VOCs, SVOCs, 
and metals. Analysis for two of the off-site wells revealed concentrations of two chemicals of concern (COCs) above 
their respective protective concentration limits (PCLs) and were subsequently resampled to confirm initial results. In 
sample GW-4-(178227), bis(2-Ethylhexyl) phthalate was detected at a concentration of 0.0156 mg/L which exceeded 
the PCL value of 0.006 mg/L. In sample GW-6-(178200), lead was detected at 0.0153 mg/L which exceeded the PCL 
value of 0.0150 mg/L. Analytical results from the samples collected July 22, 2014 indicate sample GW-4-(178227) did 
not exhibit a detectable concentration of bis(2-Ethylhexyl) phthalate and lead in GW-6-(178200) was detected below 
the PCL. No other COCs were detected above the LORP. 
Six surface soil samples and one sample of stockpiled material were collected as part of the state screening activities. 
Three samples were collected near the former process area, and three were collected from off-site residential 
locations including one background sample. The stockpiled material is a waste resulting from the current operations 

 
 



 

at the site. The three samples from nearby the former process area and the stockpile were analyzed for metals, 
SVOCs, Pesticides, and PCBs, while the remaining three were only analyzed for metals. Analysis of the stockpile and 
the three samples collected nearby the former process area revealed various PCL exceedances for metals and 
SVOCs. Most notably, there were commercial/industrial (C/I) (TotSoilComb) PCL exceedances for lead and arsenic in 
samples SS-2 and STKP-1 respectively. In SS-3 and STKP-1, Benzo(a)pyrene was detected above the C/I 
(TotSoilComb) PCL. STKP-1 also exceeded the C/I (TotSoilComb)PCL for both Dibenz(a,h)anthracene. No PCL 
exceedances were detected at any of the samples collected from residential properties. 
 
Conclusion: 
Based on the results of the screening efforts, which include laboratory analysis of groundwater and soil samples from 
onsite and other nearby properties, SSDAP has determined that although C/I (TotSoilComb) PCL exceedences were 
documented at the property located at 17605 Highway 35 South, the property is an active facility and therefore is not 
eligible for further action. The site was referred to the TCEQ Region 12 for additional investigation via Interoffice 
Memorandum dated September 29, 2014. 
The data generated by the SSDAP State Screening of BRH also indicates there are no significant impacts to 
groundwater or soil targets in the critical pathways of HRS evaluation that would generate a qualifying HRS site score 
and does not warrant further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on 
the information available at this time. 

 
 

Culp Agri Chemicals 2708 
Breckenridge, Stephens Co unty 

NFA 
11/23/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 
The Culp Agri Chemicals site consists of an inactive aerial pesticide applicator business that operated out of the 
Stephens County Airport. The site is located approximately 2 miles south of the town of Breckenridge, Stephens 
County, Texas on County Road 151. Land use surrounding the site is rural farm and ranch land. A number of oil wells 
and pad sites are present in the area surrounding the site. Gunsolus Creek is located approximately ¾ mile east of 
the site. Gunsolus Creek is a tributary of the Brazos River. One water well with total depth of 95 feet (Graham 
Formation) is used for domestic water supply within a 1-mile TDL of the site. A total of 26 domestic wells are located 
within a 4-mile target distance limit of the site. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
Culp Agri Chemicals was an aerial pesticide application business that operated at the site from 1976-1984 by Mr. 
Gary L. Culp. Pesticides were stored in an airplane hangar at the site and were mixed at the location of the field to be 
sprayed. When spraying equipment was rinsed, the rinsate was sprayed out on the crop field that was being treated. 
Pesticides including 2,4-D, 2,4,5-T, ethyl parathion, and methyl parathion were stored at the site. Empty containers 
were returned to the land owner of the field being sprayed for disposal. 
 
EPA referred the Culp Agri Chemicals site to the TWC RCRA Investigation team on December 29, 1987, to determine 
if RCRA violations had occurred at the site. Two composite soil samples were taken during a TWC site inspection on 
February 17, 1987, from drainage ditches and loading operations area. Concentrations of 2,4,5-T; 2,4-D; ethyl 
parathion; and methyl parathion were below the 2014 TRRP Tier 1 Commercial/industrial soil PCLs (TotSoilComb and 
GWSoilIng) for a source area for less than 0.5 acres and the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix screening 
concentration benchmarks. 
 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION: 

 
 



 

Searched the Secretary of State database, and no records were found for Culp Agri Chemicals or Gary L. Culp, the 
owner of the Culp Agri Chemicals operation. One Gary Culp of Amarillo was listed as director of Culp Farms, Inc. that 
operated from March 27, 1978, to the present. This appears to be an unrelated entity. 
 
Searched the EPA Envirofacts Facility database, and found no entries for Culp Agri Chemicals or the owner Mr. Gary 
L. Culp. The Stephens County Airport is assigned EPA Registry ID: 110038025188 regarding air emissions from 
airport activities. 
 
Searched the Central Registry database, and found entries for Culp Agrichemicals, which held PST Registration ID 
53878 (now inactive) and parent company Terra International Inc. The Stephens County Airport is RN#103729638 
and held a Stormwater permit from 2002 until 2006. 
 
Searched deed records and found that the property is currently owned by Stephens County. The TCEQ attempted to 
contact the current airport manager, Judge Gary Fuller, by telephone, but was unable to reach him because he was in 
court. 
 
Searched aerial imagery of the site in Google Earth, which shows that the site is currently used as the county airport. 
Approximately 10 residences were located within one mile of the site. 
 
Searched the Texas Water Development Board’s Water Data Interactive database, and found that approximately 26 
domestic water wells are located within a 4 mile radius of the site. 
 
Researched the source of municipal drinking water in Breckenridge, and found that the sources for the West Central 
Texas Municipal Water District PWS are several reservoirs, including Hubbard Creek Lake in Breckenridge. 
 
Searched the Pesticide Applicator database, and found no current records for Mr. Culp or the site address. Accessed 
at Texas Department of Agriculture’s webpage http://texasagriculture.gov/ReportsPublications.aspx. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on November 18, 2015, a State Superfund Program eligibility 
determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded due to no chemicals of concern exceeding applicable 2014 
TRRP Tier 1 Commercial/industrial soil PCLs (TotSoilComb and GWSoilIng) for a source area for less than 0.5 acres. 

 
 

 
Old Malone Company 2761 

Alvin, Brazoria County 
NFA 

08/12/2010 
 

Site History and Setting: 
The approximate location of the Old Malone Company Site is at the intersection of State Hwy 6 and Farm to Market 
Road (FM) 1764 in Santa Fe, Brazoria County Texas. A citizen in 1982 reported to US EPA that the Old Malone 
Company had received drilling mud and possibly other oilfield wastes and deposited in a pit near Hwy 6 and FM 
1764. The citizen was not specific about the exact location of the pit. Santa Fe Elementary School is less than a half 
mile from the approximate location of the site. Mustang Bayou is located less than a mile from the site. The area is 
well developed with mixed residential and commercial land use. 
 
TCEQ Activities: 
The TCEQ searched the Central Registry for Old Malone Company. No listing for the company was found. 

 
 



 

 
The TCEQ searched yellow and white pages in Brazoria County and nearby cities for the Old Malone Company but 
did not find any information about the company. 
 
The TCEQ searched the EPA CERCLIS database for archived sites and it showed that the EPA issued a NFRAP for 
the site in 1982. No further information was available in the database. 
 
The TCEA performed a search of the Central Files in Austin office and files in the Region 12 and did not turn up any 
information for the site. 
 
The TCEQ performed a search of ground water wells using a TCEQ internal database. The database showed that 
two City of Galveston public drinking wells are located within a one mile radius of the site. One of the wells is located 
on the Sante Fe Elementary School property. 
 
Google Earth was utilized to find the pit location. The recent aerial photograph of the area shows the entire area 
around the intersection of Hwy 6 and FM 1764 has been developed into commercial real estate. The pit described by 
the citizen could not be identified in the area. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
After the TCEQ review of the available information the current determination is that the Old Malone Company pit Site 
should be “No Further Action”. The site could not be found using the information provided by the citizen in 1982. 
Review of recent aerial photographs indicated that no open pits or ponds are located in the vicinity of the pit location 
given by the citizen in 1982. 
 

 
 

S & R Oil Company 2773 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
04/19/2011 

 
Site Settings: 
The former S&R Oil Company (S&R) site is located in the southwest part of Harris County at 11459 Minetta Street, in 
Houston, Texas. The site occupies an approximate area of 8.7 acres and is located on the southeast corner of the 
intersection of Ormandy Street and Minetta Street. Several large buildings and refinery equipment are on the 
property. S&R operated at this location from 1953 until 1987 and produced various grades of the lubrication oils and 
also accepted fuels and fuel by-products for resale. Marcus Oil and Chemical, the current owner, manufactures food 
grade polyethylene wax. The surrounding land use is commercial and residential. New Deliverance Church and the 
Gulf Coast Club are located across the street from the Site. Residential properties are located to the northeast of the 
site. The City of Houston supplies the drinking water to the area. 
 
Site History: 
In 1953, S&R began re-refining lubrication oils at the site. In addition, the facility accepted fuel and fuel by-products 
for resale as industrial boiler feed-stock or cutter stock for marine fuel. S&R reportedly had poor housekeeping 
practices and much of the soil at the processing area had been contaminated by repeated spills and equipment leaks. 
A storm water lagoon or surface water impoundment was utilized as a storm water surge basin and preliminary oil 
separation facility. Any spills or leaks from plant processing equipments were directed via the storm water ditches into 
the surface impoundment, which was part of the wastewater permit No. 01603. The surface impoundment was 80 

 
 



 

feet long, 50 feet wide and approximately six to eight feet deep. A wastewater treatment system had been 
constructed onsite to treat the water from the surface impoundment. 
 
The file review indicates that Marcus Oil and Chemical implemented the approved closure plan by excavating the 
lagoon and removing a large volume of the contaminated soil by hauling off site and backfilling the excavated area 
with clean soil. The closure activities were closely monitored by the Texas Water Commission’s (TWC) Houston 
office. In August 1992, the TWC Houston’s office issued a letter accepting the closure of the lagoon and closed the 
Permit No. 01063. The city of Houston’s Health and Human Services Department which also participated in the 
monitoring of the lagoon closure activities also accepted the remediation of the lagoon. 
 
In July, 1987, Marcus Oil and Chemical, a division of H.D.R Corporation, bought the site and started manufacturing 
food grade polyethylene wax. The S&R facility was abandoned, old tanks and equipment were removed and new 
equipment was brought on- line for polyethylene processing. In 2004, a fire destroyed the warehouse building and 
damaged equipment and tanks. The company rebuilt after the fire and is currently manufacturing polyethylene wax at 
this facility. 
 
 
 
Verification Activities: 
Andy Bajwa of TCEQ visited the site on March 17, 2010 and interviewed the General Manger of the Marcus Oil 
Company, Mr. Craig Crawly. Mr. Crawly stated that he worked for S&R when the lagoon was remediated. He further 
stated that the current operations consists of manufacturing of food grade polyethylene wax and does not produce 
any hazardous wastes or discharge to storm water. Mr. Bajwa inspected the site and did not observe any 
environmental problems. The area where the lagoon was located is now a well vegetated grassy lawn. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
From the file review and site visit, it appears that the lagoon was properly closed and no other releases of hazardous 
substances have occurred. Therefore, no further Action is recommended at this time under the State Superfund 
Program. 
 

 
 

Atlas AF Facility S-5; Brown Property 2810 
Oplin, Callahan County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Bergstrom AFB Nike Battery BG-40; Bee Caves Research Center 2811 
Austin, Travis County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 

 
 



 

 
Laredo Ground Gunnery Range; Killam et al Properties 2819 

Laredo, Webb County 
NFA 

06/25/2010 
 

See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Moore Air Force Base; Moore Field Village Partners; Moore AFB MFVP 2820 
Mission, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Three Way Farm Service 2854 
Dimmitt, Castro County 

NFA 
08/29/2012 

 
The Three Way Farm Service site (site) is an inactive former headquarters/operations area for ground application and 
sale of pesticides and fertilizers. The site is approximately eight acres in size and is located in a predominantly rural 
area five miles southeast of Dimmitt, off Farm-to-Market Road 194. 
The Three Way Farm Service operated a fertilizer and pesticide retail business at the site from approximately 1979 
until February 1988. Fertilizer and pesticide application in the area was also conducted from the site from 1979 to 
1983. The reported pesticides used were diazinon, Dipel, Furadan, Comite, and miticides. Prior to 1979, the fertilizer 
retail business was operated by a different company known as Red Barn Fertilizer. 
A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) was completed in December 1985. 
The report indicated that liquid rinsate from the pesticide application equipment was disposed of on the ground. 
During the PA site visit, no empty containers were observed nor chemical odors detected. Vegetation appeared 
normal except in one area; however, it was unclear if pesticides or heavy vehicle usage was responsible for the lack 
of vegetation in that area. No soil stains or other evidence of environmental distress were observed. 
In October 1988, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Site Inspection Report was completed. Soil samples were 
collected during the site inspection and analyzed for toxaphene, 2,4-D, and 2,4,5-T. Toxaphene was detected at 
concentrations of 3.2 mg/kg and 60 mg/kg in two samples. 2,4-D, and 2,4,5-T were not detected in the soil samples. 
Faint pesticide odors and distinct non-vegetated areas were also noted during the site inspection. 
On November 11, 2000, another site visit with soil sampling was conducted. At that time, the site consisted of an 
office/warehouse, a machine shop, a dry fertilizer storage warehouse, three former fertilizer storage tanks, two water 
tanks, a mixing tank and an inactive groundwater well. Areas of stressed vegetation were observed near the location 
of the fertilizer storage tanks and dry fertilizer storage warehouse. Soil samples were analyzed for VOCs, SVOCs, 
metals, cyanide, pesticides, and PCBs. Toxaphene was detected in one sample at a concentration of 0.75 mg/kg and 
dibenz(a,h)anthracene was detected in two samples at concentrations of 1.01 mg/kg and 0.75 mg/kg. These 
concentrations are below the applicable TRRP commercial/industrial (current site land use classification) total soil 
combined PCLs of 17 mg/kg for toxaphene and 2.4 mg/kg for dibenz(a,h)anthracene. 

 
 



 

As of July 2011, the site is currently an irrigation business and there is currently no pesticide or fertilizer applications 
or pesticide/fertilizer retail operations being conducted from the site. The three fertilizer storage tanks, two water 
tanks, and one mixing tank have been removed from the site. The site currently consists of an office/warehouse, a 
shop building, a former dry fertilizer storage warehouse (used for equipment and irrigation supply storage), and an 
active groundwater supply well with a depth to water of 320 feet in 2004. The current buildings at the site did not 
appear to have been modified since the previous investigation. Two above ground fuel storage tanks and one above 
ground used oil storage tank were located on the south side of the shop building. Areas of stained gravel/soil were 
noted in this area. The areas near the location of the former fertilizer storage tanks and dry fertilizer storage 
warehouse are currently covered with gravel material. An overhead steel walkway, located to the north of the former 
storage area for the fertilizer tanks, supports a water line that is used to pressure-wash large trucks. 
The nearest groundwater well is located on site, at the southwest side of the office/warehouse building, and is used 
for drinking water. There is another active domestic well that is located approximately 0.2 mile to the north. 
Groundwater is located approximately 275-320 feet below ground surface in the area. 
In July 2011, one on-site drinking water well and two off-site drinking water wells, approximately 0.2 miles north and 
3.18 miles northwest, respectively, were sampled for organochlorine pesticides, SVOCs, and metals. All analytes, 
including toxaphene and dibenzo(a,h)anthracene, were detected below their respective TRRP residential 
groundwater ingestion PCLs. 
Based on the lack of documented hazardous substances impacts to the groundwater migration pathway, despite the 
age of the potential release (~28 years); the lack of non-worker receptors in the soil exposure pathway; and the lack 
of significant sources or chemical concentrations that would prompt a removal action; the TCEQ Site Discovery and 
Assessment Program (SDAP) recommends no further action under the SDAP at this time. 
 

 
 

Toms Custom Spraying 2855 
Canyon, Randall County 

NFA 
10/08/2015 

 
Site Setting and History 
 
Toms Custom Spraying (the “site”), is located at 23000 FM 1062 (0.6 miles west of the intersection of FM 168 and FM 
1062) in Canyon, Randall County, Texas (latitude: 34.985842° N, longitude: -102.107272 ° W). The site is located in a 
rural area and is surrounded by other farms, pastureland, and planted fields. The business is currently inactive and 
the site is used as a residence. Onsite and surrounding land use is residential and agricultural. Surface water 
drainage is approximated to the southeast. The primary aquifer located in the site vicinity is the Ogallala Aquifer. 
Regional groundwater gradient is to the southeast. 
 
According to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Preliminary Assessment (PA) and Site Inspection (SI) records, 
Mr. Thomas Payne owned/operated a ground herbicide applicator business from 1979 through 1981, when spraying 
activities were restricted to Mr. Payne’s own fields. According to the PA/SI reports, in 1971 a spill involving 
approximately 300 gallons of atrazine mixture (consisting of approximately 60 pounds of atrazine) occurred in a field 
on Thomas Payne’s property, therefore operations date back to at least 1971. A PA interview on 11/11/1985 indicated 
that Mr. Payne no longer owned any applicator equipment. 
 
According to the EPA PA, the main pesticides used were 2,4-D and atrazine. Additional historic chemicals used in site 
operations included Banvel (dicamba), propazine, Bladex (cyanazine), and Roundup (glyphosate). While in business, 
all herbicides were purchased on an as needed basis. The herbicide was added to the applicator and the entire 
mixture was sprayed at the site being treated. When the applicator was cleaned, a neutralizer was added to the tank 
and sprayed out at the field site or into a drainage ditch where treatment was needed. Plastic, paper, and metal 

 
 



 

containers were cleaned according to the label instructions and either buried in an on-site pit or given to customers. 
Two burial pits existed on-site. Rinsate liquids were loaded and sprayed onto the fields. 
 
The site formerly occupied 480 acres and consisted of an operations area, a private residence, garage, tank, barn, 
storage sheds, two water wells, and cultivated fields. One residential well was observed onsite during the PA/SI. As 
observed during Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) state screening activities in 2015, the 
site currently consists of 20 acres with a private residence, above-ground pool, twelve shed, barn, or garage 
structures, horse corral, hog pen currently used to contain pheasant, operations area, and three water wells. Two 
water wells are used for drinking water and consist of an shallower, older windmill well and a deeper, newer well 
installed approximately 15 years ago that is currently used as the primary water supply well. Information from Mr. and 
Mrs. Payne provided in 2015 indicates total depths of 175 feet below ground surface (ft bgs) and 205 ft bgs for the 
windmill well and newer well, respectively, with depth to groudwater in both wells located at approximately 150 ft bgs. 
An irrigation well is located approximately 0.10 miles northwest of the residence near the former operations area. The 
majority of the original site property (460 acres of fields/farm surrounding the site and part of the late 1980’s 
investigations) was recently sold to Mr. Dwight Brandt in February 2014. This excludes the portion of the property that 
contains the residence, former operations area, and drinking water wells, which is still owned by Thomas Payne. Mr. 
Payne’s son and daughter-in-law, John and Darci Payne, currently use this portion of the property as a private 
residence (telephone conversations 01/27/2009 and 12/09/2014). 
 
Previous Sampling Events 
 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification form was prepared by the EPA on February 11, 1985. On 
November 19, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment was prepared for 
the EPA. A phone interview was conducted with Mr. Thomas Payne on November 11, 1985 followed by a site visit on 
November 13, 1985 by Margaret Hulsey with Engineering Science, Inc. A low priority site inspection under the Texas 
Water Commission (TWC) PA/SI program was recommended based on the historic atrazine spill and onsite burial of 
containers. On March 3, 1986, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Tentative Disposition was prepared for the EPA with 
a recommendation of a low priority site inspection by the TWC. 
 
On September 21, 1988, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site, Site Inspection Report was prepared for the EPA and 
TWC PA/SI program by Keith Wheeler and Eileen Tanner of Engineering-Science, Inc. A site inspection and interview 
with Mr. Thomas Payne was conducted on August 4, 1988. The area surrounding a pesticide spill was devoid of 
vegetation. Soil samples were collected from the front yard (background location), the atrazine spill area, and next to 
the burial pit location. Groundwater samples were collected from the irrigation well near the atrazine spill area and the 
drinking well near the residence. Sample results indicated low concentrations of atrazine in soil near the spill area 
and operations area and a low concentration of 2,4-D (0.0006 mg/l) in an on-site irrigation well. The PA/SI concluded 
with a medium apparent seriousness site assignment with recommended continued monitoring by the state. 
 
On November 30, 1988, an EPA Superfund Site Strategy Recommendation was completed for the site with no further 
remedial action planned and a suggestion that the TWC monitor the groundwater for changes in pesticide 
concentrations. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Inspection Report Review performed by the EPA on December 27, 
1988 recommended sampling nearby wells and confirming the 2,4-D concentration found in the irrigation well. A State 
Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility/Status Sheet was prepared on August 15, 1996 and referred the site to the Field 
Operations Division on 9/16/1992 for sampling inspection. 
 
Site sampling activities were performed on November 9, 2000 by Daniel B. Stephens and Associates, Inc. and a 
moderate potential hazard rank was assigned. Two surface soils were collected from 0 to 4 inches (in) bgs across the 
road to the west by the front yard (background location) and in a spill area near the operations area. It should be 
noted that the spill area referred to in the 1988 report was located west of the site and east of Adkisson Road in 

 
 



 

agricultural fields. The spill site in the 2001 report is referenced in the former operations area. One groundwater 
sample was collected from the drinking well located to the northwest of the residence. Arsenic concentrations in 2000 
were above Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Tier 1 Residential & Industrial TotSoilComb Protective 
Concentration Levels (PCLs) (1,020 mg/kg) in the soil near the spill area. Dibenz(a,h)anthracene concentrations were 
above TRRP Tier 1 Residential TotSoilComb PCLs in the background and spill area samples at 0.595 and 0.989 
mg/kg, respectively. Lead concentrations exceeded the Texas State Median Background Concentration in both soil 
samples. Water well results from the 2000 sampling event revealed contamination below TRRP PCLs. Further 
evaluation of the site was determined to be necessary on August 27, 2002. 
 
Site screening activities were performed by URS for the state on June 14, 2005. Groundwater samples were 
collected from the drinking well located to the northwest of the residence and an agricultural well near the former 
Operations Area. Two surface soil samples were collected from a depth of 0 to 6 in bgs across the road to the west by 
the front yard (background location) and in the spill area near the former operations area. Lead and selenium 
concentrations in surface soil slightly exceeded the Texas State Median Background Concentration and TRRP Tier 1 
GWSoilIng PCL for a 30-acre source area, respectively, in at least one sample. Water well results from the 2005 
sampling event revealed contamination below TRRP PCLs. 
 
A State Superfund Eligibility Determination Verification Form was completed by David Banda on January 29, 2009 
with the recommendation of sampling needed. 
 
SSDAP State Screening Activities 
 
A SSDAP site reconnaissance was conducted on January 7, 2015. During the site visit, private well groundwater was 
confirmed as the sole source of drinking water. One drinking water windmill well and one agricultural well were 
confirmed onsite and located northwest of the residence near the above-ground pool and to the north of the property 
in the former operations area, respectively. Mostly empty plastic chemical totes were observed outside the large shed 
northwest of the above-ground pool. An area devoid of vegetation was observed in the approximate location of the 
spill area noted in the 2001 and 2005 report figures in the former operations area. The fields to the west of the site 
where the 1988 atrazine spill was documented were observed to be active agricultural fields. TCEQ became aware of 
a third water well during conversations with the owner preceding the sampling event. The third well is located due 
north of the residence and currently serves as the primary drinking water well. 
Based on historic and current operations and site conditions, the soil exposure pathway for on-site surface soil and 
the groundwater pathway for sole-source drinking water wells on and off-site were identified as the critical Hazard 
Ranking System pathways for the site. The soil pathway was identified based on historic spills, previous surface soil 
concentrations for arsenic and dibenz(a,h)anthracene in exceedance of the PCL, and the location of a residence 
onsite. The groundwater pathway was identified for onsite and off-site water wells because it is the sole-source of 
water supply in the area and from a historic low-level detection of 2,4-D in a nearby irrigation well. 
Analyses and COCs were developed based on site knowledge of historic chemical use, environmental fate and 
transport, and previous analytical results. Half-lives, the amount of time passed since the site was active, and 
development of comparison values for HRS scoring purposes were taken into account when considering analytical 
requirements. Site COCs were determined to be arsenic, lead, selenium, atrazine, 2,4-D, and dibenz(a,h)anthracene. 
Analyses for dicamba (in soil and groundwater) and propazine, cyanazine, and glyphosate in groundwater only were 
added to the sampling plan based on site history and environmental fate and transport. 
Eight groundwater samples were collected from two private drinking water wells onsite, five private drinking water 
wells off-site, and one public water supply well off-site that additionally served as a representative background 
sample. The onsite water wells are located approximately 120 feet northwest of the residence adjacent to an 
above-ground pool (older windmill well) and approximately 130 feet north of the residence adjacent to a storage shed 
and workshop (newer well contained in a well house). The off-site public supply well is located approximately 2.60 
miles northwest of the site and was selected as a representative background sample because it is located upgradient 
of the regional groundwater flow direction and contained some of the overall lowest analytical concentrations. The 

 
 



 

remaining off-site private drinking water wells were selected in locations surrounding the site in each direction, as 
close to the site as possible, or in the direction of regional groundwater gradient. Two locations were selected in the 
east and west directions, one location was selected in the south/southwest direction, and two locations were selected 
in the southeast and regional downgradient direction because one of the wells may be screened in a deeper aquifer. 
Access was denied for private drinking water wells located immediately adjacent to the site in the west, 
north/northwest, and south/southwest directions. 
Groundwater samples were analyzed for VOCs, SVOCs (EPA Method 8270D), chlorophenoxy herbicides, 
organochlorine pesticides, SVOCs by EPA Drinking Water method 525.2 (atrazine and propazine), glyphosate, 
cyanazine, and metals. Analyses revealed detected concentrations of the following metals in one or more 
groundwater samples: aluminum, arsenic, barium, copper, lead, manganese, selenium, and zinc. All concentrations 
were less than their respective PCLs. Detected and estimated concentrations of arsenic exceeded the Superfund 
Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) benchmark value in all groundwater samples. All arsenic concentrations in 
groundwater were below the calculated three times background value. Aluminum exceeded the three times 
background value in one onsite well. Zinc exceeded the three times background concentration in both onsite wells 
and the offsite wells in the east and southeast directions. All aluminum and zinc concentrations in groundwater were 
below SCDM benchmark values. All other analytes were below SCDM benchmarks and three times background 
concentrations. 
Six surface soil samples were collected from three locations as part of state screening activities. Two sample 
locations were collected onsite at approximately 200 feet west of the residence near a woodshop shed and 
approximately 170 feet northwest of the residence near a burn pit and next to the shed where plastic chemical totes 
were observed at depth intervals of 0-6 inches and 6-12 inches each. A representative background soil sample was 
collected at the public water supply well property at depth intervals of 0-6 inches and 6-12 inches because no major 
roads are nearby and the surrounding fields are not used for agricultural crop production. 
Soil samples were analyzed for SVOCs, chlorophenoxy herbicides, organochlorine pesticides, and metals. Analyses 
revealed various detected concentrations for metals, SVOCs, and organochlorine pesticides. All concentrations were 
less than their respective PCLs. Most notably, arsenic concentrations exceeded the SCDM benchmark value in all soil 
samples. Detected and estimated concentrations of benzo(a)pyrene exceeded the SCDM benchmark in both sample 
intervals of the background soil sample and the 6-12 in bgs interval of both onsite soil samples. 
Dibenz(a,h)anthracene exceeded the SCDM benchmark in the 6-12 in bgs interval of the background soil sample. All 
arsenic, benzo(a)pyrene, and dibenz(a,h)anthracene concentrations in soil were below respective calculated three 
times background values. Zinc and bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate exceeded the three times background values in the 0-6 
in bgs sample interval of the northwest onsite soil sample. All zinc and bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate concentrations in 
soil were below respective SCDM benchmark values. Detected concentrations of organochlorine pesticides and all 
other anlaytes were below respective SCDM benchmark and calculated three time background values. 
An inventory of on-site chemicals was recorded by TCEQ during the sampling event. Chemicals observed on-site 
consisted of unlabeled clear liquid, unspecified dark brown residues, gasoline, propane gas, oxygen gas, 
argon-carbon dioxide gas, acetylene dissolved gas, scrap metal, car batteries, paint, motor oil/lubricator, hydraulic 
and transmission fluid/oil, driveway filler and sealer, Fresh Start detergent or paint primer, WD-40, Portland cement, 
pool care chemicals, and animal feed in addition to unlabeled/unknown products. 
Conclusion 
 
The site is currently used as a private residence and for farming operations and has been inactive for approximately 
30 years. Based on results of State Screening, which include laboratory analysis of groundwater and surface soil 
samples from onsite and other nearby properties, the data generated does not contribute significantly to an HRS 
score. 
Although arsenic concentrations in soil and groundwater samples and benzo(a)pyrene and dibenz(a,h)anthracene 
concentrations in soil samples exceeded respective SCDM benchmark values, concentrations were below respective 
PCL and below respective three times background values and do not constitute an observed release. Although the 
LORPs for arsenic in groundwater and benzo(a)pyrene and dibenz(a,h)anthracene in soil are in exceedance of 

 
 



 

respective SCDM benchmark values, neither an observed release nor a PCL exceedance was observed in the 
dataset generated.. 
Although the aluminum groundwater concentration in the historic onsite windmill well exceeded the three times 
background value, this well is not used as the primary drinking water well and there is not a significant number of 
targets. Although zinc concentrations in soil and groundwater samples exceeded the three times background value, 
the zinc soil concentration exceedance in the 0-6 in bgs sample interval was delineated in the 6-12 in bgs interval and 
zinc is considered a nutrient. The bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate exceedance of the three times background value in the 
0-6 in bgs interval was delineated in the 6-12 in bgs interval and bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate was reported as not 
detected in groundwater, therefore there is not a viable pathway of exposure or significant number of targets. 
Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate is also a common laboratory contaminant. 
Aluminum, bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, and zinc are not site COCs and sources for these analytes were not identified 
or suspected onsite, therefore the observed releases for these analytes are not actionable and would not contribute 
significantly to an HRS score. Concentrations of aluminum, bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, and zinc were below 
respective PCLs and SCDM benchmark values. 
The data generated by the SSDAP State Screening indicates there are no significant impacts to groundwater or soil 
targets in the critical pathways of HRS evaluation that would generate a qualifying HRS site score and does not 
warrant further action or assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on the information 
available at this time. 
 

 
 

Naval Air Technical Training Center; Corpus Christi State University 2879 
Corpus Christi, Nueces County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

James Montandon Site aka M&B Aerial Spraying aka Bell Aerial 2918 
Tulia, Swisher County 

OTH 
01/14/2010 

 
Site History 
The James Montandon site (a.k.a. M & B Aerial Spraying, Bell Aerial Spraying) is one of several former aerial 
pesticide applicators based at the City of Tulia/Swisher County Municipal Airport (Tulia Airport). James Montandon, 
Warren Lee Bell, and Tommy Beck formed M & B Aerial Spraying in 1968. When James Montandon died, Warren Bell 
became the sole owner of the company and the name was changed to Bell Aerial Spraying. Parathion and 2,4D were 
the main pesticides used by the company. 
Several pesticide applicators have operated from the Tulia Airport over the years. The site consists of several 
hangars/warehouses, two concrete wash pads, and two former evaporation pits. M & B Aerial Spraying/Bell Aerial 
Spraying operated from the same hangar from 1968-1993. At the time of the Site Status and Release Assessment in 
2001, the hangar was reported as vacant. The evaporation pits were filled sometime in the early 1980’s. Other 
applicators at the site that were also previously investigated: 
Crop Clinic (TXD981918238) 
Bell Aerial Spraying (TXD981918220) 
Big N Fertilizer (TXD027153493) 
Dalluge Aerial Spraying (TXD084281856) 

 
 



 

Eldon Vaughn Spray (TXD061552923) 
R & R Fertilizer & Spray (TXD048139307) 
The Tulia Airport was also an LPST site (LPST#114934), but was closed in 2005. 
A preliminary assessment of the James Montandon site at the Tulia Airport was conducted on December 4, 1984 and 
November 14, 1985 in response to a complaint that children and animals had access to the pesticide applicators’ 
evaporation pit. Based on the preliminary assessment, a site inspection was recommended for all operations based 
at the Tulia Airport. 
In 1988, an EPA Final Strategy Determination reported concentrations of toxaphene (55.549 mg/Kg) and DDT 
(21.834 mg/Kg) in surface soil samples at the airport, but other soil samples indicated that the pesticide 
contamination was localized and there was no nearby surface water. It also concluded there was low potential for 
ground water contamination due to the depth of the aquifer, low soil permeability, and arid climate. Pesticides were 
not detected in a water sample taken from an on-site well. The site was given a No Further Remedial Action Planned 
(NFRAP) designation by EPA. 
A Site Status and Release Assessment was conducted at the Tulia Airport in April 2001 by Daniel B. Stephens & 
Associates, Inc. Concentrations above Tier 1 Commercial/Industrial TotSoilComb protective concentration levels 
(PCLs) of arsenic (683 mg/Kg), dieldrin (2.91 mg/Kg), toxaphene (346 mg/Kg), and benzo(a)pyrene (3.64 mg/Kg) 
were detected in samples taken from areas near the site’s two wash pads. 
One sample and a duplicate sample were taken from the former LPST monitoring well on site. Various metals 
concentrations were detected, however, the relative percent difference (RPD) recoveries between the samples were 
greater than 30%, or the MS/MSD RPD recoveries were outside the control limits. The concentrations of metals 
detected were all flagged as estimated. 
Targets 
A Tulia Municipal Water System public drinking water well is located at the airport. Another well is mentioned in the 
field notes from the Site Status and Release Assessment and shown on the site map, but no other information about 
this well was found. The closest private water well (use unknown) is approximately a ½ mile away. The nearest 
surface water intake is approximately 20 miles east of the site. There is a playa lake approximately 1 mile east of the 
site. 
Determination 
M & B Aerial Spraying/Bell Aerial Spraying is no longer in operation; however, the Tulia Airport is currently active. Two 
aerial pesticide applicators currently operate out of the Tulia Airport: Tulia Spraying Service (owner Kyle Limmer, ph: 
806-865-0236) and Dalluge Aerial Spraying (owner Jeff Dalluge, ph: 806-995-3788). Levels of arsenic, dieldrin, 
toxaphene, and benzo(a)pyrene were detected above Tier 1 Commercial/Industrial TotSoilComb PCLs at the site. 
Due to the fact that there has been no enforcement at this time an eligibility category of “Other” is recommended. 
 

 
 

City of Borger Landfill 2923 
Borger, Hutchinson County 

OTH 
04/28/2008 

 
Borger City Landfill was an un-permitted waste incinerator and land disposal facility. The five–acre property was 
leased by the City of Borger for waste incineration and sewage disposal. The site operated from approximately 1927 
to 1953 and it was never permitted or regulated by the Texas Department of Health. Engineering-Science completed 
a Site Screening Inspection Report for the Texas Water Commission and Environmental Protection Agency in 1992. 
The investigators found areas of exposed waste (mostly metal and glass which appeared to have been burned) and 
estimated the thickness at three to five feet of unknown horizontal extent. Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc. 
sampled the site and completed a Site Status and Release Assessment Report for TNRCC in May 2001. 
 
Site is INACTIVE 

 
 



 

The lease agreement was terminated in 1953 and the site has been inactive as a waste disposal site since that date. 
The site is currently undeveloped land in an area of town that is mostly commercial/industrial. The city wastewater 
treatment facility is approximately ¼ mile northwest of the site. A shopping center borders the property to the east, 
and a park is located to the west of the site. 
 
Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ 
Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ or predecessor agencies. 
 
Evidence of Release 
Sampling was conducted by Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, Inc. (January 2001) and the results were reported in a 
Site Status and Release Assessment Report dated May 2001. Five samples were taken (including one background 
sample and duplicate) at likely areas of release. Three surface water samples were taken from the creek that runs 
through the property. 
The sample results were compared to Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) default background values and site 
specific values. Sample results higher than three times background were compared to SCDM Health-Based 
Benchmarks and TRRP Commercial 30-acre Total Soil Combined PCL. Arsenic results exceed SCDM Health-Based 
Benchmarks but are below TRRP Tier 1 PCL. Soil sample results demonstrate that metals are elevated on-site but 
below TRRP Tier 1 PCL. Surface water samples do not appear impacted. 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, although Borger City Landfill is inactive and there is evidence of elevated metals, enforcement has not 
been pursued. Therefore, the site is NOT eligible for the State Superfund Program. It is recommended to refer the 
site to Field Operations in an effort to facilitate enforcement action. 
 

 
 

Clover Spraying 2924 
Hereford, Deaf Smith County 

NFA 
08/17/2009 

 
Clover Spraying, Inc. was identified from Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) files by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) in 1984 as a pesticide applicator site where hazardous waste may have been treated and that may 
contain unlined disposal pits or ditches potentially contaminating groundwater. 
 
In 1985, the Texas Water Commission (TWC) conducted a preliminary assessment at 3 different sites where Clover 
spraying had conducted operations, including Paetzold Airport and the Hereford Municipal Airport in Hereford, Texas, 
and a leased private airstrip near Easter, Texas. Clover Spraying was no longer in business at the time of the 
investigation. The focus of the investigation shifted to the Hereford Municipal Airport site because of reported waste 
management practices and the existence of an on-site unlined evaporation pit at that site. Corky Paetzold, former 
owner of Clover Spraying, Inc., told TWC investigators that operations at the Hereford Airport included the usage of 
both insecticides and herbicides. Plane tanks were rinsed after each application and the rinsate was disposed in an 
on-site evaporation pit. The empty pesticide containers were rinsed once and the rinsate was poured into an 
underground holding tank. The TWC Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection program recommended a low priority 
site inspection for the Hereford Airport site. 
 
Investigators from Daniel B. Stephens & Associates performed a sampling inspection for the Texas Natural Resource 
Conservation Commission (TNRCC) at the Hereford Airport site in November 2000. The site consisted of a hangar 
warehouse, a concrete pad, an above ground storage tank (baker tank) labeled “Cythion (Malathion).” Areas of 
stressed vegetation were observed near the baker tank and the former evaporation pit. Investigators also observed 

 
 



 

several drums and containers labeled Trifluralin, Vydate C-LV insecticide, Roundup Ultra, and Methyl Parathion 4E; 
all were empty except for the container labeled Trifluralin. Four soil samples were collected from the site at the 
following locations: upwind and upgradient from the site (background), the drainage ditch downgradient of site runoff, 
the unvegetated area around the base of the baker tank, and the former evaporation pit. Two groundwater samples 
were collected from the domestic water well supplying the on-site residence. All samples were analyzed for volatile 
and semivolatile organic compounds, organochloride pesticides, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), atrazine, 2,4-D, 
and Target Analyte List inorganics. Iron and lead were detected above preliminary protective concentration limits 
(PCLs) in the background sample. The concentration of toxaphene exceeded the PCL in the drainage ditch sample. 
Concentrations of cadmium, iron, 4,4’-DDT, dieldrin, and atrazine exceeded the respective PCLs in the baker tank 
sample. Concentrations of iron, lead, and toxaphene exceeded the respective PCLs in the evaporation pit sample. No 
contaminants were detected in the groundwater samples above PCLs. When the report was reviewed in 2002, further 
evaluation of the site was deemed necessary by the TNRCC Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Team. 
 
