zero waste victories
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You hold the key! What will decision-makers do on environmental and related public
health issues at the local, state and national level? How about the leaders in the
executive suites of the biggest companies? Getting their attention and support can
be a challenge.

When TCE supporters like you write a personal letter or make a phone call, it’s often
the key to our success in getting a councilmember, legislator or executive on our
side. For elected officials, what'’s even better is when a voter in their district takes the
Robin Scheléer‘ time to meet with them. If that is something you might be able to do, let me know!

For the first time ever, TCE is holding webinars—starting with a focus on the state legislature—to
provide our supporters with an opportunity to get more informed and involved. For details on how to
join these free events, email me directly (robin@texasenvironment.org) or call the office closest to you.

Our ambitious Zero Waste agenda at the local level provides lots of volunteer opportunities, too. If you
feel passionate about recycling issues and can take some time to help, we want to get you plugged in!

TCE is also preparing to get engaged at the national level as issues arise that threaten the environment
in the federal government or with companies that need to up their game. Because TCE has gone door-
to-door and found supporters like you across Texas, we can also boost national efforts, so stay tuned.

This year marks 20 years since | started with TCE as a volunteer and 17 years since I've had the honor of
being TCE’s Executive Director. I'm so proud of all that we’ve accomplished together over those years
and can't thank you enough for providing the backing that we depend on to get us closer to our vision

of a Texas free from pollution!
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TCE has been_ participating
in_ the national “Mind ‘the

Store” campaign to appeal
to'retailers to work on getting
toxic chemicals out of the
products they sell. One focus
was on canned goods sold
in major grocery chains. We

bought cans of tomatoes and
beans atia Randalls. These
were tested andfound to have
the toxic chemical BPA in the
can linings. Nationwide, 67%
of the cans tested had BPA in
the can liners and/or lids. TCE
held actions outside Randalls’
headquarters in Houston and
outside ,grocery _stores..in
Austin and Houston.
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Every other year the Texas Legislature convenes for five months to set policies for the state, b +L.e numibers i
and every time they come together TCE is there to push for better policy for our air, water, land 7
and health. This session, we're standing up for... Just some of the numbers that
COMPREHENSIVE BATTERY RECYCLING More than 250 million household batteries show our success from knocking
are landfilled in Texas every year. HB 1874 would establish industry-led battery recycling. on doors all over Texas in 2016... \
IMPROVED PERMITTING FOR POLLUTING FACILITIES We want all pollution permit -
applications on the internet. SB 551 would stop allowing landfill companies to make the state } N )

~ fill out their applications for them.
NEW PROTECTIONS FOR SLUDGE NEIGHBORS Right now, sewage sludge is used

76

as fertilizer in Texas, even though it can contain harmful materials. SB 746 would help keep /- .
industrial wastes off the land and out of our water. L.EusaL.ola's \/lsr{'ecj
BETTER ENFORCEMENT OF OIL & GAS LAWS The folks who are supposed to enforce oil J

& gas law—the Railroad Commission of Texas—don’t even keep track of what they’re doing.
We're working to ensure that HB 1818 will provide better data on complaints and violations,

4 >
more transparency, and fair penalties to protect the health and property of Texans. 6 ‘ 6 8
PRESERVING LOCAL OPTIONS ON SINGLE-USE BAGS The last four sessions, our )

lawmakers have worked to take away cities’ options on bags. We'll be fighting bills like SB 103. i
Zletters éener-c:lLec‘
Take action today by visiting www.texasenvironment.org/take-action to \. . 4 J
send a message to state lawmakers. Your voice counts, so make it heard! 3 N\
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ed envelope to renew your suppor’r for our Work today, for a more sustainable ’romorrow

\A/L\er‘e we 5°+ ouvr -Cuncliné in 2016 Low we used our punc:liné in 2016
revenue total: $1,464,103 expense total: 51,504,156

@ 382% grassroots contributions from over @ 76% environmental advocacy, community
38,000 individual Texans organizing & public education

© 8% special projects funding © 11% managing TCE
« 13% fundraising to sustain TCE

« 10% reimbursed expenses, miscellaneous
source: TCE financial statement, 2016
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