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cleaning up toxic sites
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Texas is home to hundreds of the nation’s most toxic waste sites, known as Superfund -
and brownfield sites, which are often abandoned industrial facilities containing o
hazardous materials. Due to lagging clean-up programs at the federal and state level, ® -3
these sites often sit for decades with little remediation progress.

In working closely with allies on the San Jacinto River Waste Pits, a toxic dump * L
east of Houston, we learned about the impact these sites can 1
have on surrounding communities. This hazardous waste has | 2.

contaminated the river and is causing health problems linked \
to dioxin exposure. Hurricane Harvey also flooded this site, which
revealed dioxin levels more than 2,000 times the “safe” limit. We
helped organize grassroots pressure for a complete clean-up—and we
scored a victory with a U.S. EPA decision to fully remove the waste pits!

Unfortunately, the federal Superfund program has been underfunded for
years and the currentadministration had proposed cutting it even further. TCE
supporters wrote thousands of letters opposing budget cuts, and we personally
delivered them to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt and U.S. Congress members. This is
making an impact and we will keep the pressure on.

To make matters worse, the lack of federal funding means that our state environmental agency (the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, or TCEQ) is expected to clean up most of the polluted sites
in Texas instead. This is a problem because Texas pollution standards are incredibly weak.

How bad is it? The Texas standard for groundwater pollution of hexavalent chromium—the toxic chemical
in the movie Erin Brockovich—is 1,500 times weaker than the national standard. For several chemicals
tied to birth irregularities, the standards are 45 times weaker. Even after the TCEQ declares a site “fully = LEGEND

remediated,” it could still be as polluted as a Superfund site in Louisiana, Oklahoma or Arkansas! @ FEDERAL SUPERFUND

We need to improve Texas clean-up requirements so that we have protections just as strong as the | © BROWNFIELDS, RCRA, FEDERAL SITES
national standards. We will use this campaign to address many toxic sites throughout the state while we =~ ¢ PRY CLEANER REMEDIATION SITE

" . VOLUNTARY CLEANUP SITE
advocate for faster, more thorough clean-ups to protect our communities. Stay tuned for more in 2018! ¢ Vouu CLEANUP
SECONDARY CONTAMINATION SITE (IOP)

® INDUSTRIAL & HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
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base-building is more |mpor’ron’r now than ever. Thank you for adding your v0|ce| Please con5|der using the
enclosed envelope to renew your support for our work today—for a more sustainable tomorrow.

where we é°+ our -Cuncliné in 2017 Liow we used our -Cunc:liné in 2017
revenue total: 51,619,959 expense total: 51,600,007

®31% grassroots contributions from nearly @ 75% environmental advocacy, community
40,000 individual Texans organizing & public education

. 8% special projects funding . 10% managing TCE
« 15% fundraising to sustain TCE

« 11% reimbursed expenses, miscellaneous

source: TCE financial statement, 2017
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