Clover Spraying is listed as an archived site in the EPA Superfund Site Index under TXD 981918212. The site status 
is listed as “No Further Remedial Action Planned” (NFRAP). In a phone interview with current airport manager 
Theresa Lyons on 1/14/09, she stated that her residence was located on-site and that there were only a few other 
homes in the vicinity to the north and northwest of the airport. These homes appear to be more than 3000 feet away 
from the site according to 2006 digital satellite imagery. Three individuals, including herself, live in the on-site 
residence. She also stated that the site at the airport used by Clover Spraying was currently inactive. Using this 
information and the data collected during the 2001 soil and groundwater sampling event, the site scored 2.84 on the 
EPA Hazard Ranking System (HRS) Quickscore program. 
 
Based on the 2001 soil and groundwater sampling results and the resulting HRS Quickscore, the Site Assessment 
and Discovery Program recommends a decision of “No Further Action." 
 

 
 

Crop Clinic 2925 
Tulia, Swisher County 

Active 
10/27/2008 

 
Site History and Previous Investigations 
 
Crop Clinic (TXD981918238) is one of several former aerial pesticide applicators based at the City of Tulia/Swisher 
County Municipal Airport. A Site Status and Release Assessment was conducted in April 2001 by Daniel B. Stephens 
& Associates, Inc. for TCEQ. EPA reported a Final Strategy Determination of the Crop Clinic facility on February 17, 
1988. The following information is taken from those reports. 
 
The Crop Clinic site at the airport consists of a hangar/warehouse, concrete pad, and a former unlined evaporation 
pit. The Crop Clinic operated at this site from 1972 to approximately 1992. At the time of the Site Status and Release 
Assessment in 2001, the hangar/warehouse was being used as storage. There is also another concrete wash pad 
and former unlined evaporation pit associated with the Tulia Airport. The wash pad was used by most of applicators 
at the airport. The evaporation pits were filled sometime in the early 1980’s. Other applicators at the site that were 
also previously investigated: 
 
Bell Aerial Spraying (TXD981918220) 
Big N Fertilizer (TXD027153493) 
Dalluge Aerial Spraying (TXD084281856) 
Eldon Vaughn Spray (TXD061552923) 

 
 



 

James Montandon (Bell Aerial) (TXD981918097) 
R & R Fertilizer & Spray (TXD048139307) 
The Tulia Airport was also an LPST site (LPST#114934), but was closed in 2005. 
 
The EPA Final Strategy Determination reported concentrations of toxaphene (55.549 ppm) and DDT (21.834 ppm) in 
surface soil samples at the airport, but other soil samples indicated that the pesticide contamination was localized 
and there was no nearby surface water. It also concluded there was low potential for ground water contamination due 
to the depth of the aquifer, low soil permeability, and arid climate. Pesticides were not detected in a water sample 
taken from an on-site well. The site was listed as No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP). 
 
Results from the Site Status and Release Assessment indicated soil concentrations of arsenic (683 ppm), barium 
(786 ppm), cadmium (27.3 ppm), DDT (11.2 ppm), dieldrin (2.91 ppm), endosulfan sulfate (4.98 ppm), endrin (2.62 
ppm), and toxaphene (346 ppm) were detected in samples taken from areas near the site’s two wash pads. 
One sample and a duplicate sample were taken from the former LPST monitoring well on site. Various metals 
concentrations were detected, however, the relative percent difference (RPD) recoveries between the samples were 
greater than 30%, or the MS/MSD RPD recoveries were outside the control limits. The concentrations of metals 
detected were all flagged as estimated. 
 
Targets 
 
A Tulia Municipal Water System public drinking water well is located at the airport. Another well is mentioned in the 
field notes from the Site Status and Release Assessment and shown on the site map, but no other information about 
this well was found. The closest private water well (use unknown) is approximately a ½ mile away. The nearest 
surface water intake is approximately 20 miles east of the site. There is a playa lake approximately 1 mile east of the 
site. 
 
Current Status 
 
The Crop Clinic is no longer operational. However, two aerial pesticide applicators still currently operate out of the 
City of Tulia/Swisher County Municipal Airport: Tulia Spraying Service (owner Kyle Limmer, ph: 806-865-0236) and 
Dalluge Aerial Spraying (owner Jeff Dalluge, ph: 806-995-3788). The site is not eligible for the State Superfund 
Program, at this time, because the site is still active. 
 

 
 

Double D Fertilizer and Feed 2927 
Gruver, Hansford 

Active 
05/16/2008 

 
Site History 
Double D Fertilizer and Feed (DDFF) is located at 722 Front St in Gruver, TX 79040 on 1/2 acre of unfenced land. It 
consists of a quonset storage building, an office building, a scale and attached scale house, three grain elevators, 
and five fertilizer storage tanks. A large portion of the property is unvegetated; this area receives vehicular traffic and 
is covered with caliche gravel. 
 
The company Double D Fertilizer and Feed operated at this location as a ground applicator of herbicides and fertilizer 
since 1984. It is noted from the file that Mr. Rick Barkley has changed the name to Gruver Agri-Industries, Inc and 
moved to 200 W Broadway. Recent conversations with Mr. Barkley (owner) and Mr. Kenneth Slough (lessee) on May 
5, 2008 show that the DDFF site at 722 Front St is used for office space and storage. Currently three of the five 

 
 



 

storage tanks hold fertilizer for Mr. Barkley’s personal use and some grain is stored on the property. The storage of 
fertilizer at the DDFF site classifies it as active and thus not eligible for the State Superfund Program. Mr. Slough 
noted that little has gone on with the site since the last inspection in 2001 by the TNRCC except for the sale of some 
ammonia tanks roughly 7 years ago. 
 
Prior to DDFF, Double D Ag Center (DDAC) operated at this site for 12 years (statement by Mr. Barkley). The 
business sold feed, veterinary supplies, seed, fertilizer, and herbicides. DDAC applied atrazine, propazine, 2,4-D, and 
Banvel to 5,000 acres annually. Pesticides were stored either in the maintenance shop behind the office or in the 
scale house. It is noted from conversations with Mr. Barkley (DDAC) that rinsate from tanks carrying herbicides were 
allowed to drain to the ground or sprayed out along the rail road tracks. 
 
Targets 
 
Three water wells were identified within 1/2 mile from the site using the Texas Water Development Board’s online 
database. The first well, owned by Rock Island RR Depot (TWDB#345901), is located approximately 0.2 miles NNW 
from DDFF and used for commercial purposes. The second and third wells, are owned by the City of Gruver 
(TWDB#345902 & #345906), and are located 0.3 miles NNE & 0.57 miles NNE respectively from the site and used as 
the town public water supply (PWS0980004). 
 
A runoff drainage ditch allows drainage to leave the site via a culvert under 7th St. 
File notes show distressed vegetation was observed in this ditch on both the north and south sides of 7th St. 
 
The nearest surface water flows approximately 0.2 miles southwest into an intermittent creek called the Farwell Draw, 
a tributary of the Palo Duro Creek. 
 
The Ogallala occurs under water table conditions near the site and is encountered approximately 220 feet beneath 
ground surface (bgs). 
 
Private residences are located less than 0.1 mile north of the site. 
 
Sampling Data 
 
Soil sampling was conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates, Inc in 2001. Three soil samples were collected and 
compared against TRRP Tier 1 PCL’s. The laboratory results showed all chemical concentration levels to be under 
the Tier 1 PCL’s for Tot Soil Comb. There were however recorded associated pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer chemical 
levels three times that of the background sample (under Tier 1 PCL’s), they include: Zinc, 2,4-D, and Atrizine. 
 
Conclusions 
 
This site is considered active based on a recent phone conversation May 5, 2008 with Mr. Barkley and Mr. Slough. 
Substances used while DDFF operated are currently stored on site and being used for Mr. Barkley’s personal use. 
Double D Fertilizer and Feed is not eligible for the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
 

Sims Aviation 2928 
Canyon, Randall County 

NFA 
01/21/2016 

 

 
 



 

Site Setting 
The Sims Aviation site is a former aerial pesticide applicator located at 13860 Buffalo Airport Road, Amarillo, Randall 
County, Texas. The site consists of a residential neighborhood with a railroad bounding the site to the west. The site 
is located within the boundaries of the Ogallala and Dockum aquifers. These aquifers are the sole drinking water 
source for the area. Numerous residential water wells are located within the 4 mile target distance limit (TDL). 
According to the TCEQ source water assessment viewer, the nearest public water supply well is a City of Canyon well 
located approximately 1.2 miles south-southeast of the site. 
 
Site History 
This site was operational as a pesticide applicator from approximately 1979-1991. The land on which Sims Aviation 
operated was owned by Mr. Barney Mayer and was initially leased to Mr. Aubry Sims, who operated the business for 
about 5 years from 1979 to 1984. The primary chemicals used by Sims Aviation were atrazine, parathion, 2,4-D, 
benzene acetate, and dimethyl phosphate in quantities of 15,000 to 35,000 gallons per year. According to Mr. Sims, 
the pesticides were mixed in a jet agitator and loaded directly onto the plane from the mixer. Empty containers were 
triple-rinsed and the rinsate was recycled into the mixer, which was diluted and loaded onto the plane and sprayed 
over the fields. Empty containers were stacked on site and picked up monthly by a local scrap iron dealer. 
Mr. Sims sold his business to Mr. Darl Finkenbinder in 1984 or 1985. Mr. Finkenbinder changed the company name 
from Sims Aviation to Freedom Flyers. The primary chemicals used by Freedom Flyers were 2,4-D (400 
gallons/year), pydrin (150 gallons/year), and parathion (250 gallons per year). Mixing and loading were accomplished 
simultaneously by filling the plane with water and metering chemicals to the plane at the same time. Smaller loads 
were mixed in a tank and pumped into the plane. Rinsate from the process was stored on site in labeled drums for 
use with the next batch. The empty containers were triple rinsed and hauled to the Hereford Municipal Landfill. 
The property is currently owned by Mr. Gregg Dodson (purchased in 1991) and is being operated as a private airfield 
known as Buffalo Airport. Aerial pesticide operations have not occurred at the site since 1991. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 9, 1986, the Texas Water Commission conducted a site inspection as part of the EPA’s Preliminary 
Assessment/Site Inspection (PA/SI) program. One soil sample was collected in the runoff pattern down gradient from 
the loading area on the north side of the small hangar, and the second soil sample was collected along the fence line 
at the northwest corner of a neighbor’s property where Mr. Sims reportedly drained rinsates and was required to 
remove 16 cubic yards of contaminated soil. The soil samples were analyzed specifically for 2,4-D, ethyl parathion, 
atrazine, and fenvalerate (pydrin). 2,4-D was detected in the sample collected near the loading area at a 
concentration of 2.4 mg/kg, which does not exceed the 2014 Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) 
Commercial/Industrial protective concentration level (PCL) of 8,200 mg/kg. Atrazine was detected in the soil sample 
near the loading area at 2.46 mg/kg and in the sample by the neighbor’s fence line at 0.70 mg/kg, neither of which 
exceed the 2014 TRRP Commercial/Industrial or Residential soil PCLs of 86 mg/kg and 21 mg/kg, respectively. 
 
On November 9, 2000, a second site inspection and sampling event was conducted by Daniel B. Stephens & 
Associates (DBS&A) for the TCEQ. Surface soil samples (0-6 inches) were collected from four locations around the 
former Sims Aviation/Freedom Flyers hangar. One groundwater sample was collected from the onsite well. In soil 
samples, lead, toxaphene, atrazine, and dibenz(a,h)anthracene all exceeded TRRP Commercial/Industrial soil PCLs. 
The PCB aroclor-1254 and 4,4’-DDE were also detected in soil samples. In the groundwater sample, only lead was 
detected above the TRRP Residential groundwater PCL. 
 
On January 6, 2015, a site reconnaissance was performed by Genesis Machek and Omar Valdez of the TCEQ. Greg 
Dodson was not available for this visit, however current tenant, a Mr. Rob Woods, was interviewed and gave numbers 
for the residents in the area who might be willing to have their wells sampled. The site appeared very clean, no 
planes appeared to be flying at the time, and no distressed vegetation was observed onsite during this visit. 
 

 
 



 

On April 13, 2015, the TCEQ contracted Geo-Strata Intera to conduct a State Screening sampling event at the site. 
Permission was received for seven nearby residential wells and the onsite well to be sampled. Three soil samples 
were also taken and sent for analysis. The data was returned and verified that there were no contaminants that 
exceeded the 2014 TRRP Residential soil or groundwater PCLs in any of the samples that were taken. 
 
Conclusion 
The data generated from the April 2015 State Screening determined that no contaminants from former site operations 
remain in the soil or groundwater above TRRP protective concentration levels. Since there is no documented release 
of hazardous substances requiring remediation, a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is 
concluded. 
 

 
 

U.S. Liquids 2959 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
11/19/2007 

 
The US Liquids of Houston, L.L.C. (US Liquids) site is located southeast Houston at 7026 Lawndale Street, Houston, 
Texas 77023 (Figure 1). The site is approximately 1.3 acres bounded by Lawndale Street on the north, an apartment 
complex on the east, a church on the south and a club/bar on the west. The main process area is less than 0.5 acres. 
The site is located within 0.5 miles of residences and small businesses. 
 
The site historically operated as a wastewater collection and treatment facility. According to records, the previous 
owner stopped accepting wastes in September 1999. US Liquids purchased the property in November 2000 and 
began closure activities in April 2000. As apart of the closure activities, four above ground storage tanks (ASTs) were 
emptied and cleaned. Three of the ASTs were processing tanks that contained hazardous waste and one AST was 
used as a finished or recycled oil storage tank. The closure activities are described in a report prepared by KJR & 
Associates, Inc. and Hudson Engineering Company in June 2004, titled Final Closure Report for US Liquids of 
Houston, L.L.C. 
 
The main processing area of the site currently consists of the four ASTs that were emptied and cleaned, a warehouse 
that was used for unloading activities, three former discharge tanks, one concrete AST, a pump house, a collapsed 
building that was formerly a laboratory, and miscellaneous debris. Two empty tanks were placed in the asphalt 
parking lot in the front of the main processing area (Figure 2). A large tank was found collapsed on the west side of 
the property. 
 
The collapsed tank was removed by TCEQ’s contractor. A chain link fence was installed to restrict public access to 
the property. Four monitor wells were installed. Soil and groundwater samples were collected and analyzed. Arsenic, 
lead, manganese, mercury, 1,1-dichloroethene and vinyl chloride concentrations in at least one soil sample exceeded 
the higher of Tier 1 PCL or background concentration. Antimony, arsenic, lead, 1,1-dichloroethene, 
cis-1,2-dichloroethene, tetrachloroethene, trichloroethene, and vinyl chloride concentrations in at least one 
groundwater sample exceeded the residential groundwater ingestion PCL. Surface water collected within the spill 
prevention containment berms surrounding the tanks was analyzed and discharged into the Houston City storm water 
drain with City’s permission. Groundwater flow is from east to west (Figure 3). 
 
A water well search did not find any residential water well within half a mile radius from the site. All the residences 
were connected with city water. A hazard ranking score was calculated and it was 0.48. 
 
Comments: 

 
 



 

The groundwater migration pathway was evaluated for potential risk. Although some of the groundwater samples 
have metal and VOCs concentrations above the residential groundwater ingestion PCL, there are no exposure 
pathways. There are no residential water wells within half a mile radius from the site. The site is fenced to prevent 
public access. Therefore, there are no soil exposure pathways either. There will be no further action under State 
Superfund program on this site. A letter is being prepared notifying the property owner of his/her responsibility to 
clean up the site under TRRP. 
 

 
 

Emchem 2971 
Pearland, Brazoria County 

SSF 
06/01/2012 

 
Site Location and Current Status 
The site is located at Latitude 29.59027N and Longitude 95.29472W on 0.806 acres in Pearland, Brazoria County, 
Texas. The physical location of the site is 4308 Rice Dryer Road in Pearland, Texas. The owner/operator, Dr. Emery 
Miller, passed away in 2009. Mr. Michael Gonzalez, attorney, located at 4702 West Walnut, Pearland, Texas 77581, is 
acting in care of Dr. Miller. The site is located in a mixed residential and commercial land use area. 
 
History 
The EmChem facility began operating as a glycol reclamation facility in 1969. The primary EmChem process was 
vacuum distillation of mixtures of triethylene glycol and polyethylene glycol. The most recent distillation at the facility 
was conducted in 1990. This process resulted in contaminated glycol still bottoms and dewatered naptha still bottoms 
abandoned on site. 
 
From 1970 through 2010, the TCEQ records indicate that EmChem has had numerous complaints, spills, unpermitted 
discharges and unauthorized solid waste disposal violations. On June 10, 1993, the Texas Water Commission 
conducted a Superfund Site Discovery Inspection of the site and determined that an immediate removal action was 
necessary at the site to provide site stabilization and security. The investigators found leaking drums and containers 
at the site and evidence of contaminated soils and surface water. 
 
In 1995, a Hazard Ranking System Assessment (HRS) was completed by the Superfund Section of the Texas Natural 
Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). The HRS report evaluated the groundwater and surface water route. 
The assessment determined the score of the site to be 20.77. Also in 1995, the TNRCC completed a site visit and 
determined that the site was active and did not qualify for the State Superfund Program. 
 
On March 2, 1997, the site was referred to the TCEQ Enforcement Division. 
 
In March 2004, the TCEQ performed an investigation of soil and groundwater in the vicinity of the site. The 
investigation found groundwater and soil contamination above applicable Protective Concentration Limits (PCLs). 
 
On June 16, 2010, enforcement at the site was determined to be exhausted and the TCEQ Enforcement Division 
referred the site to the TCEQ Superfund Program. 
 
On October 11, 2011, after receiving a request from the TCEQ, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
performed a time critical removal action to remove and dispose of triethylene glycol waste that was leaking onto the 
ground from aboveground storage tanks at the site. During this removal action, which removed and disposed of 
approximately 26,000 gallons of waste, it was determined that all operations at the facility have ceased and the site is 
inactive. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
The site did not have an HRS score higher than 28.5; therefore the site is not eligible for the National Priority List. The 
site is eligible for the State Superfund Program because the site is inactive, enforcement has been exhausted, and 
there is evidence of release. 
 

 
 

Hi-Chem Inc;Houston Intermediate Chemicals 2977 
Alvin, Brazoria County 

NFA 
08/16/2013 

 
Site Setting 
The Hi-Chem Drum Site (the “site”) is located at 3301 County Road 163, in Brazoria County, Alvin, Texas (latitude: 
29.366425° N, longitude: 95.210561° W). The site is comprised of approximately 23 acres that is surrounded by 
residential and agricultural properties. The site is bordered by a Missouri Pacific railroad line to the east, a residential 
property to the north, and County Road 163 to the west. Mustang Bayou travels across the southeast corner of the 
site. There are no schools or daycare facilities located within 200 hundred feet of the site. The site is not secured and 
is easily accessible to the public. 
 
Site History 
Historically, the site consisted of a chemical manufacturing and blending facility that was owned and operated by Mr. 
Charles B. Trial. The facility operated for approximately five years during the 1980s. Facility operations included the 
manufacturing and selling of chemicals known to be used in the stimulation of oil and gas well reserves. By March 
1992, Mr. Trial had accumulated approximately 1,000 deteriorated containers, which had been left onsite for a period 
of several years. Most of the containers, which were located both inside and outside the facility warehouse, contained 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous wastes. 
 
On November 18, 1983, Philip Sumber of the Field Investigation Team (FIT) completed a Potential Hazardous Waste 
Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment report for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The report 
concluded that the surface water run-off that traveled from the site may have contained contaminants that entered the 
Mustang Bayou. 
On December 10, 1985, David Anderson of Ecology and Environment, Inc. conducted a Potential Hazardous Waste 
Site Action Report for the EPA. During the investigation, Mr. Anderson stated that wastes generated at the facility 
resulted from the spillage of materials onto the soil. The contaminated soil was drummed for disposal off-site and 
characterized as Class I non-hazardous. Mr. Anderson observed a stack of drums that were located in front of the 
abandoned facility. All of the drums were clean, unused, or empty and awaiting shipment to a drum recycler. Other 
drums that were located onsite contained unknown products. 
Mr. Anderson observed pieces of scrap polypropylene that were located in an area with sparse vegetation. Mr. 
Anderson noted that the entire facility was surrounded by a low dike for spill containment. The EPA concluded that no 
further action was needed at the site. The EPA referred the site to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) Section for review. 
During the investigation, Mr. Anderson discovered that Mr. Harry Van conducted unknown operations at the site prior 
to Hi-Chem operations at the site. Mr. Anderson noted that prior to Hi-Chem chemical manufacturing and blending 
operations onsite, Hi-Chem operated as a polypropylene recovery facility under Mr. Harry Van Wagner. 
In September 1988, the EPA Technical Assistance Team (TAT) and EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) conducted an 
investigation at the site. During the investigation, the investigators observed that the drums onsite appeared to be in 

 
 



 

good condition and concluded that there was no imminent and substantial endangerment to human health or the 
environment. 
In October 1988, the EPA concluded that Mr. Trial, a potential responsible party (PRP), was progressing with the final 
disposition of the materials onsite and that no further action was necessary. 
In February 1989, the EPA referred the site to the Texas Water Commission (TWC) for further oversight of PRP 
clean-up activities. The TWC began monitoring cleanup efforts at the site. The TWC reported an advanced 
deterioration of a large number of drums on-site and a deterioration of the site’s overall condition. 
On March 10, 1992, the EPA TAT inventoried approximately 380 drums and 6 tanks in the fenced area that was 
located outside the warehouse. The investigators observed polyethylene drums that were in good condition and 
deteriorated steel drums. An additional 8 drums that were filled with material, an unknown quantity of empty drums, 
16 tanks, and tank truck occupied the unsecured property outside the fence. The EPA TAT collected 16 samples from 
the drums that were located within the fenced area and analyzed them for field hazard categorization. Subsequently, 
the investigators assigned hazard classes to the drummed materials, which included the following: acids, bases, 
basic oxidizers, cyanide reactive liquids, and flammable liquids. 
On July 13, 1992, the EPA Emergency Response Branch (ERB) initiated a removal action at the site. Phase I of the 
removal action, which occurred between July 23 and September 19, 1992, included staging, sampling, and 
categorizing each drum. Phase II of the removal action, which occurred April 5, through May 18, 1993, included final 
disposal of all hazardous materials onsite. 
 
On March 30, 1993, the TWC completed a Superfund Site Discovery and Determination checklist for the site, which 
verified that the site was an inactive facility with documented wastes. The investigators discovered that some 
contaminated soil at the site was not addressed during the EPA removal. The investigators concluded that samples 
be collected to verify that the site was cleaned up. 
 
TCEQ Verification 
From June 4 through June 6, 2013, the TCEQ conducted a State Screening sampling event at the site. Weston 
Solutions, Incorporated collected four sediment samples plus a duplicate from Mustang Bayou, six soil samples from 
onsite and off-site locations plus a duplicate, and seven groundwater samples from 7 wells plus a duplicate from 
off-site residential properties. The collected sediment, soil, and groundwater samples were analyzed for volatile 
organic compounds, semi-volatile organic compounds, polychlorinated biphenyls, metals, and cyanide. Analytical 
results from the collected sediment and soil samples were compared to the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) 
Protective Concentration Limits (PCLs) for residential properties and the groundwater samples were compared to the 
Texas Risk Reduction Program Protective Concentration Limits for residential properties. Subsequential analysis of 
the collected soil and groundwater samples did not result in the detection of chemicals that exceeded the TRRP 
Residential PCLs. Based upon the analytical results, the TCEQ determined that the chemicals of concern (COCs) for 
the site include the following: 2-chlorophenol; 2-methylnaphthalene; acenaphthene; acetone; acetophenone; 
anthracene; arsenic; barium; benzo(a)anthracene; benzo(a)pyrene; benzo(b)fluoranthene; benzo(g,h,i)perylene; 
benzoic acid; beryllium; bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate; butyl benzyl bhthalate; badmium; baprolactam; barbazole; 
bhloroform; bhromium; byanide; dibenzo(a,h)anthracene; di-N-Octyl phthalate; indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene; lead; 
mercury; naphthalene; nickel; pentachlorophenol; pyrene; and selenium. These chemicals were detected by the soil 
and groundwater analysis but were at levels below the TRRP Residential PCLs. The results from all media were also 
compared to the Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) values. Values for benzo(a)pyrene and 
dibenzo(a,h)anthracene were elevated in soil samples but did not constitute significant concentrations with respect to 
background samples. Additionally, although arsenic was elevated in soil, groundwater, and sediment samples, it did 
not constitute an observed release when compared to background samples. 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the historical information together with the results of the June 2013 SSDAP State 
Screening, since COC concentrations were below TRRP PCLs values and since no significant concentrations were 

 
 



 

observed that would generate a qualifying HRS score, a State Superfund eligibility determination of No Further Action 
(NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Fort Clark; Fort Clark Springs Association et al Properties 3001 
Bracketville, Kinney County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 
 

 
 

Dresser Industries Inc Runco Inc 3050 
Odessa, Ector County 

NFA 
10/24/2012  

 
 



 

 
The original Dresser Industries – Runco site corresponds to a property in western Odessa in an industrial area used 
primarily by oilfield supply and pipeline storage companies. The location of the site, as described by GPS coordinates 
in a 1984 EPA Site Inspection (SI) Report ,corresponds to the property located at 2601 Maurice Road. At the time of 
the SI, the property belonged to Dresser-Titan, an oil and gas industry support service company, who was leasing the 
property to Permian West Pipeline, a pipeline supply company. Dresser-Titan had acquired the property after the 
purchase of Runco, Inc. According to the SI report, sometime after 1979, Dresser-Titan observed a ten by twenty foot 
impoundment of unknown depth on the southern portion of the property that appeared to have been used for burning 
unknown material and contained water and a few tires. Dresser-Titan bulldozed the surrounding area into the pit and 
graded the area to discourage further dumping. On November 11, 1983, EPA conducted a reconnaissance inspection 
at the site and collected soil samples in the area of the former pit and at the site fence. Samples were analyzed for 
metals and volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds. Nothing was detected above soil exposure benchmarks in 
the sample from the pit. Compounds that could be considered to be common lab contaminants, such as methylene 
chloride, were detected in the sample from the site fence. The SI Report recommended no further action be taken on 
the basis of the sample results. 
 
Mike Cave and Lam Tran from the Superfund Section of the TCEQ Remediation Division conducted a site visit on 
July 28, 2010. The site consisted of two buildings occupied by Diversified Solutions, Inc., a distributor of products for 
the oil/gas industry including gas monitors, sensors, heaters, and transmitters; and Insulation Products, Inc., a 
distributor of industrial insulation and refractory products. Louis A. Ramirez of Insulation Products, Inc. stated that the 
site owner, Mr. Martin Graves, owned both companies. The site was active, and there did not appear to be any type of 
processes requiring hazardous waste management at the site. Attempts to contact the site owner to gather 
information on purchase history and property use have been unsuccessful. With permission from Mr. Ramirez, TCEQ 
personnel inspected the fenced rear (southern) portion of the site. This area was not in use and was covered with 
grass and low vegetation, and rusted pipe frames, drum hulls, unknown metal structures, and ant piles were 
scattered throughout. One active oil derrick was located in the middle of the property. The on-site water well and 
former pit area described in the 1984 Site Inspection were not observed. Two features roughly corresponded with the 
possible location of the former pit: a circle of dirt approximately three feet in diameter, and a mound of ash and gravel 
approximately four feet in diameter. No other evidence of contamination or hazardous waste was observed. 
 
Based on the findings of the original site inspection, the lack of nearby sensitive receptors, and the observations 
collected during the 2010 site visit, the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program recommends a decision 
of No Further Action at this time. 
 

 
 

Sid Richardson Carbon Co 3117 
Big Spring, Howard County 

Active 
08/12/2010 

 
Subject 
This is a Site Verification Update for the Sid Richardson Carbon Company Public Water Supply (PWS 1140032), 1211 
North Midway Road, Big Spring (Howard County) Texas, which is being addressed through the Moss Lake Road 
Groundwater Proposed State Superfund Site. 
 
Background and Site Summary 
The site is the Sid Richardson Carbon Company Public Water Supply (SRCC PWS). The groundwater contamination 
of tetrachloroethylene was originally reported following sampling of the Sid Richardson Carbon Company Public 

 
 



 

Water Supply (SRCC PWS) Wells. SRCC no longer uses the PCE impacted wells in their PWS; the wells are used 
instead for industrial purposes. 
 
The Sid Richardson Carbon Company plant produces Carbon Black, a component used in producing automotive 
tires. The SRCC water supply wells for the company are located offsite, approximately three (3) miles east of the 
SRCC plant. The SRCC water system is supplied by 11 water wells that range in depths from 65 feet to 120 feet and 
the water is pumped through separate pipelines to a 6,000 gallon holding tank. This water system supplies drinking 
water to approximately 80 employees and is only used by the SRCC. On 05/14/07, a routine sample was taken from 
SRCC water well #17 and detected 9.08 g/L of tetrachloroethene. The quarterly analytical results, that are required by 
TCEQ, for this sampling event also indicated non-detect for the remaining eight (8) water wells sampled. The 
impacted water wells are no longer used for drinking water, including the two water wells (SRCC 17 and 18) that 
originally had contamination reported. Land use in the surrounding area is a mixture of residential and agricultural. 
 
The results of a Drinking Water Survey Report indicated that there were 24 private water wells within ¼ mile radius of 
the SRCC 17 water well. Notifications were sent in accordance to TWC 26.408 to residents of potentially impacted 
water wells. Water well sampling was addressed as the Moss Lake Road Groundwater Site. 
 
 
Conclusion 
Sid Richardson Carbon Company is an active facility and not eligible for the state superfund program. The 
groundwater contamination is being addressed as a separate site: the Moss Lake Road Groundwater Proposed State 
Superfund Site. The SRCC PWS wells serve as indicator wells for the Moss Lake Road Site. 
 

 
 

Smith Douglass 3115 
Texas City, Galveston County 

NFA 
02/18/2010 

 
Location and Setting: 
The exact location of the former Smith Douglass warehouse is unknown. The location is part of the property that is 
currently owned and operated by a large chemical company, the Union Carbide Company (UCC). The address for the 
access gate of the UCC is 3301 Fifth Avenue South, Texas City, Galveston County, Texas. The property is located in 
an industrial area of Texas City, Texas. The nearest water well, daycare, and schools are located approximately 0.21 
mile, 0.76, and 0.78 mile from the Site, respectively. The nearest residential property is located 0.2 mile to the North 
of the Site. 
 
History: 
After the Site was identified from Texas Department of Agriculture files on October 20, 1984, an EPA Preliminary 
Assessment (PA), through on-site inspection, was conducted on April 14, 1986 by Margaret Hulsey and Phyllis Frank 
of Engineering Science, Inc. Ms. Frank phone-interviewed Stanley White, a former employee of Smith Douglass. The 
company, a division of Borden Chemicals, sold fertilizers and pesticides. No application activities were performed by 
the company, and pesticide wastes were not generated by the company. Employees were required to be licensed by 
the company as TDA private applicators to sell pesticide. 
 
The Site was demolished after it was purchased by UCC. UCC is a petrochemical production facility and does not 
distribute fertilizers or herbicides. 
 
Verification Activities: 

 
 



 

On January 5, 2010, TCEQ performed a registry search and found that no enforcement activities are currently 
undergoing for Smith Douglass or UCC. Based on their website, UCC is a petrochemical production facility that 
produces five billion pounds of chemicals and plastics including hydrocarbons, specialty polymers, and other special 
industrial products. UCC is a subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company. 
 
Conclusion: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on January 05, 2010, the current determination for the Site is 
that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. The Site is determined to be a “No Further Action” as there are 
is no documentation of a release of hazardous substances at the Site. Although pesticides had been stored and sold 
within a former warehouse, application activities were not conducted at the Site. 
 

 
 

Warren Petroleum Company Spear Gas Plant 166 3164 
Kilgore, Gregg County 

OTH 
03/27/2007 

 
The Warren Petroleum Company spear Gas Plant 166 site became the Dynegy Midstream Services Spear Plant site, 
which was owned by Dynegy Midstream Services Limited Partnership, and then became an inactive facility. The 
TCEQ Notice of Registration lists the Dynegy site as inactive and under the Railroad Commission's jurisdiction. Our 
current data base listing needs to be updated from "SN" to "Oth/RRC". See attachments: TCEQ Notice of 
Registration and EPA Facility Detail Report. 
 

 
 

City of San Angelo PWS #2260001 3208 
San Angelo, Tom Green County 

OTH 
08/15/2008 

 
Site History: 
On December 8, 2003, carbon tetrachloride was detected at a concentration of 0.5 µg/L in a water sample collected 
from The City of San Angelo (PWS ID#2260001) surface water treatment plant’s clearwell. The detection of carbon 
tetrachloride at the surface water treatment plant led to a Pre-CERCLIS site inspection. During the Pre-CERCLIS site 
inspection on January 23, 2006, Goodfellow Air Force Base (AFB) was identified as a potential source of carbon 
tetrachloride. 
 
Goodfellow AFB was established in 1940 for U.S. Air Force pilot training, but in 1958 its primary operations switched 
to intelligence, special instruments, and fire protection training for the Department of Defense. Goodfellow is 
approximately one mile across the S. Concho River, upstream from the surface water treatment plant’s raw water 
intakes at the Lone Wolf dam. In March 2000, Goodfellow AFB notified the TCEQ that carbon tetrachloride was 
detected in an on-base monitor well. Subsequent rounds of sampling identified trichloroethene and chromium as the 
other contaminants of concern. 
 
Following the Pre-CERCLIS site inspection, a preliminary assessment/site inspection (PA/SI) was conducted in June 
2007 to identify the source of carbon tetrachloride. Sample results from the PA/SI detected carbon tetrachloride at 
0.64 µg/L, trichloroethene at 2 µg/L, and chromium at 206 µg/L in groundwater samples collected from a Goodfellow 
AFB monitor well. Carbon tetrachloride was also detected at a concentration of 0.6 µg/L (which is below the 
Maximum Contaminant Level of 5 µg/L) in groundwater samples collected from a private residential well. 

 
 



 

 
Goodfellow AFB has been identified as a potential source of carbon tetrachloride and trichloroethene based on 
historical operations and previous soil and groundwater investigations. Potential sources of carbon tetrachloride and 
trichloroethene at Goodfellow AFB include cleaning fluids and degreasing agents, refrigeration fluids, and fire 
extinguishers. Nine (9) wash racks and nine (9) operating locations were previously investigated as potential sources 
through soil and groundwater sampling. No potential sources of chromium have been identified at Goodfellow AFB or 
in the vicinity of the groundwater plume. 
 
Targets: 
The nearest surface water intakes are the two San Angelo PWS raw water intakes at the treatment plant on the S. 
Concho River at the Lone Wolf dam. They are approximately 1 mile from the potential source area. All other intakes 
for the San Angelo PWS are outside the Target Distance Limit of 15 miles from the Probable Point of Entry. The Lone 
Wolf dam intakes pump an average of approximately 3 MGD which is 1095 million gallons per year. Total pumpage 
for the San Angelo PWS is approximately 5.5 billion gallons per year. The San Angelo PWS serves a total population 
of 87,500 people. 20% of the total annual supply of water comes from the Lone Wolf dam intakes so the potential 
contamination population is 20% of 87,500, or 17,500 people. 
 
There are approximately seventy eight (78) private water wells within a 4-mile radius of the groundwater plume (thirty 
one (31) private wells within a 1-mile radius were verified in a door-to-door survey). Wells within the 1-mile radius are 
reportedly used only for irrigation, as the study area is supplied drinking water by the San Angelo PWS. No wells 
sampled during the June 2007 PA/SI detected any hazardous substances above the MCL. 
 
The S. Concho River is a designated water recreation and fishing area. Also, it is habitat known to be used by the 
Concho Water Snake (Nerodia paucimaculata), a Federal designated threatened species. 
 
Conclusions: 
EPA has recommended The City of San Angelo PWS ID#2260001 site (TXN000606757) for No Further Remedial 
Action Planned. The surface water treatment plant (PWS ID#226001) is still active and under the jurisdiction of 
TCEQ’s Public Drinking Water Section. The groundwater contamination at Goodfellow Air Force Base is being 
addressed under TCEQ’s corrective Action program (IHW Corrective Action# 64004). 
 

 
 

NAS Kingsville 3248 
Kingsville, Kleberg County 

Active 
02/13/2012 

 
Site Setting 
Naval Air Station (NAS) Kingsville is one of the U.S. Navy’s premier locations for jet aviation training. The naval air 
station’s primary mission is to train Student Naval Aviators for the United States Navy and United States Marine 
Corps and tactical jet pilots for other select NATO and Allied countries. 
 
Site History 
The NAS Kingsville Operations Department operates the airfield and provides services to support operations of 
activity, tenant, and transiting aircraft; provides firefighting functions, both structural and fire and rescue; provides air 
traffic control; operates air terminal; schedules administrative and proficiency flights; repairs and maintains station 
ground electronics equipment; stores, maintains, and issues assigned ordnance and munitions; operates firing 
ranges; operates aerial targets, bombing ranges, and auxiliary landing fields. NAS Kingsville also has both Military 
and Civilian security which mans the entry control points and conduct vehicle inspections and patrols. 

 
 



 

 
TCEQ Research 
Contacted the site’s Corrective Action Project Manager, Abigail Power, and she indicated that the facility is currently 
active and in the Industrial & Hazardous Waste Corrective Action (IHWCA) program with a Solid Waste Registration 
ID #68902. 
 
Conclusion 
As of February 8, 2012, the site is currently active with a Solid Waste Registration ID #68902, and is in the IHWCA 
program functioning under a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Corrective Action Plan; therefore, the site is 
not eligible as this time for the State Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Danny Harper Site 3253 
Brady, McCulloch County 

NFA 
04/11/2014 

 
Between 1982-1986, the Danny Harper Site located in Brady, TX, was used for burning and disposal of industrial 
and/or municipal solid waste (transformer casings, electrical equipment, wire insulation). Surface soil samples 
collected from the area on August 29, 1994 during a Site Inspection showed hazardous levels of lead, cadmium and 
Aroclor. After the 1994 inspection, Mr. Harper removed a significant amount of the waste debris and waste processing 
and disposal activities ceased. 
 
A following site visit and field sampling was conducted on Jan 14, 1998. The site was evaluated for groundwater and 
soil exposure. The air pathway was not evaluated due to the lack of targets. The surface water migration pathway 
was also not examined due to the presence of railroad tracks around the perimeter of the site preventing overland 
flow and flood. Field soil sampling showed elevated levels of Aroclor and lead, however the site score of less than 5.0 
determined that the site was not eligible for the State Superfund program. Nonetheless, the Danny Harper Site did 
qualify for a removal action under 361.133(c)(5). 
 
A TNRCC Removal Work Order was initiated and completed Oct 28, 1999 – Aug 31, 2000 for removal of 104 cu yds 
of contaminated soil at the site. Following testing of the soil, the area was backfilled. Today, the site is not in use and 
appears to be growing in with vegetation typical of the surrounding rural area. 
 
Being that removal actions have been performed at the Danny Harper Site and there has been no further 
documentation of waste processing or disposal activities, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Airway Sprayers & Dusters 3274 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

OTH 
08/15/2008 

 
Airway Sprayers and Dusters (Site) is a former aerial pesticide applicator location consisting of an airplane hangar, 
landing strip, an aboveground storage tank, and a suspected underground storage tank. The Site is located on the 
west side of CR 2300, 1.1 miles north of the intersection with FM 41, southwest of Woodrow, Lubbock County, Texas, 
and is presented in Figure 1 Site Location Map. The topography at the Site slopes to the east. The surrounding area 

 
 



 

is agricultural and residential. In the area, groundwater is at a depth of approximately 100 feet and is used primarily 
for irrigation and domestic drinking water. The known or suspected sources of chemicals of concern are areas where 
operations on-site were conducted, e.g., the hangar, the storage tanks, the loading areas, and any areas of observed 
stressed vegetation. 
Sampling conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates (August 2000) found DDT, Dieldrin, Endrin, Endrin 
aldehyde, and Toxaphene soil contamination exceeding TRRP Tier 1 PCL for 30-acre Residential Total Soil 
Combined. The nearest well and residence are 500 feet from the site. A water sample from the residential well 
exceeded TRRP Groundwater PCL for lead. 
A groundwater sampling event was conducted on April 29 and 30, 2008. 
 
Site is INACTIVE 
The sampling activities included a site visit to the airplane hangar and its immediate vicinity. The site is inactive and 
abandoned, with the buildings and runway in disrepair. We confirmed that there does appear to be at least one UST 
with a concrete cover and vent pipe. There is an AST which, based on the amount of corrosion, may have contained 
corrosive materials. The airplane hangar still houses some pesticide and other agrochemical containers. 
 
Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ 
Enforcement has not been pursued by TCEQ or predecessor agencies. 
 
Evidence of Release 
Sampling was conducted by Daniel B Stephens & Associates (August 2000) and the results were reported in a Site 
Status and Release Assessment Report dated October 2000. The sample results were compared to TRRP default 
background values and site specific values. Sample results higher than three times background were compared to 
SCDM Health-Based Benchmarks and TRRP Residential 30-acre Total Soil Combined PCL. Sample results 
demonstrate that the following constituents exceed TRRP PCL in a soil sample taken between the airplane hangar 
and the vacant house on-site: DDT (10.7 mg/Kg), Dieldrin (11.4 mg/Kg), Endrin (11.6 mg/Kg), Endrin aldehyde (45.8 
mg/Kg), and Toxaphene (381 mg/Kg). A soil sample taken near an empty and corroded AST on-site exceeds TRRP 
PCL for arsenic (39.46 mg/Kg). A water sample from the residential well exceeded TRRP Groundwater PCL for lead 
(0.030 mg/L). 
The April 29 and 30, 2008 groundwater sampling event included nine residential wells and two background wells, to 
account for probable groundwater flow direction. All wells are used for drinking water and irrigation. 
The COCs included pesticides, VOCs, and metals. Groundwater sample analyses for each location indicated COCs 
were below regulatory benchmarks, except arsenic. The arsenic MCL (10 ug/L) was exceeded at every sample 
location, ranging from 12 ug/L to 49 ug/L, indicating its presence in groundwater to be non-anthropogenic and 
naturally occurring in the area of investigation. The lead concentration in GW-02 from October 2000 triggered this 
investigation, but analytical results from this sampling event indicate lead concentrations are below MCL in all wells 
sampled. The sample results support a no further action determination for groundwater at the site. 
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, Airway Sprayers and Dusters is inactive, there is evidence of DDT, Dieldrin, Endrin, Endrin aldehyde, 
and Toxaphene in soils exceeding TRRP PCL, and enforcement actions have not been pursued by TCEQ 
Enforcement. The sampling event summarized in this report did not address the soil contamination or waste stored in 
the airplane hangar. No imminent threat exists for adjacent property owners or groundwater. It is recommended that 
the site be referred to the Office of Compliance and Enforcement. 
 

 
 

Weatherford DMC Inc 3322 
Houston, Harris County 

OTH 

 
 



 

05/12/2014 
 

Verification Site Summary – Weatherford DMC, Inc. – By Sabrina Johnson, Remediation Division, 5/5/2014 
 
Site Setting 
The Weatherford DMC, Inc. site is a former Oil and Gas Field Machinery and Equipment Manufacturing located at 
10802 Old Katy Road in Houston, Harris County, Texas, latitude: 29.786371, longitude: -95.56485. The site operated 
from approximately 1948 to 1982. 
 
The Weatherford DMC, Inc. site is located in the city of Houston on the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Interstate 10 and Beltway 8 (Sam Houston Toll way). Seen from Google Earth images dated 2/14/2014, a retention 
pond area is now present where the former facility operated. Bordering to the East of the site is Beltway 8 and to the 
South is Interstate 10. Bordering to the North and East of the site are various businesses and across Interstate 10 to 
the South are homes. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet of the site. 
 
Site History 
The site was a former Oil and Gas Field Machinery and Equipment Manufacturing that is now owned by the Texas 
Department of Transportation and is being used as a retention pond for adjoining highways. On 11/22/1982 water 
soluble oil was discharged into an adjacent creek. During operations the site stored water contaminated with solvents 
and oil prior to off-site shipment. 
 
A State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility/ Status Sheet was referred to the TCEQ by the EPA on 2/17/1992. On 
2/14/1995 Todd Counter performed a file review of the site and on 2/15/1995 called Mrs. Rachel McHenry, a 
receptionist at Weatherford DMC, Inc. She informed Mr. Counter that the site was closed and abandoned but that the 
company is still active. Weatherford DMC, Inc. applied for the Voluntary Cleanup Program ID Number 1137 on 
2/14/2000 but was withdrawn on 3/5/2007. During this time an APAR was sent on 12/16/2003 and a groundwater 
monitoring report was sent on 8/5/2003. After being withdrawn from the Voluntary Cleanup Program the site was 
taken over by IHW Corrective Action and according to Kirk Coulter, the most recent communication was in 2011 from 
the IHW Corrective Action requesting an updated APAR for the site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On May 5, 2014, Sabrina Johnson of the TCEQ researched the Harris County CAD and the property is now owned by 
the Texas Department of Transportation. 
May 5, 2014, Google Earth was researched and based on the images the site is a retention pond used for drainage 
from the Interstate 10 highway and Beltway 8 highway. 
 
May 5, 2014, The Texas Water Development Board’s database was researched, and there are five water wells within 
a mile, one within ½ mile, and one within ¼ mile of the site. 
 
Eligibility Status Determination 
As of May 5, 2014, there is possible mismanagement of hazardous substances and documentation of release in the 
form of water soluble oil into an adjacent creek. According to the TCEQ Central Registry this site is currently in Other 
program within the TCEQ in IHW Corrective Action SWR #31159. 
 

 
 

Mepco Electric Inc aka Phillips Components 3327 
Mineral Wells, Parker County 

OTH 
08/21/2009 

 
 



 

 
The following is an update to the State Superfund Candidate Site Eligibility/Status Sheet prepared on June 6, 1996 by 
James D. Thompson, TCEQ Region 4. This update was prepared subsequent to the site visit of November 13, 2008 
and is cross-referenced with the Philips Components Verification of the same date. 
 
SETTING 
The former Mepco Electra site (aka Philips Components, TXR000030205; SWR 860650) facility (the Site) is located 
in a semi-rural area of Mineral Wells in west Parker County, approximately 1.5 miles south of U.S. Hwy. 180 and 0.4 
mile east of FM 1195 (Hughes Fulford Road) (see attached map). Mineral Wells Airport borders the site to the west 
and south, with residences and pastureland to the north and east. Mepco Electra manufactured transformers and 
electronics (circuit boards, capacitors and resistors) from 1965 to 1989. This operation was subsequently conducted 
by Philips Components from 1989 to 1995. Philips' manufacturing operations began operations ceased in 1995, and 
its current operations in Mineral Wells are limited to groundwater remediation efforts at 800 Harvey Road (see 
attachment). At this location, two adjacent metal buildings are used to house waste-related equipment and materials. 
The buildings are located among other former Philips facility buildings that are now owned by International Seismic 
Technology (International Seismic). Philips and International Seismic Technology have a signed easement agreement 
for the two buildings used by Philips. International Seismic Technology's physical address is 5101 Airport Road, 
Mineral Wells. Hydroscience Technologies, a subsidiary of International Seismic, occupied at least one of the former 
Philips facility buildings until a fire occurred in the main building in March 2008. Hydroscience Technologies 
subsequently moved its operations out of the Philips facility buildings, which are presently unoccupied. 
 
HISTORY OF SITE 
Solvents used at the site during the Philips manufacturing operations included 2-butanone or methyl ethyl ketone 
(MEK); methylene chloride; trichlorethylene (TCE) and tetrachloroethylene or perchloroethylene (PCE); 
cis-1,2-dichloroethene (DCE); acetone; 1,4-dioxane; benzene; ethylbenzene; toluene; xylene; 
trans-1,2-dichloroethene (DCE); 1,2-dichloroethane (DCA); 1,1,2-TCA; vinyl chloride. From approximately 1965 to 
1980, process wastes were disposed in a series of shallow pits in an area east of the manufacturing plant. This 
disposal practice was discontinued in 1980, and the disposal pits were remediated and covered with a clay cap as 
part of a closure plan approved by the Texas Water Commission (TWC), a predecessor agency to the TCEQ, in 1988. 
 
From 1981 to July 1992, a total of 34 groundwater monitoring wells were installed. The majority of the monitoring 
wells at that site are constructed in the shallow groundwater-bearing zone from approximately 28 to 55 feet below 
ground surface (bgs). Additional monitoring wells have been installed since that time, including two monitoring wells 
constructed to depth of 48 and 49 feet bgs in the intermediate groundwater-bearing zone. The inconsistent 
occurrence of groundwater in this lithologic unit indicates that the intermediate water-bearing zone is not continuous 
across the site, nor is it a significant source of groundwater. One monitoring well is constructed in a deep 
water-bearing zone situated at approximately 127 to 146 feet bgs. Average depth to water is approximately 92 feet 
bgs, indicating this is a distinct groundwater-bearing unit separate from the shallow groundwater-bearing zone. 
 
VERIFICATION SITE SUMMARY - Page 2 
MEPCO/ELECTRA aka PHILIPS COMPONENTS 
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Based on the groundwater investigations conducted at the site, TCE and cis-1,2-dichloroethene (DCE) were identified 
as the primary COCs within the uppermost groundwater- bearing unit. Other COCs detected above PCLs include 
acetone, MEK, methylene chloride, 1,4-dioxane, benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene, xylene, PCE, trans-1,2-DCE, 1,2 
dichloroethane (DCA), 1,1,1-TCA, 1,1,2-TCA, and vinyl chloride. The concentrations of VOCs detected in 
groundwater samples from the intermediate water-bearing zone are below the residential Tier 1 PCLs. There have 
been no VOC detections reported in groundwater samples collected from the deep water-bearing zone. 

 
 



 

 
TCEQ RESEARCH 
The site was NFRAPed on 08/24/1994 by the EPA and referred to the State Superfund Program for further 
review/action. Remediation of the inactive facility is currently being monitored by the TCEQ IHW Corrective Action 
Program through Project Manager Mark Erwin. Since the installation of the groundwater remediation system, 
groundwater monitoring, routine operation and maintenance, debugging, modifications and system efficiency 
evaluations have been ongoing. An annual Corrective Action Progress Report (CAPR) has been submitted to TCEQ 
since 1993 to document site activities and response actions undertaken at the site. The CAPRs summarize activities 
performed during the year and include groundwater monitoring results and isoconcentration maps for the annual 
monitoring program, summary of groundwater recovery, remediation operations and system effectiveness, and 
summaries of system repairs or other corrective actions. 
 
The solid waste registration (TCEQ #30930) that was initiated by Philips for the former manufacturing operations has 
been inactivated. The current solid waste registration number that addresses Philips' groundwater remediation waste 
is 86065. 
 
CONCLUSION 
After the TCEQ’s review of the available information on November 13, 2008, the current determination for the site is 
that it is not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time due to remediation of the inactive facility currently 
being monitored by the TCEQ IHW Corrective Action Program. 
 

 
 

Midland Army Airfield Bombing Range No 20; Chevron USA et al Properties 3331 
Rankin, Upton County 

NFA 
06/25/2010 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS SN memo NFA - USCOE.pdf 
 

 
 

Bumper Service; Rosa Alfaro's Property 3335 
Fort Worth, Tarrant County 

OTH 
06/17/2010 

 
Bumper Service Company of Fort Worth, aka Fast Lane Accessories, refurbished automobile accessories & bumpers. 
Wrecked cars & trucks were brought to the location & disassembled to obtain specific parts. The parts were stripped 
of their original plating, reworked & replated with nickel or chrome. 
 
The company was in business from the late 1940s until going out of business in June 1988. Charles Taylor owned the 
company from 1970 to 1986. He sold the company to a group headed by David Neal. David Neal reportedly was 
backed by Figgie International. Charles Taylor re-acquired the location when the company went out of business in 
1988. In 2004, Rosa Alfaro bought the site. 
 
The site is currently in the IHW—Corrective Action program. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Estoll Chemical Spill 3359 
Hainesville, Wood County 

NFA 
08/27/2007 

 
The EPA received a citizens complaint on February 28, 1997 about an unknown chemical leaking from three crude 
petroleum storage tanks on an oil lease near Hainesville, Wood County, Texas (Attachment 1). The complaint stated 
that the tanks had been leaking for an extended period of time and that the responsible party was unresponsive. 
Secondary storage and fencing was in disrepair and cattle were dying from the chemicals. 
 
The EPA dispatched their Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) to the site. The team 
confirmed the site conditions were as reported. Investigation on site revealed leaks from three chemical tanks 
containing oil field chemicals from Petrolite (Attachments 2, 3, and 4). The company was contacted and mobilized 
EnTech from Fort Worth to mitigate the leaks and place sorbents to recover the liquids.. The leaks were stopped and 
the responsible party, Energy Production Corporation was contacted to address the release. The Texas Railroad 
Commission (TRCC) was also notified of the release. 
 
A report titles Chemical Spill Response Report for Energy Production Hainesville, Wood County dated April 3, 1997 
documenting site activities was prepared by the contractor for EPA, Ecology and Environment, and is included as 
Attachment 5. As a result of the START activities repairs were initiated by Energy Production Corporation. 
 
A letter submitted to the TCEQ by David H. Lelek, Field Foreman, Energy Production Corporation, titled March 1997 
Chemical Release Cleanup and dated August 24, 2007 was received via email on August 27, 2007 (Attachment 6). 
The letter gives a description of the release and actions taken to cleanup the soils at the site. Included with the letter 
are the waste manifest, transportation documentation, and disposal records for drummed soil from the site 
(Attachement 6). 
 
In addition the START response the EPA also conducted a Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure 
compliance inspection on March 1, 2007 (Attachment 7). As a result of the inspection the EPA issued a letter notifying 
Energy Production Corporation of deficiencies and a 30 day timetable to correct the deficiencies. 
 
Energy Production Corporation replied to the EPA on August 20, 1997 with a letter stating that the required remedial 
work had been completed (Attachment 8). The letter included required documents and photographs. 
 
A call was placed to the TRCC regional office in Kilgore did not yield any documentation of the release or cleanup 
activities (Attachement 9). In a discussion with TRCC employee Mike Vanderworth a request was made to check the 
files for any information. Mr. Vanderworth called back and stated that no files were found and that it was routine for 
the TRCC to purge inactive files after five or more years of inactivity or closure. 
 
As a result of the review of all of the above information and response actions it is concluded that adequate measures 
have been taken to address the release and cleanup has been completed and no further action is required. 
 

 
 

Fort Wolters Tactical Stage Field No 7; Melvin Pierce & R E Walden Property 3360 
Mineral Wells, Parker County 

NFA 
08/05/2011 

 
See I:\Superfund Section\C Programs\15 SSDAP\2 Site Assessments\FUDS NFA remaining.pdf 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Crews Plating 3366 

Dallas, Dallas County 
NFA 

02/21/2008 
 

Crews Plating was an electroplating facility prior to being going out of business after the City of Dallas took actions to 
remove water and wastewater utility services. The owner and operator of the facility were convicted of criminal 
activities in United States District Court placed on five years of probation and required to “pay the total cost of cleanup 
for the hazardous waste” site (Attachments 1, 2, and 3) 
 
In September 1993 the EPA, TNRCC, and the EPA Emergency Response Contractor Service (ERCS) investigated 
the site and conducted an emergency removal action. Plating wastes were collected and drummed and a temporary 
berm constructed to contain runoff (Attachment 4). 
 
A second mobilization occurred in April 1995 when it was reported by the Dallas Hazmat Team that the facility was 
unsecured. Investigation revealed that the site had been entered, the berms damaged, vats of caustic and acidic 
solution were present, nine bins of unknown debris were in the area, and that the building was in a condition that 
would allow rainwater to cause spreading of the contamination. The ERCS drummed the liquids from the vats, 
repaired the berms, relocated the bins to an area of the building where the roof was intact, and recovered liquids from 
the floor and placed them in the vats. The area was secured and warning signs put in place. A statement of work was 
prepared to address further cleanup of the site. 
 
A workplan for a removal action was approved by the EPA in July 1996 and cleanup was commenced by the 
environmental contractor Delmac. Phase I activities included removal of material in the main building and 
pretreatment area. Phase II was the excavation, removal, and backfilling of contaminated soils. Work was completed 
in September and a Report of Site Removal Action Work Plan dated October 9, 1996 was submitted by ATEC to the 
EPA. The report concluded that the conditions of the Work Plan had been met and that all wastes were classified and 
disposed of properly. Analytical results of confirmation samples collected after the excavations of soils were orders of 
magnitude below the respective soil to groundwater protection residential PCLs for all COCs; the site is in a 
commercial/industrial setting. 
 
The nearest shallow water well in the Texas Water Development Board database is greater than one mile away and is 
used for irrigation. Groundwater was not encountered at this site during soil excavation. Other listed water wells are at 
depths of 600 ft or greater. 
 
Based on the above information it is concluded that no further action is required at this time. 

 
 

 
Encycle 3367 

Corpus Christi, Nueces County 
OTH 

10/29/2007 
 

The Encycle facility is an inactive and previously permitted hazardous waste treatment and storage facility. The site is 
approximately 100 acres in size. ASARCO also operated on the site beginning in 1941. The case is currently being 
handled by the Texas Attorney General’s office (OAG) as part of ASARCO’s nationwide bankruptcy filing. 

 
 



 

 
A large amount of waste material remains in several buildings onsite: Former laboratory, East Cell House, West Cell 
House, Facility One, Facility 2, Wastewater treatment system, and the West lagoon. The TCEQ Environmental 
Cleanup Section (Project Manager is Brad Wilkinson)has previously managed cleanup under RCRA rules and 
several areas, in addition to the ones listed above, require remediation to comply with 30 TAC 350 (TRRP). 
 
Sampling by the TCEQ in June 2007 showed that wastes remaining onsite were both hazardous and nonhazardous. 
An engineering structural assessment conducted in August 2007 recommended that nearly all buildings that 
contained waste and asbestos required demolition prior to beginning waste removal. 
 
The TCEQ (Project Manager is Marshall Cedilote) completed a remedial cost estimate for the Tx OAG concluded that 
required building demolition, asbestos abatement, and waste removal/disposal would cost at least $9.5 million. The 
settlement is still pending. At this time it is unknown what program/entity will be responsible for site remediation. An 
update to this verification, including file information, will be submitted upon settlement of the remediation claim and 
completion of cleanup actions. 
 

 
 

Redi-Strip 3368 
Dallas, Dallas County 

NFA 
11/30/2007 

 
This verification is being completed to document the No Further Action memo for the site dated 1/31/07. The site has 
not previously been accounted for under the Legislative Budget Board performance measures. 
 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Files Date:1/31/06 
 
Thru: Ata-ur-Rahaman, Section Manager 
State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
Kenneth Davis, Team Leader 
Team 1, State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
From: Saru Basnet, Project Manager 
State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
Subject: Redi-Strip Site, TXD 988060539, SWR-33793 
Dallas, Dallas County, Texas 
 
 
 
The site is a former auto body paint stripping facility located at 6070 Van Hise Dr. in an industrial neighborhood 
bounded by Loop 12, Interstate 30 in Dallas, Texas. During the time of investigation (October 8, 2002 through 
January 31, 2005) by the TCEQ Region 4 office, the site had been inactive and abandoned for years. The Region 4 
investigator made attempts to contact property owner through letter and telephone, however no response was 

 
 



 

received. The site was referred to the Remediation Division on July 22, 2005, from the Enforcement Division 
requesting to coordinate a waste removal action at the site. 
 
The TCEQ State Lead Section began its investigation for removal action from September, 2005. The site contained 
fifty two 55-gallon drums containing acidic liquids, a concrete vault, three open vats containing approximately 7,500 
gallons of acidic liquids, approximately 40 cubic yards of solids and sludge material in several locations on the floor of 
the building, and two drums each of ferric chloride, nitric acid, and flammable liquids. The TCEQ directed the State 
Contractor for the removal action at the site. All the waste materials were properly sampled, characterized, and 
disposed of at an approved facility. The containers were cut, segregated, and disposed of. The floors were then 
scrubbed to remove any solids on the floor. Once all the waste, metal, and debris were removed, the floors were 
pressure washed until a clean sample was obtained from the wash water. A hole was discovered in a concrete vault 
as a result of corrosion. Subsurface soil samples were collected from immediately underlying the vault. A 
groundwater sample was collected from the temporary piezometer which was installed outside the building 
approximately 2-3' from the vault. All analytical results were below PCLs for all compounds. The concrete vault was 
backfilled with crushed concrete and a concrete cap. The contractor submitted the Removal Action Report to the 
TCEQ on July, 2006, which was approved on August of 2006. 
 
Upon completion of the removal action and based on the analytical results, the Redi-Strip site warrants no further 
action. 
 

 
 

Brackenridge High School 3370 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

OTH 
07/29/2010 

 
The Brackenridge High School site, originally identified as the "high school berm", is located at 400 Eagleland Drive in 
San Antonio, Texas. The mound at Brackenridge High School was located just east of the track on the eastern portion 
of the campus located just west of St. Mary's Street. The site is considered active and is currently in the Brownfield 
Site Assessment Program. 
 
Soil tests to identify and assess the scope of the contamination were collected from the mound in August 2006 
(TCEQ), December 2006 [San Antonio Independent School District (SAISD)] , and January 2007 (EPA Region 
VI).Testing revealed that the mound contained some soil with concentrations of benzo-a-pyrene (BAP), dibenzo(a,h) 
anthracine and other polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) that exceeded the Teir 1 Protective Concentration Level 
(PCL). Mound soil was excavated by Hillman Environmental & Construction (HEC) and hauled by (their 
sub-contractor) Felix Maldonado Trucking (both of San Antonio). In July and August of 2007 a total of 9,960 cubic 
yards of soil was excavated and transported off-site to the BFI Waste Systems of North America, Inc. Tessman Rd. 
Landfill. The mound soil was removed from the south side of the campus, just east of the exisiting track and athletic 
field. Prior to the start of excavation, the mound had a height of approximately 16 feet and a length of approximately 
350 feet and was present on 1.1 acre. 
 
It is believed that the mound was formed in the mid 1970s during the demolition of the old Brackenridge High School 
main building. The PAH in the soil appear to be due to the degradation of the old building materials that contained 
coal tar pitch products (e.g. roofing sealant). During the course of the excavation, sub surface support piers were 
uncovered by the HEC. Further research revealed that the eastern and north wing of the old Brackenridge High 
School building foundation had been located beneath a portion of the removed mound, eastern track and northern 
section of the athletic field. 
 

 
 



 

SAID entered into the Corrective Action Program to address the remaining portions of the site. While in Corrective 
Action, a report was received in February 2010 detailing the installation of two monitor wells, the sampling analysis of 
groundwater, and the groundwater laboratory results associated with the sampling event requested by TCEQ on 
December 18, 2009. The TCEQ requested groundwater investigation of the area nearer the San Antonio River to 
determine impacts. The lab reports indicate non-detect for VOCs. After sending a letter to the PRP on June 2, 2010, 
the project manager (Sonny Rayos) is currently awaiting an institutional control because roofing materials will be 
left-in place at some of the areas (i.e., mostly below the running tract) and/or to comply with Commercial/Industrial 
land use for the site. 
 
The site is currently in Corrective Action and is not elgible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Reliable Machine & Supply Co Inc 3372 
Odessa, Ector County 

NFA 
01/28/2015 

 
Site Background 
 
The Reliable Machine facility was located at 2125 West 2nd St, Odessa, Ector County, Texas and was in operation 
from an unknown date (prior to 1985) until 2003. It was formerly operated as a machine shop and chrome plating 
shop, plating mainly crankshafts from a variety of engine types. Worn crankshafts were received and cleaned of 
grease, plated with chrome and lapped for a final polished product. 
 
Hazardous levels of chromium have been documented at the site in the soil and ground water during several 
investigations in 1985, 1986, 1991, and 1992. A Site Investigation was conducted in 1992 and chromium waste 
seepage from a below ground cinderblock cellar and an unauthorized hazardous waste pile were documented. 
 
A Notice of Enforcement letter was issued on October 10, 2002. On February 13, 2004, Reliable forfeited its 
existence as a corporation (Attachment 6).The site was referred to Superfund in a June 6, 2003 investigation report. 
 
On March 10, 2005, TCEQ conducted an onsite investigation of Reliable Machine & Supply Company, Inc. Soil 
borings and ground water samples from the 9 on site monitor wells were collected and tested positive for a release. 
As a result, the EPA performed removal activities from October 2006 through April 2007. The onsite building was 
removed and hazardous waste was disposed of. 
 
Field Sampling Results 
 
In April, 2014, CBI, was contracted by TCEQ to perform a State Screening under the Superfund Site Discovery and 
Assessment Program (SSDAP) to evaluate the groundwater pathway and determine if there were any nearby private 
wells that were contaminated near the site. Field activities and sampling were conducted April 14-18, 2014 and the 
results reported in a SSDAP letter report. Sample results for metals, mercury and lead were compared to the TCEQ 
Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) protective concentration levels (PCLs) and Superfund Chemical Data Matrix 
values and no chemicals of concern were detected in any of the private wells. However, 5 of the 8 onsite monitor 
wells did have exceedances for chromium and 2 of the 8 monitor wells had exceedances for mercury. None of the 
monitor well samples exceeded the TRRP PCL for lead. 
In December, 2014, TCEQ performed an HRS quickscore generating a site score of 0.54, well below the State 
Superfund eligibility minimum score of 5. 
 

 
 



 

Conclusions 
 
As there are no detections of chemicals of concern in the surrounding private water wells and the HRS quickscore is 
less than the qualifying site score of 5, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on 
the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Cabaniss Rentals 3373 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
11/03/2014 

 
Site Setting 
The Cabaniss Rentals site is located near the intersection of CR 6540 and CR 2850 in Lubbock, Lubbock County. 
The Cabaniss Rentals Public Water System (PWS 1520257) was referred to the SSDAP in 2007 by the Public 
Drinking Water Section after 1,1-dichloroethene (aka 1,1-dichloroethylene or 1,1-DCE) was detected in the PWS. The 
PWS is currently known as J&G Rentals, but EPA PA/SI investigations were done under the site name, County Road 
2850 & 6540 Groundwater (TXN000606843). The site is in a rural area surrounded by some residences, mostly to the 
south, and large cultivated fields to the north, east, and west. The PWS has three wells, two of which are documented 
to be located on the rental property. To date, no source of 1,1- dichloroethene has been discovered. 
 
Site History 
Mr. Glynn Cabaniss bought the property where the site is located in the early 1970s. The site was previously the 
location of cotton fields. Mr. Cabaniss then built all the homes located on site, besides the one he was living in at 
5405 East County Road 6540, and started a rental company. In 2000, Mr. Cabaniss’ son started a soil excavation 
company at 5405 E CR 6540; however the business was not operational for long and there is no source for the 
1,1-dichloroethene from the excavation business or equipment. No other companies were started at the site and 
there does not appear to be any other source for 1,1-dichloroethene. In December 2011, Julian and Graviella Torres 
took over ownership of the rental company called Cabaniss Rentals and renamed it J&G Rentals. With ownership of 
the property they also took ownership of the PWS located at the site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On November 27, 2006, at 4:45 P.M., the TCEQ received an anonymous complaint regarding the water quality at the 
Cabaniss Rentals PWS. The complainant alleged that there was a strong chlorine odor and that the chlorine was 
causing sickness and property damage. The complaint allegations prompted the TCEQ to conduct a PWS Complaint 
Investigation with Mr. Cabaniss on November 28, 2006. During the investigation, the complaint was verified; however, 
the chlorine residual of 3.7 mg/l was not high enough to warrant a violation. A no further action notice was issued for 
the complaint. 
On December 12, 2006, a routine sample, assumed to have been collected from Cabaniss Rentals water well #1, 
detected 1,1-dichloroethene at 0.57 µg/L, which is below the EPA’s maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 7.0 µg/L. 
The Public Drinking Water Section referred the results to the SSDAP and this prompted an EPA Pre-CERCLIS 
screening for the Cabaniss Rentals PWS. The EPA changed the site name to County Road 2850 & 6540 
Groundwater (TXN000606843) when the site was entered into the CERCLIS database. The Pre-CERCLIS screening, 
performed on April 12, 2007, did not identify any obvious source of 1,1-dichloroethene. 
On January 31, 2008, an EPA Preliminary Assessment (PA) was conducted for the site. Six domestic and public 
water wells were identified within a one mile radius of the site. The nearest well, located a quarter mile south of the 
site, is a Wildwood Mobile Home Village PWS well. Approximately 85 people live within a quarter mile of the site. 
On July 14, 2008, an EPA Site Inspection (SI) was conducted and 15 wells were sampled. 1,1-dichloroethene was 
only detected in one well, the Cabaniss Rentals water well #2, at a concentration of 0.8 ug/L. Based on the results of 

 
 



 

the SI, the EPA determined that the 1,1-dichloroethene groundwater contamination was isolated to the area of the 
Cabaniss Rentals property and did not meet the criteria necessary for listing on the National Priorities List (NPL). In 
the April 2010 Superfund Site Strategy Recommendation (SSSR), the EPA designated the Cabaniss Rentals site (aka 
County Road 2850 & 6540 Groundwater - TXN000606843) as No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP). 
In 2009, another groundwater site, Acuff Road and Cimarron Drive Ground Water, was referred to the TCEQ. This 
site is the location of the Wildwood Mobile Home Village PWS. This PWS detected atrazine below the MCL and is 
located about 0.25 miles from the Cabaniss Rentals site. During the investigations for Acuff Road, the Cabaniss 
Rentals (J&G Rentals) PWS was sampled for atrazine, simazine, ametryn, propazine, prometon, and cyanazine, but 
not 1,1-dichloroethene. None of these chemicals were detected above the MCL or the Texas Risk Reduction Program 
(TRRP) groundwater ingestion protective concentration level (PCL). 
On October 29, 2014, research was done to determine the status of the site at PWS 1520257 and if any further action 
needed to be pursued. Research was accomplished through database and public information available on Google 
Earth, the TCEQ Central Registry and Drinking Water Watch, the Lubbock County Appraisal District, the Texas 
Secretary of State (SOS) website, the EPA Superfund website, and the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB). A 
summary of the findings from each of these resources follows. 
On the TCEQ Central Registry it was discovered that Mr. Julian and Graviella Torres are the owners of J&G Rentals, 
who are the current operators of PWS 1520257 (RN105070627). 
Through the Drinking Water Watch website, it was discovered that PWS 1520257 has been monitored since 2006 
through the TCEQ Public Drinking Water Section and the results for 1,1-dichloroethene have been below the 
detection limit the last eight sampling times, the most recent being on August 5, 2014. There have been some 
instances of nitrate levels going over the MCL at this site since 2006, but all enforcement has been observed through 
the Public Drinking Water Section at the TCEQ. 
The SOS website did not yield any information concerning Glynn Cabaniss or Cabaniss Rentals. The Lubbock 
County Appraisal District did give information on the property owned at the site and it appears that some property 
may still be owned by Mr. Cabaniss in the area, but the majority has been taken over by Mr. and Mrs. Torres. 
On the EPA Superfund Site Information website, the site is listed as NFRAP-Site does not qualify for the NPL based 
on existing information as documented in the April 2010 SSSR. 
On the TWDB website, two domestic wells were discovered to be owned by Mr. Glynn Cabaniss in the area, although 
no PWS wells were listed. There were several other privately owned wells within one mile of the site, and as 
previously discovered in the 2008 SI, there was no detection of 1,1-dichloroethene in these wells. 
 
Conclusion 
The levels of 1,1-dichloroethene that have been detected at the site have always been well below the MCL value of 7 
µg/L. The fact that only two wells are affected and the levels are below the MCL means that this site also does not 
reach a qualifying State Superfund HRS score of 5. The site is the location of an active PWS system serving 50 
people and the Public Drinking Water Section at the TCEQ is currently monitoring the PWS for any violations. Based 
on this information it is suggested that No Further Action be taken by the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment 
Program (SSDAP) at this time. 
 

 
 

Heatherloch MUD, PWS ID#1010548 3374 
Spring, Harris County 

NFA 
08/28/2009 

 
The Wunderlich Road Groundwater Plume site (“Site”) consists of a benzene contaminated groundwater plume 
originating from unidentified sources. This Plume is suspected to be located along Wunderlich Road, Spring, Harris 
County, Texas, where benzene was originally detected in a public water supply (PWS) well located off Wunderlich 
Road. This indicator well is owned and operated by Heatherloch Municipal Utility District. The Wunderlich Road 

 
 



 

Groundwater Plume/Heatherloch MUD, PWS ID #1010548, is an active two-well blended system. One well, the 
indicator well also releases gaseous hydrocarbons which is collected and sold. One time the natural gas produced by 
the well was burned in an on-site flare but this practice was discontinued due to neighbors complaints. Currently 
natural gas collected from the well is piped off site and sold as a product. Sampling records of the one PWS well 
dating from 1996 show that, periodically the PWS exceeded the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for benzene in 
the water supplied to its customers. The second well is clean and does not release natural gas. Even though benzene 
had been detected in the water, the system was not in violation of the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) which is 5 
µg/liter for benzene and the water was considered safe for drinking. There is no documented evidence of hazardous 
material being generated, stored, processed, disposed or transported from the site, however, active natural gas field 
operations occur in the areas northwest and east of the site. 
 
The source of benzene and other hydrocarbons is unknown and the area of contamination remains widely undefined. 
Previous investigations of area public wells have suggested one potential source area near the plume; however, 
adequate documentation attributing the hazardous substances to one or more of the potential source areas has not 
been identified. The indicator PWS well is within the area affected by a catastrophic natural gas blow-out that 
occurred in the Bammel Gas Field in 1942 and continued to burn for nearly two years. As a result of this gas 
blow-out, the water-bearing sands in the Chicot aquifer were saturated with hydrocarbon contaminants. The gas 
released into the Chicot now appears to have mostly dissipated; however, wells in the Evangeline aquifer (the aquifer 
below the Chicot) continue to experience gas intrusion. 
 
The Heatherloch subdivision is located in an incorporated area of northwest Harris County, Texas. The area consists 
of an approximately 108-acre residential subdivision divided into three sections. The Heatherloch MUD PWS has 
2,073 connections and serves a population of 6,129. The MUD wells are active and supply the water to the 
subdivision. 
 
Three private water wells affected by the Site also indicated the presence of arsenic above the MCL. EPA installed 
filters on those wells at 15310, 15322, and 15503 Cypress Garden Drive. 
 
A Pre-Cerclis Screening Checklist was prepared for the site in January 2004 and a Screening Site Inspection (SI) 
Report was prepared in March 2009 and submitted to the EPA. On August 13, 2009, EPA indicated that the Site 
would be given the designation of "No Further Remedial Action Planned" (NFRAP). 
 
Upon evaluation of the data from the SI, it was determined that the arsenic found in the private water wells is naturally 
occurring. Therefore, no remedial action is necessary under the State Superfund Program. Furthermore, the filters 
installed on the three private water wells will no longer be maintained by the either the EPA or the TCEQ. 
 

 
 

Fort Jackson Mobile Home Estates 3375 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
05/12/2014 

 
The South University Groundwater Plume Site is a groundwater plume of perchloroethene (PCE) from an unknown 
source. The Site is located at the southern city limits of the City of Lubbock, Texas, at and near the Fort Jackson 
Mobile Home Estates (FJMHE). PCE has been detected intermittently between 1995 and 2005 in the FJMHE Public 
Water System (PWS 1520064) at just above the detection limit of 0.5 µg/L. Samples thereafter have been non-detect 
for PCE. No other public water supply system in the vicinity has detected PCE during this time. The FJMHE property 
is surrounded by agricultural fields and a variety of businesses along South University Avenue. The only area 
residents live in mobile home parks. 

 
 



 

 
A SSDAP state screening sampling event conducted July 22-24, 2013 tested 19 wells for PCE as well as its daughter 
products, TCE, cis-1,2-DCE, trans-1,2-DCE, and vinyl chloride. All sample results were below detection limits as 
documented in the Daniel B. Stephens and Associates report dated 8/29/13. Based on the information available at 
this time we recommend No Further Action. 
 

 
 

Fast Stop 15 3376 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
08/24/2009 

 
The Fast Stop 15 – Valero Gasoline and Convenience Store (the site) is located in the northwest portion of Lubbock, 
Texas at the intersection of US Highway 84 and Frankford Avenue. The site is located on an approximately 1.5 acres 
parcel of property at 4602 Frankford Avenue, Lubbock, Texas. The site is located at 33.64323056 latitude and 
-101.9393583 longitudes in a rural portion of Lubbock County. 
The current owner of the site is Mr. Danny Kendrick of Kendrick Oil Company. The site is a convenience 
store/gasoline station and Public Water Supply (PWS) facility (PWS 1520244). The PWS system utilizes water 
supplied by one well which discharges into a pressure tank, then to the distribution system and services customers 
(500 transient populations). The PWS well is screened in the Ogallala Aquifer. The Ogallala Aquifer is first 
encountered at approximately 110 feet below the ground surface in the vicinity of the site. 
The Pre-CERCLIS inspection conducted on April 12, 2007 did not result in any immediate threats to the public health 
or environment. The highest concentration of the Constituent of Concern, COC (i.e., 1.4-Dichlorobenzene) was below 
the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL). No potential source for the COC was identified during the Pre-CERCLIS. A 
Preliminary Assessment (PA) was completed during April 2008 to supplement the Pre-CERCLIS. The PA concluded 
that 1,4-Dichlorobenzene contamination was below the health based levels, therefore no additional actions were 
required. 
Conclusion 
Since no immediate threats were identified in the Pre-CERCLIS and the PA and the concentrations of the COC was 
below the MCL, no further action is recommended. 
 

 
 

Former Reliable Machine 3377 
Odessa, Ector County  

OTH 
07/23/2009 

 
The Old Reliable Plating Shop Site consists of two adjacent properties, 2035 West 2nd Street and 2019 West 2nd 
Street (i.e., “2035” and “2019”, respectively) in Odessa. Reliable Machine & Supply Co., Inc., previously operated at 
the 2035 property. Ector Radiator Service, Inc., a former radiator repair shop, and a chrome-processing operation 
previously operated at the 2019 property. Operations included a milling/polishing shop where crankshafts were 
dismantled, refurbished, and polished. The site is inactive in regards to the former chrome processing operations. 
Industrial Maintenance Sales & Service, a hydraulic pump repair shop, is currently operating on the 2035 property. 
Valv-Tech Production Valve Repair, an oil-production valve repair shop, is currently operating at the 2019 property. 
 
The site properties and surrounding area are essentially flat, although it is assumed that a natural runoff pattern 
would be towards the south in the direction of Monahans Draw. Ground water generally flows southeastward under 
hydraulic gradients; however, local exceptions to the regional flow pattern result from topographic and drainage 

 
 



 

variations and depressions in the ground water table caused by pumpage. There are four active Public Water 
Supplies, with ground water wells within 4-miles of the site, which serve a total resident population of approximately 
23,379 people. State well records indicate 777 domestic wells, 73 industrial wells, and 28 irrigation wells to be with 
4-miles of the site. Of these wells, approximately 479 domestic wells are outside the Odessa city limits. The City of 
Odessa provides drinking water from Lake O. H. Ivie to residences within the city limits. 
 
The primary land uses directly surrounding the site include commercial and industrial businesses. The nearest 
residence is approximately 500 feet to the north. The nearest school is approximately 1,000 feet to the 
north-northeast. There are approximately 40 residences within 0.25 mile of the site with an average of 2.65 persons 
per household; therefore, a total resident population of approximately 106 live within this radius. 
 
The properties at 2035 and 2019 are a separate site from the Reliable Machine & Supply Company Site 
(TXD026895433) located at 2125 West 2nd Street. TCEQ and EPA conducted an integrated assessment and 
removal at that site in October 2006 (Ref. 14, pp. 1-13). 
 
In December 2006, EPA conducted a geophysical investigation at the 2035 property to locate a former trench where 
liquid plating waste was allegedly dumped. According to the report, the suspected waste trench is either 6-7 or 16-17 
feet below the surface; approximately 50 feet southeast of the main building. A pre-CERCLIS investigation and site 
visit were conducted by TCEQ in August 2007. A preliminary assessment was completed by TCEQ on April 2, 2008. 
The site inspection was conducted by TCEQ June 16-19, 2008. 
 
The sample results indicate an area of observed contamination on the 2019 and 2035 properties. A range of metal, 
semivolatile organic, pesticide, and Aroclor analyte concentrations were detected significantly above background 
concentrations in the soil samples collected from the site. Lead was detected at a concentration of 5700 mg/kg and 
total chromium was detected at a concentration of 11,300 mg/kg in samples collected from the 2019 property. These 
levels are above the TRRP PCLs of 1600 mg/kg for lead and 1,000 mg/kg for chromium (VI). 
 
Metal (arsenic, barium, and iron) and volatile organic (chloroform and 1,2-dichloroethane) analytes were detected 
significantly above background concentrations in four ground water samples. None of the analytes detected 
significantly above background concentrations were attributable to the site. Arsenic was detected at 68.7 µg/L and 
barium was detected at 3760 µg/L in a sample taken from an irrigation wells. These levels are above the drinking 
water MCLs of 10 µg/L and 2,000 µg/L, respectively. No drinking water wells are known to be contaminated. 
 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on July 23, 2009, the current determination for the site is that it is 
not eligible for the State Superfund Program; the enforcement process has not been exhausted and the site should 
be referred to the TCEQ Enforcement Division. 
 

 
 

Taylor Petroleum Company 61 3378 
Lubbock,  Lubbock County 

Active 
09/24/2007 

 
Introduction - The Taylor Petroleum Company No. 61 facility (Site) is on a 2.5 acre site at the intersection of Highway 
87 and FM 1585. The Site is identified as a “Fina” Gasoline Station and Convenience Store, a retail gasoline, diesel 
and grocery operation owned by Taylor Petroleum Company, out of Amarillo, Texas. The convenience store is located 
in a rural area south of Lubbock, therefore has a Public Water Supply (PWS) well (ID No. G1520229A) located in the 
southeast corner of the property to supply water for the convenience store operations. The Site consist of one 

 
 



 

convenience store building with four petroleum storage tanks (premium, plus, regular and diesel) and six gasoline 
dispensers and six diesel dispensers. 
 
Site History - In general, the facility has been non-compliant for reporting water quality parameters to the TCEQ in a 
timely manner. An Agreed Order dated May 17, 2006 identified that Taylor Petroleum failed to collect routine 
bacteriological samples. 
 
The site has four (4) steel petroleum storage tanks (PSTs) installed in 1995.. The PST Facility is registered as Facility 
ID No. 008516. A database search did not identify the site as a Leaking Underground Storage Tank (LUST) facility. 
 
Constituents of Concern - The constituent of concern (COC) which initiated this reconnaissance inspection is 
benzene contamination detected in the PWS well located on the Taylor Petroleum Company No. 61 site. Benzene 
was detected at concentrations that are below the Safe Drinking Water Standards, Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs) of 5 milligrams per liter. Currently, no know source has been confirmed for the COC, but there is a high 
probability that the release of benzene is from a petroleum storage tank system.. Water quality samples to date 
indicate concentrations of benzene were below the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) of 5µg/liter. Other 
Constituents of Concern for the case are Ethylbenzene, Toluene, and Xylene. 
 
Potential Pathways - The principal potential pathways include groundwater and soil exposure. The site 
reconnaissance determined that the groundwater exposure pathway drives the risk associated with releases from the 
facility. The PWS well is screened in the Ogallala Aquifer at approximately 159 feet below the ground surface. 
 
Targets - The facility is located in commercial / residential mixed community. The PWS is listed as serving a 
population of 600, but the targets are transient because of the service station/convenience store operations. The 
closest targets to the site are households located in a trailer house community (approximately 100 trailer houses) with 
the nearest targets approximately 1000 feet to the southwest of the site. Also, the neighborhood to the west is a 
mixture of households (approximately one-quarter mile) and commercial facilities. In the vicinity of the site are several 
PWS wells. These wells are used to supply drinking water to households in the vicinity of the site. 
 
Investigations - Based on the site inspection on April 12, 2007, it was determined that the site ranks as a low to 
moderate potential hazard. The source of contamination to the PWS well located on-site may be caused from routine 
spillage from the fuel dispensers associated with the Petroleum Storage Tanks located onsite or in the vicinity of the 
facility. The tank system (tanks and dispensers) passed a tank tightness test, therefore it is not anticipated that large 
quantities of fuel have been released to the environment. 
 
Eligibility - The facility is currently an active gasoline station/convenient store. Since the release of benzene is 
probably from a petroleum storage tank system located onsite or in the near vicinity of the PWS, the facility is not 
eligible for consideration under CERCLA due to the Petroleum Exclusion Criteria. 
 

 
 

Imperial Drive Wire Burn Site 3380 
Austin, Travis County 

NFA 
02/28/2008 

 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Files Date:2/27/2008 

 
 



 

 
Thru: Bill Shafford, Section Manager 
State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
Kenneth Davis, Team Leader 
Team 1, State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
From: Saru Basnet, Project Manager 
State Lead Section, Remediation Division 
 
Subject: Imperial Drive Wire Burn Site, 
Austin, Travis County, Texas 
 
 
The site is a wire burn site located at Imperial Drive and the Colorado River east of the Austin city limits in Travis 
County, Texas. The site is composed of twelve residential lots within a flood zone. The site is vacant and appears to 
be set aside for residential use. The site was discovered by TCEQ Special Investigations for Unauthorized Use of a 
Motor Vehicle and Commercial Dumping. The site was being used for burning communication cable to remove 
copper. The responsible party was arrested. Samples of ash were taken by the TCEQ Special Investigations. The 
analytical results indicated high concentrations of lead and antimony. TCEQ Emergency Response mobilized their 
contractor to remove ash and underlying soil from the identified burn locations. The site was referred to the 
Remediation Division on July 17, 2006, by the Field Operation Division, requesting to coordinate further waste 
removal action at the site. 
 
The TCEQ State Lead Section began its investigation for removal action from February, 2007. During the site visit, 
seven smaller and two larger burn areas were identified. The TCEQ directed the State Contractor during the 
pre-removal sampling and the removal action at the site. Following the approval of the Removal Action Work Plan, all 
identified burn locations were sampled at various depths and analyzed for mercury using EPA Method SW7471A and 
metals using EPA Method SW6020. Soil samples were screened in the field using an Innov-X Systems X-Ray 
Fluorescence (XRF) unit. The sample results were compared to the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Tier 1 
Residential Protective Concentration Level (PCL) for 0.5 acre. Exceedances of Tier 1 Residential Total Soil Combined 
PCLs for metals were identified from 5 burn locations. On July 2007, TCEQ mobilized its contractor to remove 
contaminated soil from the burn locations. Removal of contaminated soil from smaller areas was completed in July 
2007, however, due to heavy rainfall and the completely submerged condition of the two of the larger areas, the 
removal action was suspended. TCEQ mobilized its contractor in November 2007 to continue the removal action 
work at the site from the two remaining areas. Confirmation samples indicated concentrations of antimony, arsenic, 
copper and lead above the PCLs. In January 2008, the TCEQ contractor resumed the removal action at these two 
areas. Confirmation samples indicated that all of the metals analyzed were below Residential PCLs. The 
contaminated soil was properly characterized, and disposed of at an approved facility. The contractor submitted the 
Removal Action Report to the TCEQ on February, 2008. 
 
Upon completion of the removal action and based on the analytical results, the Imperial Drive Wire Burn site warrants 
no further action. 
 

 
 

Quality Machine & Equipment Co 3381 
Robstown, Nueces County 

NFA 
01/28/2015 

 
 



 

 
Site Setting: 
The Quality Machine and Equipment Company (QME) facility is located at 1432 E. Highway 44, in Robstown, Nueces 
County, Texas. The property is approximately 2.5 acres in size and situated in a commercial/industrial setting on the 
south side of Highway 44. The site is bordered to the north by Highway 44; to the east by Excel Pump and Machine; 
to the south by farmland; and to the west by Corpus Christi Transmission Company. 
Site History: 
The facility operated as a machine shop and conducted metal plating of hydraulic and oilfield equipment from 
approximately 1972 to 2000. Wastes generated included plating sludge and chromic acid waste waters. 
On April 29, 1992, the TCEQ first conducted a Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) in response to a citizen’s 
request, and also collected soil samples from the facility. On June 23, 1992, TCEQ issued a Notice of Violation letter 
to QME as a result of the findings of the CEI. The majority of the violations were related to unauthorized waste 
storage and disposal practices. QME eventually entered into an Agreed Order (AO) on February 4, 1993. QME then 
hired an environmental consultant and submitted a series of work plans for waste management, waste pile closure, 
tank closure, site investigation, and groundwater assessment. 
On March 23, 1994, QME’s consultant, Foresight Environmental, collected surface and subsurface soil samples from 
the neighboring property in an area that contained visibly contaminated soil immediately west of the plating shop 
building. 
In June 1998, Foresight Environmental installed one monitor well at a depth of 32 feet; the TCEQ also collected a soil 
sample from the soil boring during the monitor well installation. The TCEQ collected a groundwater sample from the 
monitor well in 3 February 1999. That same day, QME notified the TCEQ that it could not comply with the AO. No 
other monitor wells are known to have been installed. 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted a preliminary site assessment in June and November 2004. 
Based on the results of the January 2005 Removal Assessment Report, EPA determined that it would not conduct a 
removal action at the site. Since the initial CEI, the TCEQ conducted 10 additional CEIs (from 1994 through 2006) at 
the facility. The CEIs indicated that the following five of the 25 provisions of the AO were consistently noncompliant: 
• Failure to submit closure certification for two waste management tanks; 
• Failure to conduct and submit a Phase I Site Investigation Report; 
• Failure to implement a Phase II site investigation of the revised Off-Site Investigation Plan; 
• Failure to provide modifications requested by TCEQ for the Groundwater Assessment Plan; and 
• Failure to initiate Phase I of the approved Waste Closure Plan. 
 
The most recent CEI was conducted on 21 March 2006. The CEI noted that conditions at the site had not changed 
since the previous CEI. 
URS and the TCEQ conducted a site visit and collected waste characterization samples on 9 May 2007. The location 
of the monitor well installed in 1998 could not be determined. Based on site visit and analytical results of the waste 
characterization samples, TCEQ directed URS to conduct an emergency removal action in July 2007 of all remaining 
waste located at the property, which included removal and disposal of approximately 1,800 gallons of 
chromium-containing liquids in vats and drums; approximately 200 cubic yards of plating sludge/solid waste and 
adjacent soils from a waste pile; and several drums containing chromium and petroleum hydrocarbon containing 
waste material. 
Because chromium contamination on-site was more extensive than expected based on site observations, the TCEQ 
directed URS to halt waste removal activities pending further investigation of the extent of contamination. A berm was 
built around the excavated area to prevent surface water runoff from exiting the site, and black plastic sheeting was 
placed over the excavated area and metal debris. Approximately 40 cubic yards of waste were left along the west 
side of the excavated area. According to the Removal Action Supervisor’s field notes in the 2007 Draft Removal 
Action Report, the waste left on site included two truckloads of dirt/soil and piles of metal debris. 
In August 2010, the TCEQ conducted another removal action on the Site, with Weston Solutions as the Contract, to 
repair the site fence and remove all contaminated soil, waste pile, metal debris, contaminated plating shop building 
and its contents, metal storage shed, and miscellaneous chemicals stored inside the metal shed. 

 
 



 

The removal action objectives were met by removing source materials. On-site soil containing metals concentrations 
exceeding removal action levels was removed from the site and transported off-site for disposal. This was confirmed 
by the collection of verification samples and comparison of reported chemicals of concern (COC) to the removal 
action criteria. In addition, the former plating shop building, the vat and sump inside the former plating shop, and 
surrounding concrete were removed and transported off-site for disposal. The on-site monitor well was plugged and 
abandoned; the shed and its contents were removed and disposed off-site; miscellaneous debris was either recycled 
or disposed off-site; and the fence along the southern property boundary was repaired and/or replaced. 
Pathway Assessment: 
Surface Water Migration Pathway 
The surface water migration pathway was evaluated to determine whether a potential release of hazardous 
substances to the surface water pathway and receptors is present; however, potential contamination is not suspected 
because the surface drainage pathway is unlikely. Precipitation run-off from the Site flows to the East. The drainage 
ditch that stretches for approximately three miles from the Site before entering the Oso Creek is separated from the 
Site by the highway (Hwy 44) and elevated railroad tracks which would prevent any surface flow from the Site 
entering the drainage ditch. 
The surface water migration pathway target distance limit (TDL) begins at the probable point of entry of surface water 
runoff from the site to a surface water body and extends downstream for 15 miles. 
The Site is located in an area of minimal flooding, outside the 100-year floodplain, and within the 4.0 to 4.5 inch 
2-year, 24-hour duration precipitation zone. There are no surface water intakes within the 15-mile TDL. No data is 
available to determine the human fish consumption within the 15-mile TDL. 
There are over 15 miles of freshwater emergent and freshwater forested/shrub wetlands located along the Oso Creek 
within the 15-mile TDL. Threatened and endangered species located in the 15-mile TDL include: Texas 
windmill-grass (Chloris texensis), Lila de los llanos (Echeandia chandleri), Sheep frog (Hypopachus variolosus), and 
South Texas ambrosia (Ambrosia cheiranthifolia).The surface water migration pathway was not included in the site 
HRS score evaluation because the surface drainage pathway is unlikely. 
Groundwater Migration Pathway 
In 1998, the on-site monitor well was completed to a depth of 32 feet to assess the shallow GWBU present beneath 
the site. The groundwater analytical results from the monitor well indicated chromium was reported at a concentration 
of 26.5 milligrams per liter (mg/L), which exceeds the Texas Risk Reduction Program Tier 1 residential GW GW Ing 
protective concentration level of 0.1 mg/L and the hazardous toxicity characteristic value of 5 mg/L. Based on the 
chromium concentration in the groundwater sample collected from the on-site monitor well, there is actual 
contamination of the shallow GWBU underlying the Site (note: the depth to the base of the shallow GWBU is not 
known). The extent of the chromium contamination in the shallow GWBU is unknown. 
There is no known actual contamination of drinking water. According to a well survey conducted in 2010 by a 
consultant for QME, a database search was conducted to determine if any water wells are present within a 1-mile 
radius of the site and if they could be impacted by affected on-site groundwater. Five wells were identified within the 
1-mile radius search; however, only one location was confirmed during the subsequent field survey. No additional 
wells were observed within the 0.5-mile radius field survey. 
Although affected groundwater is present beneath the site, it is considered unlikely that the wells identified in the 
database search have been impacted with site-related COCs. The affected shallow groundwater bearing unit 
(GWBU) underneath the site is present at a depth of approximately 27 feet, and the wells identified in the 
Environmental Data Resources search report were screened at a minimum depth of 262 feet. Between the shallow 
GWBU and the sand units screened in the deep wells, there are multiple layers of clay/shale ranging in thickness 
from 10 to greater than 30 feet. Based on available, the shallow GWBU is most likely part of the Beaumont Clay, and 
the deeper wells may be screened within the Lissie Formation, both of which are part of the Chicot aquifer. 
A groundwater sample was collected from a temporary piezometer in July 2010 and the reported total suspended 
solids concentration was 13,800 mg/L, which exceeds the Class 2 aquifer designation threshold value of 10,000 
mg/L. As such, the shallow GWBU present beneath the site is considered a Class 3 resource. 
The Nueces County Water Control & Improvement District No. 3 (District No. 3), located in Robstown, Texas, supplies 
the City of Robstown with drinking water which is obtained from the Nueces River. There is no municipal potable 

 
 



 

groundwater water supply in the Robstown, Texas, area, due to the poor quality of the shallow groundwater 
(presence of hydrogen sulfide and because it is brackish). It is not anticipated that the shallow GWBU is used as a 
source of potable drinking water. 
In order to install water well in the Robstown, Texas area, a permit from the city and an inspection from District No. 3 
are required. 
 
Pathway Score Evaluation: 
The QME site score was evaluated on the groundwater exposure pathway in accordance with the Hazard Ranking 
System. Chromium was used to assign toxicity/mobility waste characteristics as the most toxic site COC. The shallow 
aquifer was evaluated based on observed release, and the deep aquifer was evaluated based on potential release. 
Because there are no receptors for the shallow aquifer, the site scored 0.11, which is below the score of 5.0, and is 
not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
Conclusion: 
Based upon sample analytical results of critical migration and exposure pathways, this site will not meet the State 
Superfund eligibility criteria HRS score of >5.0. An eligibility determination of No Further Action is concluded by 
SSDAP based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Big Tex Grain/W. R. Grace 3384 
San Antonio, Bexar County 

NFA 
07/29/2010 

 
Big Tex Grain Company (W.R. Grace) is identified as an approximately 7.5 acre site located at 354 Blue Star (also 
identified as 357, 353, 401, and 500 Blue Star) in San Antonio, Bexar County. The past operations of the site include 
vermiculite production, grain production, wholesaling, storage and warehousing, sawdust warehousing, and sales. 
Operations began around 1961 and the manufacturing facilities were closed in 1989 by W.R. Grace. The site is 
inactive and was placed in the Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP). A letter requesting to be withdrawn from the VCP 
was received on September 24, 2007 and the site was subsequently withdrawn from the program in January of 2008. 
 
Several investigations have occurred in the past starting with a Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment in 1994 
which indicated the presence of coal dust and some lumps of anthracite coal in the soil. Samples were again 
collected in March of 2000 indicating the presence of tremolite asbestos, metals, and vermiculite. During 
investigations conducted in 2005 and 2006, crysotile asbestos and vermiculite were again found. Additional 
investigations were conducted in 2003-2006 in adjacent properties to the Big Tex site and the pesticide diedrin along 
with polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, metals, asbestos, and vermiculite were found in the soil. A record review has 
indentified actinolite/tremolite asbestos, pesticides, insecticides, benzo(a)pyrene, petroleum hydrocarbons, coal, 
barium, cadmium, lead, silver, arsenic, selenium, and mercury as the potentially hazardous substances remaining at 
the site. 
 
The EPA and assigned contractors completed removal operations within the identified grids on the Big Tex property. 
Approximately 1925 tons of soil and debris were removed and disposed of at the Allied Waste-Tessman Road Landfill 
located in San Antonio, Texas. Restoration operations and decontamination have also been completed. 
 
No further removal actions are scheduled at the Big Tex Grain site and the EPA will begin the transfer of the site back 
to the owner who plans on developing the site to a multi-use facility. Due to EPA's activities, the site is not eligible for 
the State Superfund program at this time. 
 

 

 
 



 

 
Lloyd Walters Burn Site 3385 

Nome, Jefferson County 
OTH 

09/28/2007 
 

The Lloyd Walters Burn Site SSI was completed on June 6, 2007 and submitted to the EPA for approval. 
 
The site has been under enforcement for several years. As of 8/3/07, this enforcement case in the district court is on 
hold while EPA makes their decision whether or not to refer the site back to the state. According to Mr. Ken Cross, 
then Assistant Attorney General of the site, the Attorney General’s office was running out of enforcement options for 
Mr. Walters. According Mr. Cross, the progression of the lawsuit against Mr. Walters started out as Air, where they got 
that under control. He said it then “evolved” into a Municipal Solid Waste Division issue, then “morphed” into 
Enforcement. An injunction was issued against Lloyd Walters while in Solid Waste. Mr. Walters was able to clean a lot 
of the surface materials from the site. Then there were still issues with soil and potential groundwater contamination. 
Mr. Walters conducted his own soil sampling on his site, but eventually ran out of money to do any more sampling of 
his own. He was then held in contempt of court by Enforcement. Mr. Cross questions what they need to do now on 
their end. He said they can get an order of contempt, but he asked what that will accomplish since Mr. Walters is 
unable to pay in this case. 
 
The Site is identified as a six (6) acre site located at 3569 Nome Spur Road in Nome, Jefferson County, Texas as 
shown in Figure 2: From Highway 90 West, take Old Grayburg Road north to Nome Spur Road. Turn left onto Nome 
Spur Road past intersection and cattle guard. Proceed one-half mile to site. Site is on left side of Nome Spur Road 
(3569 Nome Spur Road (Ref. 4, p. 1; Ref. 5, pp. 1-2; Ref. 7, p. 1). 
 
Properties within a quarter mile of the site include a mix of residential and agricultural land in all directions (Ref. 5, p. 
1; Figure 1; Figure 2). 
 
The past operations of the site include burning and disposal of tires and other solid waste According to information 
from a file review, Mr. Walters has been under enforcement for several years for burning and disposing of tires and 
other solid waste at the site. There were several burn areas on this property which have left the soil black and are 
causing a sheen to appear on ponded water and in water flowing to the roadside ditch. According to previous 
investigation reports, numerous tires were observed at the back of the property, along with burned areas where tires 
and other debris has been burned. 
 
The site is accessible to the public. There are no fences or gates located on the property boundaries. During the time 
of the site visit, household waste was observed on the ground on the property near the adjacent residential property. 
According to the property owner, the dumpster on the site was removed in early 2007. The site is not occupied, nor 
being used for burning or agricultural purposes. There is a residence immediately adjacent to the property 
downgradient. 
 
According to the site owner, there are approximately eight people in the three closest houses to the site within a 
quarter mile of the Lloyd Walters Burn site. 
 
The soil pathway was researched and evaluated. The contaminated soils contain elevated pesticides, volatile and 
semivolatile organic compounds, and inorganic compounds. The following is the breakdown of contaminants, targets, 
and associated sample numbers in the soil pathway. Lead was detected at 4,320 mg/kg on the site in one soil sample 
SO-02. This level is above the Tier 1 Commercial/Industrial Soil PCL 30-Acre Source Area of 1,600 mg/kg. The 
residential yard sample adjacent to the site (SO-11) was detected at 304 mg/kg, below the Tier 1 Residential Soil PCL 
of 500 mg/kg: 

 
 



 

 
Soil Pathway - Residential Target 
Lead (TRRP Res. of 500 mg/kg) onsite at 4,320 mg/kg (SO-02); 
Copper (TRRP Res. of 550 mg/kg) onsite at 597 mg/kg (SO-01) and 799 mg/kg (SO- 02); 
Thallium (TRRP Res. onsite at 10.3 mg/kg) (SO-01), 13.3 mg/kg (SO-02), 10.0 mg/kg (SO-03), 15.5 mg/kg (SO-06), 
14.0 mg/kg (SO-07), and 7.3 mg/kg (SO-09); 
Zinc onsite at 39,200 mg/kg (SO-01), 47,500 mg/kg (SO-02), 38,700 mg/kg (SO-03), 142,000 mg/kg (SO-06), 58,100 
mg/kg (SO-07), 25,400 mg/kg (SO-09), 16,200 mg/kg (SO-10). 
 
The surface water pathway was researched and evaluated. A total of eight (8) sediment (SE) samples (including one 
(1) duplicate) were collected to substantiate the release of on-site contaminants and to evaluate potential impacts to 
wetlands located along the surface water migratory pathway. The sediment samples were analyzed for VOCs, 
SVOCs, pesticides, PCBs, metals, Hg, and CN. There were no detections with significance above background for 
release samples taken at the site: 
 
Surface Water Pathway - roadside ditch/Willow Creek Target downgradient 0.6 miles 
(Nothing reported above TRRP) 
 
 
The groundwater pathway was researched and evaluated, but there were no releases of hazardous substances from 
the site to the groundwater identified during the SSI. Private residential water wells supply sources of water to the 
site. The closest identified well is the Hardin Jefferson ISD Senior High public water system (PWS) well that is greater 
than 0.5 miles from the site. The status of the well is identified as “Inactive.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Groundwater Pathway - Residential Wells 
(Nothing reported above TRRP or significant detections) 
 
 
The Lloyd Walters Burn Site is located within the Neches - Trinity Rivers Basin (Ref. 14, pp. 17-35; Ref. 15, p. 1). The 
overland segment consists of an unnamed ditch adjacent to the east of the site. The ditch intersects with Willow 
Creek (Segment 0607C unclassified water body), the Probable Point of Entry (PPE), at approximately 0.65 mile 
downstream to the north. 
 
The site is currently not eligible for the state superfund program as the site is currently under enforcement. 
 

 
 

Former Delroc Oil Refinery (Woodwind Lakes Section No 3 Subdivision) 3386 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
08/29/2008 

 

 
 



 

The Woodwind Lakes Subdivision is a residential community that comprises approximately 640 homes located in 
northwest Harris County. The Woodwind Lakes Subdivision is located within the area of the former Fairbanks Oil 
Field that was active from 1938 to early 1970s. A small portion of the Woodwind Lakes subdivision (approximately 32 
houses) is on property that comprised the former Delroc Oil Refinery which operated from approximately 1955 to 
1957. The former Delroc Oil Refinery Site occupied approximately 5 acres within the Fairbanks Oil Field currently part 
of Section 3 of the Woodwind Lakes Subdivision. The facility was located near the intersection of Fairbanks North 
Houston Road and Toccata Boulevard on property that has been redeveloped as part of Section 3 of the Woodwind 
Lakes Subdivision. The Delroc Oil Refinery was a topping oil refinery. A topping oil refinery is designed to prepare 
feedstock for petrochemical manufacturer for the production of industrial fuels. The infrastructure at a toppings facility 
typically consist of tankage, distillation units, recovery facilities (e.g., tanks) for gases and light hydrocarbon and the 
necessary utility systems. 
 
The TCEQ received information from the Texas Railroad Commission (RRC) in September 2005 substantiating a 
need for an assessment on the Site. Based on the RRC information, it was determined that the TCEQ has regulatory 
jurisdiction on the refining activities associated with the 5 acre property identified as the former Delroc Oil Refinery 
Site. The RRC has regulatory jurisdiction on the oil and gas activities that were conducted on the properties that 
comprise the Woodwind Lakes Subdivision. 
 
Based on the RRC information, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requested that the TCEQ conduct a 
Screening Site Inspection (SSI) during fiscal year 2006. On March 14, 2006 the TCEQ conducted a site 
reconnaissance inspection and Preliminary Assessment (PA) of the Delroc Site to determine if immediate response 
actions were required. No immediate response actions were identified from the inspection. The SSI, which is the 
sampling phase, was performed on June 26 through June 29, 2006. A total of 35 samples (groundwater, soil and 
sediment samples along with 5 quality control samples) were collected within and adjacent to the 5-acre former 
Delroc Oil Refinery site to determine if contamination was present on-site and if any contamination had impacted any 
of the adjacent or nearby properties. A total of 18 soil samples, two (2) shallow groundwater samples, five (5) 
sediment samples, four (4) Public Water Supply (PWS) samples and one (1) private water supply sample were 
collected during the SSI. 
 
Source samples and sediment samples were analyzed for metals, volatiles, semi volatiles, pesticides, PCBs, 
cyanides, and mercury. No observed release was detected in the sediments. Although observed releases were 
observed in soils, none pose a threat to the community. 
 
Groundwater samples were analyzed for volatiles and semi volatiles. The sample results of the drinking water 
aquifers indicate that no impacts were observed in the Chicot and Evangeline aquifers associated with releases from 
the Delroc Oil Refinery Site. Shallow groundwater encountered in the 20-32 feet range appears to be impacted with 
constituents of concern associated with the facility. The constituents are acetone, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, 
xylene, and phenol. Based on a health consultation performed by the Texas Department of State Health Services 
(DSHS), the final health consultation report dated February 23, 2007, indicates that shallow groundwater is not used 
for drinking water in Section 3 of Woodwind Lakes; therefore there is no apparent public health hazard. The report 
also indicates that there is no apparent health hazard for direct contact to soil and sediment in Section 3 of the 
Woodwind Lakes Subdivision. 
 
Based on the SSI data, the site does not meet the criteria for a State Superfund Program at this time since no 
apparent completed exposure pathways from the source areas (soil and shallow groundwater) to the lower drinking 
water aquifers were observed from the analytical data. 
 

 
 

Bastrop County WCID 2 - PWS 0110020 3387 

 
 



 

Bastrop, Bastrop County 
NFA 

01/27/2009 
 

     Carbon tetrachloride was detected at a concentration of 0.7 µg/L in a sample collected December 29, 2003 from 
entry point 004, for which Well 5 is the only source. The Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for carbon tetrachloride 
is 5 µg/L, therefore no violation of drinking water standards occurred. A review of entry point 004 sample results 
dated from November 19, 2003 to August 22, 2006 found no other VOC detections. 
The detection of carbon tetrachloride in a sample from entry point 004 of Bastrop County WCID 2 appears to have 
been an isolated event with an unknown source for the contaminant, considering the lack of any VOC detections 
since the December 29, 2003 sample results. The amount detected in the December 2003 sample (0.7 µg/L) was 
only slightly above the laboratory detection limit of 0.5 µg/L and substantially less than the MCL of 5 µg/L for carbon 
tetrachloride. No potential sources have been identified in the vicinity of the site. 
The general manager and operations manager of Bastrop County WCID 2 were not aware of any potential sources in 
the area. The potential for illegal waste disposal exists, partially due to the location of the well near the Colorado 
River in a low-traffic semi-rural area (see Figure 2 – Site Vicinity Map). However, there are no known incidents of 
such activities near the well. 
PreCERCLIS Report submitted to EPA in December 2006. 
Because the evidence indicates this was a one-time occurrence of carbon tetrachloride in a sample from the well and 
there were no potential sources found, no further action is recommended at this time. 
 

 
 

D Bar B Mobile Home Ranch 3388 
Dallas, Dallas County 

Active 
01/27/2009 

 
SETTING 
The Dowdy Ferry Road Ground Water site is located approximately two miles east of the City of Hutchins and 2.25 
miles south of Interstate 20 in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. The site is located in a mixed rural commercial/residential 
community in the southern area of the county, approximately one half mile north of the point where Dowdy Ferry 
Road crosses the Trinity River, on the east side of Dowdy Ferry Road (see attachment). 
The Trinity River flows within 0.25 mile west of the site. Dallas Hunting & Fishing Club Lake (0.15 mile east) and Fin & 
Feather Club Lake (0.6 mile west-northwest) are also nearby. The site is located on Quaternary alluvial stream 
deposits which occur along the floodplains of the Brazos, Red, Sulphur and Trinity Rivers and many of their main 
tributaries. The Quaternary Recent alluvium has an approximate maximum thickness of 75 feet and consists of sand, 
silt, clay and gravel. The alluvium deposits are considered a minor aquifer in the North Central Texas area, including 
Dallas County and the Trinity River Basin, and are primarily used for domestic and livestock purposes, although 
several municipalities pump drinking water from them. 
 
HISTORY OF SITE 
A Pre-CERLIS Screening Checklist was submitted in April 2007. Attached is the TCEQ Preliminary Assessment 
dated July 2008. The site received a designation of NFRAP from the EPA on November 4, 2008 and was deferred 
back to the TCEQ for any further action (see attachment). 
 
TCEQ RESEARCH 
The D Bar B Mobile Home Ranch (PWS identification number 0570082) Well 1 (Source Code G0570082A, State Well 
No. 33-19-807) is the indicator and nearest well for the contaminated groundwater. The well currently provides 
drinking water to an estimated 237 persons through approximately 65 connections in the D Bar B Mobile Home 

 
 



 

Ranch subdivision. The water well is located near the southern boundary of D Bar B Mobile Home Ranch at 2870 
Dowdy Ferry Road, Dallas, Dallas County, Texas. A second well, located near the northern boundary of D Bar B 
Mobile Home Ranch, has been out of service for 10-12 years. Texas Water Development Board Well Schedules 
report the depth of the wells to be 25 ft. and dug on unknown dates. Both wells are hand-dug “open pit” wells. 
Available water sample analysis data from the TCEQ Drinking Water Quality Team, Public Drinking Water Section 
indicates that a volatile organic compound, tetrachloroethene (PCE), was first detected in a sample from Well 1 
collected on December 20, 1991 at a concentration of 2.0 ppb, below the maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 5.0 
ppb (Table 1) (Ref. 6, p. 5). PCE continued to be detected in Well 1 samples through September 11, 2002 ranging 
from 0.6 ppb to 27 ppb. The PCE concentration detected in Well 1 was above the MCL from June 30, 1992 to April 7, 
1997. No analytical data is available for the well between September 12, 2002 and August 22, 2006. PCE was not 
detected in samples collected from the well on August 23, 2006 and September 25, 2007. Two water wells from 
properties located approximately 0.25 mile and 0.50 mile north of the indicator well were sampled on February 20, 
2007. Analytical results from these samples did not detect any PCE. 
Drinking water wells are in use in all directions from the site. The well depths range from 25 ft. to greater than 1,100 
ft. The general direction of groundwater flow is documented to be generally east and southeast in the direction of 
slope of the land surface. 
This site is currently being monitored by the TCEQ Public Drinking Water section and is on an annual volatile organic 
compound (VOC) sampling schedule. 
 
CONCLUSION 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on November 17, 2008, the current determination for the site is 
that it is not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time due to current monitoring by the TCEQ Public 
Drinking Water Section. 

 
 

 
Ozona Groundwater Plume 3390 

Ozona, Crockett County 
OTH 

10/23/2007 
 

On January 9, 2007, Mr. Doug Meador, Manager of Crockett County WCID, public water system (PWS) 0530012, 
contacted TCEQ Environmental Investigator Linda White. He reported that a privately owned water well within his 
district had developed an odor. The owner, Ken Stokes, contacted Mr. Meador in December 2006, said they couldn't 
use it any more, and said the odor had been occurring for "a while." Mr. Meador was concerned because the private 
well was near an old, inactive, PWS well (Avenue G WCID). The Stokes own two wells, one identified as the North 
Well, and one identified as the well in the pump house. 
 
An Emergency Response investigation was conducted by the TCEQ on 01/16/2007. Environmental Investigators 
Chris Mayben and Linda White met with Mr. Meador, Dennis Clark of Emerald Underground Water Conservation 
District (EUWCD), and with Mr. Stokes. Mr. Mayben collected samples from the two private wells, and sent them to a 
lab to be tested for Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs). VOCs were found in both Stokes wells: well in pump house: 
Benzene, 33.8 ug/L; Xylene (total); 7.7 ug/L; Naphthalene, 11.6 ug/L; north well: Benzene, 15.0 ug/L. 
 
Two domestic water wells are on the Ken Stokes property at 808 13th Street in Ozona. The total depths of the Stokes 
wells are 271 feet and 295 feet (Field notes). One inactive public water supply well (Avenue G WCID) is to the north 
of the Stokes wells, on the same block, within 0.25 miles of the site (Figure 7.0). Crockett County Water Control and 
Improvement District #1 (WCID) has nine operational wells around Ozona. All of these wells take water from the 
same aquifer, identified as "Edwards and Associat...," according to the TCEQ Water Utilities Database. All of the 
Crockett County WCID wells are greater than 0.25 miles from the Stokes well. 

 
 



 

 
The Stokes are being supplied with water from the Crockett County WCID, which gets its water from nine wells 
installed in the area. 
 
The Texas Railroad Commission (RRC) has determined that this site is in their jurisdiction, and are investigating the 
site. The contact at the RRC is Mr. Monty Newton, 512-936-1783. 

 
 

Hilltop WSC PWS ID 1550032 3392 
Itasca, Hill County 

OTH 
10/29/2007 

 
The Hilltop Water Supply Corporation (WSC) is located in McClennan County, Texas. Based on the information 
provided in TCEQ PWS database, Hilltop Water Supply Corporation consists of three plants that serve approximately 
837 customers through 279 connections in the system. Plant one has one well that pumps to two ground storage 
tanks and gas chlorine is injected before entering the ground storage tanks. Plant two and Plant three have one well 
that pumps to one ground storage tank and gas chlorine is injected before water entering the ground storage tanks. 
 
Summary of System Compliance: 
 
Based on the information available, there is no enforcement action for the Hilltop WSC. 
 
The latest compliance investigation for the system was conducted on November 22, 2006 by TCEQ Region 9. Based 
on the information available, the violations of the system are failure to provide water system records that needed to 
be reviewed at the time of the investigation, failure to provide an intruder-resistant fence to protect the well, pressure 
tanks, and ground storage tanks, and failure to provide a proper water level indicator on the ground storage tank. 
Based on the TCEQ letter dated January 23, 2007, two of three violations have been resolved. Currently, the 
outstanding alleged violation for the system is failure to provide water system records that needed to be reviewed at 
the time of the investigation. 
 
Water Sample Analysis Results for Hilltop WSC PWS# G1550032 
 
Based on the information available, Di-2-ethylhex1-phthalate was detected at entry point 003 of plant three in Hilltop 
WSC on December 19, 2006 below its Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL). On February 15, 2007, TCEQ notified 
the water sample analysis result to the owner of Hilltop WSC and required quarterly sampling from the same entry 
point in the Hilltop WSC. The purpose of quarterly sampling at plant three is to determine if the 
Di-2-ethylhex1-phthalate chemical detected at plant three will continue to appear in the Hilltop Water System over a 
period of time, or if it was a one-time occurrence. On April 2, 2007 the writer contacted the TCEQ Drinking Water 
Protection Team and no more recent sample results were available. 
 
Based on the information provided in the TCEQ public drinking water quality database and available file review, 
Di-2-ethylhex1-phthalate was detected at entry point 003 of plant three on December 19, 2006. 
 
Based on the information provide by Mr. Michael Angel, TCEQ Region 9, there are no water bodies within 2 miles 
from the site. The site is located in the Brazos River Basin, Stream Segment 1256. Based on the information provided 
by TCEQ Water Assessment and Protection Map Viewer, there are no drinking water intakes, fisheries, and sensitive 
environments along surface water route within the 15 mile target distance limit. The site has a slight slope to north. 
The drainage direction for the area is north or northwest. Based on the site inspection, there are no areas of ponded 
water within half a mile of the site. 

 
 



 

 
Based on the site inspection conducted on April 12, 2007, there are no hazardous substances wastes found on site. 
Based on the information provided in the TCEQ public drinking water quality database and available file review, 
Di-2-ethylhex1-phthalate was detected at entry point 003 of Plant three on December 19, 2006 below it’s MCL. Based 
on the information provided in the TCEQ letter dated February 15, 2007, the TCEQ Water Supply Section required 
the Hilltop WSC to sample quarterly from the same entry point for one year in order to determine if the chemical that 
was detected will continue to appear in the water system or if it was a one-time occurrence. Based on the information 
provided by Mr. Gary Regner of the TCEQ Water Supply Section, the first quarterly monitoring water sample was 
collected on March 28, 2007 and no Di-2-ethylhex1-phthalate was detected. 
 
Based on the site inspection conducted on April 12, 2007, Hilltop WSC Plant three is located in an agricultural area. 
There is no other business located nearby. Di-(2-ethyl hexyl ) phthalate is used primarily as a plasticizer in polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) resins for fabricating flexible vinyl products. Based on the information provided by Mr. Ken Smith, 
operator of Hilltop WSC, chlorine gas is injected into water at each water station is transported by plastic pipeline. 
They change pipelines every year. All three plants use same plastic pipeline, but there is no Di-(2-ethylhexyl) 
phthalate chemical detected in Plant one and Plant two. 
 
Based on the information provided in the latest compliance investigation report from November 2006, Hilltop WSC 
currently has 279 connections and serves approximately 837 people. The Plant three of Hilltop WSC is located in an 
agricultural area. The Plant three is fenced and locked. There are no daycares or schools located within 200 feet of 
the site. There are no other private wells present within two miles from the site, based on the information provided in 
TWDB database. 
 

 
 

Martine Springs-Slaughter Creek GW Plume 3393 
Austin, Travis County 

NFA 
10/03/2012 

 
The Martine Springs-Slaughter Creek Groundwater Plume site consisted of hazardous substance contamination at 
Martine Springs in south Austin, Travis County, Texas. Martine Springs is located on the Hill Country Springs’ property 
south of National Park Boulevard, along the north bound frontage road on the east side of Interstate Highway 35 
(I-35). The hazardous substance contamination at Martine Springs was discovered when TCEQ collected water 
samples from Martine Springs in October 2006 and February 2007. The analyses of the samples detected 
trichloroethene (TCE) at concentrations of 0.7 ug/L and 0.57 ug/L. 
 
Martine Springs is considered a surface water source for the Hill Country Springs (HCS) public water supply (PWS 
No. 2270326) that bottles water from Martine Springs for retail sale. Ozark Bottled Water, Inc., currently owns Martine 
Springs along with 20.2 acres of surrounding land. The property is operated by Mr. Lonnie Ardrey as HCS, which has 
been in operation since 1997. 
 
The EPA requested TCEQ to conduct a site inspection (SI) sampling event at Martine Springs in August 2008. 
Martine Springs was sampled to document the presence of a contaminated groundwater plume, as well as to 
evaluate a drinking water receptor. Surface water and sediment samples were collected in areas around Southpark 
Meadows and upgradient from Martine Springs to evaluate potential sources of contamination. Low concentrations of 
chloroform and TCE were detected in surface water samples collected from the Martine Springs spring box, where 
ground water emerges from the ground. These surface water sample results may indicate the presence of chloroform 
and TCE in ground water because it is unlikely that these hazardous substances were present within the spring box 
itself. The levels of chloroform (2.8 ppb) and TCE (0.9 ppb) detected were below the drinking water maximum 

 
 



 

contaminant levels (MCLs) of 80 ppb for chloroform (sum of the concentrations of all five trihalomethanes as an 
annual average) and 5 ppb for TCE. According to TCEQ's Public Drinking Water Section, Hill Country Springs is 
classified as a transient non-community water system. This type of system is not required by rule to rountinely sample 
for organic chemicals. 
 
The EPA recommended the site for No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) under CERCLA on 6/24/10. Due 
to the potential groundwater contamination at the site, the current State Superfund Site Eligibility Status 
Determination is "Eligible." The site was prioritized for a state screening sampling event to determine the extent of the 
potential groundwater plume. 
 
During site visit on July 25 and 26, 2012, two spring boxes were identified at the HCS faciltiy. A well search was 
conducted and one well was identified approximately one mile soutest from the HCS which is being used by Onion 
Creek Club. The two spring boxes (GW-1, GW-2, and GW-21-duplicate of GW-01) and the well (GW-8) were sampled 
on August, 8, 2012 and were analyzed for Volatiles Organinc Compounds. No analytes were detected at 
concentrations above MCLs or Superfund Chemical Data Matrix (SCDM) benchmarks and there were no detections 
of TCE in any samples.  There was bromoform detected in the second spring box sample and chloroform detected in 
the first spring box sample (and duplicate) at concentrations less than MCLs and SCDM.  Acetone was detected in all 
samples, field blank and trip blank; however the concentrations did not exceed the MCLs or SCDM benchmarks. 
Groundwater sample analytical results for acetone were qualified as non-detect during the data review based on their 
detection in assiciated blank samples. 
 
Since the recent sample results showed no release of contaminants above the MCLs or SCDM benchmarks, the site 
is recommended for no further action at this time under the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Blue Water Courts PWS ID 0200140 3394 
Freeport, Brazoria County 

Active 
02/18/2009 

 
     The Blue Water Courts PWS G0200140 site is an active public water supply system which consists of one 
groundwater well. The well supplies water to a 12-room motel and four on-site mobile homes. The well currently 
serves approximately seven residents. According to information obtained from interviews, most of the residents drink 
bottled water by choice. The well system is classified as a non-community/transient system. The system has been in 
service since late 1970s. There is no documented evidence of hazardous material being generated, stored, 
processed, disposed, transported, or otherwise managed at the Blue Water Courts PWS site. Sampling analyses 
records of the well, dating back to the early 1990s, did not show any contamination of the well in previous sampling. 
However, the results of a water sample collected in December 2006 detected carbon tetrachloride at a concentration 
of 0.6 µ/l. The maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this compound is 5 µ/l. 
A follow up sample was collected from the wellhead (prior to treatment) in February 2007. Contaminant 
concentrations for carbon tetrachloride were not detected in the water sample. A federal Pre-Cerclis Screening was 
completed in September 2007. Based on results from subsequent sample analyses not exceeding chemical 
concentrations above the MCL, no further action is recommended for the site under the State Lead Section. As of the 
date of this report, the site is active and currently under the PWS section of the TCEQ. Therefore, the site is not 
eligible for inclusion into the state Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 

Brady Community Church 3396 

 
 



 

Brady, McCulloch County 
NFA 

10/13/2009 
 

The site is located at 801 U.S. Highway 87, Brady, McCulloch County, Texas. The site is a 1.8 acre open field located 
immediately west towards the back of Brady Community Church (BCC) property. BCC is located at the intersection of 
Hwy 87 and W. White St. The property was originally developed and operated as a cattle auction. The property was 
then sold to a car dealership. The property was bought by the owner of Bailey Metals. After Bailey Metals went into 
bankruptcy, the property was forfeited to the bank. BCC purchased the property from the bank approximately 15 
years ago. The main building in the property has been used for church services. BCC leased the open field to the 
west of the church building to MasTec North America, Inc. (MasTec), as an equipment yard from early 2000 to 2004. 
 
On August 17, 2005, TCEQ Region 8 responded to a Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) complaint. The complaint alleged 
that MasTec improperly buried waste on site. TCEQ interviewed a former MasTec employee who indicated pits were 
dug to a depth of approximately 12 to 15 feet in November and December of 2004.. These items were then covered 
with soil from the excavation of these pits. MasTec agreed to remove the items from the pits and was referred to 
TCEQ’s Enforcement Division for determination of a final corrective action. 
 
On December 14, 2005, the TCEQ Region 8 office was contacted by BCC regarding possible unauthorized disposal 
of waste at the site. BCC indicated that a large piece of cable was protruding through the surface of the soil and could 
be indicative of an additional disposal pit generated by MasTec. On December 20, 2005, the area was excavated by a 
MasTec representative in the presence of a TCEQ Region 8 investigator. The excavated hole was 12 feet by 12 feet 
and four feet deep. On the northern end of this excavation, debris was noted immediately below the surface of the 
soil. Additional excavation in this area on the northern end revealed the presence of conduit and a soil/ash mixture. 
The TCEQ Region 8 investigator determined that the ash and conduit material did not appear to be consistent with 
waste materials previously generated by MasTec. Two soil samples of the ash like material were collected during the 
investigation. Total PCBs and lead were detected at 32.4 µg/kg and 2270 mg/kg, respectively. The lead TCLP level 
was 1.6 mg/L` 
 
The site was referred to TCEQ’s State Lead Section on October 20, 2008, to determine whether a removal action was 
warranted at the site. Nineteen soil samples were collected on May 1, 2009, as part of immediate removal sampling 
activities. Antimony, copper, and lead were detected at concentrations exceeding TRRP Tier 1 TotSoilComb PCLs for 
a 30-acre source area in several samples. Lead was also detected at a concentration exceeding its TCLP level for 
toxicity characteristics. Aroclors 1016 and 1260 (PCBs) were detected above laboratory reporting limits in twelve 
samples. However, PCBs were not detected in any samples at concentrations exceeding TRRP Tier 1 TotSoilComb 
PCLs for a 30-acre source area. 
 
Removal activities began on July 20, 2009. The pre-identified area (200x150) was excavated from 2 feet to 8 feet 
below ground surface. All the confirmation samples sent to the laboratory showed concentrations below TRRP Tier 1 
Residential PCLs for lead, antimony, and copper. The site was backfilled with clean fill. The removal activities were 
completed on August 7, 2009 and the final Removal Action Report was approved and submitted on August 31, 2009. 
 
Since the removal action has been completed at the site, the site is recommended for no further action for the State 
Superfund Program at this time. 

 
 

 
Brady Community Church 3396 

Brady, McCulloch County 
OTH 

 
 



 

11/05/2007 
 

Brady Community Church leased approximately 1.8 acres of the site to MasTec North America in early 2000s. In 
August of 2005 Texas Commission Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Region 8 office responded to a complaint. The 
complaint alleged that MasTec improperly buried waste on the site. TCEQ investigators verified the allegations with 
Mr. Todd Moss, Supervisor, MasTec North America and he stated that the waste items were disposed to avoid paying 
commercial load rates at the landfill. TCEQ investigators contacted Mr. Randall Larr, Brady Community Church Pastor 
about the disposal activities. He stated that he was aware of the disposal and burial activities, but was unaware that 
the complaint has been filed. 
 
During investigation, five covered pits containing various waste materials were identified at the site. Some of the 
materials identified were tires, innerduct, steel tubing, oil containers, used oil filters, lead acid batteries, approximately 
fifty-seven 5-gallon buckets with residues, approximately fifteen 1-gallon buckets. The samples were collected from 
excavated containers and from the pits. The laboratory indicated high levels of total hydrocarbons (TPH) and levels of 
elevated metals. These materials and debris were removed by MasTec and were transported to different landfills and 
recycling centers. On December 2005, Mr. Phill Graves (Advisor to the Board, Brady Community Church) had 
concerns involving the possibility of an additional pit at the site which might contain waste material from MasTec. 
According to the Region 8 investigation report, the excavation in this area revealed presence of conduit and a soil/ash 
mixture. Two soil samples were collected from soil/ash mixture. This area was determined not consistent with waste 
materials generated by MasTec by the TCEQ investigators. The samples were analyzed for metals and PCBs. One of 
the samples was above Industrial/Commercial PCL for lead. 
 
State Lead Section (SLS) conducted two site visits in May of 2006. SLS found out about TCEQ Enforcement’s 
involvement with the site and that Enforcement had issued an Order to MasTec to submit an APAR. The APAR was 
submitted to Enforcement which was then referred to Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Section for review and 
compliance. The letter requesting financial information was sent by SLS Brady Community Church on April 26, 2007 
and response was received, which was forwarded to Financial Review Section. 
 
After a meeting and discussions with MSW, Enforcement, Legal and Field Operations, it was determined that any 
action from SLS will be warranted after MasTec has fulfilled the agreed order. 
 

 
 

City of New Home 3399 
New Home,  Lynn County 

OTH 
10/29/2007 

 
The City of New Home Public Water Supply facility (facility) treats groundwater only. Based on conversation with the 
City of New Home water treatment personnel and local residents, the primary source of water is derived from the 
Ogallala Aquifer. The groundwater is piped from three wells to the treatment unit located at 123 East Broadway. The 
facility services a residential population of approximately 440. Samples collected from 1330018A and 1330018B had 
benzene detections of 1.58 ug/l and 3.4 ug/l, respectively. 
 
Although there were documented detections of benzene in March 2005, there have been no detections thereafter 
according to Bobbie Clem, Water Treatment Operator for the City of New Home. This information could not be verified 
by Gary Regner, Quality Assurance Specialist, Sample Contract Manager, Drinking Water Quality Team, Public 
Drinking Water Section of the TCEQ. Samples have been collected subsequent to the detections, however the 
sample results are not available because the analyses have not been paid for by the City of New Home. The City of 

 
 



 

New Home was informed of there outstanding balance and are in the process of rectifying the balance in order to 
obtain and submit to the TCEQ the subsequent sample analyses. 
 
There is no documented evidence of hazardous waste being generated, stored, processed, disposed or transported 
from the site, however, the treatment facility uses chlorine to treat the groundwater prior to distribution. The treatment 
chemicals are stored in polypropylene storage tanks located inside the water treatment building. 
 
 
The City of New Home Public Water Supply Facility is located adjacent to the east side of the Eddins Walcher 
property with fuel tanks and Northeast of a former Phillips 66 service station which is now TCEQ LPST site # 108903. 
The population of the City of New Home is 440. Three domestic wells are within 1/8 of a mile of the City of New Home 
public supply wells. The precise use of these wells is unknown, although most domestic wells in the area are used for 
irrigation of yards and farms. 
 
The PreCERCLIS Screening Report is included with the file information. 
 

 
 

Harris County WCID 119 3400 
Tomball, Harris County 

Active 
02/09/2009 

 
    The Harris County Water Control and Improvement District 119 PWS is a public water system which obtains all of 
its water from groundwater sources. The PWS consists of three wells and serves a population of 5,937 residents with 
1,979 connections. 
Well #3 was drilled on 7/10/03. Analysis of a water sample collected on 8/25/04 revealed benzene detected at a 
concentration of 0.9 ppb. The PCL for benzene is 5 ppb. Subsequent analyses of water samples collected from Well 
#3 on 12/16/04, 2/9/05 and 6/7/05 resulted in no detections of benzene. Review of the recent water sample analyses 
results for benzene in Well # 3 for December 2007 and March 2008 indicate no detections for benzene. 
The site is an active site as of the date of this report, and not eligible for the state Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 

Kelso Water Systems Inc 3401 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

OTH 
10/29/2007 

 
Kelso Water System, Inc. #3 is a private owned public water supply system which is located on south side of US 
Highway 62/82, 0.25 mile east of the City of Lubbock. Based on the information provided by Mr. Kelso, the Water 
System, Inc. #3 currently serves 75 trailer homes (approximately 200 residents) located in the South Franklin Mobile 
Home Park Community. There are total nine water wells in the system. Wells 8 and 9 have never been used. Well 3 
was disconnected from the system. Wells 1, 5, and 7 were shut down in September, 2005 because the high nitrate 
concentrations. Wells 2, 4, and 6 are currently operating in the system and used to supply drinking water for South 
Franklin Mobile Home Park Community. Each well discharges into its own pressure tank, then to the distribution 
system. Disinfection is provided via hypochlorination ahead of the pressure tanks at each well. Several trailer homes 
located inside South Franklin Mobile Home Park Community have not used Kelso Water System #3 as their drinking 
water supply. They use their own private wells as a drinking water supply. The Kelso Water System #3 (PWS ID No# 
1520080) was originally owned by Ms. Virginia Franklin Fuller. Mr. Jim Kelso bought the water system in April 2003. 

 
 



 

 
Based on the information available, TCEQ issued Bilateral Compliance Agreement to Ms. Virginia Franklin Fuller on 
August 30, 1994 because the high concentrations of iron, fluoride, and nitrate. The agreement required Ms. Fuller 
conduct a feasibility investigation in order to evaluate alternate water sources and viable treatment technologies to 
correct the fluoride and nitrate violations. 
 
On October 13, 1999, TCEQ issued an Agreed Order (DOCKET NO. 1999-0597-PWS-E) to Ms. Virginia Franklin 
Fuller. For failing to submit water samples and for bacteriological analysis for October, November, and December 
1998, and January 1999. 
 
On May 30, 2001, EPA Region 6 issued an Administrative Order to Ms. Virginia Franklin Fuller and required her to 
deliver Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) to the customers of the Franklin Estates, EPA Region 6, and TCEQ. 
 
On December 4, 2002, an Agreed Order (DOCKET NO. 2001-0837-PWS-E) was issued to Ms. Virginia 
Franklin-Mower for failure to locate the groundwater sources so to ensure that no danger existed of pollution from 
livestock and animal pens. The Agreed Order also state that Ms. Franklin-Mower failed to provide a sanitary 
easement covering all property within 150 feet of each well location, failed to provide a well capacity of 1.0 gallon pe 
minute per connection and a pressure tank capacity of 50 gallons per connection with a maximum of 2,500 gallons, 
and failed to collect the required microbiological sample for March 2001. 
 
Based on the Investigation Report dated on June 23, 2003, Jim and Tommy Kelso are the new owners of the system 
and are working to upgrade the system. New pumps have been installed in some of the non-working wells and new 
chlorinators have been installed as well. The system missed 4 bacteriological samples in the past year and had one 
positive. A letter from TCEQ has addressed this issue. The System has also missed it’s quarterly nitrate notification, a 
copy of the letter and notification language was also provided to Mr. Kelso. On the previous year’s investigation, the 
system was cited for having Wells 2 and 5 adjacent to animal pens. The Kelsos were instructed to continue collecting 
raw water samples at those two wells which are still located next to animal pens. 
 
Based on the TCEQ’s letter dated August 5, 2003, TCEQ did not receive a public notice for the second quarter 
(April1-June 30) of 2003 from Kelso Water Systems Inc. #3 to notify their customers that their water does not meet 
drinking water standard for nitrate. Based on the TCEQ letter dated January 8, 2004, the water sample collected from 
the system contained coliform bacteria. On April 10, 2005, New Compliance Agreement was issued to Kelso Water 
Systems Inc. #3 from Enforcement Division of TCEQ. On October 7, 2005, a Notice of Enforcement Action was sent 
to Kelso Water System Inc. #3. 
 
Kelso Water System, Inc. #3 water sample analysis results: 
 
The history sampling analysis results for organic compound and arsenic for the Kelso Water System, Inc.#3 are listed 
in Table 1 and 2. 
 
Table 1 Lists of Sampling Analysis Results for Organic Compounds 
(See table in report). 
 
Table 2 Lists of Sampling Analysis Results for Arsenic 
(See table in report). 
 
Based on the information provided in the TCEQ public drinking water quality database and available file review, 
chemicals such as arsenic, barium, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, selenium, zinc, nitrate, tetrachloroethene, 
bromoform, bromodichloromethane, chloroform, dibromochloromethane, methylene chloride, and acetone had been 

 
 



 

detected in the Kelso Water Systems, Inc. #3. Tetrachloroethene detections are: Well 2 - 1995 (1.2 ppb); Well 4 - 
1999 (1.1 ppb); Well 5 - 2110 (0.6 ppb); and Well 7 - 1996 (0.6 ppb). 
 
The site is located at Brazos River Basin near Stream Segment 1241. There are no surface water bodies within 2 
miles of the site. There are no drinking water intakes, fisheries, and sensitive environments along surface water route 
within 15 stream-miles downstream. The site is relatively flat and the surface soil on site is the Amarillo sand. The 
drainage direction for the area is southeast. Based on the site inspection, there are no water ponds or surface 
depressions on site. 
 
Based on the information provided in the TCEQ public drinking water quality database and available file review, 
chemicals such as arsenic, barium, chromium, copper, lead, nickel, selenium, zinc, nitrate, tetrachloroethene, 
bromoform, bromodichloromethane, chloroform, dibromochloromethane, methylene chloride, and acetone had been 
detected in the Kelso Water Systems, Inc. #3 in the past. 
 
Based on the information provided by the system owner the system currently serve 75 trailer homes (approximately 
200 people) located in the South Franklin Mobile Home Park Community. There are no day cares or schools located 
within 200 feet from the site. There is a daycare located 1000 yards from the site that uses the City of Lubbock’s 
public water supply. There is a school located 4 miles from the site which also uses the City of Lubbock’s public water 
supply system. 
 
Based on the information provided by the system owner, approximately eight trailer homes located within South 
Franklin Mobile Home Park Community use their own private wells as their drinking water supply. Private water well 
had been searched within 1/4 mile from the water system during the site inspection on January 12, 2006. Because 
nobody at home, we can not locate any information about the private wells for four trailer homes. There is one private 
drinking water well located at 2120 North County Road 2830. The well is used as a drinking water well and the well 
depth is greater than 100 ft. There is another private well located at 2110 North County Road 2830 which is shared by 
four trailer homes. The well was drilled two years ago and the well depth is approximately 160 feet. There is one 
drinking water well located at 5220-East County Road 6400, the well was installed in 1985 and the well depth is 140ft. 
This well is located just outside South Franklin Mobile Home Park Community. 
 
The PreCERCLIS Screening Checklist is included with the file information. 
 

 
 

Magnum Precision Instruments PWS ID 1012846 3402 
Houston, Harris County 

Active 
01/22/2008 

 
Magnum Precision Instruments is oil drilling equipment components manufacturing company. It has one well which is 
classified as public non-transient/non-community system serving a population of 80 full time employees and machine 
shop. It is believed that the system has been in service for more than 10 years. The site is currently active 
 
The well was sampled for VOCs in December 2005 and the level of Trichloroethene detected was at 2.2 ug/l. The 
well was resampled in April 2006 for VOCs and Trichloroethene, Toluene and Chloroform were detected above their 
detection limits at 4.3 ug/l, 1.2 ug/l and 1.0 ug/l respectively. Since Trichloroethylene has an established maximum 
contaminant levels (MCL) of 5 ug/l, toluene at 1000 ug/l and chloroform does not have an established MCL, the 
system was not in violation of drinking water standards. 
The well supplies drinking water to 80 full time employees and machine shop. The well had been sampled on regular 
basis since 1996 and review of the analysis of prior years did not indicate any contamination found in the well. 

 
 



 

 
It should be noted that the previous water samples were collected from the tap inside the shop and not at the well 
head. It should also be noted that the same contaminant were detected in the field blank sample as well. 
In May 2006, follow up water samples were collected at the well head and from a faucet outside the shop. Sample 
analyses from both locations did not detect any Trichloroethene, Toluene or Chloroform previous detected in the 
water. Another follow up sample was collected in July 2006 from a faucet outside the shop. Sample analyses of this 
sample also did not detect any previously detected chemicals such as trichloroethene, toluene or chloroform 
confirming that the well was clean and had been clean. The contamination found in the samples collected from the 
faucet inside the shop appears to be a chemical used in the machine shop as cleaning agent. 
 

 
 

Maxim Production Pullet House 3403 
Boling, Wharton County 

Active 
01/22/2008 

 
Maxim Production Company-Pullet House is an active chicken farm which raises chickens for egg production. The 
water is supplied to the farm and employees by a well system consisting of three wells and has one entry point. The 
water system is classified as private non-community/non-transient system. The system has seventeen service 
connections, serving a population of approximately 54 people and the Pullet House. The water passes through 
chlorination system and filtration system before it is distributed to the residents but the water supplied to the plant and 
employee is not filtered. The system has been in service since the late 70's till present. 
 
Elevated levels of carbon tetrachloride, a regulated compound, and three monitored compounds, 
Bromodichloromethane, Dichloromethane and Bromoform have been found in one of the wells of the system. Carbon 
tetrachloride was detected at 4.2 µg/L, which is an exceedance of the MCL. Three monitored compounds; 
Bromodichloromethane was detected at 0.6 µg/L, Dichloromethane was detected at 1.7 µg/L and Bromoform was 
detected at 0.6 µg/L respectively. Sampling results from the other two wells of the system and area wells within a half 
mile radius did not show any contamination. 
 
It should be noted that the chemicals detected in one of the well water in the system Maxim Production were 
associated with disinfectants used at the site, however, bromine was not used at the site. The company uses chlorine 
bleach to clean the bird houses and Poul-phene (Phenolic Disinfectant) for the birds disinfection. The company does 
not generate any type of hazardous waste at any of its locations. 
 
The well was resampled by TCEQ in August 2005 and June 2006 quarter and analyses of water samples collected 
during these quarter did not indicate detection of any of the chemicals previously detected in the water.. 
TCEQ in a October 12, 2006 letter informed the company that it would not collect follow-up samples at this time 
because well did not detect chemicals which had been previously detected. 
The source of the temporary contamination of the well has not been identified. 
 

 
 

Northgate Mobile Home Park 3004 
Odessa, Ector County 

NFA 
11/23/2015 

 
SITE SETTING: 

 
 



 

This site was a potential ground water plume in the vicinity of East 57th Street and Tom Green Avenue in Odessa, 
Texas (Figure 1). The plume was identified through routine monitoring of the Northgate Mobile Home Park (NMHP) 
public water system (PWS), TCEQ PWS ID 0680013, located at 409 East 57th Street, Odessa, Texas. 
 
SITE HISTORY: 
Detections of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and pesticides have been reported periodically in each of the 
NMHP PWS entry points between 1995 and 2010. Chromium was detected in two entry points in 2007, but below the 
EPA maximum contaminant level (MCL). Nitrates have been consistently above the MCL in samples from the system. 
The site was referred to the TCEQ for PA/SI investigation in 2006. 
 
TCEQ performed a Pre-CERCLIS screening for the NMHP PWS 1 site in 2006. The site was subsequently renamed 
to be E 57th Street Groundwater, and TCEQ conducted a preliminary assessment for the site in 2011 followed by a 
site inspection (SI). The SI field sampling event was conducted in May2012. A total of 23 samples, including two 
background samples, and three field duplicate samples, were collected. The groundwater samples were analyzed for 
VOCs, SVOCs, total metals, and mercury. 
 
No organic constituents were found at significant concentrations in any of the 20 wells sampled. Significant 
concentrations of arsenic, barium, copper, iron, sodium, vanadium, and zinc, were detected in 10 of the 20 wells 
sampled. Arsenic was detected at concentrations of 0.0124 to 0.0215 mg/L, above the MCL of 0.01 mg/L in five wells. 
Vanadium was detected in six wells above the 2014 TRRP groundwater PCL of 0.044 mg/L. However, arsenic and 
vanadium are considered to be naturally occurring in the area. 
 
On November 18-20, 2014, a SSDAP Drinking Water Evaluation sampling event was conducted to delineate a 
1,1-DCE and PCE plume to MCLs at the nearby Northwest Odessa Groundwater site. This sampling event 
overlapped a number of the wells at the East 57th Street GW site. These samples were analyzed for VOCs and total 
metals. The samples collected in the vicinity of the East 57th Street site had no detections for VOCs. Lead was 
detected in a NMHP PWS well at a concentration of 0.0153 mg/L, slightly above the 2014 TRRP groundwater PCL 
(0.015 mg/L). This concentration has been attributed to plumbing factors and has been addressed by the PWS by 
blending the water from several wells, which is also required to address elevated nitrate levels. Groundwater PCL 
exceedances for chlorinated solvents were detected at several wells approximately ½ mile to the southwest of the 
East 57th Street site and are being addressed under the PA/SI program as the Northwest Odessa Groundwater site. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION November 23, 2015: 
Reviewed SSDAP Letter Report for FY 2015 sampling activities at Northwest Odessa Groundwater site, which 
spatially overlaps with East 57th Street site. No VOCs were detected in the vicinity of the East 57th Street site. Lead 
was detected in one well at the NMHP, but is not considered to be a release to groundwater and has been reviewed 
by the TCEQ agency-wide IET. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on November 23, 2015, a State Superfund Program eligibility 
determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded due to no documented release or potential releases of 
hazardous substances at this site. 
 

 
 

Royal Coach Trails 3405 
Houston, Harris County 

Active 
02/09/2009 

 

 
 



 

Royal Coach Trails Mobile Home Park 
The Royal Coach Trails Mobile Home Park (RCTMHP) PWS is a public water system which obtains all of its water 
from groundwater sources. The PWS serves a population of 171 residents with 57 connections. 
Analysis of a water sample collected from Well #2 on 1/4/05 revealed benzene detected at a concentration of 1.1 ppb, 
and ethylbenzene detected at a concentration of 0.6 ppb. The PCLs for benzene and ethylbenzene are 5 ppb and 70 
ppb respectively. Previous analyses of water samples collected from Well #2 on 9/23/98 and 1/11/01 revealed no 
detections. Subsequent analyses of water samples collected from Well #2 on 3/17/05 and 6/2/05 revealed no 
detections. Analyses of water samples collected from Well #1 on 1/11/01 and 1/4/05 revealed no detections. Well #1 
is screened in the same aquifer as Well #2, and is approximately 200' north of Well #2. 
Recent analysis of a water samples collected on January 2006, March 2007, and May 2008 revealed no detections of 
benzene and ethylbenzene. 
A Federal Pre-Cerclis Screening Report was prepared in July 2006. It ranked the site low potential risk hazard. 
This is an active site and currently not eligible for state superfund program as of the date of this report. No further 
action is recommended under the state Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 

San Ygnacio MUD 3407 
San Ygnacio, Zapata County 

OTH 
10/29/2007 

 
San Ygnacio MUD draws water from the Rio Grand River via two pumps, each rated at 450 gallons per minute. Water 
treatment and distribution are carried out at the water plant located at 702 Grant Avenue, San Ygnacio, Texas. The 
MUD’s treatment plant is rated for 864,000 gallons per day. 
 
San Ygnacio MUD had a detection of Atrazine (0.32 µg/L) on 3/1/04. The TCEQ notified them that they had to sample 
for Atrazine quarterly. San Ygnacio MUD had no subsequent detections of Atrazine in four consecutive quarterly 
sampling events. Gary Regner, TCEQ Public Drinking Water Section, has stated that San Ygnacio MUD is no longer 
required to do any additional quarterly monitoring. 
 
San Ygnacio MUD uses alum (liquid ammonium sulfate), lime and chlorine to treat the water prior to distribution. 
 
Abel Solis, Manager - San Ygnacio MUD, stated that the March 2004 sample (detection of Atrazine = 0.32 µg/L) was 
collected following a rainfall event. The Atrazine detection may be attributed to any number of agricultural fields 
upstream of the drinking water withdrawal. 
 
San Ygnacio’s drinking water intake is in the Rio Grande River, approximately 150 yards from the treatment plant. 
The system serves approximately 750 people via 408 retail connections and 91 wholesale connections. There are no 
private wells nearby. 
 
The complete PreCERCLIS Screening Checklist is included with the file information. 
 

 
 

Harris County MUD No 217 PWS ID 1011983 3411 
Houston, Harris County 

OTH 
08/29/2008 

 

 
 



 

Cell was left highlighted and blank 
 

 
 
 

Explosive Control Inc 3412 
New Waverly, Walker County 

NFA 
08/19/2013 

 
Site Setting 
Explosive Control, Inc. (the “site”) consisted of a 5-acre storage site and a 10-acre disposal site joined by a private 
dirt road. The site was located on the north side of Highway 150, approximately 1.6 miles north of the community of 
Old Waverly in a heavily wooded area far removed from any residences. The site is surrounded by the Sam Houston 
National Forest. The two operational sites were located on land leased out of a 249 acre tract owned by Mr. Virgil 
Barfield. Explosive Control operated as a treatment, storage, and disposal facility for various obsolete oil field 
explosives. The site was active from 1981-1987. Mr. Barfield currently uses the site for cattle grazing and hunting. 
 
Site History 
In August 1984, Explosive Control, Inc. applied for a Hazardous Waste Permit with the Texas Water Commission 
(TWC). A month later, a test burn was conducted for the Texas Air Control Board (TACB). In June 1985, the TWC 
issued a Hazardous Waste (HW) Permit (HW-50088) for the site. 
 
On July 9, 1986, an Industrial Solid Waste Inspection was conducted by the TWC in order to survey compliance of 
the operation with the Commission’s rules pertaining to solid waste management. During the inspection, conditions 
were observed and documented that TWC believed were violations of the solid waste rules. The following areas of 
alleged noncompliance were observed during the inspection: the Company did not have a Notice of Registration as 
required by 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 335.6.; the Company did not have documentation of sudden liability 
insurance as required by Provisions IV.A and VI.B. (6) of Permit HW 5008-001; the Company had no onsite external 
communication device as required by Provision III.F.a of Permit HW 5008-001; waste received onsite had not been 
manifested as required by Provision VI.B.4 of Permit HW 5008-001; the Company had not submitted reports of 
unmanifested waste to the TWC as required by Provisions VI.A.6, VI.B.4, and VII.B of Permit HW 5008-001; the 
Company had not filed an owner/operator report as required by provisions VI.A.5 and VI.A.6 of Permit HW 5008-001; 
and the Company had not maintained an inspection log as required by provision VI.B.1 and Attachment C of Permit 
HW 5008-001. 
 
On August 19, 1986, the TWC sent out a Notice of Solid Waste Violations. 
 
On September 16, 1986, an Executive Director’s report was submitted to the TWC’s Legal Division. 
 
On January 5, 1987, Explosive Control, Inc. submitted a proposal to close the facility. On April 10, 1987, the TWC 
approved closure activities at the site. On April 16, 1987, the TWC revoked Explosive Control, Inc.’s permit 
(HW-50088) as ordered by the Administrative Order. 
 
On April 16, 1991, a Preliminary Assessment (PA) was conducted by Lonnie Gilley of Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
for EPA. The PA noted that the potential contaminants of concern were various types of obsolete or off-specification 
oil field explosives and residues remaining from the processing of waste explosives. The explosives were contained 
in ATF Type II outdoor storage magazines until ready for processing. When processed, the wastes were soaked in 
55-gallon drums of diesel fuel, removed and openly burned in perforated 55-gallon drums. The remains were placed 

 
 



 

in towstacks, which were then placed in plastic bags, and transported to an authorized disposal facility. A release to 
the air has not been documented. The site was referred to the TWC by EPA on July 31, 1991. 
 
TCEQ Research 
According to a Pre-CERCLIS Screening conducted in October 2000 by Johnny Kennedy of the Texas Natural 
Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC), Explosive Control, Inc. operated to treat, store, and dispose of 
obsolete and off-specification oil field explosives. The explosives consisted of shaped charges, detonating cord, 
detonators, propellant charges, casing and tubing cutters, and setting toll charges. 
 
Explosives were transported to the 5-acre storage site and either stored in ATF Type II outdoor storage magazines or 
placed directly into 55-gallon soaking drums filled with diesel fuel inside an eight by ten foot steel building. The 
charges were soaked for approximately 24 hours and then they were removed, placed in 5 gallon plastic buckets, and 
transported to the 10-acre disposal site. The drained fuel was then placed back into the soaking drums. 
 
At the 10-acre disposal site, the explosives were placed into perforated 55 gallon drums located on curbed, concrete 
pads, and thermally processed by open burning. Following the open burning, the residual products (pieces of glass 
and metal) were removed, placed in towsacks which were then placed in plastic bags, and transported to an 
authorized disposal facility in Conroe, Texas. 
 
The only materials handled by Explosive Control, Inc. were obsolete and off-specification oil field explosives. The 
various explosives and approximate percent handled were: shaped charges (78%); detonating cords (12%); 
propellant charges (3%); casing and tubing cutters (3%); setting tool charges (1%); and others (2%). Typical 
explosive materials contained in these materials included: cyclotrimethylene trinitramine (RDX); cyclotetra methylene 
tetranitramine (HMS); hexanitrostillbene (HNS); di picryl sulfone (THERMEX). Diesel fuel was the only other material 
used in operations at the site. The diesel fuel was used for soaking the explosive charges and used in thermally 
processing the deactivated explosives. 
 
During the site inspection conducted on September 26, 2000, no potential waste source areas were identified at the 
Explosive Control, Inc. Approximately 45 empty drums were observed to be at the 10-acre disposal site. Four empty 
drums were observed to be at the 5-acre storage site. There was no evidence of a spill or release observed from 
these drums. According to Mr. Barfield, these 55 gallon metal drums were purchased empty, brought to the site to be 
used in the site’s operations, but were never used. Once operations ceased and the site was certified as being 
closed, the extra drums were left on-site. No other waste sources were observed. No releases were observed or have 
been documented. 
 
On May 31, 2012, Ms. Lund, Remediation Division contacted Mr. Barfield concerning the site. Mr. Barfield indicated 
that he still owns the land and it’s used for grazing cattle and hunting. There are no private wells on the property. The 
sheds mentioned in the Pre-CERCLIS are still on the property and are used for storage of personal belongings. 
 
On August 19, 2013, Ms. Lund obtained data from the San Jacinto County Appraisal District that indicates that Mr. 
Barfield still owns the site. The legal description is: A018 Jose Maria De La Garza, Tract 502, acres 211.73. There are 
no schools, daycares, or residences within 200 feet of the site. 
 
On August 19, 2013, Ms. Lund obtained data from the Texas Water Development Board that indicates there is one 
domestic well located within a quarter of a mile from the site. There is one stock well located within a quarter to a half 
of a mile from the site. There is one unused well, one rig supply well, and one domestic well located within one half to 
three quarters of a mile from the site. From three quarters to a one mile radius, there are five domestic wells. From 
one to two miles from the site, there are 14 domestic wells, four unused wells, one stock well, and one rig supply well. 
 
Conclusion 

 
 



 

After the TCEQ review of the available information on August 19, 2013, a State Superfund eligibility determination of 
No Further Action (NFA) is concluded as no releases have ever been observed or documented and all 
non-compliance issues were administrative. 
 

 
 

Country Squire MHP 1 PWS ID 1520142 3413 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
04/30/2015 

 
Cell left blank 
 

 
 

Battery Reclamation 3415 
Pecos, Reeves County 

NFA 
06/03/2011 

 
The BRI facility is located on approximately 15.3 acres in an industrial sector in southwest Pecos with unused 
agricultural land immediately north of the site, an empty lot adjacent to the west, Interstate 20 to the south, and the 
Pecos Farmers Produce processing facility to the east. Battery recycling activities were conducted at the site from 
1988 until 2005. The recycling activities included a sorting building, a pyrolysis unit, a hammermill building, a lithium 
battery building, a container storage area (TCEQ permitted), two saw plants, and two open yards containing 
numerous supersacks (one cubic yard each) containing partially processed batteries and two types of wooden crates 
(designated as Taiwan and Holland Crates) filled with unprocessed batteries. 
 
In 2004, the TCEQ rejected a permit application from BRI and required the facility to undergo closure activities. On 
July 3, 2007, the State Attorney General determined that enforcement actions to remedy the site had been 
exhausted. The City of Pecos is served by a municipal water supply; however, there are at least five domestic water 
supply wells within four miles of the site. The site contained a large quantity of waste (both hazardous and 
non-hazardous) and was recommended to the EPA as a candidate site for a removal action. 
 
EPA contractors mobilized to the site on August 9, 2010 and August 10,2010 to conduct a time-critical removal action. 
The EPA contractors sorted and characterized the wastes using a combination of XRF screening and laboratory 
analysis. Based on the waste classification, each waste stream was removed and disposed of by both truck and 
railcar. In addition to the battery powders, the following waste streams were bulked and transported offsite for either 
disposal or recycling: unprocessed batteries, corrosive liquids, PCB oils/ballasts, various paints, containers of 
elemental mercury, and excavated soils. Two onsite buildings, that presented a health and safety concern for workers 
removing wastes from the buildings, were demolished. The sheet metal generated from the demolition was sent to a 
local metals recycler. The surface soils were characterized and compared to TCEQ Texas Risk Reduction Program 
(TRRP) Protective Concentration Levels for the "Tier 1 Commercial Soils 30 Acre Source Scenario." Four 
exceedances for mercury were found during the initial sampling and those areas were excavated. After excavation 
and resampling, all samples met the TRRP guidelines. 
 
Although there was evidence of hazardous substances, the site is inactive, and TCEQ enforcement has been 
exhausted, the site is not eligible for further activity under the State Superfund Program because the removal action 
conducted at the site removed all hazardous substances from the battery recycling processes that were present 
throughout the site including the surface soils. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Lubbock Electroplating 3416 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
04/14/2008 

 
Site Background 
Lubbock Electrocoating was formerly a zinc plating shop according to Mr. Von (Sandy) Kimble of TEK Properties, 
current owner of the property. It was incorporated in 1981 and forfeited its existence in 2002. It is unknown what types 
of chemicals were used in the former plating operation, but typical zinc plating solutions include acid chloride zinc, 
alkaline non-cyanide zinc, and cyanide zinc. 
In 1991 the City of Lubbock (the City) conducted a pretreatment inspection at Lubbock Electrocoating. Lubbock 
Electrocoating did not meet the parameters in the City’s industrial waste ordinance and were instructed to either 
pretreat their waste or they would be separated from the sanitary sewer. It was at this time, or shortly thereafter, that 
Lubbock Electrocoating decided to cease operations. 
In 1992 the City discovered that Lubbock Electrocoating had discharged plating wastes into the alley between 
Avenue F and Avenue E. At that time, the Lubbock Electrocoating building was vacant with minor office debris inside. 
On the north side of the building were numerous steel and fiber drums, trash, and debris. The drums were in various 
stages of deterioration and varied from empty to full. The steel drums were sealed and not opened to check the 
contents. 
The City cleaned up the discharge wastes as well as the sanitary sewer line, which contained sludge with high 
amounts of heavy metals. Samples taken of the discharge wastes were analyzed using the Toxicity Characteristic 
Leaching Procedure for metals and did not indicate the materials to be hazardous. Samples were non-detect for 
hexavalent chromium. 
Soil in the vacant lot adjacent to the Lubbock Electrocoating building was excavated in 1996 and the site was closed 
according to the Texas Natural Resource and Conservation Commission’s (TCEQ’s predecessor agency) Risk 
Reduction Rule Standard 1. 
 
A February 2008 pre-CERCLIS Site Screening of Lubbock Electrocoating revealed that the building that housed the 
plating operation is currently used as a storage facility for various nonhazardous materials (furniture, pallets of 
cardboard boxes, office materials, etc). No hazardous wastes were found in the building or anywhere on the property 
and no evidence of releases was identified. 
 
Targets 
 
The site is in a commercial/industrial area. The nearest school is approximately 0.67 miles away. The nearest active 
public water supply well is a Lubbock Public Water Supply (PWS ID 1520002) well approximately 2.1 miles away from 
the site. The Lubbock PWS serves a residential population of approximately 223,838 people. The nearest private 
domestic use well is approximately 2.7 miles away. The nearest surface water intake is approximately 44 miles away. 
The nearest surface water body (the North Fork of the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos River) is approximately 
0.80 miles away. 
 
Conclusions 
 
No further action under State Superfund is recommended based on current operations (nonhazardous materials 
storage), past clean-up efforts, and site closure by TCEQ’s predecessor agency. No waste sources or evidence of 
releases were identified during the February 2008 pre-CERCLIS Site Screening. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

A&M Plating and Grinding Co 3417 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

Active 
08/27/2008 

 
The business currently operating at the site, L&M Machine, Inc., machines black steel pipe for agricultural irrigation 
systems. The machine housing is completely encased, and the pipes are machined to specifications controlled by a 
computer. There are no lubricants other than water used in the machining process, which is discharged through the 
Lubbock sewer system. L&M Machine, Inc. is not identified as a Customer or a Regulated Entity in ARTS. L&M 
Machine, Inc. waste management activities are limited to two covered roll off bins used to store scrap metal (filings) 
for recycling. The facility is not eligible for State Superfund as it is an active site. 
 

 
 

Southwestern Plating Works 3418 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
05/18/2016 

 
Background 
 
Southwestern Plating Works located at 2020 Clovis Road, Lubbock, Texas was once the site of a chrome plating 
operation; however, the chrome plating business has ceased operations. According to a record search, Southwestern 
Plating Works has never been in violation or had any documented threats to the public and/or environment. 
Southwestern Plating Works left the site (2020 Clovis Road, Lubbock, Texas) at least by January 2003. There are no 
records of a Southwestern Plating Works, currently in operation, in the Lubbock area. 
 
The site is currently owned by Ms. Helen Castro who operates an automobile repair shop called, United Auto Clinic. 
Her business has occupied the building since 2005. Operations at United Auto Clinic include routine vehicle 
maintenance and engine/transmission repairs. United Auto Clinic does not perform auto body repairs or chrome 
plating work. 
 
No hazardous substances were found in the building or on the property. In addition, there was no evidence of a 
former release inside the building and the surrounding property. 
 
Targets 
The site is located in an industrial and residential area. The nearest school is approximately 0.3 miles southwest of 
the site. The nearest active water supply well is the Family Community Center MHP Public Water Supply (PWS 
1520026) well approximately .87 miles northeast of the site. The Family Community Center MHP PWS serves a 
residential population of approximately 70 people. The nearest surface water body, Canyon Lakes, is approximately 
½ mile north of the site. 
 
Conclusions 
Due to the nature of the business that was operated at this site in the past, i.e., chrome plating, sampling is 
recommended for the site. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Dorsey Marble & Tile 3419 
Amarillo, Randall County 

Active 
06/09/2008 

 
Dorsey Marble and Tile cuts and finishes natural and artificial marble stone for tile, fixtures, and other applications. 
Dorsey Marble and Tile is owned and operated by Mr. Danny Dorsey and has been active at the site since 2002. The 
5.01 acre property at 6800 Rockwell Road is occupied by a metal building approximately 10,000 ft2 in size, 
containing a shop area to the north where marble is cut and finished, a large warehouse area to the west with a 
walk-in kiln and storage closet, several offices to the east, and a product showroom to the south. Additionally, a paved 
parking lot and an empty field are located to the east of the building. Former metal plating operations took place in the 
shop area at the north side of the building. The site is located in a residential neighborhood with multiple residences 
located within 500 feet of the site. The closest private water well is approximately 114 feet to the west of the site at a 
private residence (Gannon home); Ms. Judy Gannon stated that this was a drinking water well. There is an additional 
private well located at the church directly to the east of the site. According to Mr. Danny Dorsey, Dorsey Marble and 
Tile and several of the residences in the surrounding area get their drinking water from a property called Rockwell 
Acres located approximately 0.25 miles to the west of the site, while many others have their own private wells. 
Surface drainage at the site appears to be to the south. A ditch runs along the south of the property parallel to 
Rockwell Road and appears to drain to the east. 
 
Based on the site inspection on January 31, 2008, hazardous materials used and/or stored currently on-site consist of 
one (1) 55-gallon drum of flammable resin and one (1) 55-gallon drum of acetone (not observed). At least one drum, 
labeled with UN 1866 (resin solution, flammable), was observed on the warehouse floor adjacent to the walk-in kiln. It 
appeared to be intact and in good condition. Mr. Dorsey also stated that the facility (Dorsey Marble and Tile) used 
approximately 5 gallons of acetone per week, but only one (1) 55-gallon drum at a time was stored on-site. Mr. 
Dorsey stated that the facility held no hazardous waste permits at the time of the interview. According to Mr. Dorsey, 
Dorsey Marble and Tile formerly produced artificial marble on-site from cured resin using the large walk-in kiln in the 
western warehouse area until 2007. An exhaust port from the top of the kiln appeared to lead directly out of the roof 
of the facility. Ms. Judy Gannon, who lives at the property directly to the west of the site, stated on January 31, 2008 
that she frequently smells heavy resin odors emitting from the Dorsey Marble and Tile facility, as recently as three (3) 
months prior. Waste water and sediment from marble cutting operations in the north shop area appeared to drain into 
a hole in the center of the floor, and Mr. Dorsey stated this line discharged to an empty field to the north of the facility. 
He also stated that a sump formerly draining to the septic tank is located below the western warehouse floor. 
According to Mr. Dorsey, the business prior to Lone Star Plating used the building to wash down large trucks and the 
pit formerly drained to the septic tank. Mr. Dorsey said he had the drain lines sealed off when he occupied the 
property. During the TCEQ site visit on January 31, 2008, no stained soil or distressed vegetation were observed in 
the parking lot or drainfield area, but it should be noted that much of the ground was covered by snow. 
 
Based on the TCEQ site visit on January 31, 2008, the Dorsey Marble and Tile site is considered to be “active. 
 

 
 

Turn-Key Processing LP 3420 
Amarillo, Potter County 

NFA 
05/07/2008 

 
Alta purchased the facility from the City of Amarillo in 1994. 
Turn-Key Processing and its predecessor, Alta Plating, conducted metal plating operations including chromic 
anodizing, sulfur anodizing, and chemical conversion processing for parts used in the aerospace industry. The facility 

 
 



 

operated out of a large aircraft hangar known as Hangar 4000. The facility utilized a three step process consisting of 
alkaline cleaning, de-oxidation, and anodizing, generating F006 listed wastes of electroplating sludge. Waste waters 
were generated from the metals plating process that were filtered and treated prior to their discharge into the City of 
Amarillo’s publicly owned treatment works (POTW). Sludges generated from this process were to be disposed as 
hazardous wastes. 
The waste streams generated from the metals plating processes at the subject site were sludges and waste waters 
from the plating solution baths. Process waters generated from the metals plating process were filtered and treated 
prior to their discharge into the City of Amarillo’s POTW. All generated electroplating sludges were to be disposed as 
hazardous wastes. 
According to a Compliance Evaluation Inspection by the Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC), predecessor agency to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), on January 28, 1998, 
sludges generated from their plating processes were not being characterized and containers were not properly 
closed. This inspection was prompted by a documented spill of 6,000 gallons of waste water that occurred on 
January 20, 1998 releasing hazardous substances into the ditch bordering the site on the eastern edge. Prior to this 
uncontrolled release, The City of Amarillo pursued enforcement for violations of their waste water discharge 
parameters into the city POTW. 
A fire erupted at the facility on June 17, 2001 with hazardous materials and hazardous wastes stored within it (Ref. 3, 
see photographs A, B, and C). Initial firefighting efforts included fire suppression with water, generating a large 
quantity of contaminated water run-off from the site and into the adjacent ditch to the east. The fire and subsequent 
demolition of the dilapidated hangar also generated asbestos contamination. 
The City of Amarillo contracted Vista Environmental, Inc. to perform the demolition and disposal of the fire-destroyed 
hangar, and remove all asbestos, hazardous, and non hazardous wastes. This removal action was carried out from 
June to September 2002. 
The City of Amarillo retained Llano-Permian Environmental (LPE) to address the contaminated soils onsite and in the 
adjacent ditch to the east. LPE carried out the complete removal of all contaminated soils onsite and in the ditch, and 
confirmed the completion of the removal action with confirmation samples at the bottom of all excavated areas. 
Groundwater was not reached during the excavation of the contaminated soils; the water table is relatively deep in 
this area. Depth to groundwater for the nearest well to the site well # 26305 is 157 feet. 
These removal actions addressed the hazards posed by the facility operations and by the contamination released 
due to the fire and fire suppression methods employed, as reported in the final implementation reports. There was 
visual evidence of the fire during this site inspection on January 29, 2008. A determination of No Further Action under 
the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program is made with the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Dilley Foundry 3427 
Palestine, Anderson County 

OTH 
01/21/2010 

 
The Palestine Arsenic (EPA Identification Number: TXN000605670) site (a.k.a Palestine Foundry, George E. Dilley 
and Son Founders and Machinists Shop, or Dilley Foundry) consists of a mixed industrial/residential area within the 
city limits of Palestine, Texas. Levels of arsenic and lead that exceed the health based levels of the EPA and TCEQ 
have been detected in soil samples collected from the site, and in yards in the surrounding residential area. The 
former Palestine Foundry is the suspected source of the residential yard contamination. The Palestine Arsenic site 
was identified as a result of previous investigations of the Palestine, Light, Heat, and Power Company (PLH&P), EPA 
Identification Number: TXD981912421, site. During the expanded site inspection (ESI) at the PLH&P site, the area of 
interest was expanded to include the former Palestine Foundry at 601 S. May, on the west side of S. May between W. 
Dallas St. and W. Park St along the north/south bound Missouri Pacific Railroad tracks. The Palestine Foundry was 
operated from 1873 to 1940 by three generations of the Dilley Family: George M. Dilley was the original owner, his 

 
 



 

son George E. Dilley continued operations at the foundry until his death in 1932; his son Clarence V. Dilley then took 
over until his own death five years later. The enterprise manufactured some farm equipment and machinery, but its 
primary output was gray iron and brass castings for Texas railroads. 
 
After the 2004 ESI, the Palestine Arsenic site was defined as the residential and commercial areas south of the 
east/west-bound Missouri Pacific Railroad tracks, north of E. Jolly and W. Cook Streets, west of Crockett Street, and 
east of S. Jackson Street where samples were collected that detected levels of arsenic, lead, and vanadium above 
health based protective standards. The Palestine Light, Heat, and Power Company site was given a designation of 
No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) by EPA and is being evaluated as a separate site by TCEQ. 
 
Following EPA’s NFRAP and referral to the TCEQ for further action on April 5, 2007, additional sampling in residential 
yards was conducted by the TCEQ between July and November 2007. The area sampled was expanded to include 
500 properties between Jackson St. on the west side, Crockett St. on the east side, Jolly St. on the south side, and 
east/west-bound Missouri Pacific Railroad tracks on the north side. A background study was completed in May 2008 
to determine background concentrations of arsenic, and the 95% upper prediction limit was determined to be 151 
ppm. As of October 2008, nine residential yards have been determined to have arsenic concentrations exceeding 151 
ppm. Forty-five properties have been determined to have lead concentrations exceeding 500 ppm. Removal activities 
as well as additional sampling activities are planned to begin in April 2009. 
 
The owner of record for the property is Janet Davenport of Palestine, believed to be an heir of George E. Dilley. Due 
to the historical nature of the foundry operations and the number of years since the death of the owner, it has not yet 
been determined if any enforcement action will be pursued for the site. TCEQ legal staff will continue to be consulted 
on any future actions to be performed at the site. 
 

 
 

Recovered Oil Services 3449 
Seagoville, Dallas County 

NFA 
02/14/2008 

 
Recovered Oil Services operated three transfer and accumulation sites for waste oil, filters and other waste. 
Releases of hydrocarbons to soil and air were documented by TNRCC Enforcement beginning with site inspections 
February 1991. The storage yard at Site #2 (2300 Simonds Rd) was reported to EPA in February 1996 after the 
facility appeared on the news as a “potential threat to navigable water due to oil stains and oil saturated soil from 
leaking drums of oil filters” (EPA fax March 1, 1996). EPA closed the case, since the site was already in enforcement 
and currently not observed to threaten surface water, and TNRCC maintained the lead and continued enforcement 
actions against Recovered Oil Services. In 1997 TNRCC conducted remediation activities including drum and tank 
removal, soil excavation, and the application of bioremediation agents. 
 
Site is inactive 
The site is owned by Matbon Inc. (phone 972-313-3149); which specializes in highway construction. The site is 
currently used for gravel mining operations. 
 
Evidence of Release – Remediation complete 
There is evidence of release of hydrocarbons to soil and air, as field investigators observed on the following 
occasions: 3/91, 9/92, 8/93, 7/94, 8/94, 10/95, 12/95, 3/96, 6/96, and 7/96. Investigators also noticed soil staining, 
open drums and tanks, and sludge in a pit. A state lead remediation effort was conducted in 1997. Although the file is 
incomplete, it is clear the waste (tanks, drums, and other containers) was removed from the site, some soil was 
excavated and disposed of, and bioremediation agents were applied to the soil. Confirmation samples from 10/29/98 

 
 



 

show evidence of a logical sampling plan and document removal of contaminants. The soil samples were all tested 
for TPH 1005, PAH Modified 8015, and Total RCRA 8 Metals. No significant elevated concentrations were detected; 
all samples were below TRPP Tier 1 PCLs (and Combined PCLs) for 30-acre commercial site. 
 
Enforcement is Exhaused 
Records indicate the site was initially referred to Enforcement on 09/15/1993. February 9, 1996 Enforcement ordered 
the RP, Paul Himmelreich, to develop a plan and properly clean up this site (and site #1). On May 28, 1996, an 
agreed order was issued, giving 90-days for closure plan submittal and 120-days for clean up; one extension was 
granted August 30, 1996. In 1997 the state lead remediation efforts occurred. On September 11, 1999 a Default 
Judgment by the Attorney General was issued against Recovered Oil Services finding the State was entitled to 
permanent injunction, civil penalties and fees. The company was found in violation of numerous codes, instructed to 
cease accepting waste, report inventory of waste on-site, and dispose of waste. The Secretary of State records tax 
forfeiture of the business on November 18, 1991. 
 
Conclusion: 
No further action is warranted at Recovered Oil Services Site #2, 2300 Simonds Rd due to a state lead remediation of 
the site in 1997. Samples confirm clean-up to below PCL for the constituents of concern. 
 

 
 

William Crooker Jr 3450 
Big Spring, Howard County 

NS 
02/14/2008 

 
This referral from the EPA is for William Crooker, Jr. who was associated with Mr. G’s Garden Center and 
Landscaping (located at P.O. Box 1565 at the southeast corner of FM 700 and US 87, Big Spring, Texas 79720) 
which was deemed a nonsite in a separate referral and verification for state superfund eligibility. A TWC preliminary 
assessment of William Crooker, Jr. was conducted by David F. Hill Engineering-Science, Inc. on April 22, 1986. Site 
activities included an interview with the manager of the store owned by Mr. Crooker, Winfred Hocker, and a site 
observation made immediately thereafter. Mr. Crooker was out of town at the time of the site visit so waste 
management information was provided by the store manager, Mr. Hocker. According to Mr. Hocker, no commercial 
application of pesticides was conducted either commercially or privately, and no ground application equipment is 
owned by William Crooker, Jr., nor does he dispose of containers or rinsates. 
Attempts were made to contact Mr. Crooker and David F. Hill Engineering Science, Inc. with no success. This is a 
separate referral for a separate entity that is a person, William Crooker, Jr., thus, not a site. Therefore, a nonsite 
determination has been made for this state superfund eligibility screening. 

 
 

Baldridge Oil Well 3451 
Giddings, Lee County 

OTH 
02/16/2009 

 
     An estimated 80 barrels of crude oil was released on September 25, 1996 from a north-south gathering pipeline 
running through ranch land northeast of Giddings. Heavy rains washed the oil 500 feet to a stock pond. The PRP 
directed clean-up activities which included trenching, absorbent booms, washing oil to a collection point, and vacuum 
truck removal of oil and oil-water mix. A 500 square foot area was burned to remove surface oil. 

 
 



 

This release of crude oil and other refined fractions of crude oil is exempt from the definition of hazardous substances 
under CERCLA per 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14) and as such is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. A 
determination of OTHER is made. The site should be referred to the Texas Railroad Commission. 
 

 
 

Oak Farms Dairy Ammonia Release 3454 
Dallas, Dallas County 

Active 
01/22/2009 

 
On December 18, 2008, the Oak Farms Dairy operation in Dallas was contacted at 214-941-0302. Mrs Anna 
Thompson confirmed that the site was currently an active dairy company. Since the site is avtive, the site is not 
eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Plant Process Equipment Inc Release 3456 
League City, Galveston County 

Active 
02/09/2009 

 
At approximately 12:00 on February 18, 1994, a welder performing spot welding on an empty rotary dryer at Plant 
Process Equipment, Inc. (PPE) in League City ignited residue remaining in the dryer. It was determined that the 
residue was terephthalic acid. PPE personnel utilized their own fire extinguishers to fight the fire until League City Fire 
Department arrived. The fire was extinguished by 13:50. Due to the black smoke and odors emitting from the dryer, 
approximately 200 residents were informed to close all windows and doors as a safety precaution. Environmental 
Protection Agency Technical Assistance Team (TAT) arrived on the site at 14:40 to coordinate with local and state 
officials, including Jim Indest of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC). According to the 
initial spill report, the TAT concluded that the release did not appear to threaten or affect any of the area’s natural 
resources. PPE planned to remove soil contaminated from fire foam run-off and to forward a letter explaining the 
circumstances of the incident to TNRCC. On February 28, 1994, TNRCC Region 12 received a letter describing the 
incident and diagrams of the rotary dryer, but did not receive any further information about removal of the 
contaminated soil. On December 4, 2008, Mr. Steven Kennedy, vice president of Plant Process Equipment, Inc., 
stated that he recalled the incident as described in the report but could not recall whether subsequent soil sampling or 
removal had been conducted. He stated that PPE facility in League City was still active and had been since 1977. 
Since the processes in place at Plant Process Equipment on the day of the incident are still active, the Site Discovery 
and Assessment Program (SDAP) finds the site is ineligible for the State Superfund Program at this time. 
 

 
 

Seminole Texaco Spill 3458 
Seminole, Gains County 

OTH 
06/23/2009 

 
An estimated 700 barrels of crude oil was released from a four-inch gathering line on July 31, 1996. The spill was first 
discovered in a maize field southeast of Seminole. Upon discovery, Texaco reported the spill to the National 
Response Center (NRC) and Texas Railroad Commission (TRC). A pressure test of the pipeline followed and on 

 
 



 

August 2, 1996, a second spill was discovered in a caliche pit on a farm south of Seminole, just east of Highway 385, 
off County Road 402 K. 
 
The EPA Response and Prevention Branch (RPB) sent Region 6 Superfund Technical Assessment and Response 
Team (START) members to document the PRP lead response, monitor clean-up activities, and coordinate with state 
and local officials. 
 
The PRP directed clean-up activities at the two spill locations. The first spill (maize field) contained an estimated 
volume of 46 barrels of crude oil. The spill occurred because of corrosion in the pipeline. Clean-up activities included 
excavation of soil and pipeline repairs. Groundwater was not impacted at this location. 
 
The second spill in the farm caliche pit was discovered after the pressure test of the pipeline. Approximately 700 of 
the missing barrels of oil were accounted for at this location. Oil had saturated the soil up to 25 feet below ground 
surface, where a clay confining layer was located. On August 8, 1996, Texaco determined that groundwater was 
impacted at this location and the TNRCC (Region 7) was notified. TRC and TNRCC representatives were on-scene 
later in the evening. The TNRCC approved Texaco’s free phase recovery process. Site clean-up included soil 
excavation of an area 110 by 40 by 25 feet deep, free-phase recovery from impacted groundwater, groundwater 
monitor well installation, and groundwater monitoring. 
 
Site clean-up was complicated by the debris accumulated on the property and in the caliche pit; which included trash, 
drums of grease and oil, drilling chemicals, transformers on pallets and construction debris. START personnel 
documented that the drums, drilling chemicals, and transformers were in good condition and there was no evidence 
of spills or leaks. 
 
This release of crude oil and other refined fractions of crude oil is exempt from the definition of hazardous substances 
under CERCLA per 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14) and as such is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. A 
determination of OTHER is made. The site should be referred to the Texas Railroad Commission. 
 

 
 

Valero Pipelines Hydrocarbons 3459 
Robstown, Nueces County 

OTH 
02/09/2009 

 
Valero Pipeline Hydrocarbon Spill 
An estimated 4,000 gallons of oil, mixed with butane and other hydrocarbons, was released from a gathering pipeline 
on September 25, 1996 in an agricultural area near the intersection of FM 1695 and FM 2826. The release was 
contained within a nearby drainage ditch. The PRP directed clean-up activities which included trenching, absorbent 
booms, purging the pipeline with nitrogen, and vacuum truck removal of the oil-hydrocarbon-water mix. 
This release of crude oil and other refined fractions of crude oil is exempt from the definition of hazardous substances 
under CERCLA per 42 U.S.C. § 9601(14) and as such is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. A 
determination of OTHER is made. The site should be referred to the Texas Railroad Commission. 
 

 
 

White Rock Lake - Citizen's Complaint 3460 
Dallas, Dallas County 

NS 
11/10/2008 

 
 



 

 
Cell left blank 
 

 
 

Texarkana Milling & Supply 3464 
Texarkana, Bowie County 

OTH 
02/27/2008 

 
Texarkana Milling & Supply was an agricultural warehousing and supply business. The property has been abandoned 
to this type of use since approximately 1990. The City of Texarkana reported the site to TNRCC in 1995 because of 
the site’s fire hazard potential. Investigators found hundreds of various types of containers on-site containing 
hazardous chemicals such as: paraformaldehyde, arsenic, diazinon, parathion, and carbaryl. The containers were 
reported to be open to the elements and of poor integrity causing releases to the environment. TNRCC requested 
EPA lead clean up at the site. In October 1995, EPA conducted site stabilization activities, followed by removal and 
disposal of all waste and containers in June 1996. No confirmation sampling was conducted. 
 
Site is inactive 
A telephone conversation with Mr. Wayne Poag (owner of site and vine company) confirmed that the site is no longer 
used for any economic activities. The site is vacant, although the buildings are occasionally used for temporary 
transfer/storage for vines which are used to make wreaths. 
 
Evidence of Release – Documented but not confirmed with samples 
The site file includes the following documents: Site Assessment Report (E&E, 1995), EPA Memo to Request Removal 
Action (EPA, 1995), Removal Support Report (E&E, 1996), and Preliminary Assessment Report (Fluor Daniel, 1997). 
Each document references “documented releases” to the environment. Air monitoring for organic vapors was 
conducted on May 1, 1995 in and around the buildings and containers which found two readings exceeding 
background levels in the head space of 55-gallon drums (Site Assessment Report). EPA Memo to Request Removal 
Action justifies the need for removal action with the following statement: “The integrity of containers and buildings on 
the Site is extremely poor and numerous spills and releases have been observed and are documented.” In October 
1995, EPA conducted site stabilization activities, followed by removal and disposal of all waste and containers in June 
1996. No confirmation sampling was conducted on-site. 
 
Enforcement has NOT been pursued 
Search of Central Registry, Enforcement, and Corrective Action related databases found no evidence of enforcement 
at Texarkana Milling & Supply. The site is still permitted through PST (ID # 42688). The associated fueling station has 
been abandoned, the tanks are still in the ground, and no action has been taken to abandon the tanks in place or 
document abandonment with TCEQ. 
 
In conclusion, Texarkana Milling & Supply is inactive, has evidence of release (without confirmation sampling), and 
enforcement has NOT been pursued. Therefore, the site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. It is 
recommended to refer the site to Field Operations in an effort to facilitate enforcement action. 
 

 
 

Brandon Street Drum 3465 
Houston, Harris County 

NFA 
08/25/2009 

 
 



 

 
"The inactive site is located on a vacant lot in a residential neighborhood on the south side of the City of 
Houston, with a high school, library, and police station within 0.25 miles. The current owner of the property 
is Bobbie Broussard (verbal access agreement recorded in telephone memo to file). The original referral 
for the site lists the address as 9127 Brandon Street; however, the more accurate address is 9129 
Brandon Street as 9127 and 9129 Brandon Street were merged and 9127 is no longer listed on the most 
recent Harris County Appraisal District (HCAD) maps.  
 
On March 21, 1996, personnel from Region 12 of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
(TNRCC) responded to a complaint referred to them by the City of Houston Public Health and 
Engineering Department, Hazardous Waste Section, regarding abandoned drums at the above 
referenced property. During their investigation, they confirmed by observation and photograph the 
presence of several hundred drums, tote tanks, and drum liners with waste residue stored inside a small 
building as well as outdoors on the site. A majority of the drums were empty, but some contained 
unknown liquid materials with corrosive material stickers still attached. Based on their condition, it 
appeared that the drums had been located there for an extended period of time. Staining on the ground 
was photographed near at least one of the drums. At the time of the investigation, the title to the property 
was vested in Johnnie Pipes and wife, Mattie Pipes, both deceased. TNRCC Region 12 personnel 
requested that the Emergency Response and Superfund Section of the Pollution Cleanup Division of the 
TNRCC review the site and determine the appropriate action. The site was subsequently referred to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for assessment.  
 
The Brandon Street drum site does not appear to have been recorded in the EPA Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) database, and 
TCEQ Central Registry and Enforcement databases also contained no information. The waste manager 
and the emergency response manager at TCEQ Region 12 could not provide any archived records nor 
recall any anecdotal information about the site. Philip Ofusu, Remediation Project Manager for Region 6 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, could only find the initial technical direction document issued to 
the START cleanup contractor regarding planned assessment activities at the site, and referred inquiries 
to the City of Houston for further information; however, the City of Houston Department of Health had no 
records on the site or any cleanup. On February 21, 2008, TCEQ Region 12 matrix personnel conducted 
a site visit. The site was inactive, there were no structures on the site, it was well vegetated with tall trees, 
and the ground was generally dry with a few areas of standing water. No colored soils or stressed 
vegetation were observed during the visit. When the investigator spoke with the original complainant, 
Reverend M.C. Jones of the Maranatha Church (located across the street from the site), Mr. Jones stated 
that there had been less than 40 to 50 drums at the site and that the City of Houston had conducted the 
removal. 
 
On August 7, 2009, Michael Cave and Omar Valdez of the TCEQ Remediation division, Superfund 
section, conducted a state screening sampling event at the site. Four surface soil grab samples and one 
surface soil composite sample were collected from the site and the adjacent residential property to the 
north. One background sample was "collected in Sunnyside Park, approximately 0.4 miles northwest of 
the site. All samples were analyzed for metals, volatile and semi-volatile compounds, pesticides, and 
polychlorinated biphenols (PCBs). Concentrations of mercury in all samples, including background, were 
below the Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) protective concentration level (PCL) for Total Soil 
Combined (3.6 mg/kg). Concentrations of mercury exceeded the PCL for the Soil to Groundwater 
Ingestion pathway (0.0078 mg/kg); however, area residences are supplied with city water and there is no 
domestic well use. All other constituents detected were found at concentrations below their respective 

 
 



 

critical PCLs. Based on the information available at this time, the Site Discovery and Assessment 
Program (SDAP) recommends a decision of No Further Action. 
 

 
 

Texas Chemical & Weed Control 3466 
Giddings, Lee County 

NFA 
02/16/2009 

 
     Site is in a predominantly residential area composed of mobile homes, small to average size wood-frame homes 
several decades old, and the occasional newer, slab-built structure. A grey, single-wide mobile home, currently 
occupied, is at the site address. The structure is on city utilities. Water drainage in the immediate area is generally 
NNE to SSW. Site drainage is to the east. An alley and one residence separate the site from a concrete culvert that 
then carries runoff to the SSW. There is no evidence of the storage of chemicals, or of any environmental effects as 
the result of previous storage of chemicals. 
Paul Kolm, the former owner of the site, and owner of Texas Chemical and Weed Control, used the site as the base 
of operations for his pesticide and herbicide application business. He also owned a related company in San Antonio 
named Chemweed of San Antonio. The Giddings company was incorporated in 1980. A “Change of Registered Agent 
and/or Office” form was filed in 1996 which corresponds with the death of Paul William Kolm on March 14, 1996. It is 
possible then that Mr. Kolm operated his business at this site 1980 to 1996. 
A site visit was conducted by Stephen Ellis of the TCEQ on January 5, 2009. The site is an occupied residence. 
There was no sign of a water well on the property or at any other residence in the immediate vicinity. Jeffrey Zgabay 
with the City of Giddings stated that all structures within the city limits were on municipal water. This water is supplied 
by three wells located north of Highway 290 and one on the eastern edge of the city and south of 290. The closest of 
these wells to the site is approximately .6 miles due north. Water is drawn from depths of 1200’ to 2000’ in these 
wells. The closest private well is located .9 miles to the southwest. It is screened from 600’ to 660’. 
After the TCEQ review of the available historical information and current site conditions on 1/30/09, the determination 
for the site is that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. At this time we recommend No Further Action. 
 

 
 

Western Seed & Delinting 3467 
Lamesa, Dawson County 

NFA 
08/24/2016 

 
Site Setting and History 
The Western Seed & Delinting Site is approximately 1 mile north of the City of Lamesa, Dawson County, Texas 
located at the intersection of US Hwy 87 and Ranch Road 825 and is approximately 9.54 acres in size. The Site is 
located in a rural area, bordered by fields, and on the north and northwest by highways. The site contains 6 buildings 
which were utilized as an office, residence, treatment building, and storage warehouses. 
 
Based on available historical documents, the site was previously an acid delinting/seed treatment business with 
operations starting around 1959. Anhydrous hydrochloric acid and ammonia were used for the delinting process at 
the site, and multiple additional chemicals (fungicides, insecticides, and nematicides) including fumazone, demosan, 
orthene, vitavax, captan, phosphoric acid and phostoxin pellets. There are no documented releases of these 
chemicals/products on file. The site has had multiple owners but it appears that the site operations remained the 
same and the last documented operations conducted under the name Butler Seed & Delinting, Inc. ended around 
2004. It is unknown whether delinting/seed treatment operations are ongoing. 

 
 



 

 
The site overlies the Ogallala aquifer which is the primary and widely used groundwater source for the area. There 
are also two freshwater emergent wetlands (playas) located north and southeast within a half mile of the site. 
 
 
SSDAP Eligibility Sampling Phase Activities 
The objective of the subject March 2016 sampling event was to determine if the site was eligible for evaluation under 
the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) and scoring under the Hazard Ranking System 
(HRS) by documenting a release of hazardous substances to the environment. The objective was achieved by 
conducting a visual survey, sampling domestic and irrigation water wells, sampling surface soils, and sampling 
sediments within a two-mile radius of the site. 
 
Two samples were collected form site soils and analyzed for organochlorine pesticides by EPA SW-846 Method 
8081B and for semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) by EPA SW-846 Method 8270D. One background sample 
was collected 1.3 miles north of the site to establish background concentrations. There were no detections of 
organochlorine pesticides. SVOCs were detected but all concentrations were below the Level of Required 
Performance (LORP). 
 
Two sediment samples were collected from the dry playa lake located southeast of the site. The samples were 
analyzed for pesticides by EPA SW-846 Method 8081B, volatile organic compounds (VOCs) by EPA SW-846 Method 
8260C, and SVOCs by EPA SW-846 Method 8270D. There were no detections of organochlorine pesticides or VOCs. 
SVOCs were detected but all concentrations were below the LORP. 
 
Six groundwater samples were collected from four nearby drinking water wells and two irrigation wells. Groundwater 
samples were analyzed for 1,2-Dibromoethane and 1,2-Dibromo-3-Chloropropane (DBCP) by EPA SW-846 Method 
8011, pesticides by EPA SW-846 Method 8081B, VOCs by EPA SW-846 Method 8260C and SVOCs by EPA SW-846 
Method 8270D. There were no detections of DBCP, organochlorine pesticides, or VOCs except for a detection of 
chloroform in one well. SVOCs were detected but all concentrations were below the LORP. 
 
Surface water samples were not collected during this even due to the playa lake being dry, which represents a 
deviation from the August 2015 Field Sampling Plan. However, sediment samples were obtained from the dry playa 
lake. 
 
Independent data review was conducted and indicated no significant quality control anomalies, no rejected data, and 
no corrective actions taken or recommended for future analyses. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the results of the SSDAP Eligibility Sampling which included laboratory analysis of groundwater from 
nearby properties, SSDAP has determined that there are no significant impacts to groundwater targets in the critical 
pathways of HRS evaluation that would generate a qualifying HRS site score and does not warrant further action or 
assessment. A SSDAP eligibility determination of NFA is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

A & L Spraying 3468 
Hereford, Deaf Smith County 

NFA 
09/22/2010 

 
 



 

 
The A & L Spraying site is located in Hereford, TX on the east side of an unnamed dirt road, 
approximately 3.5 miles north of FM 1412 and 8 miles east of the intersection of FM 1412 and Highway 385. Mr. 
Ricky Lloyd owned and operated this small herbicide and fertilizer ground application business from 1979 – 1985 out 
of the Lloyd family farm. 
  
Mr. Lloyd purchased chemicals as needed and did not store anything but application equipment on site. The 
chemicals were loaded into the application equipment at the field being sprayed. Empty containers were triple rinsed 
and the rinsates were added to the mixture of chemicals that were applied to the field. All empty containers were 
taken to the Hereford city dump for disposal. No chemicals or empty containers were stored on site. There is no 
record of any spills, leaks or accidents on site. 
  
A preliminary assessment was conducted by Engineering – Science, Inc. on November 6, 1985. On site was a mobile 
home, residence and well house. No empty containers, soil stains, chemical odors, or evidence of contamination due 
to runoff was observed during the site investigation. The ground surrounding the site was vegetated with the 
exception of dirt roads used as driveways. There are four wells within a two mile radius of the site, both irrigation and 
domestic use. There are two homes within 1.25 miles south of the site on the east side of the unnamed dirt road. This 
EPA site referral was part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and not the result of suspected or 
docummented uncontrolled releases or compliance issues at the site. The file review was conducted on August 31, 
2010 and based on the available information, a site recommendation of no further action in the State Superfund 
Program is made. 
 

 
 

Alexander Farm Service 3470 
Kyle, Hays County 

NFA 
11/06/2015 

 
Site Setting 
Alexander Farm Service (the “site”) was located at 103 E. Center Street in Kyle, Hays County, Texas (latitude: 
29.988828° N, longitude: 97.874356° W). The site was comprised of 2 acres that included an office, storage building, 
shed, and fertilizer storage building. An empty field borders the north side of the property; railroad tracks border the 
west side; South Old Highway 81 borders the east side; and East Center Street borders the south. There are no 
schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet of the site. An Advance Auto Parts store was built on the site in 
2014, and does not appear to be secured by a fence, according to Google Earth images. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 12, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may be unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard of 
contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. At the time of the inspection, Bobby Alexander did have a 
TDA Certified Applicator License (#2998). 
 
On May 23, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessments (PA/SI) for the site 
was conducted by David Hill with Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA with the owner, Mr. Bobby Alexander. 
 

 
 



 

The 2-acre site consists predominately of dirt and gravel with a concrete parking area in front of the office. No empty 
containers were observed at the site. No chemical odors, soil stains, disposal pits, or other signs of environmental 
distress were observed at the time of the site observation. 
 
Alexander Farm Service was in business for 25 years, 19 years at the present location. Prior to the present location, 
the business was involved only in dry fertilizer and was operated from Mr. Alexander’s farm, one mile south of Kyle. 
No herbicide or insecticide application was ever conducted from Mr. Alexander’s farm. 
 
The present business consists of applying dry and liquid fertilizer, herbicides, and insecticides. Anhydrous ammonia 
use is also a part of the business. The herbicides and insecticides applied by Alexander Farm Service per year are as 
follows: 
 
2,4-D or Grazon P+D 1,500 gal/year 5-gallon metal cans 
Atrazine 200 gal/year 2.5-gallong plastic 
Lasso <50 gal/year 2.5-gallong plastic 
 
Pesticides which were used in the past include methyl parathion, bidrin, toxaphene, malathion, and sevin. According 
to Mr. Alexander, herbicides are generally added to the fertilizer for application together. The empty pesticide 
containers are rinsed three times, and the rinsate is recycled by adding it to the load to be sprayed. The empty metal 
cans are disposed of at the Lockhart County landfill. The plastic containers are reportedly burned at Mr. Alexander’s 
farm. Mr. Alexander stated that empty containers generated by the business have never been buried, and rinsing the 
applicator equipment is not necessary because of the constant use of fertilizer in it. 
 
No spills or accidents are reported to have occurred relating to the use of pesticides. The TDA has never inspected 
the operation. Because of the apparent lack of evidence of environmental distress at the site, no further action is 
recommended for Alexander Farm Service under the Texas Water Commission’s PA/SI program. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 30, 2015, the Hays County Appraisal District was researched, and the property is currently owned by 
Advanced Auto Parts. 
On October 30, 2015, Mr. Steve Clamons, GIS Analyst with the City of Kyle’s Planning Department, was contacted at 
(512) 262-3942. Mr. Clamons indicated that the site was cleared in 2012 and an Advanced Auto Parts store was built 
in 2014. 
On October 30, 2015, Mr. Bobby Joe Alexander was researched online and an obituary was located indicating he 
passed away April 2006. No contact information could be found for Mr. Alexander’s wife, Mary Jane, for further 
information. 
On October 30, 2015, Ms. Keanan Halla, Director of Technology and Database Management with KW Net Lease 
Advisors, was contacted. This business serves as the real estate agent for the developer who purchased the property 
that Advanced Auto Parts is currently leasing from. Ms. Halla did state that a Phase I was completed on the property 
prior to Advanced Auto Parts being built. 
On October 29, 2015, TCEQ’s Central Registry was researched for Alexander Farm Service and Bobby Alexander, 
and no information was available. 
On October 29, 2015, Alexander Farm Service was researched in the Texas Secretary of the State’s (SOS) database, 
and this business has been inactive since 1991 (filing number 41287300). 
On October 29, 2015, Alexander Farm Service and Bobby Alexander were researched in TDA’s Pesticide Applicator 
License database, and there are no current pesticide applicator’s license listed. 
A review of the Central Registry Database revealed that the subject site underwent corrective action in the Voluntary 
Cleanup Program under the regulated enity name of S&S Fertilizer (VCP ID #2157) from April 1, 2005 through 
December 18, 2013 to address releases of arsenic, lead, heptachlor and heptachlor epoxide to onsite soils. The 
response action was completed with delineation to residential concentrations to ensure no offsite contamination. 

 
 



 

 
Conclusion 
As the site has completed corrective action under the VCP, a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further Action is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

All Spray Inc 3471 
Odessa, Ector County 

NFA 
02/22/2017 

 
Site Setting 
The EPA’s Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) listed the address of All 
Spray Inc. as 4005 FM 1936, Odessa, Ector County, Texas 79762. The site is currently located in the middle of a 
large manufacturing yard that is operated by Hi-Tech Production Systems Inc., which manufactures storage tanks, 
gas compression skids, gas production units, sand separators, and other oilfield equipment. There are several 
buildings located on the facility and the rest of the yard is graveled. There are no schools or daycare facilities located 
within 200 feet of the site. The site is secured by fencing and a gate. The site is presently inactive for the pesticide 
application process for which it was referred. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the EPA identified the site as a possible location of a pesticide applicator where hazardous 
waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. 
On May 4, 1986 a PA of the site was conducted by David Hill of Engineering-Science, Inc. Mr. Hill identified the site 
as a former ground applicator of herbicides. Mr. Hill made a site visit and reported no potential hazards and no 
documented or suspected misuse or release of hazardous substance at the site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On February 15, 2017, the All Spray Inc. site was researched by the TCEQ and a summary of the findings follows: 
• Google Earth was utilized to examine the site and surroundings. 
• The TCEQ’s Central Registry was researched for All Spray Inc. and/or Elmer Miller and there were no records found 
for these entities in this database; 
• The Texas Department of Agriculture’s current list of pesticide applicators was researched for All Spray Inc. and/or 
Elmer Miller and no record was found. 
 
Conclusion 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. Notably, 
presently inactive for the pesticide application process for which it was referred. As there has been no documented 
mismanagement or release of hazardous substances at the site, a No Further Action (NFA) eligibility determination is 
concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Allen, Tjomas J Jr 3472 
Round Rock, Williamson County 

NFA 
05/28/2014 

 
Site Setting 

 
 



 

Thomas J Allen Jr. (site) is listed as 502 Sara Drive, Round Rock, TX 78664, but it is unknown if pesticides were ever 
stored, mixed, or disposed of at this site (latitude: 30.525167° N, longitude: 97.677692° W). The site is currently 
located in an area that is residential. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 8, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. 
 
On November 25, 1985, an EPA Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) of 
the site was conducted under the Texas Water Commission PA program by Carlene Schwab of Glass Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. for the EPA. 
 
During the PA, Ms. Schwab made numerous attempts to contact Mr. Allen but was unable to reach him. Ms. Schwab 
conducted a windshield survey of the site on November 25, 1985. Ms. Schwab observed no evidence of pesticide 
storage, handling, or waste disposal activities at the site, which was no longer the residence of Mr. Allen at the time of 
the survey, but that without an interview with Mr. Allen, the details of pesticide use and disposal were unknown. 
 
The report states that no visual evidence of misuse or improper disposal of pesticide-related wastes was observed. 
Ms. Schwab concludes her report with a recommendation for no further action because no pesticide spillage, 
container storage, or on-site disposal was found. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On May 20, 2014, the Secretary of State’s database for business organizations was researched, and no records were 
located for Mr. Thomas J. Allen Jr. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the Williamson Central Appraisal District database was researched, and it was discovered that the 
site is currently owned by Mr. Johnny Robinson. Mr. Thomas J. Allen Jr. sold this property on 7/1/1985. No properties 
in the county are currently owned by Mr. Thomas J. Allen Jr. 
 
On May 20, 2014, Google Earth was used to research the site, and based on the most recent images; the site 
remains a residence. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the TCEQ Central Registry was queried, and no records were found relating to Mr. Thomas Allen 
or the site location. 
 
On May 20, 2014, the TDA’s pesticide applicator’s license database was researched, and no current pesticide 
applicators license is associated with Mr. Thomas J Allen Jr. or this site. 
 
Conclusion 
As there are neither documented releases nor use or mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site, and the 
site is currently inactive for pesticide use, and the site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of 
pesticide applicators to the state by EPA, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based 
on the information available at this time (May 20, 2014). 
 

 
 

Allied Ag Services 3474 

 
 



 

Stonewall, Gillespie County 
Active 

08/21/2017 
 

Allied Agricultural Services has operated for over 40 years in Stonewall, Texas. It was previously known as Hill 
Country Fertilizer, and is owned by Mr. Jimmy Duecker. The company specializes in liquid fertilizer and herbicide 
applications as well as selling feed and seeds. 
The Texas Department of Agriculture does not currently have any person or entity in Stonewall, Texas registered in 
their applicator license database online. 
A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification investigation was performed at the Allied Ag Services business in 
October 1989 by a contractor for the Texas Water Commission PA/SI program. The investigation involved a site visit, 
visual inspection, and an interview with the now-former business owner. At that time, the primary activity of the 
business was fertilizer application and springtime pesticide application, with an estimated 15,000 acres treated 
annually with fertilizer and pesticides, of which 6,000 acres were treated annually with only pesticides. The main 
pesticides that were used were hormone herbicides such as 2,4-D, Grazon P+D, and Esteron 99. Atrazine, 
Dimethoate, Sevin, and small quantities of others were also used. No stains, odors, or other evidence indicative of 
improper management of pesticides or wastes were observed, so no further action was recommended. 
A search on the TCEQ’s Public Drinking Water Section’s database for the public water supply of Stonewall found no 
occurrences of pesticides in the groundwater. There are also several domestic wells within a mile of the site. The 
nearest domestic well to the site is approximately a quarter mile northwest of the site. 
A review of the TCEQ Registry indicates that Allied Ag Services is registered as an active facility identified as 
RN101789089. Currently, the company sells livestock feed, seeds, fertilizers, and chemicals for commercial 
agriculture range and pasture, fruit, nut and vegetable growing, field crops, and home and garden use. They also 
specialize in liquid fertilizer and herbicide application. Given that this is still an active facility, the site is ineligible for 
the Superfund Program. No further action is recommended at this time. 
 

 
 

American Agri-Services; Rio Ag Products 3476 
Elsa, Hidalgo County 

NFA 
07/07/2017 

 
Site Setting 
American Ag Services (the site) is located on two acres on 514 W. 4th Ave in Elsa, Hidalgo County, TX (latitude: 
26.296350° N, longitude: 98.000000 ° W). There was a lot across the street which was used to store ammonia 
sprayers and other equipment. The ground at the site was flat and consists mainly of packed dirt and gravel. Don 
Barry was the owner/operator of the site at the time of the Preliminary Assessment (PA). 
 
Site History 
On May 26, 1981, an Industrial Solid Waste Disposal Compliance Monitoring Inspection IOM was conducted by the 
Texas Department of Water Resources. The IOM stated that American Agri-Services deal in packed fertilizer, 
pesticides, and bulk sulfuric acid. Storm runoff left the northwest side of the property via a small bar ditch eventually 
emptying into a large drain ditch some 100 yards to the west. Landowners were concerned about hazardous 
materials washing off of the plant site as the result of recent heavy rains. However, the inspection determined that 
runoff did leave the plant site, but no evidence of contaminants was noted (no odors, oil stains, or residues). No 
samples were collected because the bar ditch was dry. Although the community was desirous of identifying and 
eliminating any real problems areas, no significant problem areas were identified during the inspection. Samples were 
taken and were to be analyzed for pesticides. The circumstances do not appear to require SW registration of solid 
waste permit per the inspection by the RCRA program. 

 
 



 

 
This site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by the EPA. 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as the location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated stored or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on February 12, 1985 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the sites. 
 
On February 3, 1986, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification, Preliminary Assessment (PA), and TWC PA of 
the site was conducted by David F. Hill of Engineering-Science, Inc. A phone interview with Dennis Dube, a former 
licensed applicator for American Agri-Services, was conducted on December 12, 1985, beginning at 2:15 PM. A 
phone interview with Joe Metz, a current (at the time of the PA) board director of Rio Ag products, was conducted on 
December 19, 1985 beginning at 9:50 AM. A site observation was made on December 18, 1985, at 4:15 PM. 
 
American Agri-Services was in business until 1894, which is when the company merged with Metz and Kappler. Joe 
Metz mentioned that all chemicals used in the custom application part of the company were stocked and loaded into 
the applicator equipment at the location to be treated. The containers were triple rinsed and the rinsate was added to 
the load to be sprayed. The applicator equipment was also rinsed in the field. The site never had a disposal pit on site 
and had never been inspected by the TDA, but it had been inspected by the Texas Water Quality Board in 1983. 
Because of the apparent lack of evidence of potential environmental contamination at this site, and because of 
statements that rinsates from pesticide containers or application equipment were not disposed of on site, no further 
action (NFA) is recommended for American Agri-Services under the TWC PA/SI program. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On January 14, 2011, a Verification Form (VF) for State Superfund Eligibility Determination was prepared by Anna 
Lund and approved by Melissa Cordell on the same day. The VF determined that there were no records in the 
Hidalgo CAD for this site’s address as of October 12, 2010 Google Earth indicate that this address was located in the 
middle of a street in a residential area. Records from the Texas Secretary of the State (SOS) showed the original filing 
date for American Agro- Services, Inc. was on October 27, 1972 and became inactive January 20, 1987. Rio-Ag 
products name was filed on March 19, 1985 and taxes were last on January 18, 1988 according to the Texas SOS 
database. There are no domestic wells used within a one mile radius of this site’s address, according to data obtained 
from the Texas Water Development Board on September 28, 2010. Since there were no records in the Hidalgo CAD 
for this site’s address, and Google Earth indicates that this site is located in the middle of a residential area, as of 
January 14, 2011, a site visit (SV) was recommended under the State Superfund Program. 
 
On June 9, 2017 the address 323 W. 4th, Elsa TX, 78543 was researched on Google Maps and Google Earth. When 
this address was typed into the search query, the results yielded the same address what was researched in the 
original verification form. However, this address is technically in between two other addresses (306 W. 4th and 406 W. 
4th) and is not a distinct address of its own. Google Maps also determines this address to be in Edcouch, Texas, 
which is incorrect because Edcouch is the city that is to the east of Elsa. The original PA/SI shows a zip code of 
78543, and the location in Google Maps has a zip code of 78538. A site with a vacant lot was discovered in Elsa with 
the address 322 E. 4th St. in 78743 (although Google Maps shows that it is located in Welasco. Texas- this is 
incorrect because Welasco is located approx. 5 miles south of Elsa) - a screenshot of this map is attached. This 
shows that the Google database is outdated and unreliable in this part of Texas. 
 
On June 9, 2017, personal communication with a TCEQ staff member who had previously visited the site: The exact 
location of the site was determined. This site is located an abandoned lot on the north side of W 4th Ave, in between 
Hidalgo St and Austin St. The updated map and the street view are attached. However, the street view is from June 
2011, so it might have changed over the last 6 years. The updated coordinates for this location are latitude: 
26.296350° N, longitude: 98.000000 ° W. The updated address is 514 W. 4th Ave, Elsa, TX 78543 (on Google Maps). 

 
 



 

 
On June 12, 2017, the EPA Enviromapper Database was searched for Elsa, TX. There were 5 total results for the 
City of Elsa, TX. 4 of those are Hazardous Waste sites that have NPDES permits and one is the Elsa Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. All of these points are well within 2 miles from the site. The Donna Canal Superfund site is located 
approximately 12 miles southwest of the site. None of these results appear to be connected to the pesticide 
application at the site. 
 
On June 12, 2017 the Water Development Board Well Viewer was researched. Two wells are located within 400 ft 
from the site. The closest one is an unused 270 ft well that was drilled in 1957. The other one is a plugged or 
destroyed well that was also drilled 1957. Sample results are from 1957 and show no red flags. Although these 
samples are outdated, these wells are not currently in use. 
 
On June 12, 2017, the Hidalgo CAD was researched for the updated address (514 W. 4th Ave, Elsa), and it was 
determined that this address is not registered. 
 
On June 12, 2017, the Texas Drinking Water Watch database was researched for the City of Elsa water supply. There 
were many contaminants in the drinking water, including concerning levels for lead (see attached article). However, 
this is not a water quality problem that would be related to pesticide use. 
 
Conclusion 
As of June 12, 2017, although an active business could not be discerned from the company’s web page and their 
active permits found on the TCEQ’s Central Registry, there was/is no evidence of the misuse of pesticides at the site. 
Therefore, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at 
this time. 
 

 
 

Anderson Agrichem 3477 
Eagle Lake, Colorado County 

NFA 
04/15/2011 

 
Site Setting 
The site is located in a rural area along FM 1093, approximately 7.6 miles east of Eagle Lake, Texas. To the south of 
the site is a residential property. To the north is a commercial business (Prairie Rice Inc.). To the east and west of the 
site are agricultural fields. 
 
The nearest surface water is Eagle Lake which is 7.5 miles west of the Site. The nearest groundwater well is located 
0.24 miles north of the Site, which is used for irrigation. 
 
Site History 
In 1986, Margaret Hulsey of the Engineering-Science, Inc. conducted a Preliminary Assessment for the EPA 
regarding the site. On March 7, 1986, Ms. Hulsey interviewed Dexter Anderson, the owner of Anderson Agrichem, 
and on March 25, 1986, conducted a site visit. She reported the following: Anderson Agrichem was established in 
1963. The major activity of the Anderson Agrichem was selling fertilizer and related chemicals (i.e. pesticides). Mr. 
Anderson noted that the fertilizer and packaged pesticides were delivered to the treatment site and empty unrinsed 
pesticide containers were retained by the farmers. Ms. Hulsey noted that there was no visual evidence of misused 
pesticides or pesticide-related wastes at the site. Therefore, no further action was required under the TWC PA/SI 
program. 
 

 
 



 

 
Verification Activities 
On April 14, 2011, the TCEQ performed the following verification activities: 
 
• The Site is not listed on the National Priorities List (NPL) or the TCEQ State Superfund Registry. 
• Anderson Agrichem or Dexter Anderson was not listed in the Commercial Applicator list under the Texas 
Department of Agriculture List of Pesticide Applicators. 
• Anderson Agrichem and Dexter Anderson are not listed in the Colorado Chamber of Commerce. 
• A search of the TCEQ Central Registry, TCEQ Chief Clerk’s Database, TCEQ Enforcement Database, and TCEQ 
Texas Superfund Registry indicated that the Site is not currently undergoing any enforcement actions by the TCEQ. 
• Review of a recent aerial photograph indicates that conditions have not changed at or around the facility since the 
EPA preliminary assessment in 1986. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the verification activities, there is no evidence of on-site misuse of pesticides or related wastes and no 
further action is recommended under the TCEQ Superfund PA/SI Program. 
 

 
 

Bill Anderson 3478 
De Leon, Comanche County 

NFA 
07/22/2010 

 
At the time of Mr. Putnicki's preliminary site assessment visit (02/1986) for the Texas Water Commission, Mr. Bill 
Anderson had not been operating out of the DeLeon Airport for approximately 11 years. There was no evidence of a 
release of hazardous substances. Currently the site and the airport are not active. The associated hazardous 
substances that Mr. Anderson was believed to be using were paint pigments, oily waste, solvents, acids, flyash, 
laboratory pharmaceuticals and other chemicals associated with aerial pesticide applicators. According to Mr. 
Putnicki's report there were six water wells within 0.5 - 1 mile. Currently there is only one domestic drinking water well 
within one mile. 
 
At the end of Mr. Putnicki's report to the EPA, he concluded that "a site inspection is not warranted." This EPA site 
referral was part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and not the result of suspected or documented 
uncontrolled releases or compliance issues at the site. Based on the file review as of July 9, 2010, the designation for 
this site is no further action at this time for the State Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Ronald B Andre 3479 
Lockhart, Caldwell 

NFA 
11/28/2011 

 
This EPA site referral was part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and not the result of suspected 
or documented uncontrolled releases or compliance issues at the site. 
 
A Preliminary Assessment was conducted under the TWC PA/SI program on February 14, 1986. Ronald B. Andre 
was licensed for indoor and outdoor treatment with pesticides. The applicator operated out of a residence in a rural 
area surrounded by pasture land. He kept small quantities of pesticides stored in a truck with a camper cover or in a 

 
 



 

locked tool box. A 100 to 150 gallon plastic tank was present at the property at the time of the Preliminary 
Assessment site visit.. This tank was covered, above ground tank and located at the residence. The pesticides were 
mixed at the treatment site and normally the mixture was completely sprayed out on the site being treated. Left over 
chemicals were stored in the 100 to 150 gallon tank to be used on the next job. 
 
Mr. Andre began operation about 1977. Some activities included indoor pest control, termite treatment, outdoor flea 
control, and pecan tree treatment. Chemicals used include Termide (Chlordane), Diazinon AG 500, B & G Rodent 
Cake, Ban Bug (Vapona/Baygon), Killmaster II, Knox Out 2FM (Diazinon Capsule), Zolone, Precor SE (Methoprene), 
Safrotin (Propetamphos) . In addition to the use of pesticides, other compounds such as zinc were used for 
treatment. Empty containers were triple rinsed and the rinsate was placed in the 100 to 150 gallon plastic tank to be 
used to a subsequent treatment. The empty containers were disposed at the Lockhart landfill. 
 
There are no wells within 1 mile of the site based upon a search of the Texas Water Development Board Driller 
Reports. 
 
Ronald B. Andre, the business, does not seem to exist as of September 20, 2010. 
 
The address of the site appears to be 3133 Dry Creek Road, Lockhart, TX. This address was found via location 
searching with the United States Postal Service and address mapping software. Location is not certain. 
 
Based on the file review as of June 21, 2011, the designation for this site is no further action at this time for the State 
Superfund program. 
 

 
 

Annual Weed Control Inc 3480 
Pearland, Brazoria County 

NFA 
04/15/2011 

 
Setting: 
The Annual Weed Control, Inc. site (Site) is located at 2533 South Grand Blvd., Pearland, Brazoria County, Texas, 
77581. The Site is inactive. The Site is a residential home located next to other homes to the north, south, and east. 
To the west of the Site, there is a commercial business, a restaurant. The nearest daycare center is located 0.2-mile 
northeast of the Site. The nearest school is located 0.3-mile northeast of the Site. 
 
 
History of the Site: 
An EPA site assessment was conducted on April 11, 1986 and reported the following: The Site had operated for one 
and a half years. The Site was a former residence that had been converted into an office building. Two pesticide 
application trucks were parked at the Site. The Site appeared normally vegetated and well maintained. No disposal of 
pesticide-related wastes was observed at that time of the assessment. Richard Peterson is the owner of the Site and 
their major activities were weed control at business establishments, oil fields, lawns, and golf courses. He estimated 
approximately 200 acres were treated with pesticide in the past year. The pesticides are purchased as required and 
have not been stored on-site except for temporary storage in the trucks. The pesticides are mixed at the job site and 
the mixture is sprayed completely and not stored on the truck. The pesticides containers are disposed at job sites. 
 
Verification: 

 
 



 

On April 14, 2011, Lam Tran and Olga Salinas of TCEQ conducted a site visit to verify the Site. At the Site, they 
observed no signs of distressed vegetation or any other signs of hazardous substances. Currently, it is a residential 
home. 
 
According to Brazoria County Appraisal District database, Kevin Bristow and Craig Bristow are the new registered 
owners of the Site. 
 
According to the Texas Department of Agriculture pesticide applicator list, Richard Peterson is not registered as an 
applicator. 
 
Conclusion: 
The Site is determined to be a No Further Action as there is no documented misuse or release of hazardous 
substances at the Site. Based on the TCEQ review of the available information on April 14, 2011, the current 
determination for the Site is that it is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

Mitchell Autry 3482 
Muleshoe, Bailey 

NFA 
05/13/2016 

 
Site Setting 
Mitchell Autry (the “site”) is located at 1021 West 3rd Street, in Muleshoe, Bailey County, Texas (latitude: 34.219049° 
N, longitude: 102.733248° W). The site is comprised of less than one acre with a house and a small shed onsite, and 
was the address Mr. Autry listed for his business, Triple M Flying Service. West 3rd Street borders the northeast side 
of the property, and West Avenue K borders the south side of the property. The site is located in a residential 
neighborhood with an agricultural field to the south. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet 
of the site. Watson Junior High School is located 800 feet to the north of the site. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on October 26, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may have been unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard 
of contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. No other information is included in the site file and no 
EPA ID number is listed. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
No records of Triple M Flying Service, the owner Mr. Mitchell Autry, or the site address were located in the TCEQ 
Central Registry. 
The Texas Secretary of State’s Business Organizations database was researched, and one entry was found for Mr. 
Mitchell Autry. He was the owner of Triple M Flying Service, Inc. filed as a domestic for-profit corporation on 
September 21, 1982, and forfeited existence January 21, 1985. 
The Bailey Central Appraisal District website was searched, and Mr. Autry does not own any property in Bailey 
County. A search of the CAD database did not return any information on the deed history or current owner of 1021 
West 3rd Street. 
A search of the White Pages for Mr. Autry revealed he currently resides in Millersview, Texas. Calls were made to the 
phone number listed, but were not answered. 

 
 



 

Google Earth images of the site show it is a residence with a shed in the backyard. A wooden fence surrounds the 
property. 
Texas Water Development Board’s Groundwater Data Viewer was searched, and there are no water wells within ¼ 
mile of the site. There is one inactive water well within ½ mile of the site, and nine water wells within a mile of the site. 
Of these, three are public supply wells, while the remainder are irrigation wells. 
 
Conclusion 
As of March 21, 2016, there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. 
The site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by the EPA. 
An eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Ag Flite Inc 3486 
El Campo, Wharton 

NS 
11/16/2009 

 
SITE SETTING – The Site is located in a rural area south of El Campo on the east side of Highway 71, approximately 
five miles south of its junction with Highway 59 in El Campo, Texas. The Site is an agricultural field and it surrounded 
by agricultural fields. The nearest school to the Site is First School and Daycare which is 5.7 miles north of the Site. 
The nearest surface water is Twin Basin which is 3.52 miles northeast of the Site. The Roach Reservoir is 3.91 miles 
northeast of the Site’s location. The nearest park is the City Park of El Campo which is 5.65 miles north of the Site. 
The nearest groundwater well is located 0.31 mile northwest of the Site. 
 
SITE HISTORY - In 1986, Ms. Margaret Hulsey of the Engineering-Science, Inc. conducted a Preliminary 
Assessment for the EPA regarding the Site. Ms. Hulsey had an interview with Mr. Dick Ellis, co-owner and aerial 
applicator of AG Flite Inc., on March 4, 1986. AG Flite Inc. was in operation from 1974 until 1981. Aerial applications 
with pesticides were performed from 1974 to 1978. From 1978 to 1981, the major activity performed by AG Flite was 
land surveying and aerial pesticide application was not performed. Organo phosphates, cotton defoliants and 
Propanil were the major pesticides used by the corporation. The pesticides were pumped to the plane’s tank at 
various airstrips in the area and the mixture was sprayed on the treated field sites. The interior of the plane’s tank was 
rinsed with water and the rinsates were sprayed on the fields where treatment was required. The containers were 
rinsed with water and the rinsates was added to the treatment mixture. After the containers were rinsed, the 
containers were disposed at a local landfill. 
 
The PA noted that another airstrip location near El Camp was used by the AG Flite Inc and the company had a plane 
crash and spilled some pesticide material at another location. 
 
At the time of the investigation, Ms. Hulsey noted that there was no visual evidence of misused pesticides or empty 
containers which would indicate related waste. Therefore, no further action was required under the PA/SI program. 
 
TCEQ VERIFICATION - On October 28, 2009, the TCEQ performed the following verification activities: 
 
An address and phone number was found in the White Pages for Dick Ellis. Dick Ellis owns the property at 601 
Avenue I, El Campo, Wharton County, Texas. Attempts to reach Dick Ellis on the phone were unsuccessful. There 
was no Dick Ellis or AG Flite Inc business listing found in the yellow pages or in the City of El Campo Chamber of 
Commerce website. A search of the Texas Department of Agriculture List of Pesticide Applicators did not find a listing 
of Dick Ellis. A search of the TCEQ Central Registry, TCEQ Chief Clerk’s Database, TCEQ Enforcement Database, 

 
 



 

and TCEQ Texas Superfund Registry indicated that the Site is not currently undergoing any enforcement actions by 
the TCEQ. 
 
CONCLUSION - After conducting a verification review on October 28, 2009, the TCEQ determined that the Site 
located on the east side of Highway 71 approximately five miles south of its junction with Highway 59 in El Campo, 
Texas is not undergoing TCEQ enforcement activities and is no longer being used by a herbicide and/or pesticide 
applicator business. The Site was formerly used as an airstrip for an aerial applicator and there is no documentation 
of any spills or releases of hazardous substances at the Site. Therefore, the TCEQ has determined that the Site is a 
Non-Site and the Site is not eligible for the State Superfund Program. 
 

 
 

AG Chem Farm Service 3488 
Friona, Parmer County 

NFA 
11/04/2015 

 
Site Setting 
Ag Chem Farm Service (the “site”) was located AT 421 Euclid Avenue in Friona, Parmer County, Texas (latitude: 
34.634833° N, longitude: 102.720222° W). The site was comprised of less than one acre with a storage house onsite. 
State Highway 214 borders the north side of the property; Cleveland Avenue borders the west side; Euclid Avenue 
borders the east side; and 4th Street borders the south. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred 
feet of the site. The site looks like it is currently being used for agricultural purposes with two grain bins and two metal 
buildings, and does not appear to be secured by a fence, according to Google Earth images. 
 
Site History 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. On 
October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide applicator 
where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification form 
prepared by the EPA on December 10, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, which may be 
unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard of contaminated soil, 
runoff, and surface water from the site. At the time of the inspection, the site did have a TDA Certified Applicator 
License (#665). 
 
On November 30, 1985, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessments (PA/SI) for the 
site was conducted by David Hill with Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. A telephone interview with Mr. Leroy 
Lundy, the owner, was conducted on October 31, 1985 and a site observation of the former fertilizer plant was 
conducted on November 7, 1985. 
 
Mr. Lundy operated Ag Chem Services, a business involved in the ground application of herbicides, for 15 years 
before he sold the business in 1982 to J.G. Baker, who used it as a seed cleaning plant. Mr. Lundy reportedly 
purchased chemicals as they were needed and did not stock herbicides for his business. The herbicides were loaded 
into the sprayer equipment at the field being treated. According to Mr. Lundy, the containers were then rinsed three 
times and the rinsate was added back to the sprayer load. The empty containers were then taken to the landfill in 
Friona for disposal. Mr. Lundy reported that rinsing the sprayer equipment was not necessary. 
 
The site is on flat ground consisting of dirt and gravel. Vegetation is normal at the site and there were no empty 
pesticide containers visible. There were no chemical stains or other evidence of environmental distress. Therefore, no 
further action is recommended for Ag Chem Service under the Texas Water Commission’s PA/SI program. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 29, 2015, the Parmer County Appraisal District was researched, and the property is owned by J.G. Baker 
since 1988. 
On October 29, 2015, Ms. Donna Baker, Mr. J.G. Baker’s daughter, was contacted at (806) 250-3435. She indicated 
that both of her parents have passed away, and the property is still being used as a seed cleaning facility that is ran 
by her brother Mr. John Baker. Mr. Baker could not be reached to obtain further information on the property. 
On October 29, 2015, TCEQ’s Central Registry was researched for Ag-Chem Farm Services of Friona, Ag-Chem 
Farm Services, Dale Westbrook, Leroy Lundy, and J.G. Baker, and no information was available. 
On October 29, 2015, Ag-Chem Farm Services of Friona, Inc. was researched in the Texas Secretary of the State’s 
(SOS) database, and this business has been inactive since 2000 (filing number 33478500). 
On October 29, 2015, Ag-Chem Farm Services of Friona, Ag-Chem Farm Services, Dale Westbrook, Leroy Lundy, 
and J.G. Baker were researched in TDA’s Pesticide Applicator License database, and there are no pesticide 
applicator’s license for any of them. However, John S. Baker, Mr. Baker’s son who is managing the seed cleaning 
facility, does have a private applicator’s license (#0479285). 
 
Conclusion 
Upon a review of the file and the aforementioned site research, as there are no releases or mismanagement of 
hazardous substances documented or suspected at this site, and the site is inactive for the process for which it was 
referred (pesticide application), a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further Action is concluded based on the 
information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Aerospatial Helicopter 3489 
Grand Prairie, Dallas County 

NFA 
02/22/2017 

 
Site Setting 
The EPA’s Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) listed the address of the 
referred entity, Aerospatial Helicopter, as 2701 Forum Drive, Grand Prairie, Dallas County, Texas 75053. The facility 
is now a regulated entity under the name Aerospatiale General Aviation (RN102986106). The site is a 50-acre 
property that employs approximately 900 employees and includes an airport, at least two aircraft hangers, one 
administration building, one training school, two warehouses, one maintenance building, and one fire and rescue 
building. The site is secured by security personnel, fencing and gates. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the EPA identified the site as a possible location of a pesticide applicator where hazardous 
waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. 
 
On December 3, 1986 a PA of the site was conducted by Martin C. Chartier of GSW & Associates, Inc. The facility 
formerly employed a pesticide applicator and applied pesticides on-site to control insects but stopped doing this in 
1984. Mr. Chartier made a site visit and reported no potential hazards and no documented or suspected misuse or 
release of hazardous substances at the site. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On February 15, 2017, the Aerospatial Helicopter site was researched by the TCEQ and a summary of the findings 
follows: 

 
 



 

 
• Google Earth was utilized to examine the site and surroundings. The facility is now operated as American 
Eurocopter. 
 
• The TCEQ Central Registry was researched and the facility reportedly owned by Airbus Helicopters and has an 
Industrial and Hazardous Waste permit, Solid Waste Registration, and Pollution Prevention Planning permit (PO3657) 
with the TCEQ. The facility is listed as regulated entity under the name Aerospatiale General Aviation with 
RN102986106 and is associated with TX0000382507. 
 
• The Texas Department of Agriculture’s current list of pesticide applicators was researched for Aerospatial 
Helicopters, Aerospatiale General Aviation, and related entity names of American Eurocopters, and Airbus 
Helicopters. No record was found. 
 
Conclusion 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. 
Because there has been no documented mismanagement or release of hazardous substances at the site, a No 
Further Action (NFA) eligibility determination is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Aero Sprayer 3490 
Hamlin, Jones County 

NS 
08/12/2013 

 
When EPA did an initial assessment in 1985, the address for Aero Sprayer could not be found. Also, the Operator's 
name - Gregory R. Lievan was not found in the Hamlin, TX directory. Based on current Google research data and 
online White Pages searches, the only record of Gregory R Leivan in Hamlin, TX is a Registration Certificate for a 
glider airplane ( see Attachment A). The address on the certificate is 1007 NW 3rd, Hamlin, TX. Based on Jones CAD 
research, the address belongs to Joe A Sepeda (see Attachment B) and is a home residence in a neighborhood. Due 
to the current and past unavailability of an address for the owner/operator or Aero Sprayer, there is no specific site to 
review. Being that there is no documented release nor mismanagement of hazardous substances and as this referral 
was only part of the mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators, an eligibility determination of Non-Site (NS) is 
made based on the info currently available. 

 
 

 
Aerial Aid 3491 

Anton, Hockley County 
NFA 

08/12/2013 
 

No information could be found for 'Aerial Aid' on the internet. Also, according to the EPA information 
provided to TCEQ in 1986, "Aerial Aid" had been out of business for 2-3 years at that time. However, the 
listed owner for 'Aerial Aid' - Weldon Swan - and his P.O. address provided at the time, does still match up 
to the current address for Weldon Swan. According to the Hockley County Appraisal District, the current 
address and former site of Aerial Aid for Weldon Swan is a residential home: 6441 Tennessee Rd, Anton, 
TX (see Attachment A). This address location in Google Earth currently shows several barns/sheds, 
boxcar, and storage buildings are also located on the site with no apparent hazardous waste sources or 

 
 



 

stressed vegetation (see Attachment B). In 1984, the EPA referred the site to the Superfund Site 
Discovery and Assessment Program (SSDAP) due to 'Aerial Aid' having a State Permit for pesticide 
application. After a visual inspection and interview with Mr. Swan in May 1986, the EPA recommended no 
further action for this site. Being that there is no documented release nor mismanagement of hazardous 
substances and as this referral was only part of the mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators, an 
eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is made based on the info currently available. 
 

 
 

Adamietz, Gerald J. 3492 
Hondo, Medina County 

NFA 
08/12/2013 

 
Site is currently in use as a private residence based on Central Appraisal District (CAD) research (see Attachment "A" 
Data Sheet) and in a residential area as seen on Google Earth (see Attachment "B"). The house was built in 1959 per 
the CAD data sheet. In 1984, the EPA referred the site to Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program 
(SSDAP) due to Mr. Gerald Adamietz having a State Permit for pesticide application (TDA Applicator # 4402). After a 
visual inspection and telephone interview with Gerald J. Adamietz in 1986, the EPA recommended no further action 
for this site. Being that there is no documented release nor mismanagement of hazardous substances and as this 
referral was only part of the mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators, an eligibility determination of No Further 
Action (NFA) is made based on the info currently available. 
 

 
 

Acuff Farm Supply 3493 
Acuff, Lubbock County 

Active 
11/04/2015 

 
Site Setting 
Acuff Farm Supply (the “site”) was located at 11523 E FM 40 in Lubbock, Lubbock County, Texas (latitude: 
33.595644° N, longitude: 101.623731° W). The site was comprised of 2-3 acres with an office, hardware store, and 
warehouse onsite. An agricultural field borders the north, east, and west sides of the property; and FM 40 borders the 
south. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet of the site. The site looks like it is currently 
active, and does not appear to be secured by a fence, according to Google Earth images. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on December 10, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may be unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard of 
contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. At the time of the inspection, Acuff Farm Supply did have a 
TDA Applicator License (#000576). 
 
On March 21, 1985, a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Preliminary Assessment (PA/SI) for the site 
was conducted by V. R. Chitiala with Engineering Science, Inc. for the EPA. Mr. Donald Richard Jones, the owner, 
was interviewed and present for the site inspection. 
 

 
 



 

Acuff Farm Supply has been in business since 1960 at its present site under the same business name. The company 
is involved in fertilizer and pesticide sales and ground application. The total area used for this business is 
approximately 2-3 acres. Pesticides used in the past and at present are Roundup, Banvel, Thimet, Paraquat, 
Atrazine, Propazine, Milogard, Karmex, Prowl, Treflan, and other chemicals. 
 
These chemicals are purchased by the business and stored on-site. The fertilizers Treflan and Prowl are purchased 
in bulk quantities and stored in different on-site storage tanks. The capacities of these storage tanks are 1,000 to 
5,000 gallons. There are six 4,000 to 5,000 gallon tanks on-site to store liquid fertilizer, and the tanks are situated on 
the west side of the warehouse. There is one 12,000 gallon and one 1,000 gallon tanks each for Treflan and Prowl, 
and the tanks are located in the warehouse. The total estimated annual use of Treflan and Prowl is 2,000 to 4,000 
gallons. The yearly sale of Thimet is 4,000 to 10,000 pounds, and 500 to 1,000 gallons of other pesticides. 
 
The mixing and loading of Treflan and Prowl with fertilizer and water is done on-site by pumping the chemicals 
directly into the ground application equipment. The mixture is mechanically agitated and sprayed on the farmland. For 
the past 4 to 5 years, there have been no empty pesticide containers generated from this business because of the 
Treflan and Prowl bulk storage on-site. 
 
In the past, the operator used 55-gallon drums of Treflan and Prowl in the spray business. These containers were 
cleaned with water three times and the rinsate was added to the mixed solution to be sprayed on the farmland. The 
cleaned, empty containers were returned to the farmers for use as trash barrels. Any excess pesticide mixtures are 
kept overnight for use the next day. The interior of the equipment is not rinsed and the exterior of the equipment is 
washed on-site with the rinsate disposed on the ground two to three times per year. 
There is no waste disposal at this facility, and no further action is recommended under the RCRA 3012 program. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 29, 2015, the Lubbock County Appraisal District was researched, and Jimmy Sanders Inc. is listed as the 
current owner of the site since 2013. The property was purchased from Acuff Farm Supply. 
On October 29, 2015, Mr. Brendan Smith was contacted at (806) 842-3261. He indicated that Mr. Donald Jones 
retired in April 2015. He also stated that to his knowledge, Mr. Jones never owned Acuff Farm Supply, but was the 
location manager. Mr. Smith said the facility was recently purchased by Pinnacle Agriculture and runs under the name 
of Jimmy Sanders Inc. They currently sell seed and fertilizers and apply pesticides. 
On October 29, 2015, TCEQ’s Central Registry was researched and Pinnacle Agriculture and Jimmy Sanders Inc. 
could not be located in association with this site. 
On October 29, 2015, Jimmy Sanders Inc. was researched in the Texas Secretary of the State’s (SOS) database, and 
this business is in existence. 
On October 29, 2015, Donald Jones and Acuff Farm Supply, Inc. were researched in TDA’s Pesticide Applicator 
License database, and there is a current commercial pesticide applicator license (#122546). Jimmy Sanders Inc. was 
also researched and Ronny Follis with the company has a commercial pesticide applicator license (#0256456). 
 
Conclusion 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. There 
are no releases or mismanagement of hazardous substances documented or suspected at this site. Furthermore, this 
site is still in existence and is active based on annual filings with the SOS, current pesticide applicator’s license, and 
information provided by Mr. Smith. Therefore, an Active eligibility determination is concluded under SSDAP based on 
the information available at this 
 

 
 

ABT Custom Care 3496 
Alamo, Hidalgo County 

 
 



 

NFA 
02/13/2012 

 
Setting 
The ABT Custom Care Site is located at 8L Sioux Road, Alamo, Texas (26° 13’N, 98° 07’ 30”W). This citrus grove 
care business was involved in the ground application of herbicides and insecticides that operated from 1965-1985 on 
110-800 acres of citrus groves. The Site consisted of a house and a garage. 
 
History 
According to the Preliminary Assessment (PA) interview, the owner, William “Bucko” Tompkins, purchased all 
chemicals as needed and reportedly loaded them into the sprayer equipment at the field being treated. The empty 
containers were rinsed three times, and the rinsate was added to the load to be sprayed. The sprayer equipment was 
kept at Mr. Tompkins’ home in Alamo, Texas. The equipment was rinsed in the field being treated and the rinsate was 
sprayed on the grove where it was needed. The chemicals of concern were: Acaraben; Cocide; Lorsban; Ethion; and 
Kelthane. 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) referred the Site to the State Superfund Program on December 10, 
1984, and the PA report was completed on December 19, 1985. The PA stated no visual evidence of misuse of 
pesticides or pesticide-related wastes were seen, stains and odors were not detected onsite, there were no accidents 
or spills relating to pesticides reported, and the operation was never inspected by the Texas Department of 
Agriculture (TDA). At the time of the PA, Mr. Tompkins did have a TDA applicator license #2424 for pesticide use. 
Because of these factors and statements that the volume of insecticide and herbicide application done was low, the 
PA report recommended that no further action be taken. 
 
TCEQ Research 
As of October 12, 2010, the Texas Secretary of State’s website does not show any current records for ABT Custom 
Care as a business entity. According to the Hidalgo County Appraisal District (CAD), Mr. William R. Tompkins, Jr. is 
the current owner of the property. Phone calls to Mr. Tompkins, Jr. at (956) 781-9762 were not answered or returned. 
According to data obtained from the Texas Water Development Board, as of September 28, 2010, there are no 
domestic wells used within a one mile radius of this Site. Online records indicate that Mr. Tompkins Senior passed 
away on Tuesday, March 9, 2010 (http://txobits.blogspot.com/2010/03/texas-obituaries-03092010.html). 
 
Conclusion 
After the TCEQ review of the available information on 2/13/12, the current determination for the site is that the site is 
not eligible for the State Superfund Program and no further action is recommended because a release or substantial 
threat of release into the environment of any pollutant or contaminant has not been observed or indicated at the site. 
 

 
 

A Action Application 3497 
Roanoke, Denton County 

NS 
10/27/2015 

 
Site Setting 
A Action Application was located at Route 3 Box 498 in Roanoke, Texas, Denton County. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form was prepared by the EPA on December 10, 1984. 

 
 



 

 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 27, 2015, A Action Application was researched in the Texas Secretary of the State’s database, and this 
business could not be located. 
On October 27, 2015, A Action Application was researched on the internet and no information was available for this 
entity. Additionally, the address listed in the original investigation, Route 3 Box 498 in Roanoke, Texas, did not have a 
corresponding physical address. 
On October 27, 2015, A Action Application was researched on the Denton County Appraisal District’s website, and no 
information was available. 
On October 27, 2015, A Action Application was researched in TCEQ’s Central Registry database, and no information 
was available for this entity. 
On October 27, 2015, A Action Application was researched in TDA’s Pesticide Applicator License database, and no 
information was available for this entity. 
 
Conclusion 
This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. As the 
physical address referred could not be discerned from the site file nor from the databases discussed above, a SSDAP 
eligibility determination of Non-site is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

A & A Fertilizer 3501 
Karnes,  Karnes County 

OTH 
11/24/2015 

 
Site Setting 
A & A Fertilizer (the “site”) was located at 500 E. Wall in Karnes City, Karnes County, Texas (latitude: 28.958333° N, 
longitude: 97.90° W). The site was comprised of 3.6 acres with a gin/mill, office, several liquid fertilizer tanks, and two 
sheds onsite. The ground at the site is relatively flat, sloping gradually southward, and consists mainly of gravel, dirt, 
grass, and trees. There is a concrete parking area between the office and the street. The US Post Office and a 
residence border the north side of the property; Karnes City Park borders the west side; East Wall Street borders the 
east side; and empty field borders the south. There are no schools or daycare facilities within 200 hundred feet of the 
site. The site does not appear to be secured by a fence, according to Google Earth images. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. A Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification form prepared by the EPA on December 10, 1984 stated the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, 
which may be unlined and contaminating the groundwater. Spills of concentrated pesticides present a hazard of 
contaminated soil, runoff, and surface water from the site. At the time of the inspection, A & A Fertilizer did have a 
TDA Dealer License (#020207). 
 
On April 3, 1986, a Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessments (PA/SI) for the site 
was conducted by David Hill with Engineering-Science, Inc. for the EPA. 
 
A & A Fertilizer has been in existence for 57 years at the same location and operates under the name Ahrens Gin and 
Mill. The business includes the gin and mill, retail pesticide sales, and fertilizer application. According to the owner, 
Mr. Bernard Ahrens, the business does no application of herbicides or insecticides commercially; the applicator 
equipment is used for fertilizer only. Sevin and malathion insecticides are only used at the site in total quantities of 15 

 
 



 

pounds per year. There are reportedly no empty pesticide containers generated except for the dry chemical sacks. 
These empty containers are reportedly taken to the county landfill by the city trash collectors. Empty pesticide 
containers have never been buried at the site, according to Mr. Ahrens. 
 
No empty pesticide containers were observed at the site. No soil stains, chemical odors, dead vegetation, or other 
evidence of environmental distress was observed at the time of the site observation. Because of the apparent lack of 
evidence of environmental distress at the site and because pesticide application is reportedly not part of the business, 
no further action is recommended for A & A Fertilizer under the Texas Water Commission’s PA/SI program. 
TCEQ Investigations 
On October 27, 2015, Bernard Ahrens, Ahrens Gin and Mill, and A & A Fertilizer were researched in TCEQ’s Central 
Registry database, and no information was available. 
On October 27, 2015, Bernard Ahrens, Ahrens Gin and Mill, and A & A Fertilizer were researched in TDA’s Pesticide 
Applicator License database, and no information was available. 
On October 27, 2015, the Karnes County Appraisal District’s (CAD) website was researched and on September 8, 
2010, the property was sold to the City of Karnes. On October 10, 2012, the city sold the land to Karnes County, who 
are the current owners. Mr. Kevin Moehrig, code enforcer for the City of Karnes, was contacted at (830)780-3422 to 
discuss the current use of the property. Mr. Moehrig indicated that the County built a jail onsite and construction is 
almost completed. The site is fenced in and is on city water. According to Mr. Moehrig, the building was designed by 
Dailey Spear Architects and a contact number of (830)980-7006 was given for them. Lorraine Dailey with contacted 
with Dailey Spear Architects to obtain any environmental assessments conducted on the property prior to the jail 
being built, and Ms. Dailey indicated that the reports were previously submitted to Ms. Rhonda Reza, with TCEQ in 
Region 13. 
On October 29, 2015, Ms. Reza emailed copies of the site’s current files to Ms. Anna Lund. Ms. Reza indicated that 
Region 13 is currently investigating a complaint from a nearby resident. Samples from the site were collected on 
September 2, 2015 and tested for pesticides and metals. Results indicated exceedances of arsenic and toxaphene. 
Ms. Reza has requested from Dailey Spear Architects a final remediation report on the site. The final report from 
Region 13’s Waste Section is in progress and an RN number is pending. 
 
Conclusion 
Since the site is being investigated by TCEQ’s Region 13’s Waste Section, and enforcement has not been exhausted, 
a SSDAP eligibility determination of OTH is concluded as the site is under evaluation by TCEQ’s Region 13’s Waste 
Section at this time. 

 
 

 
AAA Tree Service 3502 

Perryton, Ochilitree County 
NFA 

06/08/2016 
 

The AAA Tree Service Site (correct name A & A Tree Service) is located at 117 North Drake Street, Perryton, 
Ochiltree County, Texas. The site is located in a residential neighborhood. The business was a ground applicator of 
malathion, an organophosphate insecticide, that operated from the home of Mr. Stanley Arnold. A small garage in Mr. 
Arnold's backyard housed the applicator equipment and insecticide. No schools or sensitive ecological areas are 
present within 1 mile of the site. 
 
The only chemical used on site was malathion. Unknown quantities of rinsates and empty insecticide containers were 
generated. A site visit was conducted on October 23, 1985, by Engineering-Science, Inc. as part of an EPA 
preliminary assessment. No empty containers or signs of environmental distress were observed during the site visit. 
Mr. Arnold purchased small quantities of Malathion as needed. The chemical was loaded into the sprayer at Mr. 

 
 



 

Arnold’s residence. Empty containers were triple rinsed and the rinsate was added to the load to be sprayed. All 
empty containers were disposed of at the city of Perryton landfill. Any remaining malathion was left in the sprayer to 
be used at the next location. No spills or leaks have ever been reported. 
 
TCEQ staff performed a records search for information pertaining to past and current activity at the site. No active 
TDA license is associated with Mr. Stanley Arnold or the property address. 
The Texas Secretary of State’s Business Organizations database was researched. No Records for A&A Tree Service 
were found. One record of “AAA Tree Service LLC” was found, but appears to be an unrelated business in Lone Oak 
and operated by Mr. Jon Hansen from 2010 to 2012. 
The Ochiltree County Central Appraisal District website was searched. There is no 117 South Drake Street, but they 
do have records of Juanita Arnold at 117 North Drake Street. The home was sold in 2004 to Mr. Lazardo Estrada. The 
lot contains a mobile home, garage, and small shed. 
The County Clerk stated that a clothing business is currently located at the site where A & A Tree Service operated, 
but she has no record of either business. A search for Mr. Stanley Arnold on whitepages.com and peoplesmart.com 
revealed that he is deceased. 
Texas Water Development Board’s Groundwater Data Viewer was searched, and there are 8 water wells within ½ 
mile of the site, including one PWS well. 
 
Conclusion 
As of May 27, 2016 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. The 
site referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by EPA. An 
eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

B & B Farm Ind Inc 3503 
Spearman, Hansford County 

Active 
01/21/2016 

 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
This site referral by the EPA was solely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state; 
no releases nor mismanagement of hazardous materials or wastes was reported. According to the Hansford County 
Appraisal District’s website, the location at which B & B Farm Ind Inc. operated (as described in the referral) is the 
currently owned and operated by a company called Farmer Ag Supply Inc. As of December 14, 2015, and according 
to the Texas Secretary of State’s website and the Texas Department of Agriculture, Farmer Ag Supply Inc. is currently 
in operation and maintains an active pesticide applicators license. 
 
Conclusion 
As of December 14, 2015 B & B Farm Ind Inc. (presently Farmer Ag Supply Inc.) has been determined to be an active 
site as defined by the Superfund Site Discovery and Assessment Program., Thus, an eligibility determination of 
Active (A) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

B & J Fertilizer 3504 
Burkburnett, Wichita County 

Active 
01/21/2016 

 
 



 

 
 
Site History 
B&J Fertilizer was a crop dusting business that operated from 1980 until an unknown time. The location indicated in 
the available documentation is currently a residential neighborhood and there is no indication of ongoing pesticide 
application activity. B&J Fertilizer business practices included mixing chemicals provided by client at the client 
property and application with a truck mounted spraying apparatus. Spent chemical containers were disposed of by a 
separate entity and there is no documentation available regarding the specific disposal process. No chemicals were 
stored at the referenced site. 
 
Conclusion 
As of December 28, 2015 there are neither documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at 
the site, and this referral was merely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state by 
EPA. Thus, an eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at 
this time. 
 

 
 

B & Q Spraying 3505 
Floydada, Floyd County 

NS 
01/21/2016 

 
Site History 
At the time of identification by the Texas Department of Agriculture, a post office box was the only site identifier 
provided in addition to the applicators name. During the subsequent EPA investigation a former owner, Joe Mack 
Breed, was contacted and interviewed via telephone and stated that that the business was in operation was in 
business from 1974 to about 1978. Mr. Mack also stated that the business was staged from a residential address, 
which is not documented in any available reports. 
 
Conclusion 
As of December 28, 2015, being that the actual process location could not be identified during the original site 
inspection by the referring entity, and a post office mailing address serves as the only physical identifier for the site, 
an eligibility determination of Non-Site (NS) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Babcock Spraying Co 3506 
McCamey, Upton County 

NFA 
02/23/2017 

 
Site Setting 
The Babcock Spraying Company Site is located at 517 S. Burleson, McCamey, Upton County, Texas. The site is 
currently in a mixed industrial/commercial area with industries surrounding it and Burleson Ave. bounding the site on 
the East. 
 
Site History 

 
 



 

On October 20, 1984 the site was identified as the location of a pesticide applicator and a form prepared by the EPA 
entitled Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification stated that the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, which 
may have been unlined and contaminating the soil or groundwater. No site visit or interview were ever conducted. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On February 3, 2016 Babcock Spraying Company’s activities and records were researched using the database and 
public information available through Google Earth, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central 
Registry, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA), and the Upton County Appraisal District. A summary of the 
findings from each of these resources follows. 
 
Based on historical images from Google Earth the site appears to have been used for commercial/industrial purposes 
since 1996. The images indicate no operations associated with pesticide applicator processes have occurred or are 
currently taking place at the site. 
 
After a search on the TCEQ Central Registry, RN101624187 for Uptown County Airport is related the address 517 S. 
Burleson, McCamey, TX. Babcock Spraying Company has the assigned CN600869952 number and SWR# 34203. 
No listings were found on the Upton County’s Appraisal website indicating that the Babcock Spraying Company may 
no longer own the property. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the research conducted on February 3, 2016 there does not appear to be any evidence that the Babcock 
Spraying Company is conducting any operations dealing with the application of pesticides at 517 S. Burleson, 
McCamey, TX. This EPA site referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide 
applicators. As there is no evidence of hazardous substances documented or suspected to be stored, deposited, 
disposed of, placed or otherwise coming to be located at this site, a SSDAP eligibility determination of No Further 
Action is concluded based on the information available at this time. 

 
 

Baggett Company Incorporated 3507 
Lubbock, Lubbock County 

NFA 
04/20/2016 

 
Site Setting 
The Baggett Company, Inc. Site is located at near the Highway 62 and Highway 82 intersection in Lubbock, Lubbock 
County, Texas. The site, since no exact address was given, appears to be an agricultural property, although exact site 
determination is difficult. The area is located in a rural area to the Southwest of the city of Lubbock. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984 the site was identified as the location of a pesticide applicator and a form prepared by the EPA 
entitled Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification stated that the site may contain disposal pits or ditches, which 
may have been unlined and contaminating the soil or groundwater. 
 
On March 22, 1985 V. R. Chitiala of Engineering Science, Inc. conducted a RCRA 3012 Preliminary Assessment, 
including a site inspection and interview, on behalf of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
During the site inspection it was noted that the major activity of the company is the ground application of fertilizers, 
which are mixed with Treflan onsite. Treflan was poured into spray equipment and mixed with liquid fertilizer and 
water. The mixture would be mechanically agitated and sprayed onto farmland. All Treflan containers were purchased 
by the operator on a day to day basis and empty containers were washed and rinsate would be added to the spray 

 
 



 

equipment. Three 160,000 gallon aboveground storage tanks existed onsite to hold liquid fertilizer. No Treflan was 
stored onsite. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On February 3, 2016 the activities and records of Baggett Company, Inc. were researched using the database and 
public information available through Google Earth, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central 
Registry, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA), the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), the Secretary of 
State, and the Lubbock County Appraisal District (CAD). A summary of the findings from each of these resources 
follows. 
 
Based on images from Google Earth it appears that the site is currently in the southeastern portion of Lubbock, TX . 
The location that the pesticides were sprayed was difficult to determine, but is currently an agricultural area to the 
east of Lubbock. Based on information in the Lubbock CAD Mr. Bob Baggett is no longer listed as the owner of the 
residential property at 3602 63rd Dr in Lubbock, TX. 
 
Based on publications from the TDA it does not appear that a Mr. Bob Baggett or Baggett Company, Inc. in 
possession of a pesticide applicator’s permit. 
After a search on the TCEQ central registry there was no listing for either Bob Baggett or Baggett Company, Inc. 
From the SOS it was determined that the official name of the company was Bobby C. Baggett Company, Inc. and the 
site went through forfeiture and was reinstated in 1980 and was then was voluntarily dissolved on September 15, 
2005. 
It was determined based on the TWDB website that 271 wells exist within the 4 mile Target Distance Limit (TDL), of 
which 37 are irrigation and 26 are domestic and might be used for drinking. 
 
Conclusion 
Based on the research conducted on February 3, 2016 there does not appear to be any evidence that Baggett 
Company, Inc. ever misused or mismanaged their pesticides or the wastes associated with them. This EPA site 
referral was solely administrative as part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators. As there is no 
evidence of hazardous substances documented or suspected to be disposed of or misused at this site, a SSDAP 
eligibility determination of No Further Action at this time is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Barclay - Forrester Spraying Service 3511 
Vega, Oldham County 

NFA 
01/14/2011 

 
The Barclay-Forrester Spaying Service site was a pesticide applicator located in Deaf Smith County, approximately 
10 miles southwest of Vega. The site was identified as a Potential Hazardous Waste Site through a review of Texas 
Department of Agriculture files in 1984. A Preliminary Assessment (PA) was conducted by Engineering-Science, Inc., 
on October 31, 1985. 
 
At the time of the PA, pesticides (Pydrin, 2,4D, Atrazine, Propazine, Dual, Landmaster, Lorsban, Supercide, Azdrin, 
Bayleton, Diaphene, and Defol 6: Sodium Chloate) were purchased as needed and stored in an open area at the site. 
The pesticides were pumped to a plane for aerial application. The rinsate from the plane's tanks and the pesticide 
containers were sprayed on a site needing treatment. The empty pesticide containers were disposed of at the county 
landfill. No on-site misuses of pesticides were observed, and no on-site pesticide waste disposal was observed at the 
time of the PA. 
 

 
 



 

The current use of the site is unknown; however, the site appears to still be used for agriculture according to Google 
Earth imagery. The site is in a rural area and is surrounded by agricultural fields. According to the PA, the site is 
located on the southwest corner of two unnamed dirt roads, 1.7 miles west of the junction of the dirt road and an 
unnamed paved road, which is 1.5 miles north of the junction of the paved road with FM 2587, which is 5.9 miles west 
of the intersection of FM 2587 and Highway 385 in the community of Ford, approximately 11 miles south of Vega. 
There is one domestic drinking water well approximately 1.1 miles away. 
 
This EPA site referral was part of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators and not the result of suspected 
or documented uncontrolled releases or compliance issues at the site. Based on the site history, the findings of the 
1985 Preliminary Assessment, and the lack of nearby sensitive receptors, the Superfund Site Discovery and 
Assessment Program recommends a decision of "No Further Action" at this time. 
 

 
 

Barnads Feed and Grain 3513 
Justin, Denton County 

NFA 
01/22/2016 

 
Site Setting 
Barnad’s Feed and Grain (the “site”) is located at the northern intersection of FM 156 and FM 407 (E 5th Street) in 
Justin, Texas 76247 (latitude: 33.0891583 N, longitude: 97.2951027 W). The site is approximately one acre and 
resides in a mixed commercial and residential area. There is one school and one daycare within 1-mile. The site is 
currently the location of Justin Seed Co. (See Attachment) 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. This site referral by the EPA was solely the 
result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state; no releases nor mismanagement of 
hazardous materials or wastes was reported. 
A TWC preliminary assessment was conducted by Steven D. Sanders of Gutierrez, Smouse, Wilmut & Assoc., Inc. 
concerning the operations of Barnad’s Feed and Grain and L-Moore Salvage, Inc. The assessment performed on 
February 6, 1986, included an interview with Mr. W.D. Barnad, the owner of Barnad’s Feed and Grain, an interview 
with Leonard Moore, the owner of L-Moore Salvage, and a site inspection of the abandoned site. 
Barnad’s Feed and Grain was in operation from 1959 to 1980. The company sold pesticides and herbicides along 
with other farm and ranch supplies. In addition to the sales segment of the company, Barnad’s Feed and Grain also 
had a pesticide and herbicide application service. Leslie Barnad, son of W.D. Barnad, was the TDA Commercial 
Ground Applicator (1880) on staff. 
During the life of the facility, pesticide containers were triple-rinsed. Containers were usually five gallons and rinsate 
was used for make-up water for mixing purposes. Holes were punched in the bottom of the containers and disposed 
of in a private landfill in Justin. Equipment and tanks were rinsed in the application field. 
After being abandoned in 1980, the site was used as a storage yard for L-Moore Salvage, Inc. The primary business 
of L-Moore Salvage was the sale of salvaged material. This material was usually pipes, wood, metal, and other 
related construction products. The firm also sold household and farm supplies, including household ant and flea 
spray. Containers were less than one pint and Mr. Moore could not remember any breakage or spills. The present 
management had been at the site since 1967. The property consisted of an office, sales area, warehouse, and 
outside storage yard. 
Due to the past methods used for disposal of rinsate and containers, no site inspection or other activity was 
recommended at Barnad’s Feed and Grain or L-Moore Salvage under the TWC PA/SI program. 

 
 



 

A SSDAP Prioritization Screening completed by Lisa Acosta determined that the site (ID# 3513) is neither active nor 
a possible “non-site” and there are two water wells within ½-1 mile. 
TCEQ Investigations 
On January 11, 2016 Barnad’s Feed and Grain activities and records were researched using the database and public 
information available through Google Earth, the Texas Secretary of State (SOS), the Texas County Appraisal District 
database, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry. A summary of the research 
into each of these databases follows. 
According to the Denton County Appraisal District, Justin Seed Company currently owns the property at FM 407 and 
FM 156. Justin Seed Co. (RN102544483) is a seed storage and handling business and currently has an active Air 
New Source Permit (Account# DF0026I). There are no current records of a Pesticide Applicators License for any 
property listed near the site. 
A review of Google Earth shows there is a warehouse, an office, and a grain elevator/storage on site. 
No records for Barnad’s Feed and Grain or L-Moore Salvage were found in the TCEQ Central Registry. 
According to an inquiry using the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) database, L-Moore Salvage was dissolved in 
December 1985. No records for Barnads Feed and Grain were found in the database. 
Conclusion 
As of January 11, 2016 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. 
An eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Barton Cooper 3514 
Lockney, Floyd County 

NS 
01/22/2016 

 
Site Setting 
The address provided for Barton Cooper (the “site”), as described by the EPA’s Potential Hazardous Waste Site 
Identification, is P.O. Box 1001, Lockney, Texas 79242. Barton Cooper is a farmer who had a private Texas 
Department of Agriculture ground applicator license to apply chemicals to his grandfather’s 600-acre farm located five 
miles north of Lockney off FM 378. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a possible location of a 
pesticide applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. This site referral by the EPA was 
solely the result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state; no releases nor mismanagement of 
hazardous materials or wastes was reported. 
An RCRA 3012 preliminary assessment was conducted by Henry E. Simpson of Engineering-Science, Inc. 
concerning the chemical application procedures of Barton Cooper (BC). The assessment was performed on March 
22, 1985 and consisted of a telephone interview with Mr. Barton Cooper. 
Mr. Cooper had a private Texas Department of Agriculture application number, but did not know the number. He 
farmed a 600-acre farm owned by his grandfather. Mr. Cooper applied chemicals to his own farm but he also at times 
helped his neighbors apply chemicals. When the chemical containers were empty they were rinsed and the rinsate 
was applied to his field. The containers were then taken to the Lockney landfill. When he changed chemicals, the 
applicator was rinsed and the rinsate was applied to the last treated field. 
Since there was no waste disposal at the private site, no further action was recommended under the RCRA 3012 
program. 
A SSDAP Prioritization Screening completed by Lisa Acosta determined that the site (ID# 3514) was possibly a 
“non-site” and Barton Cooper was an individual who had a license to apply to his grandfather’s 600-acre farm. 
 

 
 



 

TCEQ Investigations 
On January 13, 2016, Barton Cooper (the “site”) was researched and a summary of the findings are as follows. 
According to the TDA Pesticide Applicator license list, there are no current licenses for Barton Cooper. 
An inquiry into the TCEQ Central Registry revealed no records for Barton Cooper or the address provided. 
No records of Barton Cooper were found in the Texas Secretary of State database. 
Floyd County Appraisal District had no records for Barton Cooper. 
White Pages was researched with no findings for Barton Cooper of Lockney, Texas. 
 
Conclusion 
As of January 13, 2016 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. 
Due to the fact that Barton Cooper was an individual with a license to apply to his grandfather’s farm and no actual 
site of operations was part of this referral an eligibility determination of Non-Site (NS) is concluded for this site. 
 

 
 

Jerry Barton 3515 
O'Donnell, Dawson County 

NFA 
03/26/2010 

 
The site was a farm. The farmer applied for a pesticide applicator license and received it in 1983. There was a glitch 
in the farmer's license renewal the next year and the license was not renewed. He applied herbicide to his own fields 
using a ground rig and put rinse water on his field. He did not dispose of wastes on-site. 
 
The 1985 report recommends no further action. The address given for the site does not register on internet mapping 
sites. The name did not show up in the online Dawson County Appraisal District. The TCEQ Region 7 office does not 
have record of issues with a property like this property. This report recommends no further action. 
 
The EPA (United States Environmental Protection Agency) Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and 
Preliminary Assessment report dated March 22, 1985, concluded: 
 
“No stains or environmental stresses were observed, and very limited facilities exist at the site. Because no waste is 
believed to be disposed on-site, and application occurred for only one season, no further action is recommended 
under the RCRA 3012 program.” 
 

 
 

Basin Testers Inc Odessa 3516 
Odessa, Ector County 

Active 
08/25/2017 

 
Site Setting 
Basin Testers Inc. (the “site”) was originally described in the referral as located at 4001 W. 16th St.; however, current 
information from the Texas Secretary of State database and the Ector County Appraisal District indicates the site is 
located at 3741 W 16th St., Odessa, Texas 79763. The site is currently still active. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. This site referral by the EPA was solely the 

 
 



 

result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state; no releases nor mismanagement of 
hazardous materials or wastes was reported. 
A TWC preliminary assessment of Basin Testers, Inc. was conducted by David F. Hill of Engineering-Science, Inc. 
Site activities included an interview with the manager of weed control, Glen Taylor, conducted on April 23, 1986, and 
a site observation of the Odessa site made immediately thereafter. No empty containers, soil stains, chemical odors, 
disposal pits, or other sign of environmental distress were observed at the site, and the vegetation appeared to be 
normal. 
The site consisted of an office, two warehouses, and a dumpster, all of which were situated on an asphalt lot 
surrounded by a fence. The applicator equipment was kept in a warehouse, and any herbicides were kept in a locked 
cage inside the warehouse. 
Basin Testers, Inc. had been in business for 16 years at the time of the investigation and had a second location in Big 
Spring, Texas. The main activities of both businesses included testing oil well tubing for leaks and pressure 
tolerances and weed control at oil drilling sites. Basin Testers had always been at the Odessa and Big Spring 
locations. 
The following waste management practices were reported by Mr. Taylor during the interview and apply to the 
business at both locations. Application of herbicides is accomplished using ground application equipment only, and no 
insecticides were applied by Basin Testers, Inc. The chemicals used included Hyvar X, Krovar 1, Karmex, Oust, 
Velpar, Broadside, Radicate, Phytar 560, and Roundup. Krovar 1 was applied in the highest quantities with the others 
used only in small amounts. The maximum monthly quantities of herbicides applied was estimated to be 2,000 
pounds. The chemicals used the most were in dry form and purchased as needed in 5-pound paper sacks. The liquid 
chemicals, when used, were purchased in one-gallon or 2.5-gallon plastic containers. The herbicides were loaded 
into the applicator equipment either at the site or at the location being treated, and the empty containers were placed 
in the dumpster on-site and eventually hauled to the landfill (Big Spring or Odessa). The empty plastic containers 
were rinsed three times, and the rinsate was added to the load to be sprayed. 
In the past, small amounts of 2,4,5,-T had been used. The containers were 30-gallon drums and were reportedly 
used as trash cans at the site. No spills or accidents were reported to have occurred relating to the use of herbicides. 
The applicator equipment was reportedly never rinsed because the same type of chemicals were used each time. 
TDA inspects annually for proper record keeping and permits. 
Because of the apparent lack of evidence of environmental distress at either the Odessa site or the Big Spring site, 
no further action was recommended for Basin Testers, Inc. under the TWC PA/SI program. 
A SSDAP Prioritization Screening completed by Manie David determined that the site (ID# 3516) is active and a 
possible “non-site.”  
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On January 15, 2016 Basin Testers, Inc. activities and records were researched using the database and public 
information available through Google Earth, the Texas Secretary of State (SOS), the Ector County Appraisal District 
database, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry. A summary of the research 
into each of these databases follows. 
According to the Ector County Appraisal District, Basin Testers LP is currently located at 3741 W 16th Street, Odessa, 
Texas 79769. There are no records for 4001 W 16th Street. 
According to an inquiry using the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) database, Basin Testers, Inc. at 3741 W. 16th 
Street is currently still in existence and active, registered under the name Mason G. Daniels. From 1972-2000, it was 
registered under the name Wayne Kennedy. From 2000-2008 it was registered under Patricia Kennedy as Basin 
Testers, L.P. 
According to an inquiry into the TCEQ Central Registry, Basin Testers (RN101792919) had a petroleum storage tank 
registration (4144) from June 1986 until it was removed in December 1991. As of August 25, 2017, Basin Testers, Inc. 
has an active Customer Status. 
A review of Google Earth shows Basin Testers Inc. is located at 3741 W 16th Street, Odessa, Texas 79763. There are 
two office buildings/warehouses on-site. 
 

 
 



 

Conclusion 
As of August 25, 2017 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. 
Furthermore, the site is currently still active as an oil and gas field services facility. Therefore, Basin Testers, Inc. 
Odessa is determined to be ineligible (A) under SSDAP based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Batts Fertilizer & Spreading 3517 
Navasota, Grimes County 

NFA 
01/22/2016 

 
Site Setting 
Batts Fertilizer & Spreading (the “site”) is located at the southwest corner of Duke Street and Chase Street, 
approximately 0.15 mile north of the intersection of Highway 105 and LaSalle Street in Navasota, Texas 77868 
(Latitude: 30.3890222 N, Longitude: 96.0906361 W). The site is approximately one acre and resides in a mixed 
commercial and residential area. Currently located on the property are two abandoned buildings and an abandoned 
warehouse. There are two schools and one daycare within a ½ mile from the site. 
 
Site History 
On October 20, 1984, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) identified the site as a location of a pesticide 
applicator where hazardous waste may be treated, stored, or disposed. This site referral by the EPA was solely the 
result of a mass categorical referral of pesticide applicators to the state; no releases nor mismanagement of 
hazardous materials or wastes was reported. 
In September 1985, a TWC preliminary assessment of Batts Fertilizer & Spreading was conducted by Margaret 
Hulsey of Engineering-Science, Inc. A visual inspection of the site and an interview with Joe Mike Batts, the owner, 
were performed on September 2, 1986. 
Batts Fertilizer & Spreading was constructed at the site in 1971. Prior to this time, horse pens were onsite. The major 
activities of the company were fertilizer and seed sales. In addition, the company sold and applied pesticides. The 
major pesticides applied were Grazon P&D, 2, 4-D amine, and Roundup. An estimated 1,500 gallons were sold and 
applied annually. The pesticides were mixed into the applicator equipment on site and sprayed completely on the 
treatment sites. The applicator equipment was cleaned with water and an ammonia neutralizer and the rinsates were 
sprayed on Batts’ farm/ranch. The empty containers were cleaned, rinsed, stored, allowed to rust on site, and taken 
to the Navasota municipal landfill. An estimated two canisters of Phostoxin pellets were used for fumigation on an 
annual basis and the containers were disposed of at the landfill. Empty containers were not buried on site and an 
evaporation pit was not used for the disposal of pesticides or their related wastes. 
Since visual evidence of the misuse of pesticides or their related wastes, including the onsite container storage, was 
not observed, no further action was recommended at Batts Fertilizer & Spreading under the TWC PA/SI program. 
A SSDAP Prioritization Screening completed by Manie Davis determined that the site (ID# 3517) is neither active nor 
a possible “non-site” and there are five water wells within ½-1 mile and one water well within ¼-1/2 mile. 
 
TCEQ Investigations 
On January 12, 2016 Batts Fertilizer & Spreading activities and records were researched using the database and 
public information available through Google Earth, the Texas Secretary of State (SOS), the Texas County Appraisal 
District database, and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Central Registry. A summary of the 
research into each of these databases follows. 
According to the Grimes County Appraisal District, the property at Duke St. and Chase St. is now the location of an 
electrical company and an auto repair shop. 
A review of Google Earth shows there are two large buildings and one small building on the property.  

 
 



 

According to the TCEQ Central Registry, Batts Fertilizer & Spreading has a new air source permit (RN100833276). 
Joe Mike Batts Service Station has an inactive petroleum storage tank (PST) registration for 313 N LaSalle St. in 
Navasota, Texas (Registration # 11270). 
According to an inquiry using the Texas Secretary of State (SOS) database, Batts Fertilizer & Spreading Company, 
Inc. was dissolved in November 1989. 
 
Conclusion 
As of January 12, 2016 there are no documented releases nor mismanagement of hazardous substances at the site. 
An eligibility determination of No Further Action (NFA) is concluded based on the information available at this time. 
 

 
 

Bayview Orchard Service 3518 
Los Fresnos, Cameron County 

Active 
11/29/2010 

 
This site was described as a ground applicator, grove care and citrus orchard site in Bayview according to an EPA 
Potential Hazardous Waste Site Identification and Preliminary Assessment (PA) conducted January 1, 1986. The site 
is located at RT. #3, Box 65, Los Cuates Lane-Bayview, Los Fresnos, Texas. Phone number 956 233 5508. 
 
No hazard ranking system (HRS) document has been prepared for the Bayview Orchard Site. The site was referred 
to the State Superfund program on December 11, 1984. 
 
The business located on this site has been active since 1972. According to the Texas Secretary of State, The Original 
Date of Filing for Bayview Orchard Service, Inc. was March 25, 1980; John L Williams is the Registered Agent. Entity 
Status: In existence. Review of the 2010 Texas franchise tax public information report obtained from the Secretary of 
the State’s website confirms that Bayview Orchard Inc. is still in business. 
This site is currently active and therefore not eligible for the State Superfund program at this time. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


